
WeeklyBeverly Hills ALSO ON THE WEB
www.bhweekly.com

SERVING BEVERLY HILLS • BEVERLYWOOD • LOS ANGELES	

Issue 593 • February 10 - February 16, 2011 

rudy cole •
Mean and not nice Page 6

briefs • What happens to BHUSD when 
oil well revenue ends?                       Page 2

briefs •  Hubbard, Christiansen 
pleaded not guilty, arraigned       Page 3

A Weekly Interview • page 9

Rock ‘n’ Roll 
Commissioner

The Weekly’s interview 
with Traffic & Parking 

Commission chair 
Jeff Levine 



What happens to BHUSD when oil well 
revenue ends?

Representatives of the Board of Education 
and the City Council may discuss the future 
of the Venoco Oil well at Beverly High and 
the nearly $1 million in royalties it pays to 
the BHUSD, among other things, at a liai-
son meeting this evening at City Hall.

Two weeks ago, the City Council voted 
to implement a 45-day emergency ordi-
nance that would prohibit new oil drilling 
within city limits. The Council can extend 
the ordinance for up to two years before 

instating a permanent one.
“The City Council made it clear that 

continuing to have an oil processing center 
on the high school campus didn’t seem 
like a good idea,” said vice mayor Barry 
Brucker. “[This ordinance] would pro-
hibit any new developments without City 
Council approval.”

As it stands now, the ordinance would 
sever the use of oil well on Beverly High 
when its lease is up at the end of 2016.  
This would also put an end to the royalties 
the school district receives from the well.

The school district made more than $1.1 
million in 2009, more than $757,000 in 
2010, and nearly $300,000 so far in 2011. 
The district projects that they will earn 
approximately $700,000 from the oil well 

“BHUSD prepared to sue METRO over 
subway under high school” [Issue #592]
PROUD TO BE A BEVERLY 
HILLS-IAN

After listening to the fol-de-rol that was 
the MTA meeting, I had a chance to watch 
this city come together (for the most part) 
on our crucial “matter of the month.”  
Concerned citizens were ceding their time 
to others as well as the more prominent 
speakers in order to have their opinions 
well represented.  Our elected officials 
were representing our best interests.  This 
little democracy was actual working.  Can 
you imagine how much we could accom-
plish as a state, a nation or even a planet?  
It made me proud to be a resident and see 
our city unite under a cause.  The mere 
idea of running a train under a building full 
of children is ghastly and if the MTA goes 
this route (no pun intended) then we should 
all be prepared to BOYCOTT CENTURY 
CITY!    

Noah Margo
Beverly Hills
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by the end of the year.
Assistant Superintendent of Business 

Services Dr. Alex Cherniss will encourage 
the Board of Education to begin consider-
ing what to do without the hundreds of 
thousands of dollars the schools receives 
from Venoco Oil royalties.

The emergency ordinance has not yet 
been discussed with the school district.

“I was surprised that the city didn’t give 
us a head’s up as a courtesy,” said Board 
vice president Dr. Brian Goldberg. How 
the school district will make up for this loss 
of revenue is now before the Board.

If the Council extends the current ordi-
nance or institutes a permanent one, the 
Board and Venoco could ask the Council 
to provide them an exception to the city’s 
new rule. But the City Council’s 5-0 vote 
to end drilling may make that a difficult 
feat.

Venoco representatives did not respond 
to request for comment by press time.

District undecided about how to pro-
ceed with Fulfrost

The Beverly Hills Unified School 
District Board of Education discussed 
options available to them in pursuing legal 
action against its former attorney who 

testified on behalf of  Karen Christiansen, 
the former facilities director is facing four 
felony charges relating to misappropriating 
at least $1.3 million from the district. 

The district’s current firm, Quinn, 
Emmanuel, Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP, are 
advising the Board on what they can do. At 
the least, the Board intends to file a com-
plaint with the State Bar of California. 

The attorney in question is Howard 
Fulfrost, who is  a partner at Fagen, 
Friedman & Fulfrost, LLP, a law firm 
formerly contracted by the BHUSD. He 
recently testified on behalf of Christiansen 
and posted collateral on his home for her 
bail from a detention center where she 
was held on felony charges of conflict of 
interests.  

Fulfrost’s husband, Tim Morneau, was 
the COO of Christiansen’s company, 
Strategic Concepts LLC. Christiansen 
lived with the couple before being taken 
into custody in December. Fulfrost consid-
ers Christiansen a personal friend.

Representatives of Fagen, Friedman & 
Fulfrost told the Weekly that they do not 
believe Fulfrost has broken the code of 
professional conduct or any duty to their 
former client. 

“That doesn’t necessarily mean we sup-

port the personal choices that have caused 
concern and distraction for educational 
leaders in Beverly Hills,” said Peter Fagen, 
a partner at the firm. “It may not have been 
the wisest choice.” 

Hubbard, Christiansen pleaded not 
guilty, arraigned

Former BHUSD superintendent Jeffrey 
Hubbard and former facilities director 
Karen Christiansen pleaded not guilty to 
a combined six felony charges at a second 
arraignment on Monday.

They will return to court on Feb. 28 for a 
pre-trial conference.

Principal shot and killed in BHUSD’s 
Lynch’s current district 

Former Hawthorne principal Nancy 
Lynch, now superintendent in the 
Placerville Unified School District, was 
overseeing the district when principal Sam 
LaCara was shot and killed last week. 

“We are simply taking it one day at a 
time,” Lynch said in an e-mail

The school district was shut down 
Thursday, the day after the shooting. It 
reopened Friday. 

