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Hubbard, Christiansen’s preliminary 
hearing to go all week

The prelimi-
nary hearing in 
the case against 
former Beverly 
Hills Unified 
School District 
Former Beverly 
Hills Unified 
School District 
Superintendent 
Jeffery Hubbard 
and former faci-
lities director 
Karen Anne 
Chr i s t i an sen 
began in court 
this week.

At the 
Los Angeles 
Superior Court 
Airport bran-
ch, the hearing 
was moved to 
D e p a r t m e n t 
146 under 
Judge Kathryn 
Solorzano from 
D e p a r t m e n t 

“Courier letter of the editor: Jan 18, 
2011: Douglas vs. Richmond”

Regarding a Letter in the January 14, 
2011,  Courier, the writer shows no 
shame indicting [Supt.] Dick Douglas 
and the Board of Education without foun-
dation.  Of course, one must always con-
sider the source of such ramblings.

The Board made the right decision to 
bring on Douglas, who  recently retired 
from a 10 year stint as Principal and 
Superintendent in Montecito.  Douglas 
has brought stability and experience  in a 
most difficult period: lawsuits, basic aid , 
Measure E and changes of management at 
all levels.  And while “new technologies” 
are important, righting the ship must be a 
top priority in the near term.

If the letter writer wold take a moment 
to read the District’s newly revised 
Technology Plan, she would find goals 
and advances on par with  and exceeding 
most schools.

As to new technologies, Superintendent 
Douglas has considerable experience pre-
siding over the implementation and  inte-
gration of educational technologies both 

in Montecito and at Hawthorne School.
In Montecito, where this writer had 

the opportunity to visit,  the use of con-
temporary technologies, applications and 
classroom integration where robust.

During the 1990’s and up to Douglas’ 
untimely and unfortunate departure in 
1999, he was instrumental in guiding the 
expansion of technology at Hawthorne 
School.  Interactive laser disc players 
and media,  mounted TVs in many class-
rooms,  a budding network including 
servers and early access to the internet 
are just a few  of the initiatives under-
taken by Douglas and his staff. 

One memorable example of his involve-
ment was the selection of new library 
software. After reviews and previews by 
his committee, an application was select-
ed. Unfortunately, it was not approved at 
the district level.  However, many years 
later that same library application was 
purchased and installed at all four K-8 
schools, an excellant choice!  Douglas 
was ahead of the curve then,  give him a 
chance to do the same now.

The board has renewed its interest in 
finding a new superintendent, the criteria 
for which is well established, includ-
ing “proactive and innovative.”  In the 
meantime, Douglas is the right man for 
the time.

And please, at least have some respect 
for bow ties!

Craig Davis
Beverly Hills
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142 with  Judge Mark Windham. Current 
Newport Mesa Unified School District 
superintendent Hubbard pled not guilty. 
Court clerk was unable to say why the 
change was necessary. 

According to reports, defense attorneys 
spent more than four hours questioning 
assistant superintendent Alex Cherniss 
over BHUSD’s financial protocol and 
documents on Tuesday, the first day of 
the hearing. 

Despite the charges, the Newport-
Mesa Unified School District Board of 
Education has stood unwaveringly behind 
Hubbard. He has remained on the job and 
been defended in local press by other 

school officials. 
Christiansen remains in custody at the 

women’s detention facility in Lynwood 
but her attorney has made a motion to 
reduce her bail amount, from its current 
$2 million. 

The hearing continued until after press 
time. 

Hubbard’s Newport-Mesa Board 
standing by him 

Former BHUSD superintendent Jeffery 
Hubbard’s school district, the Newport-
Mesa Unified School District, has been 
supportive and defensive of their new 
superintendent. 

The Board of Education there has his-

torically circled 
around any 
member facing 
damaging char-
ges.  Three 
years ago, an 
NMUSD board 
member was 
charged with 
drunk driving. 
The Board stood 
behind him. 

This year, 
when Hubbard 
faced charges 

of misallocation of school funds, the 
NMUSD board has stood behind him.

“All of us feel that he’s innocent until 
proven guilty and the situation is not 
impairing his ability to function as a 
superintendent,” said NMUSD Board pre-
sident Walt Davenport.  “We all see it as 
a very fluid situation subject to evaluation 
at any point.”

At the moment, Davenport said the 
Board feels the hearing is “going in a 
positive direction.” 

Recently, a board member told the 
Daily Pilot that the language used betwe-
en Hubbard and Christiansen in e-mails 
released recently by the BHUSD was 
typical speak for the former BHUSD 
official. 

The ongoing saga with the Kobor buil-
ding under-construction at the corner of 
Wilshire and Robertson has taken a turn 
with the hiring for former three-term 
Beverly Hills Tom Levyn, who will 
negotiate on behalf of the developer.

The owners of 8767 Wilshire, the 
Kobor Family Trust, have brought a 
legal suit against the city of Beverly 
Hills, which won’t allow the building 
to be partially converted to medical 
use, alleging the city is illegally biased 
against medical use and against the han-
dicapped.

Levyn is the political mentor and 
campaign chair of Vice Mayor Barry 
Brucker, who voted against the Kobor 
medical usage when it came before the 
Council last. Levyn was an honorary 
chair of the Re-Elect Barry Brucker 
campaign.

“It doesn’t matter to me who they 
retain,” said Brucker. “I have a lot of 
friends in Beverly Hills and that holds 
no bearing on how I make decisions. 
… Look at my voting record and look 
at what I hope is a very high level of 
integrity, not based on what lawyer they 
hired.”

Brucker voted in the majority against 
the project when the City Council ini-
tially stopped the construction with a 3-2 
vote against the proposal. In the event, 
Brucker changes his vote, the Kobor 
building will be allowed to have medical 
facilities in the mixed-use building that 
had been denied such privileges only 
last year. 

Levyn joins attorney Benjamin Reznik, 
who is the counsel of record. 

The $40-million suit alleges that,  
“Instead of following its own review 
standards, City officials impermissibly 
chose to focus on Petitioner’s refusal 
to pay the City a ransom in the form 
of parking substantially in excess of 

City Municipal Code requirements, or 
some other equally expensive ‘public 
benefit.’ City decision-makers also used 
Petitioner’s application to advance their 
broader policy agendas against certain 
types of development despite the fact 
that the City’s General Plan and Zoning 
Code explicitly allow the petitioner’s 
proposed project.” 

At least one Councilmember disagrees 
with this categorization. 

“It’s not a shakedown,” said 
Councilmember John Mirisch. “It’s not 
just about the money; it’s about the 
negative impact on the residential nei-
ghborhood.” 

The City Council denied the building 
medical usage arguing it will cause tra-
ffic congestion and add to a saturation 
of medical facilities in the area. The city 
council voted to cap the amount of new 
or expanded medical usage in commer-
cial zones in the entire city earlier this 
month. Limiting the amount of medical 
facilities has been a long-discussed prio-
rity of the city council. 

“I think what the city did was wrong 
on many levels, not the least of which 
is the fact that it clearly discriminated 
against disabled people,” said Reznick, 
referring in part to a City Council discus-
sion about the impact of use of handica-
pped placards in vehicles in the city. 

The Kobor building is under cons-
truction and is now being funded by the 
Kobor family after its initial financer, 
City National, pulled out.   Allowing 
medical facilities in the building is the 
only way to secure a new loan for the 
construction, Kobor argues. 

The planning commission and city 
council approved the initial plan for a 
four-story 75,116-square foot building 
was proposed with 358 parking spaces.

The developer came back later to ask 
for allowances. In September 2006, the 

planning commission put restrictions on 
the building’s land use:  no medical, no 
coffee shops and no pharmacy. It also 
required 21 parking spaces for general 
public. Council added that the building 
may have no rooftop usage and must 
have 51 parking spaces for public, as 
well as be built in an environmentally 
friendly way.  

The approved final plan was 60,856 
square feet of general office space and 
14,260 sq feet of retail, for a 75,116 
square foot total and  215 private parking 
spaces plus 51 public parking spaces. 

The Kobors accepted it and registered 
it with Los Angeles County Recorder’s 
Office . 

Shortly thereafter, an amendment was 
filed to allow medical use, among other 
things. Specifically, the Kobors asked 
for 54,900 square feet of medical use, 
2000 square feet of restaurant or sundry 
shop, 4,696 square feet of general office, 
12,404 square feet of retail and 1,116 
square feet of pharmacy and the removal 
of public parking spaces requirement. 
They wanted to offer 336 parking priva-
te spaces, with 70 to 80 available to the 
public through a valet service. 

