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WHAT’S ON YOUR MIND?

You can write us at:
140 South Beverly Drive #201
Beverly Hills, CA 90212

You can fax us at:
310.887.0789

email us at:
editor@bhweekly.com

o~

letters
“Hemail

“Hilton Referendum”

In last week’s Weekly, the Hilton
bought a letter-advertisement signed by
Hilton owner and former Beverly Hills
resident Beny Alagem.

While the Hilton’s hired lobbyists can
buy unlimited media space, for all their
money they cannot change the truth. And
make no mistake about it: the letter-
advertisement, like so much of the
Hilton’s propaganda, is completely mis-
leading. In the case of Alagem’s letter,
what is perhaps most misleading is what
the missive self-consciously leaves out.

By talking about the area of the Hilton
property covered by buildings and not the
actual size of the expansion, Beny
Alagem’s letter tries to give the impres-
sion that the Hilton expansion is actually
a reduction in the amount of concrete on
the property.

Nothing could be farther from the truth.
The fact is that the total amount of con-
crete on the property will actually almost
double, both in terms of square footage
and height. The tallest building in the
proposed expansion would be more than

RIS FOR READING
REXFORD DRIVE

double the height of the existing Hilton,
and would be 7 stories higher than BH’s
current tallest building.

It is nothing short of disingenuous
when Beny Alagem refers to the two
condo towers as “two small footprint
buildings.” There is nothing small about
these buildings. The amount of concrete
and the square footage in these two build-
ings alone (371,453 square feet) is almost
the same as in the existing “iconic” Hilton
hotel tower (402,506 square feet).

Furthermore, Alagem’s contention
about traffic improvements is nothing
short of ridiculous. Does the Hilton’s
massive propaganda machine seriously
expect us to believe that a project with
almost double the total square-footage
and double the concrete of the existing
hotel would reduce traffic at one of the
worst intersections in California? Why
do we need condo towers to synchronize
the lights or add a right-turn lane?
Alagem’s statement flies in the face of
common sense to such a degree that ask-
ing us to believe it is actually almost
insulting.

And the arguments about the purported
financial benefits to the City are nothing
short of political spin, pure and simple.
Almost all of the financial benefits the
expansion purports to create come solely
from the bed tax (or TOT) generated by
the luxury hotel component. A low-rise,
luxury boutique hotel, a la the Peninsula,
without condo towers would provide
Beverly Hills with far greater financial
benefits than the current project: the

Beverly Hills kids from all over came out to enjoy the Beverly Hills Public Library Summer Reading Program
Celebration last month. Noah, Aaron and Jonah Nazarian got kudos from librarian Ann Soady (center).
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City’s treasurer has shown that the new
condo residents would actually cost the
City money through an increased demand
for expensive City services.

Both from the City’s and the residents’
perspective, there is every reason to vote
“No” on Measure H. A “No” vote would
force the Hilton to come back with a proj-
ect that is smaller and more Beverly Hills-
like than the current proposal — and which
provides even greater financial benefits
through the elimination of condo towers.

Beverly Hills simply doesn’t need any
18 story condo towers or the massive
Hilton expansion as proposed in Measure
H.

It’s just too big.

J.A. Mirisch
Beverly Hills

Issue 466, Correction:

In "Briefs," Beverly Hills Police
Officer Dave Tomlin was incorrectly
identified as a lieutenant (see this
week's "Baker to Vega" brief). In
"Legacy's First Pick," the family name
Geller was spelled incorrectly.
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Enroliment dominates Board

meeting

Beverly Vista’s fourth-grade gets last minute addition;

kindergarten numbers surge
By Jacquelyn Ryan

Dozens of residents and teachers voiced
concerns at Tuesday night’s BHUSD Board
of Education meeting about overcrowding
in classrooms and employee-permitted chil-
dren who were unwillingly transferred from
their school to make room for new resident
enrollees.

For almost two hours, several teachers
and parents spoke before the Board at the

unanticipated  fourth-grade  resident
enrollees this year at the school.

Families of the transferred students
received calls from District administration
days before school began informing them
that their children would be transferred to
another BHUSD school.

“As an employee of the school district,

I’m asked to take responsibility, [show

meeting, calling the integrity and
transfers “embarrass- | BHUSD's 2008-2009 respect],” said Coleen
ing,” “cruel,” “unjus- P Davenport Paysinger,
tif%able” or “devasjtat— Enr O”ment and Permits motherp of an gmpl%)y—
ing” to the well-being . ee-permitted student.
of the student and Bereiin v’?ta Butp the administration
family Total spots: .............. 704 is “treating employees
PR Total enrolled: ........... 705 .

1 believe part of . with  no respect,
the issue is that the RIS cesescoiaeioanaes ess responsibility or
declining enrollment integrity,” she added.
numbers that were El Rodeo Many speakers said
projected by our con- | Total spots: .............. 733 they were not aware
sultants were not | Total _enroIIed: ----------- 733 that the District was
accurate. Also, in| Permits: ... ... ... ... ... 149 able to transfer per-
May, we tried to be mit-students to differ-
fiscally responsible Hawthorne ent schools. The
and get our classroom | Total spots: .............. 704 District does not trans-
sizes down to contract | Total enrolled: ............ 687 fer residential students
[size] to be prepared | Permits: ................. 85 from their home
for the State proposed school.
budget cut,” said | Horace Mann In 1987, the Board
Board vice president | Total SPOtS: . .....iiin.... 675 of Education passed a
Nooshin Meshkaty in | Total enrolled: . ........... 645 policy that entitled
an interview. “It fed | permits: ... ... ... ... ..... 2 permitted students to
into reducing class “tenure” at their
sections that caused Beverly High school after the 10th
displacing students in Tovell el 2.390 day of their third year
some grades and B at the school. A Board

L2, Permits: ................. 429 .. .

some sites. decision in the early

The school is down 2000s modified that
only 85 students com- Total enrol!ment: .......... 5,160 policy, leaving the
pared to last year’s Total permits: ............. 867 issues of transfer and
enrollment numbers, . . tenure a “grey area,’
according to | *Information provided by Dr. Amy according to current
BHUSD’s director of | Lambert at the Sept. 9 Board of Board members.
pupil and special | Education meeting. This data is At the close of the
services Dr. Amy | preliminary and subject to change | meeting, the Board of
Lambert. A higher | within the next few weeks. Education reinstated

rate of declining
enrollment was predicted by a demographer
hired by the District earlier this year, posi-
tioning the District with too few classes and
teachers.

The demographer cost the District
$10,000.

A third section of Beverly Vista's fourth-
grade class was part of the class cuts in
May. But in September, two employee-per-
mitted students were transferred from their
"home" school at Beverly Vista to another
BHUSD elementary school to make way for

the third fourth-grade
section at Beverly Vista.

The new section will be created with part
of the $400,000 fund the Board previously
set aside to address issues of enrollment.
There will now be three fourth-grade sec-
tions at Beverly Vista, with approximately
22 to 23 students in each instead of the orig-
inal 31. In recent weeks, a kindergarten
section at El Rodeo and a sixth-grade sec-
tion at Beverly Vista were also added.

The two employees’ children will be able

city and schools cont. on page 7

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

BEVERLY HILLS GENERAL PLAN

The Planning Commission of the City of Beverly Hills will hold a series of public hear-
ings to consider a new General Plan which has been prepared in an effort to compre-
hensively update the current General Plan. The public hearings will occur on the follow-
ing dates:

DATE TENTATIVE TOPIC AGENDAS FOR DISCUSSION

September 11, 2008 Draft Environmental Impact Report « Natural Resource
Policies « Community Safety Policies

September 25, 2008 Land Use ¢ Economic Development « Housing, ¢ Historic &
Cultural Resources

October 16, 2008 Mobility/Circulation < Infrastructure * Public Services

October 23, 2008 Recommendations to the City Council

Please note that the above agendas are tentative and subject to change. It is suggest-
ed to contact the Community Development Department ahead of a meeting to verify the
topics slated for that meeting.