“The outpouring of support from our 
entire community has been overwhelming,” 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Council of the City of Beverly Hills, at its regular meeting to be held on 
Tuesday, February 15, 2011, at 7:00 p.m., in the Council Chambers of the City 
Hall, 455 N. Rexford Drive, Beverly Hills, CA 90210, will consider:

An aPPEal FrOm thE dEcIsIOn OF thE PlannInG COmmIssIOn 
CErtIFYInG thE EnVIrOnmEntal ImPact REPOrt (EIR), 
adOPtInG a StatEmEnt OF OVErrIdInG COnsIdEratIOn, 
adOPtInG a MItIGatIOn MOnItOrInG PrOGram, 
cOndItIOnallY aPPrOVInG a TEntatIVE Tract MaP NO. 70035, 
A dEnsItY bOnus PErmIt, an r-4 PErmIt and a DEVElOPmEnt 
PLAN REVIEW TO ALLOW CONSTRUCTION OF A FOURTEEN UNIT 
RESIDENTIAL CONDOMINIUM STRUCTURE ON THE PROPERTY 
LOCATED AT 9936 DURANT DRIVE.

The Applicant has submitted applications requesting approval for a Tentative 
Tract Map No. 70035; Development Plan Review for a four story, 45 foot high, 14 
unit condominium building; a Density Bonus Permit for a density bonus above 
the Zoning Code allowed density of 11 units and a construction incentive for 
reduced rear yard setback; and an R-4 permit for additional front yard paving for 
the property located at 9936 Durant Drive (the �Project�).  

On September 23, 2010, the Planning Commission approved the project and 
certi�ed the EIR.  On October 4, 2010, David Siegel, �led an appeal of the 
Planning Commission�s decision.

The Project has been environmentally reviewed pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (�CEQA�), (Public Resource Sections 21000, et seq.), 
the State CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Sections 
15000 et seq.), and the City�s Local CEQA guidelines and an environmental 
impact report (the �EIR�) was prepared for the Project to analyze the project�s 
potential impacts on the environment. The Environmental Impact Report was 
released on June 30, 2009, and the public comment period extended through 
August 14, 2009.  The Final EIR was certi�ed by the Planning Commission on 
September 23, 2010.

All interested persons are invited to attend and speak on this matter.  Written 
comments may also be submitted and should be addressed to the City Council, 
c/o City Clerk, 455 N. Rexford Drive, Suite 290, Beverly Hills, CA  90210.  The 
comments should be received prior to the hearing date.  Appeal hearings before 
the City Council are de novo, and the Council may consider any and all issues 
associated with the matter being appealed.

Please remember, if you challenge the Council�s action in court, you may be 
limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the hearing 
before the City Council or in written correspondence delivered to the City, either 
at or prior to the hearing.  

If there are any questions regarding this notice, Please contact Rita Naziri, 
Senior Planner, Community Development Department, Planning Division, at 
310-285-1136 or rnaziri@beverlyhills.org. Copies of the application, plans, and 
other records regarding this matter are available for review in the Community 
Department/Planning Division, 455 N. Rexford Drive, Suite 100, Beverly Hills, 
California.

BYRON POPE, CMC
City Clerk

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The City Council of the City of Beverly Hills, at its regular meeting to be held 
on Tuesday, February 15, 2011, at 7:00 p.m., in Council Chambers of the City 
Hall, 455 N. Rexford Drive, Beverly Hills, CA 90210; will hold a public hearing 
to consider:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS PROHIBITING THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF MARIJUANA DISPENSARY, STORE, CO-OP, OR 
CULTIVATION OPERATIONS IN ANY ZONING DISTRICT OR OVERLAY 
ZONING DISTRICT WITHIN THE CITY

This Ordinance would prohibit the establishment and operation of any marijuana 
dispensary, store, co-op or cultivation operation.  This includes any structure, 
facility, residence or similar enclosure at or in which marijuana is sold, traded, 
exchanged or bartered. 
This Ordinance has been assessed in accordance with the authority and criteria 
contained in the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the State CEQA 
Guidelines, and the environmental regulations of the City.  It can be seen with 
certainty that there is no possibility that the adoption and implementation of the 
Ordinance may have a signi�cant effect on the environment.  The Ordinance 
makes express a prohibition on marijuana dispensaries, stores, co-ops or 
cultivation operations that already exists because such dispensaries are 
not listed as a permitted use in any zone, and thus are currently considered 
prohibited.  The proposed ordinance does not change the current prohibition.  
Therefore, the Ordinance is exempt from the environmental review requirements 
of CEQA pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) of Title 14 of the California Code of 
Regulations.
All interested persons are invited to attend and speak on this matter. Copies of 
the proposed ordinance are available for review or purchase in the Community 
Development Department/Planning Services Section, 455 N. Rexford Drive, 1st 
Floor, Beverly Hills, California.  Written comments may also be submitted and 
should be addressed to the City Clerk, 455 N. Rexford Drive, Beverly Hills, CA 
90210.  The comments should be received prior to the public hearing.  
Please remember, if you challenge the Council�s action in court, you may be 
limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the public 
hearing described in this notice or in written correspondence delivered to the 
City, either at or prior to the hearing.  
If there are any questions regarding this notice, please contact Peter Noonan, 
AICP, Associate Planner, Community Development Department, Planning, at 
310.285.1127 or pnoonan@beverlyhills.org.  

BYRON POPE, CMC
City Clerk
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Lynch said.   “From 
mental health ser-
vices, to support 
from other school 
districts to help 
out in positions, to 
churches providing 
support and food, to 
local businesses and 
private members of 
the community all 
coming forward to 

help us work through our shock and grief, 
it has been incredible.”

She was Hawthorne principal then direc-
tor of curriculum at Beverly Hills until 
taking her position in Placerville. She is 
profiled in Issue #306, “A Day in the Life 
of the Hawthorne Principal.” 

LaCara, 50, was remembered as an out-
standing principal of Louisiana Schnell 
Elementary School by students and parents 
in news reports in the days following the 
shooting. There was a memorial held in his 
honor Tuesday afternoon. 

The alleged shooter, John Luebbers, was 
the school’s janitor and news reports say he 
and LaCara were friends. 

Murakawa-Leopard promoted to 
Assistant Supt. 