The Planning Commission said it 
would cause increased traffic and reduce 
the planned parking in the area. It would 

cause twice as many daily trips -- nearly 
3,000-- would increase incursion of offi-
ce traffic into residential neighborhoods, 
and traffic impacts with pedestrians. 

“I think we need to send a clear mes-
sage [about] the integrity of the process, 
the commitments made by the appli-
cants and the very much hard work that 
was done by the planning commission 
and staff,” said Brucker when he voted 
against the amendments.  “I will leave 
with you this one comment, it’s [former 
mayor] Mr. [Joe] Tilem, back in ‘06, he 
said ‘This project with a Class-A office, 
this represents the best thinking of the 
commission and the staff.’ And I think 
he was right.”

Kobor attorney Reznick said he feels 
the law on their side, when contacted on 
Tuesday. 

Should the judge rule in favor of 
the city, the Kobors could still bring  
building amendments before the City 
Council again. Should that happen, 
Brucker says he will remain among the 
decision makers. 

“I would not recuse myself  because 
that would suggest that I’m not able to 
stay objective,” said Brucker. “Anyone 
who would suggest otherwise is just 
making noise.”
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“To be real honest, he has e-mailed 
me and said, ‘love ya’ and ‘sweetheart’ 
and ‘hang in there,’ and ‘Thanks, babe,’” 
Fluor said to the Daily Pilot last week. 
“So, you know, he’s a very affectionate 
person and expresses himself and does 
say some witty things, and that’s the type 
of relationship when you’re working with 
a superintendent. You develop a bond of 
trust and closeness that’s not necessarily 
sexual.” 

Davenport said the Board has not had 
any conversation about would happen to 
Hubbard if he were found guilty. 

El Rodeo carjacking suspects arrested 
Four suspects were arrested in con-

junction with the carjacking that occurred 
outside El Rodeo school last week. 

Maria Torres, 19, German Lopez, 19, 
and one male and one female 17 year 
olds were taken into custody after a Los 
Angeles Police Department officer iden-
tified the stolen vehicle at the corner of 
Slauson Ave and Crenshaw, Tuesday, 
Jan. 11, just after 10 p.m. 

Carjackings in this neighborhood are 
“extremely rare,” according to a police 
spokesman. 

Citizens’ budget review announced
The Citizens’ Budget Review Committee 

will reveal what they found in a two year 
evaluation of the city’s finances. 

“Over the past two years, the Citizens’ 
Budget Review Committee has spend 

hundreds of hours evaluating the city’s 
budget with the objective to evalute the 
city’s budget, develop revenue generating 
ideas and recommend spending cuts to the 
city council,” according to the release. 

The meeting will highlight the city’s 
financial past, present and future. 

The committee includes Edward Brown, 
Eliot Finkel, Abner Goldstine, Jim Jahant, 
Offer Nissenbaum, Kathy Reims, Richard 
S. Rosenzweig and Joan Seidel. 

For more information, contact Karen 
Fremming at (310) 285-2411. 

Resident starts nationwide program 
to bring books into school libraries, 
BHUSD

B e v e r l y 
Hills resi-
dent Simon 
Gornick saw 
his young 
d a u g h t e r 
reading insi-
de Beverly 
Vista’s libra-
ry when he 
c o n c o c t e d 
an idea that 
would bring 
more books 

into the impoverished libraries of public 
schools.  

“Normally, when you have one of these 
ideas you don’t actually do anything about 
it,” said Gornick.  “In this particular case 
I mentioned it to a friend of mine who is 

a web deve-
loper in Iowa 
and together 
we cranked 
s o m e t h i n g 
out.”  

 The 
result is the 
s i x - w e e k -
old School 
L i b r a r y 
E x c h a n g e 
program, a 
website that 

connects national school libraries’ book 
wishlists with the power of Amazon and 
online shopping. 

Libraries list the books they need and 
donors can simply log onto the site, pur-
chase the book on behalf of the library 
and wait for the gift to hit the shelves.

Beverly Hills High School and Beverly 
Vista have joined the program, along with 
more than 300 other schools across the 
country. 

Beverly High has 220 books on its 
current wishlist. So far, BHHS librarian 
Karen Boyarsky has received one-- a 
book titled “Promiseland” that Boyarsky 
purchased through the website in honor 
of Simon. 

The average copyright date of  BHHS 
library’s 22,000 books is around 1980, 
Boyarsky said. 

“So our books are twice the age of our 
students,” she laughed. “We are desperate 
for a lot of them.” 

Gornick presented the plan to the Board 
of Education last week, saying that if 
the website becomes successful he will 
consider registering it as a non-profit 
organization. 

“With education budgets being hit hard, 
one of those areas kept in a holding pat-
tern are school libraries because they 
aren’t seen as a direct part of school cur-
riculum,” said Gornick.  “I want Beverly 
Hills to be the proving ground for how we 
can turn this into a wider phenomenon.

For more information, go to www.
schoollibraryexchange.com or look them 
up on Facebook and Twitter. 

BHPD to close local intersection to 
conduct SWAT training

The Beverly Hills Police Department 
will conduct Special Weapons and Tactics 
training at on Park Way between Beverly 
Drive and Canon Drive on Friday. 

That street will be closed between 7:30 
a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Beverly and Canon will 
not be affected elsewhere.  Residents were 
notified through Everbridge Telephonic 
Notification system beforehand. 

Douglas attends Governors Budget 
Workshop 

Beverly Hills Unified School District 
superintendent Dick Douglas attended the 
Governor’s Budget Workshop in Long 
Beach Tuesday.  

Sponsored by the School Services 
of California, Inc., the workshop outli-
ned the strengths and weaknesses of the 
governor’s 2010-2011 budget and cau-
tioned against the coming shortfalls that 
may affect schools.  

The state is faced with unprecedented 

situation of balancing a budget with an 
approximately $20 billion shortfall. 

The session laid out the two financial 
possibilities facing the state, and school 
districts. One reality included a five-year 
extension of the current tax scale; another 
included those taxes not being extended, 
which could translate into about $350 per 
student in cuts. 

“ T h e r e 
were 100s of 
people at two 
s e s s i o n s , ” 
said Douglas. 
“Everybody 
was walking 
out of there 
shaking their 
heads.”

D o u g l a s 
said the infor-
mation he 
gained from 

the meeting will be useful as BHUSD 
officials and the finance committee draft 
a budget. 

Psychosocial issues with aging 
The Senior Care Lecture Series will 

hold a meeting about the “psychosocial 
issues with aging” next week. 

Catherine Jonas, of Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Center’s Department of 
Psychiatry and Behavioral Neurosciences, 
will speak to attendees on Monday, Jan. 
21 from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Roxbury 
Park Community Center Room 102. Light 
refreshments will be served. 

For more information, contact Jane 
Winston Doman at (310) 285-6843 or 
Logan Williams at (310) 423-9581. 

Flournoy, Dawson, Corman named to 
BHHS Alumni Hall of Fame

Undersecretary of Defense Michele 
Flournoy, filmmaker Eugene Corman and 
Emmy-winner Ian Dawson were appoin-
ted to Beverly High’s Alumni Hall of 
Fame last week. 

They will inducted in a ceremony on 
April 7 at the high school. 

Flournoy, a 1979 graduate,  has stea-
dily moved up the ranks to achieve her 
current post as Undersecretary of Defense 
for Policy. She was an active member 
of politics and government at Beverly 
High, with teachers recalling her maturity 
and interest in the government programs 
offered. She was awarded the Secretary 
of Defense Medal for Outstanding Public 
Service in 1996, the Department of 
Defense Medal for Distinguished Public 
Service in 1998 and the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff’s Joint Distinguished 
Civilian Service Award in 2000.  

“I am honored,” said Flournoy in a 
statement.  “I am also grateful for the 
exceptional educational opportunities and 
mentoring I had while a student at BHHS.  
The quality of the education I received in 
the Beverly Hills public school system 
was a tremendous foundation for college, 
graduate school and public service.”