TIME: 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard

LOCATION: Commission Meeting Room A
Beverly Hills City Hall

455 North Rexford Drive
Beverly Hills, CA 90210

Project Description: The new Plan is organized into the following chapters: Community
Conservation and Development which includes three elements, Infrastructure and
Public Services which include six elements, and Community Safety which includes six
elements. The primary focus of the Update is on development of policies and limited
land use revisions. The new General Plan would conserve the existing pattern of uses
and would establish policies for protection and long-term maintenance of established
neighborhoods. Changes under consideration for land use or intensity of land use focus
almost exclusively on the City’'s commercial corridors and commercial districts.

Purpose of the Meetings: The purpose of the meeting is to discuss policies in the
General Plan. Following the initial presentations, interested agencies, organizations,
and members of the public will be encouraged to comment on the General Plan.

Public Review: The Draft General Plan and the Draft EIR are available for public
review at the following locations:

City of Beverly Hills City Hall, Office of City Clerk
455 North Rexford Drive, Room 190
Beverly Hills, California 90210

City of Beverly Hills

Community Development Department
9357 W. 3rd Street

Beverly Hills, California 90210
Beverly Hills Public Library
444 North Rexford Drive
Beverly Hills, California 90210

The City's Website: www.beverlyhills.org

CDs containing the General Plan, the Draft EIR, the appendices to the EIR, the Draft
Land Use Plan, and an informational land use map showing densities may be obtained
free of charge at the above locations. Printed copies may be purchased at the follow-
ing vendors:

The Print Center

9301 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 150
Beverly Hills, California 90210
310.247.0234

Beverly Hills Copy Copy

8621 Wilshire Boulevard
Beverly Hills, California 90211
310.659.8171

This project has been assessed in accordance to the authority and criteria contained in
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the State CEQA Guidelines, and the
environmental regulations of the City, and an Environmental Impact Report has been
prepared. The Draft EIR was released on August 7, 2008. Any comments on the Draft
EIR need to be submitted to the City by September 22, 2008. Written comments con-
cerning the adequacy of the document may be submitted by any interested person
and/or affected agency. Comments should be directed to: City of Beverly Hills,
Department of Community Development, 455 North Rexford Drive, Beverly Hills, CA
90210, Attn. Larry Sakurai, Principal Planner.

The case file on this project, which includes the technical background reports and Topic
Committee reports, is available for public review at the Community Development
Department, 9357 W. Third Street, Beverly Hills, CA 90210. If there are any questions
regarding this notice, please contact the Planning Division at 310.285.1123.

Larry Sakurai
Principal Planner
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Beverly grad
Feyzjou helped
spearhead

Marshfield games
Beverly High
graduate Arash

Feyzjou (°91) has
| poured hours

into

e organizing the

Arash Feyzjou Beverly High
Normans Vs.

Marshfield, Mass., Rams football games. He
doesn’t have children on the football team and
he isn’t employed by the District.

For Feyzjou, putting together these football
games is about giving back to the District and
ensuring students, both in Beverly Hills and
outside it, get an “exchange of cultures.”

“The BHHS coaching family which has
always embraced me like family from the day
I stepped on the field in 1987 for Freshman
Football. [Beverly Hills athletic director]
Carter Paysinger leads a terrific athletic
department that has held true to its roots of
churning out winning teams while promoting
individual excellence on the field and in the
classroom,” said Feyzjou.

It was at Feyzjou’s wedding in 2003 that
Beverly High athletic director Carter
Paysinger met Massachusetts sports radio
announcer Bill Wilhelm. The two hit it off
and shortly afterward, Paysinger was on the

air with Wilhelm committing the Beverly
High football team to a game in the
Marshfield, Mass., high school’s stadium.

Feyzjou assumed the role of liaison
between the two teams and was instrumental
in orchestrating how the teams finally came to
play each other.

“As far as putting it together, we had a lot of
communication with the Beverly Hills
Athletic Alumni Association, the Board of
Education and the City Council. It was really
a grassroots approach to putting these togeth-
er,” said Feyzjou, who credited also the parent
committee and the football coaching staff for
helping organize.

Normans first flew out to Massachusetts in
2006. The Marshfielders returned the favor
last weekend.

Perhaps fittingly, Feyzjou and his wife
Christine Papajohn spent Saturday night, the
night of their fifth wedding anniversary, at the
Beverly High stadium cheering on the
Normans.

Obama to hold fundraisers in Beverly Hills
next week

Democratic presidential nominee Sen.
Barack Obama is scheduled to hold two
fundraisers in Beverly Hills next week at
Greystone Mansion and the Beverly Wilshire
Hotel, according to campaign organizers.

On Sept. 16, Obama will speak at
Greystone Mansion at a $28,500 dinner bene-
fiting the Democratic National Committee.
Obama will follow dinner with a fundraiser to
directly benefit his own campaign at the
Beverly Wilshire, a $2,500 per person recep-

¥ Beverly Hills Education Foundation presents

CLASSICSFOR CHARITY XV
bV

15

A car show sponsored by

7N
r%

Mercedes-Benz of Beverly Hills

Over 250 ANTIQUES « CLASSICS ¢ EXOTICS
CUSTOMS ¢ HOT RODS « MOTORCYCLES

Enjoy a day of family fun, food and entertainment!

Sunday, September 14, 2008 ¢ 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

9250 Beverly Boulevard * Beverly Hills
(corner of Santa Monica Boulevard and Civic Center Drive)

For registration, entries, sponsorship or additional information call

BHEF 310.557.0651

www.bhef.org
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tion.
Barbara Streisand has announced she will
perform at the Beverly Wilshire reception.
This will be Obama’s first trip to Southern
California since receiving the official
Democratic nomination.

Faces of Legacy

Jillian and Natasha Dveirin

Following up from last week story
“Legacy’s First Pick,” (on page 10) Zachary
and Tommy Geller both will follow in foot-
steps of their father Bruce Geller (Beverly
High ‘83) after being admitted to BHUSD via
the new legacy permit program, which condi-
tionally allows out-of-district children of
BHUSD graduates to attend the schools.

Last week, kindergartener Tommy was the
first student chosen to receive a legacy permit.
It wasn’t until days later that the family heard
Zachary would be chosen as well. Zachary
started fourth grade at Hawthorne this week.
Brother Tommy started at Horace Mann last
Tuesday.

This week, several other families received
legacy permits, which allow a student who
lives outside of Beverly Hills to attend
BHUSD if one of the student’s parents attend-
ed BHUSD for at least four years and the stu-
dent’s grandparents have lived in Beverly
Hills for at least 10 years.

Nina Kleinert Dveirin (Beverly High ’8§3)
applied for legacy permits for two of her chil-
dren this year. Fourth-grader Jillian got into El
Rodeo with a legacy permit. Her sister
Natasha, third grade, is currently on the wait-
ing list until a spot opens up.

“I went to Horace Mann and Beverly High.
We live in Westwood and we’re very happy
with the schools but we didn’t know what was
going to happen come middle school and high
school. I know [BHUSD] and understand it.
It’s a smaller nut to crack than LAUSD,” said
Kleinert Dveirin, whose children were attend-
ing Westwood Charter school. “I just had to
take advantage of the legacy program, know-
ing it was the first time it was offered and I
knew it would get more and more popular.”

Both parents expressed some disappoint-
ment that their children would be separated at
different schools.

“We got lucky. [Zachary] was one of the
first chosen in fourth grade” for the legacy
permit but he didn’t get accepted to Horace
Mann with his brother, said mother Elisa
Geller. “So I don’t wanna seem ungrateful but
it’s a shame not to keep siblings together.”

When the legacy permit program was pro-
posed to the Board of Education, it initially
had mixed support. The final vote was 3-2.

“I can’t understand why anyone had opposi-
tion to [the legacy permit program]. It brings
older residents back into the schools. My par-

ents are now invested in the schools [again]
and care what happens there. And they are tax-
payers,” said Kleinert Dveirin.

kk

Prices up for 90210, 90212 Single Family
Homes

Nineteen single-family homes were sold in
the 90210 ZIP code as well as two in the
90211 and two in the 90212 ZIP codes last
month, according to new data from
DQNews.com

The homes in 90210 sold for a median of
$3,800 sfr, a 23.5 percent increase from the
same month last year. Home prices in the
90212 ZIP code increased by 26 percent to a
median selling price of $2,269 sfr. There was
23.3 percent drop for 90211 home prices,
which sold for a mean of $1,150 sfr.