BHUSD Director of Human Resources 
Dawnalyn Murakawa-Leopard was pro-
moted to assistant superintendent of 

human resources on 
Tuesday evening. 

The Board of 
Education voted 
5-0 to promote 
the former Horace 
Mann principal to 
the position. 

 

BHUSD takes lessons from NorCal kin-
dergartens

As BHUSD prepares for a new ‘tran-
sitional’ kindergarten class, the Board of 
Education is looking to other school dis-
tricts for guidance and best practices. 

Adult and Alternative Education Director 
Pat Escalante visited seven basic aid school 
districts with transitional kindergartens in 
Northern California on Dec. 16 and 17 to 
learn about the existing preschool and kin-
dergarten programs.  

At Tuesday’s Board of Education meet-
ing, she provided an overview of the dis-
tricts’ organizational and financial struc-
ture for the future planning for the imple-
mentation of the new law that requires a 
“transitional” kindergarten for those too 
young to start traditional kindergarten. 

“Where we are as a school district is we 
are ready to go,” Escalante told the Board.  
“I am ready to go forward. We have been 
working hard to put things in place should 
you make that decision.” 

The new law requires that students start-
ing kindergarten must turn 5 years old by 
Sept. 1st of the school year, otherwise 
those turning 5 between Sept. 2 and Dec. 
2 will be enrolled in a “transitional kinder-
garten.” With exceptions on a case-by-case 
basis, the law will be phased in over three 
years beginning in 2012, with the birthday 
cut-off date moving back by one month 
each year. 

The BHUSD is preparing for the tran-
sitional kindergarten as that deadline 
approaches. The Board gave direction for 
the district to prepare for one pilot class to 
begin next Fall, with a cap of around 20 
students. 

The issue is complicated for a Basic Aid 
district because they don’t receive state 
funding based on the number of students 
in the district. Instead, they receive a 
lump sum that they must distribute evenly 
between students. Allowing more students 
into the school district can put strains on 
that funding. 

“I’m concerned about taking a whole 
group of kids who would otherwise be an 
in a privately funded transitional kinder-
garten and just provided it for free,” said 
Board member Myra Lurie. “That’s a hit 
on our budget.”

Alternatively, this could be an opportu-
nity for the BHUSD to bring more children 
into the district.  

“I want to capture these kids now,” said 
Board member Steven Fenton.  “If you put 
us in front of a 4 year old, I think we can 
keep them until they are 18…If we have 
an opportunity to bring those kids into our 
system, you can’t put a price tag on that.”

California believes it will see a $700 
million annual cost savings resulting from 
having fewer children who are unprepared 
in kindergarten.  

The Board will continue to discuss the 
future of the transitional kindergarten and 
the pilot class at future meetings. 

Hawthorne grad auditions for 
American Idol

Matthew Frankel, a 1998 Hawthorne 
graduate, audition for television’s American 
Idol spawned some special attention last 
week. 

Frankel, or “Big Stats,” announced 
a “beef” with the show’s judge Randy 
Jackson after the two had a bizarre argu-
ment over Chaka Khan during the failed 
audition. Frankel, CEO of Matthew Scott 
Frankel Productions, said he has released 
millions of albums including a compilation 
with Khan on it. Jackson vocalized his dis-
belief. Frankel was later denied ability to 
move forward in the competition. 

“For now, you and I are beefin’,” he 
told Jackson through the studio camera, 
as the show posted a fake news story with 
the Breaking News headline: “They Be 
Beefin!!!”

Frankel auditioned with a self-composed 
rap as follows:  

“I’m Matt Frankel, aka Big Stats, so relax 
your mind and let your body reach climax;  
Jump aboard it’s time for your Wheel of 
Fortune, fortunately I ain’t Red Cross… 
cuz your love don’t cost a thing…” he 
said as he pointed to show judge Jennifer 
Lopez, a pop singer who had a hit single 
featuring those final seven words. 
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To learn more, contact Officer
Don Chase at 310-285-2133

or dchase@beverlyhills.org

Join the Beverly Hills Police Department at the 
new Neighborhood Watch kick-off Block Party! 

Saturday, February 12
12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.

200 S. Palm Drive

The Neighborhood Watch program will host a series of Block
Parties throughout the City as a way to educate the community on

safety related issues.

Special presentations:
Crime Prevention and How to Protect Yourself

Current Crime Trends

The Grilled Cheese Truck will be on site at this meeting
with gourmet sandwiches for sale.

Neighborhood Watch Block Party
Beverly Hills Residents Agree . . .

By Absentee Ballot or at the Polls on March 8th

Experienced Leader.   Hometown Candidate.

ELECT LILI BOSSE FOR
BEVERLY HILLS CITY COUNCIL!!

Lili is Endorsed by the:
Beverly Hills North Homeowners Association
Rudy Cole, Columnist; Beverly Hills Weekly

Beverly Hills Courier
LA County Democratic Party

Municipal League of Beverly Hills

Paid for by Mary Curtis,  Robbie Curtis & Amy Furie

Dawnalyn Murakawa-Leopard 

Nancy Lynch



Frankel alluded to a possible re-audition 
for the following season. 

Council removes limit to independent 
political committee contributions

The City Council approved updating an 
ordinance to remove limits to contributions 
to independent expenditure committees in a 
3-2 vote Thursday night. Councilmembers 
Nancy Krasne and John Mirisch dissented. 

The new ordinance will allow donations 
to independent expenditure committees to 
be unlimited, up from the $400 limit previ-
ously in place by the older ordinance.

The limits to the candidate campaign 
committees remain in place. 

Dare 2 Care honors Hollywood philan-
thropy

Beverly Hills 
resident and tele-
vision personality 
Leeza Gibbons is 
throwing a char-
ity event to honor 
“Hollywood’s com-
passion and philan-
thropy.”