Corman, a summer 1944 graduate, has 
held an extensive entertainment career 
and most notably won an Emmy as pro-
ducer of a “Woman Named Golda.”  His 
brother, Roger, is a summer 1943 graduate 
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Monday, January 24, 2011 
6pm-8pm
LACMA West   
Terrace Room, 5th Floor 
5905 Wilshire Bl 
Los Angeles, CA 90036
Spanish and Korean translation  
will be provided.

Wednesday, January 26, 2011 
6pm-8pm
Westwood United Methodist Church  
Fellowship Hall, 3rd Floor 
10497 Wilshire Bl,  
Los Angeles, CA 90024
Spanish translation will be provided.

For added convenience, we will o=er a 
live webcast of this meeting that you can 
view from any computer simply by going 
to metro.net/westside.

Westside Subway Extension
First round of community updates for Final EIS/EIR/PE Phase

Monday, January 31, 2011
6pm-8pm
Roxbury Park – Auditorium
471 S Roxbury Dr 
Beverly Hills, CA 90212 
Spanish translation will be provided. 

Content at each meeting will be identical.  
For more information about the  
Metro Westside Subway Extension,  
go to metro.net/westside.

find us on facebook  
Facebook.com/westsidesubwayextension 

follow us on twitter  
Twitter.com/westsidesubway
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Dick Douglas

Sara Jacobson, Gornick’s partner

Simon Gornick



and was ins-
talled on the 
Hall of Fame 
last year. His 
son, Craig, is 
a member of 
the Planning 
Commission. 

D a w s o n , 
a 1985 gra-
duate, today 
works for 
P r o l o g u e 
and has won 
a handful of 
Emmys for 
his work in 
design and 
graphics for 
the enter-
t a i n m e n t 
industry. He 
got his start 
at Beverly 
High’s gra-
phic design 
p r o g r a m , 

often being asked to teach the class on 
behalf of a substitute. His father, Mitch 
Dawson, is former planning commissio-
ner and mother, Bobbe Joe, is a longtime 
beautician. 

The Beverlywood resident said he can’t 
take all the credit for his success: He has 
worked with great creative teams in his 
career, and had great teachers and progra-
ms at his disposal at a young age. 

“It’s a great honor,” said Dawson in an 
interview.  “I know that’s it hard for scho-
ol districts to have money to do the things 
that they want to do but, boy, the graphics 
program, for me, and all the different arts 
programs are really important.”

They will be inducted at a ceremony 
on April 7.

Zoet  named Community Services 
director

The City of Beverly Hills has named 
Steve Zoet as the new Director of 
Community Services. Zoet has more than 
30 years of experience in the field of 
recreation programming and served as 
Assistant Director of Community Services 
- Recreation and Parks and most recen-
tly as interim director of Community 
Services after previous director Steve 
Miller retired last year. 

“We are 
delighted that 
Steve Zoet 
has agreed 
to become 
Community 
S e r v i c e s 
d i r e c t o r , ” 
B e v e r l y 
Hills City 
Manager Jeff 
Kolin said in 
a statement. 
“He is a sea-

soned Community Services veteran with 
a tremendous record of accomplishment 
throughout his career. During his time in 
Beverly Hills and in other communities 
he has been an innovative and creative 
manager whose ideas will help guide 

the Beverly Hills 
Community Services 
Department as we 
move forward.” 

“I am thankful for 
the trust and confi-
dence instilled in me 
by Jeff,” Zoet said in 
a statement. “I look 
forward to working 
more closely with 
residents and appoin-
ted and elected offi-
cials in providing 
new programs and 
addressing the chal-
lenges and opportu-
nities that lie ahead.” 

Before coming 
to Beverly Hills in 
2008, Zoet was 
director of Parks and 
Recreation for the 
city of Northglenn, 
Colorado. He has held 
numerous other posi-
tions in community 
services and recrea-
tion departments in 
cities in California 
and Washington. He 
attended Michigan 
State University, gra-
duating with a degree 
in Parks, Recreation 
and Tourism and has 
pursued post-gradua-
te studies in Public 
Administration at San 
Francisco State and 
Cal State Northridge 
universities. Zoet 
worked previously in 
Beverly Hills as a recreation supervisor 
from 1983-1992.

Lev Foundation wants to help families 
find new ways to talk

The Lev Foundation is trying to fos-
ter open communication between kids 
and adults with a new discussion titled, 
“Communicating in a New Era: A 
Discussion Between Youth and Parents” 
next month. 

The forum is meant to be a conversa-
tion between high school students, col-
lege students and parents about building 
trust and opening the lines of communica-
tion. The discussion will be led by Dr. Iraj 
Shamsian, of Consultant, Creative Care, 
Inc., Jeremy Fink, LCSW, Director, The 
Dynamic Counseling Center.

The event will be held at the Eretz 
Cultural Center, 6170 Wilbur Ave., 
Tarzana, on Feb. 9, at 6:45.  The event 
is free and open to the public. For more 
information, contact events@thelevfoun-
dation.org or (424) 244-1538.

BHEF kicks off Grandparent’s 
Council

The Beverly Hills Education Foundation 
is helping BHUSD grandparents to 
network with each other and foster more 
activity in the community though a new 
club started last week. 

The “Grandparent’s Council” aims at 
bringing together grandparents with a 

speaker series and bimonthly events. 
BHEF board member Nathalie Kunin 

and her mother Sandra Pressman are 
organizing the group. 

“This is a way to bring grandparents 
into their grandchildren’s lives,” said 
Pressman. 

The idea was spawned two years ago 
when Kunin joined BHEF. Her children 
were attending private school The Center, 
which has held a grandparent’s forum for 
the last 8 years. Pressman was an active 
participant in that program.  

BHEF CEO Dev Hankin joined 
Pressman at a meeting  late last year and 
encouraged that the program be started in 
Beverly Hills. 

Last week, the council finally got its 
start at the Pressman home with nearly 
20 people in attendance.  The BHEF 
is actively recruiting more grandparents 
with grandkids in Beverly Hills schools to 
attend the next meeting in March. 

“In Beverly Hills, there are people from 
all different backgrounds and it has brou-
ght us all much closer together because we 
have found a common thread and that’s in 
our grandchildren,” said Pressman. 

The speaker series is likely to include 
authors and psychologists to speak about 
family issues and other issues the group 
agrees upon. 

Grandparents must have grandchildren 
in the BHUSD but do not have to live 
in Beverly Hills to join.  Grandparents 

are welcome to stay in the group after 
their grandchildren have graduated from 
BHUSD. 

For more information, visit BHEF.org. 

Delshad among hundreds attending 
U.S. Mayors Conference 

Beverly Hills  Mayor Jimmy Delshad 
headed to Washington, D.C., this week 
to take part in the 79th annual U.S. 
Conference of Mayors. 

He joins more than 230 mayors natio-
nwide at the winter meeting from Jan 19 
to 21. 

The scheduled meetings include discus-
sions of the economy, private-public par-
tnerships, domestic violence, recycling 
and greetings with officials including 
President Barack Obama and former 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif.

Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa 
and other Southern Californian mayors 
are scheduled to attend as well. 

“It’s a wonderful experience and it’s 
a way mayors can share their ideas and 
successes and challenges in their commu-
nity and use each other as resources,” said 
Vice Mayor Barry Brucker, who atten-
ded the conference when he was mayor.  
“The one beauty of going to the mayors’ 
conference is that no one there is running 
against each other and we’re all there to 
help each other out.”
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Michele Flournoy

Ian Dawson

Steve Zoet 

(Left to right: Horace Mann principal Steve Kessler, Horace Mann PTA president Howard Goldstein, 
BHUSD Board of Education vice president   Brian David Goldberg, Horace Mann volunteers vice presi-
dent Cassia Geilim and Horace Mann parent and volunteer Julie Goldstein)

HORACE MANN MOVIE NIGHT 
Horace Mann held its third movie night for the year on Friday, Jan. 15, with feature film “Alpha and 

Omega.”  About 100 children participated, mostly kindergarten to fifth grade but a few middle school kids 
showed up with their siblings and enjoyed the show.



You have to admire her candor, but 
when Jill Tavelman Collins was honored 
by the city council last week for her six 
years of service as a member of the city’s 
Recreation and Parks Commission she 
managed to open up a whole new debate 
on the use of official parking permits.  

After thanking the council for the tra-
ditional plaque and gift to departing com-
missioners, the ex-wife of famed British 
rock star Phil Collins, said something 
about the “elephant in the room,” mean-
ing the council chamber, was the nice 
little perk of a parking pass, and that 
she expected soon to be appointed to yet 
another commission with a new permit.   