Prices for condos in the three ZIP codes all
decreased. The median price for the two con-
dos sold in 90210 was $620 sfr, 33.6 percent
less than last year. Three condos sold in 90211
sold for a mean of $745, an 11.5 percent drop.
The single condo sold in 90212 went for $465
sfr, which was 63 percent less than prices last
year.

Beverly Hills faired better than Los Angeles
County, which as a whole saw drops in single
family home sale prices by 29.3 percent, and
condo prices by 18.8 percent. There were
4,868 single family homes sold in the county
for a mean price of $410 sfr and 1,132 condos
sold for a median $355.

Beverly Hills came in third as America’s
most expensive ZIP code in BusinessWeek’s
annual list of the 20 most expensive real estate
markets in the U.S. this year.

The city was number one on last year’s list
but fell to number three this year as it posted a
19 percent decrease in average home value,
averaging out to $1.7 million for a “2,200-
square-foot single-family home with four bed-
rooms, 2.5 baths, a family room and a two-car
garage,” the list standard for evaluations.

La Jolla, Calif., ranked number one with an
average of $1.842 million and Greenwich,
Conn., came in second with $1.787 million.
Eight California cities made it into the top 10
on the list.

BHUSD schools rise and fall in API scores

All four BHUSD elementary schools
exceeded their target growth goal in this
year’s Academic Performance Index test
results, a feat only 36 percent of all California
schools pulled off. Beverly High, while meet-
ing the statewide standard, fell short of its spe-
cific target growth goal.

The API test is used for the Accountability
Progress Report, a requirement for public
schools that receive funding from the No
Child Left Behind Act. API scores are calcu-
lated from a variety of data including the
results of assessment tests such as the
Standardized Test And Reporting (STAR) test.

Hawthorne School, which ranked as one of
the top 100 schools in Los Angeles County,
scored highest in the District with 905, a five
point increase over last year’s score.
Following closely behind was Beverly Vista
with 898, El Rodeo with 895, and Horace
Mann with 883. Horace Mann had the most
improved score from last year by 10 points.
Both El Rodeo and Beverly Vista scored seven
points higher than last year.

“It’s an indication of the work we’ve been



doing and the efforts we’ve put into academ-
ics,” said Hawthorne principal Alex Cherniss.
Cherniss said the trick to Hawthorne’s contin-
uously rising score is predicated upon target-
ing students’ weaknesses in the previous
year’s test for improvements. But with a score
of 905 out of 1,000, it gets harder and harder
to improve, added Cherniss.

Beverly High didn’t score as well. The
school scored its lowest ever API result with
an 803, a 21 point drop from last year’s score.
It’s a 44 point drop from the school’s highest
score of 847 in 2006.

“We’re doing some investigating and min-
ing the data, asking questions as to why we
saw the decline we saw,” said BHUSD’s
director of curriculum Brian Tash, who said
the results of those studies should be available
in a couple weeks.

Though the high school joined 48 percent
of all California high schools in meeting the
statewide target growth standard of 800, it did
not met its specific target growth standard that
requires all subgroups to meet growth targets.

Three of the Beverly High’s four sub-
groups did not meet their respective target
growths. In fact, the students with disabilities
subgroup saw a 108 point drop in their score
this year.

A comparable district like Las Virgenes
Unified had high schools that scored higher
than Beverly. Agoura High’s score was 8§39, a
6 point rise from last year’s score. Calabasas
scored 842, but dropped 6 points from last
year’s score. However, both high schools met
their growth target.

Concerns about the significant drop in
Beverly High’s score have some teachers
searching for answers.

“We are never told to teach to the test but
we’re always told the test scores are very
important. We’re tested in April so I'm teach-
ing from the renaissance to modern day by
April, that’s almost physically impossible,”
said Beverly High social studies teacher Ann-
Marie Fine. “In a way, we’re set up for fail-
ure.”

The high school has had significant
turnover in faculty and administration in
recent years.

On the other hand, Fine added, there are
certainly students who are receiving 4 or 5s on
their AP European History tests but scoring
below basic on the state tests because they
simply don’t care to perform.

Tash also believes that part of the problem
could be aligning the textbooks and educa-
tional materials with the test standards. He
pointed to the high school’s two-year algebra
program, which divides the algebra I course
into two parts for students who need extra
help in math. The state doesn’t recognize the
two-part course and tests all algebra students
on the same test.

“What we’re learning [from these test
results] is what we have to do to improve and
we will really turn this around soon,” said
Tash. “But this is just one test. It’s just one
indicator of many indicators. Even though we
had a decline, we are still a high-performing
district.”

briefs cont. on page 7

Baker to Vegas

Top row (left to right):

Kevin Burger, Mark Schwartz, Sunday Arriaga, Jennifer Ayre, Bob Maycott, Mike McKessy,
Finn McClafferty, Dave Duncan, Tom West, Greg Mader

Bottom row:

Felicia Powell, Doug Matteson, Jeff Schmidt, Tyler Blondi, Anne Lunsman, Geo Trejo, Dave
Armour, Jessie Perez, Dave Tomlin, Dan Tanner, Brian Ballewag

The Beverly Hills Police Department (BHPD) is kicking off its 2008/2009 Baker to Vegas
training early this year. The Baker to Vegas race is a 120 mile relay course run by 20 of our
fastest police officers.

The Department has been very successful in past years, usually finishing in the top five.
Chief Snowden has challenged us to win our division this year and that is only accomplished
by dedication, hard work and great community support. The community support, as usual, is
outstanding and we would like to take this time to thank the following for their support for our
2007/2008 team: Resnick Family Foundation, Quicksilver Towing, Professional Produce, The
Kirpatrick Family, Leon Smith Parking Service, Michael Libow, Enterprise Rent-a-Car, Eric
Donaty DDS, and FTA events.

On Sept. 14, residents can watch our runners participate in the first qualifier of the year.
This coincides with the BHPOA Annual Pancake Breakfast which takes place from 8 a.m. to
12 p.m.

For more information about how to support the Baker to Vegas BHPD Team, contact Officer
Dave Tomlin at (310) 288-2625.

CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
PRESENTS

DR. LUCY JONES

World Renowned Seismologist and Chief Scientist with the U.S. Geological Survey

“Creating a Culture of Preparedness”

Monday, September 15, 2008 at 7:30pm
Beverly Hills City Hall - Council Chambers

455 North Rexford Drive

310.285.6830 - www.beverlyhills.org - Free parking available in Civic Center Parking Structure

Next Beverly Hills Forum: Monday, October 13, featuring Acclaimed Columnist and Author ROBERT SCHEER
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By Rudy Cole

Some short announcements for the con-
gregation became the main sermon:

It was a totally feel good event last
Friday at Greystone. Our city and schools
welcomed the coaches and players of
Marshfield High (near Boston) who played
our Norman’s football taem the next day.
This east versus west game made for a
good cultural exchange program and was
warmly received. Many people were
involved but a special thanks for helping
organize the party to Kristi Bradbury.
No, Greystone is not typical Beverly hous-
ing.

You know how much I love Rite Aid, or
Wrong Assistance as I affectionately call
our leading drug store? One more reason
for adulation. An elderly patron parked in
their lot, headed for the entrance and sud-
denly realized she also had to mail a letter,
and was walking toward Canon Drive
when a parking lot attendant began
screaming at her: “You will pay Twelve
Dollars when you leave!”

She tried to explain that she was coming
right back, and the Ambassador in charge
of public relations simply continued, loud-
ly, the chant: “You will pay Twelve
Dollars.” Flustered, my informant returned
to the store, made her purchases and vali-
dated her parking ticket hoping that would
entitle her to the free parking the advertis-
es.

Everything ended well. The attendant
was gone, there was only an open gate and
no one to demand her Twelve Dollars. Yes,
the store needs to guard against non-cus-
tomers who try to park while doing their
business elsewhere, but some common
courtesy or at least common sense should
be in order. (Note to the nice reader who
has a story about a “good” Rite Aid staffer:
lost your number, please call again.)

There is a big problem with one of the
alternate drug stores: CVS. When it was
constructed at Doheny and Wilshire, under
a different name, there was some opposi-
tion from neighbors which led to severe
restrictions on hours of operation and the
design of the parking lot.