The Dare2Care 

event will be held Thursday, Feb. 24, at 
Boa Restaurant. It will honor Jamie Lee 
Curtis and Hill Harper as well as Jewish 
Family Services of Los Angeles. 

Musical performances by LeAnn Rimes 
and David Foster will highlight the eve-
ning. 

For more information, go to www.
dare2carenow.org or call Levy, Pazanti & 
Associates at 888-655-6529.

 Schools get in on the Groupon craze
What do you get when you mix schools 

and Groupon? Schoupon, apparently. 
A new website created by the Beverly 

Hills Education Foundation is looking to 
help schools build off the wild success 
of Groupon, a website offering daily dis-
counts to local vendors. 

Schoupon is focused exclusively on 
local stores, businesses, and merchants in 
and around the Beverly Hills area. The 
BHEF will receive a percentage from all 
redeemed coupons.  

The deals will launch in a few weeks but 
shoppers are encouraged to sign up now at 
www.schoupon.org. 

BHHS Girls’ Soccer Team Seeks to 
Wrap Up League Title Tonight

The Beverly High girls’ soccer team 
holds a one-point lead over Santa Monica 
in the race for the Ocean League champi-
onship entering tonight’s regular-season 
finale against Culver City at Nickoll Field. 
The opening kickoff is scheduled for 6 
p.m.

The Normans have won six consecutive 
games in league play, including a 10-2 vic-
tory over Morningside Feb. 2 at Nickoll 
Field, a 2-1 overtime triumph over Santa 
Monica Friday at Santa Monica College 
and a 3-0 defeat of Inglewood Tuesday at 
Inglewood.

Tylor Fields and Sydney Segal both 
scored twice against Morningside, while 
Ashley Aviram, Michelle Azhdam, Nia 
Freeman, Jessica Karpiak, Kaela Reisfelt, 
Mahshar Zargar each scored once for the 
Normans, who led 9-1 at halftime.

Beverly Hills goalkeeper Kyle Colvin 
made two saves.

Fields scored her team-leading 21st goal 
of the season midway through the first 
10-minute overtime against Santa Monica, 
which was ranked sixth in the Southern 
California Soccer Coaches Association 

Southern Section Division 4 poll released 
Jan. 31, three spots ahead of the Normans.

Beverly Hills took a 1-0 lead Segal’s 
first-half goal off Fields’ assist. Julia Glanz, 
who has signed a letter of intent to accept 
an athletic scholarship from the University 
of Arizona, tied the score for Santa Monica 
early in the second half.

Norman coach Ryan Franks credited the 
victory to “playing solid defense, double-
teaming, sometime triple-teaming Julia 
Glanz, who is the league’s MVP without 
a doubt.”

“They had most of the possession, but 
they didn’t have great shots on goal and I 
think that’s because we were solid in our 
marking, we didn’t have too many blown 
assignments and when we needed it, Tylor 
Fields stepped up for us,” Franks said.

Zargar, who was most responsible for 
marking Glanz, fellow defender Monica 
Salandra and Fields drew praise for their 
play from Franks.

Beverly Hills led in shots, 16-10. Norman 
goalkeeper Ida Trevino made nine saves.

The victory was Beverly Hills’ first over 
the Vikings since Franks became its coach 
in the 2004-2005 season.
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Author Philip Margo meets with filmmaker Michael Moore at a book fair in Miami.

JOIN CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
AND COMMUNITY LEADERS IN SUPPORTING

JULIAN GOLD, MD
FOR BEVERLY HILLS CITY COUNCIL

ALSO ENDORSED BY

BEVERLY HILLS FIREMEN'S ASSOCIATION & 
THE BEVERLY HILLS WEST HOLLYWOOD DEMOCRATIC CLUB

"Dr. GOLD has served with distinction on two of  our City commissions. He 
is an analytical and critical thinker who wants to þnd the best solutions for 
Beverly Hills. Our Community is lucky that he is running for City Council and 
has committed himself  to public service."
JOHN MIRISCH
Beverly Hills City Council Member 

"Julian GOLD has served our community with 
distinction as Chair of  the Trafþc and Parking Commission 
and currently on the Recreation and Parks Commission. I 
support his candidacy for Beverly Hills City Council."
BARRY BRUCKER 
Vice Mayor, Beverly Hills

"I have known Julian GOLD and his family since I 
became the rabbi of  their temple, Temple Emanuel. 
Julian is a gentle, thoughtful, and compassionate 
man who brings a deep intelligence to everything 
he does. His life has been one of  service, both as a 
physician and a community leader. His decision to 
run for City Council comes out of  a genuine desire 
to give back to the community that supported him 
through a challenging illness which he handled with 
grace and amazing courage. He knows what true 
community means; that is the community he wants 
to nurture in Beverly Hills."
RABBI LAURA GELLER
Senior Rabbi

"Julian GOLD is the City Council candidate 
with the experience of  building and running 
a successful business. A thriving business 
community is vital to maintaining and 
enhancing our residential quality of  life.
Julian's knowledge and expertise as a 
business leader and City Commissioner 
gives him the skills needed to create and 
execute a plan to þll our empty stores and 
solve the problems we face now and in the 
future." 
WILLIE BRIEN, MD
Beverly Hills City Council Member

“Dr. GOLD is the proven 
leader that our community 
needs now.
He served on the Cedars-Sinai 
Board of  Directors for 7 years 
which manages over 10,000 
employees with a budget of  
$1.9 billion dollars. 
Dr. Julian GOLD is our 
candidate for city council.
SOROYA MELAMED
Community Leader

Hon. Willie Brien, M.D.
Hon. Barry Brucker
Hon. Steven Fenton

Hon.  Myra Lurie
Hon. Allan Alexander
Hon.  Linda Briskman

Hon. Les Bronte
Hon. Mark Egerman
Hon. Frank Fenton

Hon. Donna Ellman Garber
Hon. Lillian Raffel

Hon. Vicki Reynolds
Hon. Alissa Roston

Hon. Joe Tilem
Hon. Steve Webb
Hon. A. J. Wilmer

ENDORSED BY 
BEVERLY HILLS 

CURRENT AND FORMER 
ELECTED OFFICIALS: 
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A city council campaign that had been with-
out issues or personal attacks suddenly turned 
very nasty, and not because of the three candi-
dates themselves. 