Then came the part that made the coun-
cil squirm:  She also wanted to thank the 
council on behalf of her daughter Lillie, 
the highly talented young entertainer, 
who was indeed pleased to display and 
use one of the permits the city gave the 
“family.” 

For many years, the city has issued 
“Class One” parking permits to present to 
former members of the city council, the 
elected city treasurer and current mem-
bers of city commissions. 

These permits allow holders not to pay 
for metered parking, allow parking in all 
other permit areas, but are not legal in 
red zones, commercial loading zones or 
handicapped parking spaces. 

Theoretically, and here’s the part that 
made the council uncomfortable, the ordi-
nances specify that they are to be used 
only when the holder is on some kind of 
city business.  

Giving a second permit to a family 
member is supposedly not permissible, 
but the ambiguity in the rules are that 
holders may request additional permits 
for number of cars owned.   

Some years back, a then commissioner 

and collector of exotic automobiles, and 
he had dozens, requested permits for each 
of his cars.  As I remember it, he was 
limited to five. 

Recently, the city treasurer, Eliot 
Finkel, requested a permit for an addi-
tional assistant treasurer, an appointment 
he made for a voluntary position without 
compensation. Briefly, that triggered a 
discussion on the rationale for grant-
ing the permits. Not sure how it was 
resolved. 

Of course, the permits are a perk and 
always have been.  No one actually even 
attempts to determine if users are on city 
business, and since our councilmembers 
receive only marginal benefits and com-
missioners none, why not give them a 
small privilege of free parking? 

As for the Collins, mother and daugh-
ter, they have given many years of service 
to the city, including significant support 
for improvements at Greystone.  Just not 
too wise to make announcements of rule 
stretching at a public meeting, on televi-
son.  And adding anticipation of a soon 
to be made new appointment to another 
commission, when that process is sup-
posedly open and not predetermined, may 
have been a might too frank. 

The city rules may be required by state 
law: that exemptions from parking rules 
can only be made for “official city busi-
ness.”  If not, it may be time to remove 
that requirement and actually face the 
obvious: this is a reward for city service. 
At the moment, the city has issued 186 
Class One permits.  

In the interests of full disclosure, when I 
was a member and chair of the Recreation 
and Parks Commission, I fondled with 
affection my little permit and in that brief 
dating period before Josette taught me 
the benefits of marital bliss, my parking 

privilege was a great dating tool:  “No, I 
don’t need to put any money in the meter, 
I am a city official.”  Trust me, I needed 
any advantage possible.   

As for commissions, they have escalat-
ed in a mostly positive way: more citizen 
involvement in city government.  One of 
the first commissions was civil service, 
charged with setting rules for hiring and 
firing of city workers and for holding 
hearings on disciplinary matters, includ-
ing discharging. 

An early member of this commission 
was George Kohneim, a leading com-
mercial builder in the 1960s to 1980s, and 
also a primary benefactor of Vista Del 
Mar and other charities.   

In time, the duties of this commission 
passed to the city manager and depart-
ment or division heads, and the com-
mission was abolished.  The council did 
assign building permit processing first 
step applications to a planning commis-
sion in the 1950s when it was the only 
agency reviewing compliance with codes 
and the general plan.  

When Hertz built a rental car office at 
the corner of Wilshire and Santa Monica 
in the mid-1960s, the council decided it 
needed some restraints on commercial 
design prior to council review, and it 
created the Architectural Commission.  
Unfortunately, it took decades to give this 
commission, and the council, oversight 
on the design of residential properties.   

Parking and Traffic and Fine Arts were 
also created and have specific respon-
sibilities. The first to monitor transpor-
tation issues including a first stop for 
residential preferential parking permit 
restrictions and the latter for an approval 
process in accepting and approving fine 
arts in public places.  (Under our rules, a 
builder may be required to provide public 
art in lieu of full compliance with codes.  
Some of our many public sculptures in 
the commercial area were approved and 
mandated because a builder exchanged 
art for less than required parking spaces, 
as one example.) 

However, it was during Allan 
Alexander’s term as mayor that the com-

mission system really expanded, giving 
far more opportunity for residents to 
participate in local government.  Health 
and Safety, Recreation and Parks, Human 
Relations, Design Review, Solicitations 
and others followed during Alexander’s 
tenure or shortly after.   

For membership on most commissions, 
you must be a legal resident of the city.  
There are some exceptions:  If a required 
category, such as landscape designer for 
the Architectural Commission, can not 
be filled by a resident the council may 
appoint a non-resident.   

(The city’s web site has a full list of city 
commissions and an explanation of their 
responsibilities.  Also listed are current 
members and the expiration dates of their 
terms in office in case you have an inter-
est in serving.)

 
QUICK NOTES:
Sometimes I think the primary func-

tion of the community press is to confirm 
rumors that rapidly spread throughout our 
village. 

The most recent gossip was that Sue 
Brucker, our soon to be mayor and 
onetime school board member and pres-
ident’s Barry Brucker’s wife, was con-
sidering running for school board in the 
November election. 

Sue does have her own list of credits.  
She has been a leading PTA officer, 
president of her Temple and a frequent 
political campaign strategist, and not just 
Barry’s successful efforts. 

Apparently not true.  If she did enter 
the race, it could well have inhibited 
Brucker’s own plans to seek a third term 
on the city council.  

So far, the only announced candidate 
in the board election is board vice presi-
dent Dr. Brian David Goldberg.  Our 
sources are that former presidents and 
current members Myra Lurie and Steven 
Fenton will not be candidates. 

Goldberg would be seeking a second 
term as would Fenton.  Lurie her third, 
having easily won her second. 

As for any possible informal term limits 
for school board, one of the best ever to 
serve, Bernice Hutter, was elected four 
times.

You probably have received many, 
but the so obviously phony emails that 
announce the windfall of millions from 
some third world bank if only you send 
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City perks and permits 
And why do the Brits hate us?
By Rudy Cole

fromthehillsofbeverly 
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GSWXE VMGE
10 Day Guided Vacation. 
Rainforest, Beaches, Volcanoes.
Free Brochure. Call 1-800-Caravan.  
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+ tax & fees

Available at Caravan.com.  
8 to 10 day guided tours. 
USA, Canada, Panama.   
Priced between $995 - $1,295. 
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TEREQE
8 Day Guided Tour with Canal Cruise. All Inclusive. 
 Free 28 Page Brochure. Call 1-800-Caravan.

(==9
+ tax & fees

Available at Caravan.com.  
8 to 10 day guided tours. 
USA, Canada, Costa Rica.   
Priced between $995 - $1,295. 

“As Panama’s largest tour operator, Caravan keeps costs under control,
  consistent with its long-time reputation for value.”- Audubon Magazine



Hawthorne PTA parenting workshop
The Hawthorne School PTA Council 

will host a parenting working aimed at 
conflict resolution and building better 
relationships with children next week. 

The workshop, titled “The Self-Aware 
Parent: Resolving Conflict  And Building 
a Better Bond with Your Child,” will be 
presented by  psychologist and author 
Fran Walfish, Jan. 27 from 7 to 8:30 p.m., 
in the Hawthorne library. 

Please RSVP at lenleatherwood@
gmail.com

BHHS Girls’ Soccer Team Routs 
Morningside, Hawthorne

As coach Ryan Franks put it, the 
Beverly High girls’ soccer team “had 
no problem finding the back of the net 
despite a bumpy field” in a 6-0 victory at 
Morningside Friday in an Ocean League 
game.

Tylor Fields scored three goals, increa-
sing her season total to 15, “but the play 
of the game was when she was on a bre-
akaway and unselfishly distributed to Nia 
Freeman,” to score one of her two goals 
of the game, Franks said.

Nicole Star scored Beverly Hills’ other 
goal and also had an assist. Tiffany Moore 
had two assists and Kaela Reisfelt, Elena 
Rust and Mahshar Zargar each had one 
assist for the Normans, who were tied for 
10th in the Southern Section Division 4 
poll released Tuesday.