While the competitor on Canon Drive is
open twenty four hours, CVS opens and
closes later and earlier, and on Sunday not
until 10 a.m. I think if CVS came back to
the council it might win some concessions.

ksk

We will miss Chris Sieroty who finally
did resign as managing editor of the
Courier last week. He had made previous
moves at leaving, and we once even pre-
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And Early Bird Candidates Emerge

maturely wrote that he had quit, but this
time it is real.

Sieroty is a member of a family with a
long tradition of liberal politics and com-
munity involvement. His cousin, Alan,
served Beverly Hills and the Westside first
as a state Assemblymember and later as
state senator, and he did so with great
integrity and distinction. I'm not sure
Chris shared Alan’s liberal posture, but the
name certainly gave the Courier credibility
in the community.

In a sense, you have to admire pubisher
Clif Smith’s tolerance of Sieroty. They
hardly shared political points of view—
CIif thinks the last great American presi-
dents were Ronald Reagan and Calvin
Coolidge.

We will miss Chris and wish him well
wherever he lands. He was a fair competi-
tor.

sk

More and more signs at business and
government counters: “Please turn off all
cell phones while waiting to be served.”
No problem, but would those on the other
side of the counter please turn off all office
phones while serving the public.

sk

Last month, the city sponsored an open
hearing on the General Plan. However,
despite the enormous impacts the long
awaited general plan will have on commu-
nity life, few people came.

Those who did made it very interesting.
Unfortunately, since I was not there and
had to depend on the television replay, the
lighting was so poor it was impossible to
identify speakers from the audience. You
could see those at the speaker’s table clear-
ly, but those from the floor were a large
blur.

One speaker made some very challeng-
ing comments: Addressing concerns of
property owners and merchants on South
Robertson between Wilshire and Olympic,
he cited both for years of neglect calling
the area a disgrace to our city unworthy of
support until it makes improvements on its
own.

The panelists I did manage to catch
included city planner John Lait, a very
able staffer with some excellent communi-
cation skills, along with Mayor Barry
Brucker and Planning Commission chair
Noah Furie, both handling the often can-
tankerous questions calmly. Furie and
Brucker are friends and often political

allies; that could help explain why the
ambitious Furie has apparently decided not
to enter next year’s race for city council —
Brucker will be seeking his second term.

You may not always agree with Brucker,
but he has one quality that has marked his
presidency of the school board and now as
mayor of the city council: He seldom loos-
es his cool, no matter the provocation and
he’s had some. I’ve seen him under attack,
annoyed by criticism of himself or his
friends on the school board and council,
and yet he doesn’t get down and dirty. He
is almost always polite and courteous even
to his detractors, at least in public.

As for the public meetings the city hopes
to help increase understanding, they sel-
dom work. Earlier this year the city
launched some “town hall” forums with
the not unexpected result that only very
partisan residents attended, and even few
of these. Reaching the less involved is not
likely, and the public gatherings, good
ideas in concept, are most often a waste of
time, money and people resources.

A much better resource are the television
stations the city controls, the internet and,
yes, newspaper advertising. More thought-
ful uses of these tools would be more
effective than hoping that residents will
flock to an auditorium for a gathering of
neighbors. Of course, they will if there is
an imminent plan impacting their immedi-
ate neighborhood, but not something so
distant as a ponderous, lengthy general
plan adoption process.

Put together a panel of homeowner lead-
ers, city planners, commissioners and
councilmembers and let them have at it on
the tube, the ratings might soar.
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Speaking of councilmembers, at least
two contenders have announced they will
run next year, although their methods of
letting people know speaks of their differ-
ences too.

The often reclusive Dr. Willie Brien did
not send out a press release or call the
community newspaper with word of his
candidacy: He did it in a mailer to voters.
Mayor Brucker did it with a press release.
The newspaper approach makes questions
from the press more likely. The mailer is
more exclusive.

No one questions Dr. Brien’s abilities or
integrity —he has loads of both and would
probably make an excellent member of our
council. He is a highly regarded member
of the medical community who held
important leadership roles at Cedars-Sinai
and he was an able member of the school
board at a time of deep divisions, even
more than now, on that body.

Dr. Brien has had other political ambi-
tions, but backed off, which always raises
questions about whether he has the fire in
the belly needed to face what could be a
very contentious election.

He once announced he would be a can-

didate for state Assembly, possibly
becoming the first elected official in our
city ever to advance to another office. We
have had state senators, Assemblymen and
congressmen who were residents, but
none of them ever served on our school
board or council.

When former Los Angeles City
Councilman Mike Feuer and the very tal-
ented Abbe Land, mayor of West
Hollywood, both entered the contest, Brien
withdrew. Feuer won.

The council candidate does have politics
in his heritage, as most residents know, he
is the grandson of former California
Governor and later chief justice Earl
Warren. Not so great governor, but proba-
bly one of the best chiefs in the court’s his-
tory. The Warren court’s ruling on school
segregation and one man one vote,
changed our nation.

The only other talked about candidate,
so far, is another former board member
Virginia Maas, who lost her bid for
reelection in 2003 when the voters sent
Myra Lurie and John Millan to serve our
schools.

There could be one or more candidates
active in the North Homeowner associa-
tion or with strong anti-council views.
Both Brien and Maas are probably on the
moderate side of development issues and
there probably will be some anti-incum-
bents in the field.

One still undecided possibility is the
school board’s Myra Lurie. Interesting that
we can’t find even one lawyer willing to
serve or run for council—years back we
had three at the same time. Lurie is a
lawyer, is good at bringing diverse people
together and, unlike some other lawyers
who prompted new ethics rules on return-
ing to represent people once leaving office,
Lurie is not a land use lawyer or govern-
ment related lawyer advocate. Although in
Larry Wiener we probably have the most
able city attorney serving any city in the
state, it would be good to have at least one
lawyer who can help explain legal matters
to his or her colleagues. However, Lurie
has told friends she is not really interested
in running.

Even though Vice Mayor Frank Fenton
has told friends he will not seek a second
term. His son, Steven, a very likely future
councilmember, is not expected to leave
his school board office to make the race for
council now. Steven is a highly skilled
campaigner—he finished first in his run
for board and has strong connections to
younger voters in the city.

Next week: A look at the Hilton referen-
dum. However, if you have a change to
hear and meet owner Beny Alagem, you
will learn more about his special vision for
the project than all the mailers put togeth-
er. His passion for bringing a new, world
class Waldorf=Astoria to our village is
very contagious.

Rudy Cole served for eight years as a
member and chair of the city’s Recreation
& Parks Commission. He was also
President of the Greystone Foundation
and served on three other city committees.
Rudy can be reached at: Rudy@bhweek-
ly.com.
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Remembering 9/11 seven years later

On Thursday, the seventh anniversary of the
September 11, 2001, attacks on the World
Trade Center and Pentagon, on-duty Beverly
Hills Fire Department uniformed personnel
will gather in front of the Headquarters Fire
Station at 6:45 a.m. to observe the anniversary
and to remember those civilians, law enforce-
ment personnel, and firefighters who lost their
lives on that day.

“It’s a very simple, solemn ceremony that
we do annually. It takes roughly about 15 min-
utes. It’s way for us to continue to honor the
sacrifice made by fellow fire departments as
well as civilians and the national loss that took
place on that tragic day,” said Beverly Hills’
Fire Department Chief Tim Scranton. “Its
important to not only remember the Trade
Center but also the Pentagon and Shanksville,
Penn., [where United flight 93 crashed].”

In accordance  with  International
Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) recommen-
dations, all uniformed members will be called
to attention at 6:58 a.m. and will ring the fire
bell in three sets of five chimes at 6:59 a.m.
(9:59 a.m. EDT - the time the World Trade
Center’s South Tower collapsed). At 7:00
a.m., there will be a minute of silence
observed. Then all attendees will be dis-
missed.

‘30 Years After’ holds inaugural Civic
Action event
‘30 Years After’ will host its inaugural Civic

Action Conference, which will bring together
over 1,000 at The Beverly Hilton Hotel in
Beverly Hills, California on Sunday.