 Last week City Treasurer Elliot Finkel 
unleashed a very personal attack on 
Councilmember Nancy Krasne, charging she 
made false claims in her campaign literature. 

Krasne pointed to having a surplus while 
making $18 million cuts in the budget when 
she was mayor last year, and that this was an 
historical first. 

Not unusual for mayors to list their accom-
plishments, even though the success may have 
been a team effort by the council and city staff.   
Mayors take hits for bad news, so they are 
entitled to take credit for successes.  The good 
deeds did occur during their year as mayor. 

At a recent city council public meeting, aired 
on the city’s television station, Krasne was 
blindsided by Finkel.  He unleashed a direct 
attack on her election material claims on bal-
ancing the budget and the surplus, adding that, 
under state law, cities may not have a deficit.   

Merits of the dispute aside, what Finkel 
did was unprecedented, and probably violated 
the civility code the city’s Human Relations 
Commission.   

What is really unprecedented is to use the 
public comment portion of council meetings 
for campaign purposes, something Finkel did 
before a surprised city council.  Clearly, this 
was a political attack against a candidate for 
reelection, not some independent financial fact 
finding by another city official. 

If Finkel wanted to correct the record, not 
make this what Krasne supporters have labeled 
a “campaign sneak attack” he could and should 
have called Krasne and discussed his disagree-
ment with her claims.  That would have been 
the honorable, civil thing to do. 

Finkel has inadvertently raised some more 
troubling concerns about his own role in city 
government.  The city treasurer is an elected 
position.  The only responsibility of the trea-
surer is to monitor the city’s investment port-
folio.  The city treasurer has no legal right to be 
involved in anything beyond investments and 
is not the city’s chief financial officer.  That 
position is held by a city employee who reports 
to the council through the city manager, never 
with or through the Treasurer.  

 Put another way, Krasne’s claims on budget 
do not fall under review or the administrative 
duties of the treasurer, whether that is Finkel or 
whoever holds that office.  Had Krasne made 
comments about investments, it would have 
been something for which Finkel had responsi-
bilities, but budgetary matters are not.  

This is more than a misunderstanding, and 
part of the underlying problem here is the intru-
sion by the Treasurer in the work of staff and 
the city council, even before this angry spat 
with Krasne.   

Finkel, with the council’s tacit approval, 

has created a committee on finance, not just to 
assist him on his legal duties of investment pol-
icies, but in reviewing all of the city’s money 
policies – from taxation to budget cuts.  

Not his job.  If the city council wants advice 
on any financial policy, it could create a com-
mission, committee or any kind of formal or 
informal  citizen committee.  Why this was 
abrogated by the treasurer is probably because 
many of the people he, and not the council, 
selected are highly regarded and respected 
community leaders.  

So, the council and city manager relinquish 
some responsibilities, even if only advisory, 
to a city official with very limited authority, 
is that bad?  For many reasons, it is.  First, we 
hold the council responsible for judgments on 
city finances that impact our safety, not the 
treasurer.  Only they can hire and fire the city 
manager who implements council policies. 

Equally disturbing is the intrusion into the 
time and work of the city staff.  We have some 
outstanding professionals in finance.  How 
much of diversionary staff time now is devoted 
to Finkel and his committee?  Too much, 
according to our sources inside city hall and 
again, on matters that are not legally the charge 
of the treasurer’s office.

Clearly, the council should never have per-
mitted this to happen, no matter how well 
intentioned and competent the members of 
Finkel’s committee.  This is not some unof-
ficial volunteer committee.  It is, amazingly, 
listed on the city’s web site as an arm of 
Finkel’s office – and that too violates the city’s 
own limitations on his duties.  

More troubling is the report that some for-
mer mayors, most of whom are supporting 
Krasne’s competitors, will unleash their own 
attack on Krasne, using the Finkel claims.

According to campaign leaders for both Lili 
Bosse and Dr. Julian Gold, they have no con-
nection with this possible hit piece.  Actually, 
some of Dr. Gold’s consultants have warned 
the former mayors that this could harm Gold’s 
chances in the election, creating a voter back-
lash.  Hopefully, some calmer heads among the 
mayors will derail all this anger. 

Was the Krasne campaign piece not accu-
rate?  Even if it was a slight stretch of good 
news, would she become the first candidate 
in our elections to exaggerate a plus in their 
record?  Hardly.   

Accountability for creating responsible fis-
cal policies rests with the city council.  They 
and not the treasurer will face the voters if city 
services and public safety deteriorate. 

There were countless avenues open to Finkel, 
but not by using a council meeting for a public 
attack on a candidate for office.  He is, after all, 
an elected official.   

To repeat, neither Lili Bosse and Dr. Julian 
Gold had any part in this debacle.  Both 
have been running positive, ethical campaigns. 
Finkel is doing a good job on investment 

policies, what he most needs is some anger 
management. 

As for the campaign, the candidates appear 
to have few issues on which they disagree.  
It will come down to experience, integrity, 
endorsers and how hard they campaign.  There 
is a hazard for all three: a low voter turnout.   

By all reports, Bosse is the clear front runner.  
She truly has become the consensus candidate, 
is walking every section of the city and has the 
most balanced list of backers. It would be hard 
to find anyone who doesn’t admire her contri-
butions to our community – from lengthy and 
totally idealistic service on city commissions to 
her involvement in education, charities and the 
arts.  She is precisely the kind of candidate we 
hope is willing to serve, but seldom does.