Fields also had a second assist.
Kylie Colvin made two saves for her 

second shutout in two games.
Beverly Hills (10-4-1, 2-0 in league 

play) led 3-0 at halftime.
The Normans defeated Hawthorne, 6-

0, Jan. 12 in an Ocean League game at 
Hawthorne, as Ashley Aviram, Zhamak 
Fooladbakhsh, Reisflet, Emily Rosen, 
Rust, Zargar each scored and Star had 
four assists.

Colvin made one save for the shutout.
Moore had two assists and Aviram 

one.
“We had good combination play in the 

midfield with Mahshar Zargar and Kaela 
Reisfelt,” said Franks, whose team led 
2-0 at halftime. “Ashley Aviram played 
well, as did our sweeper Elena Rust.”

Beverly Hills is scheduled to play host 

to Inglewood Friday at 6 p.m. Nickoll 
Field and at Culver City Wednesday at 3 
p.m. in Ocean League games and Milken 
Saturday at 7 p.m. at Nickoll Field in a 
nonleague game.

Culver City was tied for seventh in the 
Division 4 poll, while Milken was ranked 
fifth in the Division 7 poll.

BHHS Boys’ Soccer Team Opens 
Ocean League Play With Two 
Victories

   The previously injury-plagued 
Beverly High boys’ soccer team fiel-
ded its most complete lineup of the 
season for its Ocean League opener 
against Hawthorne Jan. 12 at Nickoll 
Field and defeated the Cougars, 2-0. 
   Caio Carvalho scored his first goal in 
the 38th minute. The scoring sequen-
ce began with a corner kick. The ball 
came out Elijah Lichtenberg, who “chi-
pped it over as everybody rushed out 
and Caio rush in to finish the ball,” 
Norman coach Steve Rappaport said. 
  “They were trying to trap it and it 
didn’t work,” Rappaport said. 
Lichtenberg scored on a penalty kick 
in the 79th minute. Beverly Hills was 
awarded the penalty kick when Mariano 
Gonzalez was fouled in the penalty area. 
  Norman goalkeeper Matt 
Davidov made seven saves for 
his second shutout of the season. 
  “They played very well,” Rappaport 
said. “It was a tough game, lot of fou-
ling... by (Hawthorne). It was hard to 
have a lot of passing connections cause 
every time we created something, they 
fouled us.” Beverly Hills “pretty much 
had control,” but “could have done bet-
ter” with “some scoring opportunities,” 
Rappaport said. When asked whose play 
he would praise, Rappaport first said 
defender Shaya Noorian.

“They had a very talented forward and 
he had an amazing game shutting him 
down,” Rappaport said.

Josh Newman, who played his second 
game at sweeper, also drew praise from 
Rappaport, as did Davidov and defender 
Bryan Khalilirad.

The Normans defeated Morningside, 
2-1, Friday at Nickoll Field, with 
Lichtenberg scoring and assisting on 
Angel Jaramillo’s goal, both in the first 

half of the Ocean League game.
Davidov made six saves and allowed 

Chigozie Nwobi’s second-half goal in 
65 minutes of play. Leo Gettleson made 
two saves in 15 minutes for Beverly Hills 
(8-6-1, 2-0. 

The Normans led in shots, 17-9.
Beverly Hills is scheduled to play 

at Inglewood Friday and Culver City 
Wednesday at Nickoll Field in Ocean 
League games beginning at 6 p.m. and 
Milken Saturday at 8 p.m. at Nickoll Field 
in a nonleague game. 

   
BHHS Boys’ Basketball Team Loses to 
Morningside, Hawthorne

The Beverly High boys’ basketball 
team was done in in large measure by a 
former Norman Friday night.

Gerry Blakes, who played his freshman 
year at Beverly Hills, scored 28 points, 
including 12 in the fourth quarter, to lead 
Morningside to a 58-55 victory in an 
Ocean League game at the Swim-Gym.

Blakes is a 6 foot 4 inch combo guard 
who has signed a letter of intent to 
accept an athletic scholarship from the 
University of Hawaii. Blakes played on 
Leuzinger’s Southern Section Division 1-
A championship team last season.

The Normans (10-8, 0-2) cut the deficit 

some money to cover costs or at least pro-
vide information such as address, social 
security number and credit card data con-
tinue to survive despite law enforcement 
efforts to catch the rip off artists. 

A newer scam involves messages from 
someone you may or think you may know 
who is in some kind of trouble because of 
a loss of wallet or purse or even hold up. 

These emails ask for an emergency and 
life savings loan.   

When I received one of these last week 
I decided to forward to our Chief, David 
Snowden.  Interesting to learn that he too 
has been receiving these phony emails.  
Not the sharpest of rip off artists who 
target our top cop.  

Birthday greetings, this week is the 
90th for prolific letters to the editor writer 
Herb Wallerstein.  He has probably sent 

me as many angry notes as number of 
candles on his cake.  Best wishes and I 
miss your emails, I think.   

Why do the British hate us so much that 
they send us Ricky Gervais and Piers 
Morgan? 

We love and admire our English cous-
ins.  Millions of Americans are just as 
anxious about the pending wedding in the 
royal family as the Brits.  Had we been 
able to waive the natural born citizen 
constitutional requirement, we might well 
have elected Tony Blair president. All 
right, so we had one little revolution in 
our joint history, but is that any excuse for 
unleashing Gervais and Morgan? 

Gervais bombed more than Cornwallis.  
He brought bad taste and, equally impor-
tant, a lack of style or class to the Golden 
Globe’s award Sunday.  

Entertainment and public figures are 
fair game, but Sunday’s event m.c. was 
not only ill-mannered, it was totally bor-
ing.  

The good news, the ratings were way 
up this year, not because but in spite of 
Gervais, and millions around the world 
heard the name Beverly Hills and Beverly 
Hilton associated with glamour and 
style. Compare this to some other recent 
attempts at pushing our “brand.” 

As for Piers Morgan replacing Larry 
King on CNN, akin to trading a house-
hold feline for a Bengal tiger, and prob-
ably just as enjoyable. 

If you caught his surly, ill-tempered 
and pompous act on “The Apprentice” 
you had some advance warning on what 
this British talk show host could bring to 
American television.  True, King may not 

have been the most confrontational inter-
viewer, but he was highly professional, 
balanced and fair – and that style worked 
and made an incredible array of world and 
national guests comfortable. The people 
King interviewed and not the host were 
the stars and he may well have been the 
best ever to play that profession.

Can’t simply get the image of Morgan 
doing his number on the Donald Trump 
show out of my vision, and anyone who 
could bring Joan Rivers to tears may not 
be the best person to follow King.

Rudy Cole served for eight years 
as a member and chair of the city’s 
Recreation & Parks Commission. He 
was also President of the Greystone 
Foundation and served on three other 
city committees. Rudy can be reached at: 
Rudy@bhweekly.com.
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Conference Calling
 • Local Numbers Throughout California
 • Reservation-based or Reservationless
 • Recording Capability

 5 ¢/minute Local Access
 10 ¢/minute Toll Free Access

The Telephone Connection
310 -789 -7900

San Francisco Los Angeles

San Diego

Dallas 

Atlanta

Chicago
New York         
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Tell us about yourself.
I’m 84, although sometimes I say to 

myself, how could I be 84? Didn’t they 
make a mistake or something? I don’t 
feel 84 and I don’t look 84. I love to do 
things for other people, I’ve been that way 
all my life. I was brought up in a town 
almost similar to Beverly Hills, Evanston, 
Ill., the home of the famous Northwestern 
University. 

I graduated from high school there. And 
then I went to a community college in 
Chicago but I got married quiet young, I 
got married when I was 18 years old and 
I became the wife of a service person. 
Most of my young adulthood was spent in 
the military. We were stationed at all the 
stations where there was a lot of snow, 
Illinois, Massachusetts and Springfield, 
Ill., so we headed out to California-- to 
get out oo the snow -- from Massachusetts 
35 years ago. Then we were stationed in 
Lompoc, at the Air Force base so my chil-
dren were raised there.

During that time, I acquired a family 
of five children. I had three boys and two 
girls. My oldest daughter right now is 
Christie Hervey, she’s 62. She works for a 
conglomerate, a company that has a chain 
of jewelry stores and she works as the 
designer of the stores as they open, inte-
rior design of the jewelry stores. Ramon is 
60 and he’s been in the music industry. He 
has been a public relations person, he’s 
been in management and a producer. And 
next is Paul, 57. He’s been a computer 
consultant and now works for Comcast 

in Philadelphia in management. Winifred, 
whose named after me, who is 53. She is 
a TV writer and she’s a veteran in the TV 
industry because she is an Emmy winner. 
She worked with the “Golden Girls.” She 
has her own production company. 