“We want to get everyone within the Jewish
community, especially the Perisan-Jewish
community, to come attend, the younger gen-
eration and the older generation. We want to
increase everyone’s political awareness and
encourage them to get out and vote in
November. In the political sphere, we also
want to make it known that the Persian com-
munity is huge,” said Kimia Sehati of 30
Years After, a non-profit organization that
aims to promote the participation of Iranian-
American Jews in American political, civic
and Jewish affairs.

The 2008 Civic Action Conference is timed
to coincide with the 30th anniversary of the
Iranian Revolution and to precede the 2008
presidential election. The Conference will
address significant political issues facing Los
Angeles, the United States and Israel.

The full-day Conference will feature a
broad range of political and Jewish leaders,
including Los Angeles Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa, Congressman Henry Waxman,
Congressman Brad Sherman, former
Congressman Mel Levine, radio host Dennis
Prager, Beverly Hills Councilmember Jimmy
Delshad, California State Assembly member
Joel Anderson, Simon Wiesenthal Founder
Rabbi Marvin Hier, Malcolm Hoenlein of the
Conference of Presidents of Major Jewish
Organizations, Consul General of Israel Jacob
Dayan, Patrick Clawson of The Washington
Institute, and other notable figures.

The conference will be held on Sept. 14 at

city and schools cont. from page 3

to return to Beverly Vista.

“I know there’s the perception in the
community that the squeaky wheel gets the
oil but in this case we had to rectify some-
thing we did wrong. This really, I hope,
was a message to our teachers about how
much we value them and how much we
value their children,” said Board member
Brian Goldberg in a phone interview.
“There was a 5-0 consensus that we need-
ed to restore the section because there was
ambiguity in our policy [about permit stu-
dent transfers].”

Board members explained that this is not
a precedent for restoring all cut classes.
Meshkaty added that California is still
without a state budget and the District
doesn’t know how much money it will
receive from the state.

“The reality is that our permit system is
broken and we need to fix it soon,” said
Board member Steven Fenton in a phone
interview. “Under any circumstances, we
can never allow this to happen again.”

Fenton, Goldberg and others have previ-
ously argued that BHUSD allowed in too
many permit students.

This year, the Board implemented a
“legacy” permit, for out-of-district children
of BHUSD grads whose grandparents live
in Beverly Hills, that brought nine extra
students into the District.

The legacy permits were distributed by
grade level and availability of space in that
grade. In total, approximately 30 students
applied for legacy permits, 11 students

were selected and nine accepted them.
There were 15 students who accepted
opportunity permits, six declined.

The “spirit” of the legacy program was
to have an equal number of opportunity
permits to legacy permits, according to
Fenton, which is a problem he intends to
address at the next meeting.

“The taxpayers of Beverly Hills con-
tribute money to the school system where a
significant number of students are permit-
ted from LAUSD. The least we can do is
consult them on constructing a new poli-
cy,” said Fenton.

The total number of issued BHUSD and
city employee, diversity, opportunity and
legacy permits in BHUSD pushed close to
1,000 in a District with just over 5,000 stu-
dents.

Because the permit policy was not listed
on the Board’s meeting agenda, no vote or
final decision could be made at the meet-
ing.

Meshkaty has already sent out a request
for a special meeting of the Board to dis-
cuss “long-term plans” for the District “so
that we don’t have to deal with these issues
every year and so we won’t have to dis-
place students.”

“We still have open spaces in the District
but we’re full [in certain grades and
schools]. So in reality, we need to work on
a configuration of the District and have a
good long-term plan for the future of the
District and what we expect it to be and
how we expect to get there,” said

-
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THE BEVERLY HILTON
EXPANSION

IT'S
JUST
100

Learn the facts about why you should vote
NO on MEASURE H on November 4th.

Meshkaty.

Your No vote only means that the Hilton will return to the drawing table
and come back with a smaller hotel project that is more in keeping with
the character of Beverly Hills.

KICK OFF RALLY - This Sunday, September 14, 2008 at 3 to 5 p.m. at
622 N. Trenton, Beverly Hills.

FIRST PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING - Roxbury Park - Thursday,
September 18, 2008 at 7 p.m

vOTE NO ON MEASURE H

Send Donations To:
Citizens Right to Decide Committee
6303 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 201
Los Angeles, CA 90048
323 944-0910

For More Information - Justtoobig.com

Paid for By Citizens Right to Decide ID 1306876
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Sports

Friday night.
By Steven Herbert

The Beverly High football team’s last-sec-
ond comeback attempt fell a yard short or
even less Saturday night.

After Marshfield broke a tie on Sean
Griffin’s 37-yard field goal with one minute,
55 seconds to play, the Normans drove to the
Rams’ 1-yard-line but quarterback Dex
Lucci’s final two passes were incomplete in
the end zone in a 23-20 loss in the season-
opening intersectional game for both teams.

The officials’ call on the next-to-last play
— a Lucci pass intended for Erik Munzer —
brought a difference in opinion from the two
coaches.

“He called what he called. We know that
the kid caught the ball. We got it on tape,”
Beverly Hills coach Carter Paysinger said
minutes after the game and seeing the play
on videotape. “It’s part of the game.”

Said Marshfield coach Lou Silva: “From
our angle we had a perfect view and the ball
did bounce. The officials made the right call.

BHHS Football Team
Loses Opener

Normans set to play at Long Beach Jordan

We saw it and it did hit.”

Paysinger eschewed trying for a potential
game-tying 18-yard field goal on the game’s
final play — there was no provision to play
overtime — but instead called for another
Lucci-to-Munzer pass in the end zone,
which fell incomplete.

Five days before the game, Paysinger reit-
erated his — and essentially every other foot-
ball coach’s — belief in the importance of
avoiding turnovers. The comment proved
prophetic as the game’s only turnover led to
the winning field goal.

Munzer was unable to field a punt by
Brandon Chappell, with the Rams recover-
ing the ball on the Normans’ 14 with 5:47
remaining. Marshfield drove to the Beverly
Hills’ 4, including Jake Russell running for
two yards on a fourth-and-two play, before
being pushed back to the 20 on losses on two
running plays, a delay of game penalty and
an 11-yard sack of Jon Mullen, its quarter-

Purity
You Can
Trust.

When your family’s health is
foremost, you can rely on
YOSEMITE WATERS to provide
quality drinking water. Enjoy good
tasting water that is completely free of
chemicals, unfriendly bacteria like
cryptosproridium and unwanted mat-
ter such as lead,
which is found in
most household
plumbing
systems.

YOSEMITE
WATERS...
Convenient,
Reliable &
Affordable.

We’re the purity you can trust!

1-800-427-8420
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back.

The extra distance proved not to be a hin-
drance to Griffin, who had missed the extra
point attempt after the Rams’ first touch-
down.

The Normans began the final drive at their
42 after a short kickoff and David Saedi’s
return. Lucci completed his first five passes
of the drive — including three to Munzer for
19, 15 and 15 yards and one to Saedi for
eight — putting the ball on the Marshfield 3.

With Kenny Bassett — who had rushed for
126 yards on 13 carries — unable to play
because of an injury sustained on the drive’s
first play, Saedi ran for two yards to give
Beverly Hills a first-and-goal from the
Rams’ 1. Saedi was then stopped for no gain
and Lucci spiked the ball to stop the clock,
setting the stage for the final two plays.

Marshfield utilizes the run-oriented wing-
T offense, which is often difficult to defend
because defenses generally rarely face it and
its reliance on misdirection plays forces
defenses to change their rules.

The Rams did not attempt a pass until 3:36
into the third quarter and only threw two the
entire game, while rushing for 262 yards on
56 carries. Russell rushed for 128 yards and
two touchdowns on 18 carries and Bob
MacNeil 125 yards and one touchdown on
19 carries.

Marshfield’s use of the wing-T prompted
the Normans to make changes to their
defense, including having “nine guys play-
ing the run,” Paysinger said.

“We can’t simulate in practice what they
do at the speed they run it at, just like I'm
sure they couldn’t simulate what we do
throwing the ball, so it came down to who
executed the most plays and they did,”
Paysinger said. “Whenever you play any-
body who does something out of the normal,
it’s going to be tough.”

Silva said he entered the game “with the
idea of holding on the ball and we accom-
plished it somewhat.”