The real danger for Bosse is the assump-
tion that she is a sure winner.  Too often the 
less emotionally involved electorate thinks a 
candidate is an obvious winner and forgets 
to vote.  On issues, I certainly do not always 
agree with her commission votes.  However, 
I never once doubted that her actions as a 
member of two city commissions came after 
careful thought and not because of any possible 
personal interest.  I admire her integrity, even 
when disagreeing with her.  Also, a special nod 
to husband Jon.  He totally supports her efforts 
and provides wise counseling.  

For what it may be worth, I will make my 
second choice known next week.  What is 
totally irrelevant is who manages campaigns. 
Issues, a willingness to be independent and 
open and, most important, being sufficiently 
competent to deal with the enormous chal-
lenges our city faces is the criteria that should 
matter most.  Running in lock step with col-
leagues, never ruffling the establishment or 
marching to a lone drummer, are all balancing 
arguments worth considering.  

I truly admire Nancy’s independence and Dr. 
Gold’s warmth and compassion.  Both have 
impressive endorsers and either would be valu-
able additions to the council.     

  ***
 
WE LOSE A GOOD ONE
One more loss to power plays.  Although it 

will be called an opportunity for a better job, 
the real reasons behind the sudden departure 
of the director of the  Conference and Visitors 
Bureau, Kathryn Smits, is the battle for con-
trol of that city funded agency.

Smits worked hard to stay above and out 
of the internal battles on her board, doing her 
job with a high degree of professionalism and 
always with a focus on the real objectives of 
the agency:  promoting tourism that have ben-
efited our hotels, restaurants and retailers. 

Even during the most difficult times in our 
economy, her work and that of her associates, 
was credited with being highly successful.  She 
will be missed. Yes, she is moving on to an 
exciting and impressive new job:

She will head up worldwide tourism devel-
opment for LA Inc.

However, this might be the right time to 
reexamine the decision to separate the CVB 
and the Beverly Hills Chamber of Commerce, 
also an action based more on personal differ-
ences than sound city policy.

Ali Kasikci, the current chair of the CVB, 

once told me that if the then professional head 
of the Chamber, Dan Walsh, left, the CVB 
and the Chamber could and should be put back 
together. 

Well, Walsh is gone and now Kathy is out.  
This may be the exact time for the city council 
to act in a fiscally responsible manner, cut 
costs of supporting two agencies with many 
similar goals and establish a model that could 
best serve our city’s interests.  Yes, the hote-
liers should always be the leaders of  tourism 
promotion, and we have some stars running 
our hotels, including Offer Nissenbaum at the 
Peninsula.   

Speaking of Kasikci, he has won some 
early rave notices from Hillcrest Country Club 
members, making some major changes in food 
services and ambiance.  What the club leader-
ship wanted is a more youthful feeling and 
some excitement in the often staid, historical 
but aging club.  Ali, as the club’s new general 
manager, is winning support from a hard to 
please audience.  

PARTY SUCCESS                                
More on Offer, great Chinese New Year 

party he and hotel owner Bob Zarnegin threw 
at the Peninsula Monday.  Was able to see one 
of my favorite former Mayors, Donna Ellman 
Garber, two days in a row, Sunday at the 
Hayman’s beautiful beach house in Malibu. 

The guest list was, of course, inclusive 
of many our city’s business, political and 
charities leaders, but Josette and I were really 
delighted to sit with my old adversary and now 
good friend, former Courier publisher March 
Schwartz.  How lucky he is to have the caring 
and cheerful Linda as a supportive spouse.   

Too many guests to list without miss-
ing some, but we did ride the elevator with 
Michael Caine, resisting the temptation to 
ask him “what’s it all about,” and my favorite 
radio commentator, Mike Jackson, whose fair, 
intuitive reports still put the Limbaughs of that 
world to shame.  

Special party note:  The food and decora-
tions, this time of the pool area and not the 
main floor ball room, were really exciting.  
And how the world has changed.  In attendance 
were some of our more far out right wingers, 
celebrating a Chinese cultural event.  

 
   ***

 
LOCAL HERO:  As we head into another 

election cycle, we are indeed fortunate to have 
Byron Pope, our city clerk, and his very able 
staff, handling the process, but the department 
is also lucky to have Patty Ogden, the recently 
retired second in command, return to help keep 
the election smooth.  Ogden, who has served 
under many former city clerks, is almost totally 
unflappable and knows the community and 
election rules.  Her involvement will certainly 
help keep the process efficient and transparent.  
For her past contributions and her willingness 
to rejoin the crucible of city service, Ogden is 
this week’s LOCAL HERO.

 
NEXT WEEK:  Last endorsement, and is the 

outdoor art work at Beverly Drive and Wilshire 
a joy for eyes or an eye sore?   

Rudy Cole served for eight years 
as a member and chair of the city’s 
Recreation & Parks Commission. He 
was also President of the Greystone 
Foundation and served on three other 
city committees. Rudy can be reached at: 
Rudy@bhweekly.com.
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Mean and not nice
And another agency change
By Rudy Cole

fromthehillsofbeverly 
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Aviram scored an unassisted goal in the 
fifth minute and in the 55th minute off 
Nicole Star’s assist and Segal scored off 
Fields’ cross in the 23rd minute against 
Inglewood. Colvin and Trevino each made 
one save for the Normans (16-5-2, 8-1 in 
league play).

 
BHHS Boys’ Soccer Team Ties Santa 
Monica

The Beverly High boys’ soccer team 

played to a 3-3 tie with Santa Monica in a 
game it led by two in the second half and 
one in overtime Friday night at Nickoll 
Field.

“We played great,” Norman coach Steve 
Rappaport said. “On the second and third 
goals we made two bad mistakes, leaving a 
man unmarked. We should have won the 
game.”

Beverly Hills (10-10-2, 3-4-1) took a 3-2 
lead on Mauricio Araujo’s goal in the final 
minute of the 10-minute first overtime, off 

Mariano Gonzalez’s assist.
The Vikings, ranked second in the South-

ern California Soccer Coaches Association 
Southern Section Division 4 poll released 
Jan. 31, retied the score in the seventh 
minute of the second overtime segment of 
the Ocean League game.