Then my youngest is deceased. He 
was George, Lt. George Hervey. He 
was a graduate of WestPoint academy. 
Unfortunately, he was killed in a one car 
accident in Germany when he was 23. But 
he had even acquired a success in his short 
life just being an officer in the Army. My 
husband, Raymond, and I divorced after 
27 years. He was in the military and he 
recently passed away in the last couple of 
years. He was a staff sergeant in the Air 
Force. 

I have eight grandchildren - half of them 
are on the East Coast and half out here. 

I want to say something, which I’m 
proud of. That I’m the 
first African American 
president that this club 
has ever had in its 35 
or 40 years existence. 
This will be the sec-
ond time I made his-
tory in Beverly Hills. 
In 2004, I was the first 
African American to 
ever be chosen Senior 
of the Year. I’m very 
proud to be a resident 
here in Beverly Hills, 
where these things are possible.

I have eight grandchildren. Their nick-
name for me is Pooh, like Winnie the Pooh. 
They decided not to call me Grammy or 
Grandmother or Nana. I guess it’s because 
I have a young spirit, so they call me 
Pooh. I love it. I have a good relationship 
with my grandchildren. So we laugh a lot 
and that makes it very precious to me. 

Why did you move to Beverly Hills?
I got divorced when most of the chil-

dren were in college and I moved to 
Los Angeles -- it’s kinda hard to live in 
an military environment when you’re a 
single woman -- my children lived in L.A. 
and I established myself and got involved 
with a lot of volunteer work and became 
involved with Sickle Cell Foundation then 
I became involved in African American 

Art Museum and then became involved 
in retail, which I did off and on and then 
my daughter said ‘Why don’t you move 
to Beverly Hills?’ because she lives in 
Hancock Park. 

My daughter, Wini, moved me to 
Beverly Hills. I love living in Beverly 
Hills. It reminds me of Evanston. People 
talk about Beverly Hills and when you 
speak to people ask you, ‘Where do you 
live?,’ I say ‘Beverly Hills’ and they say 
‘Oooh you live in Beverly Hills.’ Beverly 
Hills rings a bell and I love living in 
Beverly Hills because it reminds me, it’s 
really a small community. It really is. You 
get to know people, you get to know the 
merchants and that’s the way it was where 
I came up. So this is like home to me.

What is the Adult Active Club?
The club is under the auspices of the 

city of Beverly Hills 
to help to make the 
seniors aware of the 
community and what 
they’re entitled to . It’s 
really a great program 
that the city has initi-
ated to also donate us 
money so that we can 
provide entertainment 
every Monday for the 
seniors and those resi-
dents and non-resi-
dents. 

We also sponsor dances and we also 
have things like boutiques and we have 
a day at the park with the seniors and we 
have different kind of art show at the same 
time. We try to duplicate the Affaire at the 
Gardens just for the seniors at Roxbury 
Park. We also help, because of the cut-
backs of last year, we have classes, espe-
cially for the physical well being of the 
seniors. We have helped to sponsor some 
of those classes, [like our knitting class], 
as well. They come and play games, 
which is good mental health. 

We also have regular lunches that are 
provided for those who don’t have the 
facilities to cook. That’s also during any 
kind of holiday. We also have a social 
worker there every Monday. We also have 
free legal advice once a month. 

One of our greatest joys is we have 

started a partnership with Cedars-Sinai 
and so we just finished our fifth health 
fair and this provides some of the ser-
vices from Cedars. This allows people 
who don’t have medical insurance, to be 
referred to free clinic right here on La 
Cienega. That helps out a lot of seniors. 
We have free flu shots. This is just to 
name a few. 

It’s a very thriving community center.

How did you get involved? 
I moved to Beverly Hills about 10 years 

ago. I’m accustomed to being active so I 
thought I would check out the commu-
nity center to check out what they have to 
offer. I went over there and signed up as 
a member. Before I could get out of the 
office the manager, Bill Banks, came and 
introduced himself. From that day on I 
have been a volunteer. I’ve been a volun-
teer at the park for almost 10 years and 
enjoyed every moment.

I’ve been involved not only with the 
senior center but with the city as well. 

At that time, [I joined] Team Beverly 
Hills. It’s a leadership group; it’s a won-
derful experience and I became a gradu-
ate of that class.  Then I volunteered for 
a while. I was chosen in 2004 to be the 
outstanding Senior for the Year. 

The city has a lot of things the seniors 
can be interested in and being open to 
being a participant. The city govern-
ment is very cordial and encouraging for 
seniors here.

I was first vice president and then at 
another time treasurer, so I was on the 
Board for four years. Each office is for 
two years so I really served on the board 
for four years in different ways. I’ve 
always been there to assist them.

What sort of activism are you involved 
with?

For one thing, the community center 
that we now have is quite old. As I did 
some research, I found out that there has 
been a band-aid put on it for all the things 
that needed to be done. It’s been a long 
record of just fixing here and fixing there. 
For instance, our bathrooms are just not 
adequate for the seniors. Especially the 
ones that are in wheelchairs and walkers. 
And so that was one of the things that 
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“I’m the first African-
American president that 
this club has ever had...
This will be the second 
time I made history in 

Beverly Hills.”

YOUNG AT HEART 
The Weekly’s exclusive interview with Active Adult Club President Winifred Hervey
 By Jacquelyn Ryan

coverstory
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it thought was disgraceful that it hadn’t 
been done before. 

Our auditorium is all beat up as far as 
our stage and curtains and facilities. 

The condition of our community center 
is not up to par being in such a prestigious 
city as Beverly Hills. I felt it wasn’t being 
noticed as it should be. And we’ve had 
several times when things were flooding.  
It’s old and we don’t need to fix anything. 
We need a new community center for the 
welfare of not only our seniors but our 
youth. It is a community center, we’re just 
a part of that. We have to take into con-
sideration the youth that come there for 
different functions. For sports, we have 
a daycare center. It encompasses more 
than just the seniors because it has to do 
with our community. I think with Beverly 
Hills being known all over the world we 
should at least have a decent livable com-
munity center. So that’s what I go and 
talk about. 

What will you do as president?
I was inaugurated on Monday. Jan. 10, 

and that’s when the Vice Mayor Barry 
Brucker started the ceremony. The mayor 
was late -- he had, had an operation -- but 

he came and we were honored and there 
were other council members and commis-
sioners from Recreation and Parks.

That makes us feel very glad that the city 
recognizes the seniors as an acting impor-
tant group because we are. And I hope to 
do a lot more things while I’m president.

I want to bring more seniors that aren’t 
members into the park and hope to activate 
some kind of activity to bring the Baby 
Boomers because they are the ones who 
are going to inherit all this and to create 
new activity.

I want new and creative things at the 
park. We are going to have a new facility. 
It’s a very old facility that’s standing now 
so now we are in the throngs of getting the 
council to start to build.

Change is growth. I’ve been attending 
sessions at city hall and hoping for at least 
the quickest they can start.

What I plan to do is bring to our board 
a sense of dignity and pride and not be 
looked off. There’s an image people have 
of senior citizens and sometimes it’s like 
the seniors are treated as children. We 
have some very interesting seniors on our 
board and I want to bring more prestige 
and dignity not only as seniors but as 

active people. And I also want to bring into 
play some events that will be outstanding 
and pertinent to our board. The city has 
cut back. They used to have a volunteer 
luncheon to thank the volunteers and that 
of course is for the whole city. I would 
like to have a senior recognition day every 
year. I’m thinking I want to do some 
special things that honor the seniors and 
their efforts. The city has to thank a lot of 
seniors for their volunteer work. 

We are planning a big Valentines dance 
with 14-piece band, so we want to have 
more dancing. 

The seniors love the dances, I want to 
create more dances. It’s not only good for 
them mentally but it helps them physi-
cally. 

We have  a concert series that has 
become very successful. We have celebri-
ties come and entertain and the proceeds 
come to our adult club and with that we 
can do many things to help in the commu-
nity. We have had Debbie Allen. We’ve 
just started our second series. We can 
thank Ellyn Snowden; she’s the one who 
has initiated and made this a very success-
ful event. We had Jack  Carter and now 
we’re planning the series for the Spring 

and so that has been something new and 
something very successful. We look for-
ward to that and encourage the community 
to support that. 