He was too modest in that assessment, as
the Rams had nearly a 2-1 edge in time of
possession, 31:26-16:34.

After Beverly Hills took a 6-0 lead on
Saedi’s two-yard run (Munzer missed the
extra point) on their second possession,
Marshfield drove 82 yards on 12 plays in
9:33, culminating with Russell’s one-yard
touchdown run. Russell carried the ball nine
times on the drive, including the final four
plays, gaining 61 yards. Griffith missed the
extra point, leaving the score tied.

The Normans were forced to punt after
three plays on their next possession.

MacNeil ran five yards for a touchdown
on the ensuing possession, one play after an
18-yard gain. MacNeil ran for 57 yards on
seven carries on the eight-play, 54-yard drive
that lasted 3:41.

The Beverly Hills defense forced the
Rams to punt on their next two possessions,
then tied the score, 13-13, on Saedi’s six-
yard run with 3:58 left in the third quarter.

Marshfield regained the lead on Russell’s
33-yard run. The Normans re-tied the score
on Bassett’s five-yard run, two plays after
Lucci’s 28-yard pass to Muzner gave them a
first down on the Rams’ 2-yard line.

“There’s an old saying — sometimes it’s
better off being lucky than good,” Silva said.
“We had some good breaks, but I think we

made some of our own breaks. Our backfield
and all our skill kids are inexperienced and
they came through today.

“We had a simple game plan and I loved
the way it worked out for us. I knew we had
to keep the ball away from [Beverly Hills] so
we had to go on long drives, short gains and
hold on to the ball as long as we possibly
could.”

Despite the loss, Paysinger said he thought
Beverly Hills “played well.”

Lucci completed 11 of 23 passes for 129
yards, and was most effective in the fourth
quarter, completing six of 11 passes for 84
yards.

“I thought he did a great job leading the
team down the field on that last drive,”
Paysinger said. “He had a couple of balls
that we just missed, just a little overthrown.”

Bassett, the offensive line, nose guard
Daniel Kim, defensive end Greg Townsend
and cornerback Willy Wood drew praise
from Paysinger for their play.

The loss dropped the Normans one spot to
eighth in the Southern Section Western
Division poll released Monday.

What’s Next?

The Normans are scheduled to play at
Long Beach Jordan Friday in a nonleague
game beginning at 7 p.m.

The game will be the season opener for the
Panthers, who were 5-5 in 2007.

Long Beach Jordan uses the pass-oriented
spread offense

“It’s going to be a tremendous challenge,”
Paysinger said. “They’re going to be as big,
or bigger than us up front and probably
faster than we are on the outside.”

The Panthers will also have an advantage
because they have seen the Normans play,
and can make the appropriate preparations,
and have not been exposed to the injury risk
of a game, Paysinger said.

Playing a game means his staff and team
“know what we need to work on,” Paysinger
said.

Boys’ Cross Country
Alumni Run
Beverly Hills senior Alex Falcon won,
completing the 2.1-mile Rancho Park course
in 11:07 Aug. 30, 19 seconds ahead of team-
mate Gunther Klaus, who finished second.

Girls’ Cross Country
Alumni Run
Jamie Bratman edged fellow Beverly Hills
junior Raquel Hefflin for the victory Aug.
30. Both were timed in 13:15 on the 2.1-mile
Rancho Park course.

What’s Next?

The boys’ and girls’ teams are scheduled
to officially open their seasons Saturday by
competing in The Great Cow Run at Cerritos
Regional Park in a meet scheduled to begin
at 8 am.

Boys’ Water Polo

Beverly Hills was ranked eighth in the
Southern Section Division V preseason poll
released Monday. The Normans are sched-
uled to open the season Sept. 19 by playing
in the Century Tournament in Santa Ana.



Girls’ Tennis

The Normans are scheduled to open their
season Tuesday with a nonleague match at
Corona Del Mar beginning at 3 p.m.

Ocean League singles champion Marie
Zalameda, and Zarina Pisnoy, who lost to
Zalameda in the league singles finals, both
return.

Also returning are Megan Margolin, who
teamed with the since-graduated Berri Myers
to win the 2007 Ocean League doubles
finals, and the Akasia J-Riggins-Sunia J-
Riggins doubles team, which lost in the
Ocean League final. The J-Riggins are twins.

Singles player Brittney Morgan and dou-
bles player Molly Werner, both starters in
2007, also return.

Beverly Hills was 20-4 in 2007, losing to
top-seeded Valley Village Campbell Hall,
10-8, in the Southern Section Division II
final.

Girls’ Volleyball

Beverly Hills is scheduled to open its sea-
son Tuesday by playing at Playa Del Rey St.
Bernard in a nonleague match beginning at
3:15 p.m. The Normans are also scheduled to

play host to Westlake Village Westlake
Wednesday at 5 p.m. in the Swim-Gym in
another nonleague match.

Beverly Hills returns three starters — out-
side hitters Syline Kim and Mallory Smith
and middle blocker Brianna Smith — from
last year’s team which was 14-13, finishing
second in the Ocean League, ending its
streak of six consecutive seasons of winning
or sharing a league title. However, the
Normans advanced to the second round of
the Southern Section playoffs for the first
time since 1989.

“Our strength is definitely our front court,”
coach Marla Weiss said. “Our challenge will
be replacing what we lost — all our passing
and defensive players — Rebecca Rosen and
Nicole Winegred. We can be very good if our
passing develops.”Brianna Prince, a transfer
from Arizona, is expected to be the starting
setter, with Emily Rosen set to start at libero
and Tamara Skootsky at middle blocker,
Weiss said.

Professional Baseball
Joe Rocchio, a 2003 Beverly High gradu-
ate, was credited with a save in the

AUCTION

WESTERN

LAND RUSH

Clearwater Threshers’” 2-1 victory over the
Sarasota Reds in a Florida State League
game Aug. 28 at Sarasota.

Rocchio relieved Daniel Brauer with out
in the bottom of the ninth inning and runners
on first and second. Rocchio induced Yuber
Rodriguez to fly out and pinch-hitter Todd
Frazier to ground out to end the game.

Rocchio had a 0.00 earned run average and
six strike outs in eight innings in his eight
appearances with Clearwater after the
Philadelphia Phillies assigned him to the
team on Aug. 6 after completing a rehabilita-
tion assignment with their Gulf Coast
League affiliate.

Women’s College Volleyball

Aida Cadres, a 2005 Beverly Hills gradu-
ate, led Providence in digs in both of its first
two matches of the 2008 season.

Cadres had 13 digs, along with six kills,

three assists and two service aces in the
Friars’ season-opening 21-25, 17-25,25-20,
25-19, 15-7 loss to Canisus and 15 digs, two
kills and two service aces in a 25-17, 25-16,
20-25, 25-15 victory over South Carolina
State in Tiny Laster Tournament matches
Aug. 29 in Hampton, Va.

“‘Eeda’ is our team’s emotional leader,”
Providence coach Margot Royer said. “She
worked hard over the summer to be ready for
her senior season. She sets the tone on the
court as a naturally verbal leader and is flex-
ible enough to play a number of positions on
the court.”

Steven Herbert has covered Beverly High
sports for the Beverly Hills Weekly since
1999. He welcomes feedback and sugges-
tions. He can be reached by e-mail at
StvHerbert@aol.com, by telephone at (310)
275-7943 or by fax at (310) 273-4519.
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A night in the life of a Beverly Hills police officer

By Jacquelyn Ryan

Friday, Aug. 1, 2008
North Rexford Drive
6 p.m. I'm a little bit nervous as I walk

into the Beverly Hills Police
Department. I'm daunted by its enor-
mous size and winding walkways but
more nervous about getting stuck in the
middle of a wild shoot-out or high-speed
chase. On the other hand, I suppose it’s
the possibility of those two things that
made me want to go for a ride-along
with a Beverly Hills police officer in the
first place. Regardless, I enter the station
and anxiously wait to be escorted down-
stairs to take part in the pre-shift meet-

ing.

6:10 p.m. I walk past a wall lined with
gold-framed portraits of officers in the
Beverly Hills Police Department to enter
a large grey room, with city maps tacked
up near a photo of President George W.
Bush. There are long rectangular grey
desks laid out in square with 12 to 15
officers and lieutenants sit around it, dis-
cussing last night’s “activities.”