The Normans opened the scoring in the 
40th and final minute of the first half when 
a throw-in by Josh Newman went off the 
Santa Monica goalkeeper and into the net.

Beverly Hills increased its lead to 2-0 
in the 53rd minute when Gonzalez scored 
his team-leading 10th goal of the season 
off Taylor Offer’s assist.

Santa Monica scored in the 60th and 
66th minutes. 

“When you get a lead twice you need 
to put them away,” Rappaport said. “We 
didn’t finish.”

The Normans were outshot 13-9. 
Beverly Hills goalkeeper Leo Gettleson 

made 10 saves.
The Normans lost 2-1 at Morningside 

Feb. 2 in what Rappaport called “a pathetic 
showing.”

Beverly Hills allowed goals in the 52nd 

and 56th minutes, despite playing with a 
one-play advantage for the final 32 min-
utes.

Elijah Lichtenberg scored off Newman’s 
assist in the 40th minute for the Normans.

   The Monarchs had a player ejected 
in the 48th minute for dissent and had to 
play a player short for the remainder of 
the game.

“We were incredibly flat,” Rappaport 
said. “I hate to use excuses, but the truth is 
with our kids, when we’re in the middle of 
finals, we have trouble playing. We just did 
not perform.”

Gettleson made six saves in the first half, 
but was removed before the start of the sec-
ond half because he “just couldn’t focus,” 
Rappaport said.

“He was just so tired from finals he was 
having trouble concentrating,” Rappaport 
said.

Matthew Davidov made two saves in the 
second half.

Beverly Hills is scheduled to conclude 
regular-season play tonight by playing at 
Culver City at 6 p.m. 
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Get cash for your structured settlement or annuity payments.  
High payouts.  Rated A+ by the Better Business Bureau.

GET CASH NOW!GET CASH NOW!
1-866-FUND-1081-866-FUND-108

www.jgwentworth.com

™

Autumn Leaves Tour 
New England and the Northeast

15 Days from $1199*
Departs September - October in 2011

*PPDO plus $149 tax, service and gov’t fees.  Seasonal charges may apply.  Add-on airfare is 
available.  

Call for details!
1-800-817-0471

This fall foliage tour captures the colors of New 
England and the Northeast in the fall.  You will �y to 
America�s Cradle of Democracy, Philadelphia.  Enjoy 
New York City, historic Boston, and Cape Cod, all 
gently nestled in fall�s �Coat of Many Colors.�  Your 
tour winds through �ve states to Montreal and the 
only walled city in North America, Quebec.  The fall 
foliage of orange, yellow and brilliant reds are not 
to be missed.  See the Liberty Bell, Valley Forge, Sa-
lem, Williamsport, Gettysburg, and of course the Big 
Apple.  All will give you a true taste of the colorful 
Northeast and New England in the fall!  

It’s time to travel Promo Code: TN111578



How did you come to work as a 
commissioner? 

I used to live across the street from La 
Cienega Park and was an avid jogger from 
6:30 to 9 a.m. when I’d run 30 to 60 minutes. 
I’d run and people would be walking on the 
track smoking cigarettes. I’d ask them to 
extinguish them and they would say ‘Go to 
Hell.’  The smoke was offensive so I went to 
Recreation and Parks, explained my problem 
and requested that they consider installing 
‘No Smoking’ signs around the track at La 
Cienega.  They were surprisingly receptive 
and they wanted to take that further and make 
a recommendation to the City Council that 
they look at making all the parks smoke-free. 
It did happen and La Cienega, Tennis Center, 
Roxbury Park and Greystone Mansion became 
smoke-free parks in Beverly Hills. 

So that was my first entry into community 
service. I was very proud and pleased about 
that.

The Tobacco-Free Association gave me 
the Grassroots Advocate’s Award, which 
Councilmember Barry Brucker was gracious 
enough to give to me. That felt very good to 
accomplish and then when the city started 
looking at smoke-free outdoor-eating areas, 
they asked if I wanted to help and I said sign 
me up.  Brucker was instrumental in champion-
ing the smoke-free city and I worked with him 
behind the scenes, talking with merchants and 
doing whatever I could to push this forward. 

Later, I graduated from Team Beverly Hills 
in 2006 and that was a lot of fun.  Then I com-
pleted all the certification programs in Beverly 
Hills. 

I’m a ham radio op as a hobby so I 
became a founding member of the Disaster 
Communication Service for Beverly Hills. We 
have 70 members today who provide their time 
working with Police Department to help with 
any sort of emergency-service-related issue or 
public-service activity. For instance, when the 
Golden Globe Awards were here,  our group 
was very involved with that. We are working 
with the upcoming marathon and are hosted 
at various sites and look out for any help or 
safety issues that we can report back to Police 
Department.  

I was sort of thinking what else can I do 
now, so someone said, Why not become a 
member of one of the City Commissions?  
My thought was that my background is in 
real estate but I don’t think I’m ready for the 
Planning Commission so how about Traffic 
and Parking?  I said to myself that would be a 
perfect match. I am very familiar with all the 
streets and road conditions, and I have the ana-
lytic skills from my work.  I threw my hat into 
the ring with 11 applicants and I was honored 
to be selected three years ago.  

What’s it like becoming Chair of the 
Traffic & Parking Commission?

Our first meeting [on Feb. 3] was terrific; I 

was very pleased, very excited and very enthu-
siastic. 

We did a lot of things. We went through our 
normal agenda and looked at what would be 
our work plan for the year. While we didn’t 
finalize it, we will bring it up next month. We 
came forward with a direction and that’s very 
exciting. I decided I would like, with rest of 
the commission’s approval which I received, 
to have a theme for the year, which would be 
consistent with City Council’s recommend-
ed priorities. That theme is “Smart Traffic 
Management” or Traffic Mitigation.