Sometimes it’s very humbling to be in a 
position like this and a creative and active 
person so I’d rather concentrate on the 
things that can happen here. I like team 
effort and I think we can accomplish a 
whole lot more instead of always concen-
trating on titles. 

[Joining her on the Board is first vice 
presdient Adele Swartz, second vice presi-
dent Ellyn Snowden, third  vice president 
Gloria Gordon,  Treasurer Irene Schwartz 
and Secretary Gloria Jennings.]

Do you have any advice for the kids of 
today?

I think one of the things they have to do 
is save some of themselves for themselves 
and not get caught up in this technical rat 
race we seem to be caught up in. I try to 
tell people to take time out for themselves, 
every day do something nice for somebody 
else. And when you do that, you’ll be 
doing something for yourself. 

(Additional reporting by Marla 
Schevker.)

to 54-52 with two minutes, three seconds 
left when Austin Mills made a free throw 
after missing his first. Blakes’ basket with 
1:31 to play put the Monarchs up, 56-52.

Beverly Hills pulled within one, 56-55, 
on Julian Dakdouk’s 3-point basket with 
1:15 remaining. The Normans had a chan-
ce to take the lead with 15 seconds left, but 
Brodric Smith missed both free throws.

Blakes made two free throws with 14 
seconds left. Smith’s potentially tying-3-
point shot just before time expired hit the 
rim.

Beverly Hills coach Jarvis Turner said 
the loss was the result of a “lackluster 
effort” in the first half.

“I don’t think guys were being aggres-
sive,” said Turner, whose team trailed 
35-21 at halftime. “I think we were kind of 
sitting back and letting them come to us as 
opposed to us dictating what we wanted to 
do to them.”

The Normans outscored Morningside, 
21-8, in the third quarter, with Mike Lanier 
scoring 10 of his 14 points, to trail 43-42 
entering the fourth quarter.

Dakdouk led Beverly Hills with 16 points 
and made four 3-point baskets. Mills added 
15, making two 3-point baskets, Smith six 
and Malik Blades four.

The Normans lost to Hawthorne, 58-50, 
Jan. 12 at the Swim-Gym in their Ocean 
League opener, in a game they led 29-18 
at halftime, but were outscored 18-8 in the 
third quarter and 22-13 in the fourth.

“We played horrible,” Turner said. “We 
didn’t fight. We didn’t compete. We had a 
decent first half and we let them take the 
game in the second half.” 

Mills scored 13, including a fourth-quar-
ter 3-point basket. Lanier added 11, Frank 
Brown nine, Dakdouk six, Blades and 
Joshua Johnson four each, and Smith one.

Beverly Hills is scheduled to play at 
Inglewood Friday and play host to Culver 

City Wednesday 
in Ocean League 
games beginning 
at 7:30 p.m.

BHHS Girls’ 
Basketball 
Team Edges 
Morningside

The Beverly 
High girls’ 
b a s k e t b a l l 
team defeated 
Morningside, 45-
41, Friday night in 
an Ocean League 
game at the 
Swim-Gym, with 
Chelsea Austin 
scoring 24 points 
and pulling down 
22 rebounds, both 
game highs for 
the Normans.

Beverly Hills 
(10-9, 2-0) led 
15-13 at the 
end of the first 
quarter, 24-17 at 
halftime and 37-
25 entering the 
fourth quarter, 
where it was 
outscored 16-8.

Austin scored 
12 points in each 
half and made a 3-point basket in the third 
quarter.

Natalie Moy had 10 points, including a 
first-quarter 3-point basket, and six assists, 
Tiffany Haney scored six points, Megan 
Yee two and Dorsa Mehrannia one.

“We packed it in in a 3-2 zone and didn’t 
let them attack the basket,” Beverly Hills 
coach John Braddell said. “We made them 
a jump shooting team and that was the 

key.”
The Normans defeated Hawthorne, 47-

39, Jan. 12 in an Ocean League game at 
the Swim-Gym, as Haney, a junior center, 
scored 16 points, the first time in her 32-
game high school career she scored in 
double figures.

Haney had 15 rebounds, including nine 
offensive rebounds, both team highs.

Austin added 14 points, Debbie Reyhan 
seven, and Moy and Serena Shlomof five 
each.

Moy and Shlomof both made 3-point 
baskets.

Austin had 11 rebounds and seven steals. 
Moy made nine steals.

Beverly Hills led 14-7 at the end of the 
first quarter, 23-17 at halftime and 33-29 
entering the fourth quarter.

The Normans are scheduled to play at 
Inglewood Friday and play host to Culver 
City Wednesday at the Swim-Gym in 
Ocean League games beginning at 6 p.m.

briefs cont. from page 7

(Left to right: Montage head Ali Kasikci, vice mayor Barry Brucker, Councilmember John Mirisch, 
Councilmember Nancy Krasne, Councilmember Dr. Willie Brien and Chamber board chair Todd Johnson)

 
New Chamber, CVB building groundbreaking

The Beverly Hills City Council helped get the new Chamber of Commerce and Conference and Visitor’s Bureau 
building underway at 9400 Santa Monica Blvd., last week.



Burglary occurred between 12:01 a.m. on 
11/20/2010 and 8:56 a.m. on 11/22/2010 
in the 9700 block of S Santa Monica 
Boulevard. No suspect information avail-
able. Unknown suspect broke into an office 
via the unlocked and abandoned adjacent 
office. The suspect took property and fled 
undetected. Loss: $3,440. 

Burglary occurred between 9 p.m. on 
11/25/2010 and 8 a.m. on 11/26/2010 in the 
200 block of S La Cienega Boulevard. No 
suspect information available. Unknown 
suspect(s) used an unknown pry tool to gain 
access to the building from the second level 
rear door. Once inside, the suspect gained 
entry to multiple suites. Loss: $2,215. 

Burglary occurred between 6 p.m. on 
11/23/2010 and 8 a.m. on 11/26/2010 in the 
200 block of S La Cienega Boulevard. No 
suspect information available. Unknown 
suspect(s) forced entry into suites with 
unknown pry tools, removed the victims 
property and fled. Loss: $12,449.

Burglary occurred between 10 p.m. on 
11/23/2010 and 8 a.m. on 11/24/2010 in the 
400 block of N Oakhurst Drive. No suspect 
information available. Unknown suspect(s) 
entered the unsecured front door of the 
apartment, removed the victim’s property 
from the living room area and fled. Loss: 
$1,160. 

Burglary occurred between 4:01 p.m. on 
11/28/2010 and 4:30 p.m. on 11/28/2010 in 
the 9600 block of Wilshire Boulevard. No 
suspect information available. Suspect enters 
the store on 11/27/2010 and 11/28/2010, 
removes and conceals items on her person 
and in a bag and exists the store without 
paying. Loss: $1,788. 

Burglary occurred between 6:30 p.m. 
on 11/19/2010 and 3 p.m. on 11/21/2010 
in the 9700 block of S Santa Monica 
Boulevard. No suspect information avail-
able. Unknown suspect entered a secured 
building by unknown means, forced open a 
secured office suite door, stole the victims 
property and fled in an unknown direction. 
Loss: $14,750. 

Burglary occurred between 2 p.m. on 
11/20/2010 and 8:36 p.m. on 11/21/2010 in 
the 200 block of S La Cienega Boulevard. 
No suspect information available. Unknown 
suspect took a laptop from a front office 
desk and exited with the property. Loss: 
$700. 

Burglary occurred between 9:05 a.m. on 
11/17/2010 and 3:45 p.m. on 11/17/2010 in 
the 200 block of S Maple Drive. Suspects 
are two 20-year-old black males, both 
5’10”. Unknown suspect(s) gained entry to 
a backyard, broke the rear window allowing 
them to unlock the rear door and enter the 
resident. 

Burglary occurred between 12:01 p.m. on 

11/16/2010 and 12:09 p.m. on 11/16/2010 
in the 200 block of S Wetherly Drive. No 
suspect information available. Unknown 
suspect(s) forced entry into the victim(s) 
bedroom with an unknown pry tool. The 
suspect(s) fled when the alarm was acti-
vated. 