6:20 p.m. I meet Field Training
Officer Eric Olson, who will be my
guide for the night. He is tall slender but
muscular with a buzz-cut cropped close
to his head. He looks every bit the part of
a police officer. Olson joined BHPD
years ago after leaving the Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department, where he
worked for seven years.

6:30 p.m. Eric takes me for a quick
tour of the station, where I see the work-
out room, the dispatch room and offices
for the several different authorities in the

station. We head to the garage on a bot-
tom level of the station. It looks a bit like
a mall parking lot, with different sized
cars filling every space in the huge lot.
Only, these cars are black and white and
one is armored and looks like a mini-
tank.

6:45 p.m. Eric shows me how he gets
ready for his shifts everyday. We get a
shotgun and head over to a sand-filled
barrel, where he shows me how to load
it. We then grab a “war bag,” made up of
gas masks, flashlight and other emer-
gency items that Eric says police always
need to have on-hand. We pack up the
SUV and with a two guns separating me
in the passenger seat from Eric in the
driver seat. We are finally ready to hit
the streets.

7:00 p.m. Our first stop is Starbucks.
BHPD officers work in 12-hour shifts,
which means Eric, who has already
worked a day-shift starting at 6 a.m.,
will be working until 6 a.m. Without caf-
feine, these guys might not make it
through the night. We meet Eric’s part-
ner Field Training Officer Brian
Balleweg at the coffee shop. The baristas
behind the counter quickly greet the offi-
cers with cheerful hellos and ask about
their lives. Eric and Brian tell me it’s
great to work in a city like Beverly Hills,
where residents like the police officers
and enjoy their presence. It’s not like
that everywhere in L.A.

7:20 p.m. There’s a small computer
on the dashboard on the police car that
connects the officers with dispatch and
each other. The computer beeps and Eric
tells me we’ve been dispatched up to
Carolyn Way in the hills with a com-
plaint about construction, which is pro-
hibited after 6 p.m. The streets are small
and curvy; I’'m surprised we fit down the
alley-like street to our destination. Sure
enough, several men are outside moving
bricks and hosing construction dust off
the sidewalk. Eric tells them they have
to cease construction, when the home-
owner barges outside in protest. He tells
Eric they aren’t actually doing any con-
struction, simply cleaning up. Eric, who
didn’t feel it necessary to fight, just tells
them to quit immediately.

7:30 p.m. One thing that Eric says
really bugs him as a police officer is

when people argue with him. He says
sometimes he pulls people over for not
wearing a seatbelt in the car and when he
actually approaches them, the driver
suddenly has his seatbelt on and claims
to have had it on the whole time. He said
that’s essentially like calling a police
officer a liar, and that doesn’t tend to go
well for the citizen.

8:00 p.m. We stop at Roni’s Diner on
Santa Monica Boulevard to get dinner.
Brian meets up with us again. Each offi-
cer orders a sandwich with salad. They
don’t like to eat heavy food at night. It
can slow them down and make them
sleepier. When we’re through, the offi-
cers receive a discount on their meal.

8:45 p.m. Since I'm still fairly new to
Beverly Hills, Eric takes me on a tour of
the streets. As a roaming officer for the
night, Eric has to ‘make the rounds’ any-
way, so he provides some running com-
mentary as we pass different landmarks,
including Shug Knight’s studio. I asked
Eric if was constantly on the look-out. I
meant on the look-out for crimes, but
Eric responded by saying he was con-
stantly on the look-out for his own safe-
ty. Anyone could pull up next to his car
at a red light, pull a gun and kill him
without warning, he said.

9:00 p.m. We are dispatched again.
This time, the complaint is about three
teens on Beverly Drive near Wilshire
who have been pointing a red laser
pointer in drivers’ faces as they come
down the street. It takes us about 40 sec-
onds to get over there, but the kids are
clearly gone. We comb the neighbor-
hood, alleys and parking structures, but
there are no teens to be found.

9:20 p.m. We drive back to the station
for a restroom break. It’s so quiet and
devoid of people inside the building now
that I feel like we’ve broken into some-
place after business hours. Eric tells me
he lives out near Santa Clarita with his
wife and two young daughters. With
three 12-hour shifts a week, Eric typical-
ly has four-day weekends in which he
takes his family camping. It’s a great
way to unwind from a stressful job, he
says.

9:30 p.m. We’re back on the street.
Eric tells me that one of the hardest parts
of his job is convincing people that
police work isn’t like what they see on
television. People assume that crime
investigations can be resolved within a
few days and that there is always an
obvious suspect. The worst part is the
expectancy of speed, he says. On the t.v.
show “CSI,” DNA test results can be
received within minutes. In reality, Eric
says the absolute fastest time he has ever
seen DNA results returned was seven
days.

10:00 p.m. We’re driving down
Wilshire Boulevard just past Beverly

when Eric spots a beat-up Cadillac that
is missing its license plate light. Eric
flips on the siren, which reflexively
sends a bolt of fear through my heart,
and calls for back-up. At night, officers
always call for back-up no matter how
small the issue. The car pulls over near
Bedford and Eric goes to talk with the
driver. I stand close enough to hear the
majority of the conversation. Eric calls
dispatch to check the driver’s license. It
turns out was the driver’s license is
revoked due to a DUI a few months ago.
Eric explains to the driver that he could
have his car impounded and he could be
arrested for driving illegally like this.
But the driver is on his way to work and
explained to Eric that he is working with
the court on getting a provisional license
to do so and showed Eric the paperwork
proving so. Eric gives him a warning.
Later, Eric tells me that sometimes offi-
cers have to use their best judgment
before issuing a ticket. The officers in
BHPD have discretion in issuing tickets
and citations. Eric said that he was sure
the driver was scared by the possibility
of a punishment which served the same
purpose as at ticket. He said sometimes
in a situation like that, you have to con-
sider the consequences. If he had arrest-
ed the driver and impounded his car, the
driver most likely would have lost his
job and could have been pushed toward
crime.

10:30 p.m. We return to the station.
My night is almost over. At 11, police
officers double up in their cars and I was
going to lose my seat on the passenger
side. Before I go, Eric takes me on one
last tour—the jail. Eric takes out his gun
and any other objects that could be used
as a weapon before we enter the jail on
lower level of the station. It’s a long cor-
ridor with several steel doors that have
what seem to be just one square-foot
windows. The cells are concrete inside,
with a steel faucet and sink and steel toi-
let. There’s a window to the outside, but
it faces a brick wall. I stretch my arms
out and can almost touch the side walls
simultaneously. There are few larger
cells that are sometimes used for protec-
tive custody. Eric says a little over 40
people could be held in the BHPD jail at
once.

10:45 p.m. Eric and I meet up with
Brian again. Brian is in a surveillance
room, with at least six huge screens
showing all angles of the police station
and its surrounding area. They tell me to
wave as I leave from the parking lot. For
a Friday night, not much happened. No
shoot-outs, no public drunkenness and in
a way I feel cheated. But Eric and Brian
tell me that that’s the way it goes—
sometimes it’s a quiet and pleasant night
and other times it’s non-stop action. The
uncertainty can keep it exciting.
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Place your ad in the Beverly Hills Weekly’s Service Directory for the low cost of $250 for 10 weeks!

Service Directorzw

CARPET CLEANING

Clean Carpet Care

» Steam Cleaning * Free Deodorizer
» Free Spot Removal
Residential/Commercial

; All Janitorial Services can
' be done!

COLON HYDROTHERAPY

COMPUTER SERVICES

Don'tignore your gut feeling. | |[< NS
. = JT Gonsulting Group

Let us handle all your
Computer and IT needs

consulting * setups * upgrades * networking * security « software

Colon hydrotherapy can help you with good sex drives,
slim body, happiness, sleeping well, higher energy, good
posture, stamina, and clean complexion.

20+ Years Experience

. hardware * system-setups * internet-setups * servers * workstations *
Serlng the Los Angeles area for over 45 years. applications + windows + mac * linux * microsoft-office * antivirus *
H H H back-ups * printers « toner
32 3 -898-89 ] 2 Rys la 6200 WIIShIre BIVd'I LOS Angelesl Ca 90048 and many other solutions for your business or individual needs!