I’ve lived in Beverly Hills for over 35 years 
and have experience traffic conditions a little 
worse year after year. The primary reason to 
become part of the commission is so I could 
do my part to mitigate traffic problems. That 
was my basic goal. 

Being that this is a very difficult year 
financially for the city and everyone had to 
do more with less I’ve asked the commission 
for support in working with me in coming up 
with new innovative ways of chipping away at 

traffic.  Everyone needs to think out of the box 
and be creative.

Beverly Hills has 200,000 to 300,000  peo-
ple passing through it every workday of the 
week. As more people move to the Southland, 
this problem continues to grow and I’ve seen 
it grow and grow as everyone else has.  This is 
the one issue that everyone has in common. It’s 
not a special issue for one part of the city.  

What else do you do on the commission?
I’m one of the commission on newly formed 

bicycle committee. We’ve had two meetings so 
far - we’ll meet about once a month.

We are looking at other cities such as West 
Hollywood, Santa Monica and Pasadena.  We 
want to see what works for Beverly Hills and 
see what they’ve done because they’ve been 
successful in creating a bicycle master plan. 
The last bicycle master plan was completed in 
1977 so it’s clearly time to update it. 

We need to do some community outreach 

and roundtable discussions with the bike com-
munity in the city, the schools, and depart-
ments like Recreation and Parks and Police. 
That would be the long-term plan.  

On the short-term, the city has already 
installed some bike racks which we think the 
community doesn’t know there are there.  

We are thinking of putting decals so people 
know those big beautiful silver structures are 
bike racks not artwork. There’s one in front of 
CVS pharmacy; one right up the street from 
Porta Via and La Scala.  We want to add them 
to the GIS map so that people can go on and 
see them.

I would be [more of a bike-rider] if the city 
was more bike-friendly.  There’s discussion of 
when Santa Monica is redone to have a bike 
lane on the north side going in one direction 
and a bike lane on Carmelita going the oppo-
site direction.  It’s very preliminary. 

What do you do professionally? 
I’m the president and CEO of Levine 

Property Management Inc., which is a real 

estate management company for  market-
rate and apartment communities throughout 
Southern California. 

I’m also on the Board of Directors of 
Venice Community Housing Corporation, 
which develops affordable housing for poor 
families. I’m a member of an advisory pro-
gram for Fremont College which is privately 
owned trade school. I’m also on the Board of 
the J2 Foundation, which is a charitable family 
foundation. 

Tell us about your family. 
I have a wonderful wife, Joyce, and we’ve 

been married for 26 years.  She is a practic-
ing CPA who is looking forward to retire-
ment at the end of this year. I have two 
kids, 19-year-old daughter, Mariel, who is 
sophomore at Annenberg at USC, and a 23-
year-old son, Jason, who is in his first year of 
graduate school at University of Michigan in 
Environmental Studies. 

What are you favorite pastimes? 
I’m an avid blues guitar player and attended 

Rock-n-Roll Fantasy Camp.  I look forward to 
doing it again when it comes to L.A.

I started playing guitar when I was 13, 
mostly folk music.  I played until I was 18 and 
stopped.  Then several years ago my son want-
ed to take lessons so I found him a teacher.  He 
played for six months and stopped.  I wanted 
to take guitar lessons and I liked his teacher so 
I have been taking the lessons for five years, 
twice a week.  It’s become one of my most 
favorite pastimes. 

I love Buddy Guy. He is one of my favor-
ite contemporary blues artists; also, Robert 
Johnson, one of the original blues guitarist who 
started it all, and everybody in between. 

 It’s been wonderful.  It’s my therapy, if you 
will, to play guitar. When I sit down and play 
for an hour, when I’m done it feels like 10 
minutes have gone by. 

What was Rock-n-Roll fantasy Camp like?
It’s a wonderful experience and so chal-

lenging. 
It’s based on sports fantasy camps.  The 

campers audition and are put into little bands 
with band leaders.  Each band leader is a 
famous rock musician and the camp director 
was Roger Daltrey of The Who and every band 
has somebody who was a famous musician. 

We stayed at Hollywood Renaissance on 
Highland for a week.  Every morning, we 
would pile in a white van and go to Studio 
Instrumental Rentals and each band group 
would go into rehearsal rooms all day.  

We all played one Who song and a song of 
choice. We were the only band who wrote an 
original tune, which was fun.  Then the last day 
we went to the House of Blues on Sunset and 
had a Battle of the Bands and that particular 
session The Learning Channel did a special 
on it.  

My wife was gracious enough to give this to 
me as my 50th birthday present so I had friends 
and family who came. 

My band’s musician leader was a back-
ground musician for the Monkees.  

Other artists  there were Dickey Betts with 
Allman Brothers, Elliot Easton of the Cars, 
Bruce Kulick with Kiss and  a whole bunch 
more.  It was fun to work with these profes-
sionals. 

I really grew a lot and the reason I’m so 
excited about wanting to it again is because 
my skills have increased dramatically. I wish 
I knew then what I know now.  I had fun 
because I was pushed out of my comfort zone 
and had to stand up and perform in front of 
200 people. 

What else would you like to say?
I love the community of Beverly Hills.  I 

hope it will continue to maintain the great 
quality of life it has had and I hope to do my 
job in making the quality of life here even 
better. One day I hope to possibly become 
member of Planning Commission -- that’s my 
background.  I’ve done redevelopment so I’ve 
worked with many communities, city govern-
ments and am very familiar with the entitle-
ment process, how communities work with 
government and how developers work with 
communities and build a consensus to have a 
development project be a quality project where 
everyone is happy. I think I could provide good 
input eventually. I still have three years left on 
Traffic and Parking.

February 10- February 16, 2011     • Page 9

ROCK ‘N’ ROLL COMMISSIONEr 
The Weekly’s interview with Traffic & Parking Commission chair Jeff Levine
 By Jacquelyn Ryan

coverstory

Jeff with Roger Daltrey
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