Burglary occurred between 2:42 p.m. on 
11/19/2010 and 2:54 p.m. on 11/19/2010 
in the 100 block of N Wetherly Drive. No 
suspect information available. Unknown 
suspect(s) entered the victim’s property via 
secured alley gate, gained access to an unse-
cured bathroom window, entered the home 
and ransacked several rooms. No property 
was taken, the suspect(s) left undetected. 

Burglary occurred between 11:30 a.m. 
on 11/20/2010 and 4 p.m. on 11/21/2010 in 
the 9900 block of Durant Drive. No suspect 
information available. Unknown suspect 
entered a sub-garage, broke the lock off a 
wooden storage unit, removed the property 
and fled. Loss: $160. 

Burglary occurred between 12:45 p.m. on 
11/15/2010 and 12:59 p.m. on 11/15/2010 
in the 300 block of N Canon Drive. No sus-
pect information available. Suspect entered 
the structure and cut/removed locks on mer-
chandise. Loss: $389.

Burglary occurred between 3:10 p.m. on 
11/17/2010 and 3:12 p.m. on 11/17/2010 in 
the 300 block of N Rodeo Drive. Suspects 
are one 15-year-old black female, 5’05”, 150 
lbs, black hair and one 15-year-old female, 
5’05”, 140 lbs, black hair. Suspect(s) pulled 
in front of the victims store and double 
parked. Two suspects entered the store, 
selected four handbags and exited without 
paying to the waiting car. Loss: $4,855. 

Burglary occurred between 11:15 a.m. on 
11/18/2010 and 11:25 a.m. on 11/18/2010 
in the 9800 block of S Santa Monica 
Boulevard. Suspect is a 30-year-old black 
male, 5’01”, 105 lbs, black hair. Suspect 
grabbed handbags and ran out of the store 
into an awaiting vehicle and drove away. 
Loss: $3,600. 

Burglary occurred between 3:10 p.m. on 
11/20/2010 and 3:36 p.m. on 11/20/2010 
in the 9600 b lock of Sunset Boulevard. 
No suspect information available. Suspect 
entered a boutique, concealed property 
inside of a backpack and fled on foot with-
out paying. Loss: $9,500. 

Burglary occurred between 8:30 p.m. on 
11/10/2010 and 7:30 a.m. on 11/11/2010 in 
the 9700 block of Wilshire Boulevard. No 
suspect information available. Unknown 
suspect(s) entered a secured office suite 
without permission, stole two computers 
and fled the location. Loss: $3,000. 

Burglary occurred between 11:05 a.m. on 
11/08/2010 and 11:10 a.m. on 11/08/2010 
in the 200 block of S Oakhurst Drive. 

Suspect is a 20-year-old black male, brown 
hair and brown eyes. Suspect entered the 
victim’s rear yard and attempted to enter 
the residence by kicking in the rear door and 
breaking a side window. 

Burglary occurred between 12:01 a.m. 
on 10/25/2010 and 4 p.m. on 11/05/2010 in 
the 200 block of S Gale Drive. No suspect 
information available. Unknown suspect 
entered a secured sub-garage, removed the 
lock securing the victim’s storage cabinets 
and removed the victims property. Loss: 
$5,100. 

Burglary occurred between 7 p.m. on 
11/06/2010 and 4 p.m. on 11/07/2010 in 
the 100 block of S Peck Drive. No suspect 
information available. Unknown suspect(s) 
entered the lobby of a secured apartment 
building and cut the latches on the locks on 
the mailbox doors. 

Burglary occurred between 11:30 a.m. on 
11/11/2010 and 2:30 p.m. on 11/11/2010 in 
the 200 block of Tower Drive. No suspect 
information available. Suspect(s) removed 
a screen, reached in the window, removed 
property and fled. Loss: $130. 

Burglary occurred between 12:50 a.m. on 
11/03/2010 and 1 a.m. on 11/03/2010 in the 
400 block of N Foothill Road. Suspect is 
male. Unknown suspect entered the lobby, 
cut padlocks, removed property and fled. 
Loss: $1,302. 

Burglary occurred between 4 p.m. on 
11/05/2010 and 4:30 p.m. on 11/05/2010 
in the 900 block of Burton Way. Suspect 
is a 40-year-old black male, 5’08”, 200 lbs, 
black hair and brown eyes. Suspect entered 
the office area of a medical business and is 
confronted. The suspect then fled with the 
victim’s purse. Loss: $500.

Burglary occurred between 11:35 a.m. on 
11/04/2010 and 11:49 a.m. on 11/04/2010 
in the 500 block of N Alta Drive. No sus-
pect information available. Unknown sus-
pect attempted to pry or pull the screen off 
of a rear door.

Burglary occurred between 1 p.m. on 
11/04/2010 and 6 p.m. on 11/04/2010 in 
the 200 block of N La Peer Drive. Suspect 
is a 41-year-old white male, 5’10”, 225 
lbs, brown hair and green eyes. Suspect(s) 
removed the screen from the kitchen win-
dow and entered the unlocked open win-
dow. Loss: $500. 

Burglary occurred between 7:30 a.m. on 
11/04/2010 and 8:34 p.m. on 11/04/2010 in 
the 100 block of N Maple Drive. No suspect 
information available. Unknown suspect 
forced the window opened, entered the resi-
dence and removed the victim’s property. 
Loss: $4,050. 

Burglary occurred between 5:27 p.m. on 
11/06/2010 and 5:53 p.m. on 11/06/2010 
in the 300 block of S Almont Drive. No 
suspect information available. Unknown 
suspect kicked open a side kitchen door, 
entered the location and fled the location 
without any property or ransacking. 

Burglary occurred between 10 a.m. on 
11/06/2010 and 2 p.m. on 11/06/2010 in the 
500 block of N Roxbury Drive. Suspects 
are two 20-year-old black males. Suspect(s) 
removed the window screen on an open 
upstairs window in order to enter the resi-
dence. Suspect(s) removed property and 
fled. Loss: $12,000.  

Burglary occurred between 7 p.m. on 
10/28/2010 and 7 a.m. on 10/29/2010 in the 
100 block of N Robertson Boulevard. No 
suspect information available. Suspect(s) 
broke the front window, entered the loca-
tion and removed cash from the register. 
Loss: $500. 

Burglary occurred between 6 a.m. on 
10/16/2010 and 1:30 p.m. on 10/27/2010 
in the 200 block of S Doheny Drive. No 
suspect information available. Unknown 
suspect(s) entered the victim’s home at an 
unknown entry point, took the property and 
fled through the front door. Loss: $15,700. 

Burglary occurred between 7 p.m. on 
10/28/2010 and 12:45 a.m. on 10/29/2010 in 
the 400 block of S Canon Drive. No suspect 
information available. Unknown suspect(s) 
entered the location through an unlocked 
open window, removed several items inside 
the residence and exited through the front 
door. Loss: $6,200. 

Burglary occurred at 1:30 p.m. on 
10/29/2010 in the 100 block of N Beverly 
Drive. No suspect information available. 
Unknown suspect gained access to property 
during construction and took custom sliding 
doors. Unknown time frame when crime 
occurred. Loss: $5,000. 

Burglary occurred between 5:30 p.m. on 
10/15/2010 and 9 a.m. on 10/16/2010 in the 
20 block of S Hamilton Drive. No suspect 
information available. Unknown suspect 
used an unknown tool/object to cut a metal 
chain, which secured the game that lead 
inside a construction site. The suspect cut 
another chain inside and removed the prop-
erty. Loss: $2,000.

Burglary occurred between 3:30 p.m. on 
10/15/2010 and 7:40 a.m. on 10/18/2010 
in the 1100 block of San Ysidro Drive. No 
suspect information available. Unknown 
suspect entered a secured construction 
site and removed property and fled. Loss: 
$1,030. 

Burglary occurred between 12:15 p.m. on 
10/20/2010 and 1:55 p.m. on 10/20/2010 in 
the 400 block of S Spalding Drive. No sus-
pect information available. Unknown sus-
pect opened an unlocked rear door to enter 
the kitchen of a residence. Once inside, the 
suspect only took specific, valuable items. 
No ransacking took place. Loss: $4,700. 

Burglary occurred between 8 a.m. on 
10/20/2010 and 10 p.m. on 10/20/2010 in 
the 200 block of Tower Drive. No suspect 
information available. Unknown suspect 
entered the victim’s apartment and removed 
the victim’s property. Loss: $1,650. 
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