P NQUALITY CLEANING! Musnicki 323-934-0011 310-228.7676
CONSTRUCTION DECK RESTORATION DETOX

ELECTRICAL
VICHEZ Deck Restoration DAYLIGHT
CON/TRUCTION Inc. and Maintenance DETOX
www.hugoplumbing.com

ELECTRIC

Restore old damaged decks. Handle all your electrical needs.

Residential and Commercial.
. EE-I\(AJSEII\EJLING . g%%'gl'ggs Repair, resurface and protect High and Low Voltage
e ° . ecurl ameras
. BATHROOMS  * DRY WALL your decks and exterior wood. | Tmubl‘zshooﬁng.

« SHEET ROCK References - License #821635 ngﬁggdvg%r$b§;a§g:::é? if]rsiﬁfga.
LIC#744988 Elizabeth St. Painters CALL JERRY Free Estimates

323-732-5141

hugovilche@aol.com

(818) 506- 9731 310-466-1240 Call: (310) 385-8585

DoGmaNNG i EECRIAL [ GARDENNG
wieaci,  EXPERT DOG TRAINING | [POWERIAISELECTRIC ). | ¥ Dfemarmods 85

Do you need help training your dog not to: chew, bark, Residential e Commercial
jump on people, pull on the leash or be aggressive? « Troubleshooting Westside .,&méow Maintonance
Call us for professional and effective dog o Electrical Panels For Exclu.swe Homes and.Estates
training! e Experienced and Reliable

* Recessed Lighting * Residential and Commercial

o | Canine Interactions, Inc. +Reviing.oodlvons et e o B el M
onée LA‘dgg .com www.oneLAdog.com Free Estimates * Lic # 871996 - Attention to Detail

%o (310) 701-5104 Tel FREE ESTIMATES
PogTeining 888-935-D0OGS (3647) (310) 306-8505 Fax (310)578-9907

HOME SERVICES HAIRSTYLIST JEWELRY

Makcnr Wavss scar | [ JACKMOND
Pond & Aquarium Servicing Hairstylist
H()me & PRIVATE & PERSONAL FOR YOU! R A R E T I M E P I E C E S
Commercial International Award Winner Stylist W NEED CASH? $$$$$
Haircutting .................. $35
FREE Highlights, coloring ......... $30-$45 BUY * SELL * TRADE * LOAN
CONSULTATION Waxing ................. $20-$180 WE PAY TOP FOR YOUR
WITH AD Shaves, trims  ........... $20 to $140 o $$$$ o OuU Jackmond.com
(8 1 8) 787_82 1 6 L.OS Angeles . Miami . Madrid JEWLERY & WATCHES 333 N. Canon Dr, Bever]y Hills, CA 90210
sales@mknwaves.con} '.WWW.In.knanGS.COII’I For Appomtmc;;lltl_sl (éa'u / $323)385—5569 Omega, Rolex, and much more. 310.888.8088
15 years of servicing the industry OscarSfyli;)t@;:I:;).com BH Lic # 1910-1118 info@jackmond.com

LANDSCAPING

——oues —— PAINTING

Hardscaping & Grand Opening -
TLerivi ke inp [%esi 1 Hr $49 FREE Foot Massage Dependable Mﬂﬂ“ﬁll S
Concrete Ste Paver 9080(3:(:: sl\tt(e’:tl%f}z:y 1s)t:; 100 Movers PAINTING

West Hollywood, CA 90069

Redwood Fence & Deck, 310-275-0080 Ful: Serviije&& Bcoucrl'ce:i)us 800-‘5 16-0029 d Fret? Estimates
Tree Trimming & Removal nsure onde Pride In Quallty Since 1982

Open 7 Days 10am- 9pm

Sprinklers, Drip & Balance BOdy Works II_\-IO Jé)[: 1.;.0? Small e Interior/Exterior
Drain Systems, BalLance THERAPEUTiC ( I; kaf. -A 54?;)9) * Residential/Commercial
Outdoor Lighting, ﬂ a J I (I 9/(9 SK Tor Arno e Thorough Preparation and Masking
Clean-up & Hauling call (323) 630-991' e Wallpaper & Acoustic Ceiling Removal
JUAN — THA-YOGA BODYWORK ¢ Drywall Stucco Repair-Texturing
310-720-6833 : or (3 2 3) 991_1 -l 93 e Wood Finishes, Staining, Decks, Fences
Lic. #818789 .

License #417800-Insured
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Service Directorxm

Place your ad in the Beverly Hills Weekly’s Service Directory for the low cost of $250 for 10 weeks!

PAINTING

Elizabeth St. Painters

Custom interior and
exterior painting.
Wood repairs, stucco, molding.
Neat, clean and reliable.

Locally Owned
License #821635

(818) 506-9731

PAINTING

J

barders, finishes
Paintcci furniture

(@‘“‘ >,

Joale Dlec.cnzo
i;_,a mmartino
) 517-3242

PAINTING

Marks Painting

® [nterior + exterior ® Drywall
* Plaster, Stucco Repair
Free estimates
Workers insured
License #775018

(310) 822-3870
(310) 945- 8940

PARTY BUS PET SITTING PLASTERING

Pty PBus

@ A .u"uumn .'r_.f (Charter Warder Tours, Tnc.

e -

5600 Lenore Ave., Arcadia, CA
91006
Online Reservations @
www.LAPartyBus.com

Phone: 626-575-3591
Fax: 626-226-4106

A Pet's Best Friend
Since 1989

* FULL SERVICE

* Pet Sitting service

» Dogs, Cats & exotic

* Veterinary Experience

310-489-1667

Reptilegirl30@hotmail.com
Licensed, Bonded & insured
Excellent rates and references

Plastering

Exterior Stucco, Lime plaster,
patchwork. New Construction
Remodels,

Large and Small, custom quality work.

All finishes.
Lelle Plastering

(909)815-8149

______PLUMBING |  PRIVATE INVESTIGATION

ADRIE NAHUM

24HR. PLUMBING SERVICE

Save Time and Money
WE DO IT ALL!
+ Sprinklers * Re-pipe * Heating
*New Plumbing * Sewage + Remodeling

All work 100% Guaranteed

Insured, Licensed & Bonded
Cell: Office:

(310) 925-1524 (310) 273-3133

License #637-369

Ocean View Clobal

Detective Agency, Inc.
(310) 328-8955

**24 hour Full Service Agency **World Wide Services*
Confidentiality ** Discretion**
Owned and Operated by Former Law Enforcement Officers

50 years Combined Experience

*Intervention*
*executive protection services*
License : PPl # CSL AQ012993
OceanViewLawGroup@shbcglobal.net

Lelieve stress tension

Get true balance mind, bod and spirit.
Natalie can help guide you t rough |t all.

Do you feel lost, depressed, out of sink, unbalanced?
Natalie will tell you why.

In some cases people have lost themselves spiritually and don't even
know it. Natalie could tell you if you are one of those people.
Choose mind, body, and spirit

Call 310) 30-1721

REMODELING

PSYCHIC YOGA

Psychic Yoga Center
$10 Special

I guarantee to resolve all life’s problems
through my metaphysical reading special-
ized in soulmates, tarot, and palm reading

Aura cleansing Chakra Balancing

Call for an enlightening experience

(310) 550-1022

UDPSCALE REMODELING AT
AFFORDABILE PRICES!

Kitchen and Bathroom Renovation
Complete Swimming Pool Remodeling
Home Improvements . Additions

(818) 325-5558 or (323)387-9999

Free

Estimates

TUTORING

0@\ All Subjects, All Levels

One-on-One, We
V !

Come to You
540 / hr
* Math * English * Science *
* Foreign Language * SAT *
www.Total-Tutors.com

(310) 775 - 7599

TILE

Advanced Tile & Grout

Specializing in Cleaning & Sealing:
& Ceramic Tile 4 Natural Stone ¢
€ Saltillo Tile ¢ Pavers ¢
Diamond Polishing:

4 Marble ¢ Granite ¢ Travertine 4

Bonded - licensed -Insured
Call for a free estimate

1-866-410-9734
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| PLUMBING
ORY'S &%

PLUMBI