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WHAT'S ON YOUR MIND?

You can write us at:
140 South Beverly Drive #201
Beverly Hills, CA 90212

You can fax us at:
310.887.0789

email us at;
editor@bhweekly.com

letters
emaill

“Measure 2P” [Issue 597]

Lobbyist Harvey Englander made a very
hysterical and emotional personal attack
against me in last week’s Letters to the Editor
that was, aside from being filled with vit-
riol and untruths, totally out of step with our
Community’s standards of ethical dialogue.

Now, Englander is frantically attempting to
rewrite the history and distort the truth.

His letter implies he had no interest in a
compromise that might have avoided a vote
on Measure 2P.

For the record, and putting aside all the
nonsense and half-truths he used in his let-
ter to attack me, Englander did indeed meet
with me and with other City officials. How

Corrections, [Issue 597]

Steve Zoet’s title was identified incor-
rectly in last week’s cover story. His
title is Director of Community Services.
Corrections, [Issue 596]

“New Gateway possible at city’s west
side.” The area in question was actually
at the city’s east side (Doheny and Santa
Monica).

serious was his interest? He was wheeling
and dealing with City officials until the very
last minute, holding up filing paper work that
would mandate a vote until minutes before
the city clerk closed the office and the dead-
line passed.

What evidently distressed Englander is
that | had the audacity to speak out against
the Two Hour Free Parking scam initiative.
Englander is clearly not used to being called
out. Considering that he won the election,
why is he now so anxious to continue the
battle? The answer should be quite chilling.
He clearly wants to silence and frighten any
possible opponents for whatever scheme he
-- working for whoever pays the most -- will
next bring to our community.

We must not allow ourselves to be fright-
ened or intimidated; we should all be proud
to stand up to bullies who threaten our
Community. | spoke out against 2P, not
because | oppose two hour free parking,
which | clearly never have. 1 spoke out
because Englander’s campaign was so filled
with distortions, so obviously designed to
benefit a special interest, his clients, that |
found it not in the public interest. However,
spend enough, distort sufficiently and some-
times, even in our well informed community,
the voters can be deceived.

Let’s hope that the era of Englander-
style campaigns is coming to an end, not
only in Beverly Hills, but in our country.
Accountability for smears, false arguments
and overspending will eventually lead to
reforms. Sooner or later, that time will come,

letters cont. on page 7

brief

Bosse and Gold optimistic about City
Council

Councilmember-elect Lili Bosse cele-
brated her victory with a trip to Maui this
week.

“l can tell you that for the last nine
months | was eating, breathing, sleep-
ing—which | wasn’t sleeping—the whole
campaign and | literally did not have one
day off,” said Bosse, while walking on
the beach. “I wouldn’t even take an hour
off for lunch. [Jon and I] are in Hawaii
because it’s literally our first day off. | say
him, too, because he lived the whole expe-
rience with me. He went to every single
coffee, every single forum, everything.”

Although she was away from Beverly
Hills, she said she was still connecting
to people back home making thank you
phone calls and using social media, which
was an integral part of her campaign.

“I’ve been on my campaign Facebook
page talking to people and sharing ideas
even while I’m here,” Bosse said. “I always
intend to be accessible anywhere | am.”

When asked what she is looking forward
to most about serving on the City Council,
she said she is looking forward to working
with the community.

“I’m really looking forward to continu-

briefs cont. on page 4
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DATE: March 24, 2011

TIME: 1:30 PM, or as soon
thereafter as the
matter may be heard

LOCATION: Council Chambers

Beverly Hills City Hall

455 North Rexford Drive

Beverly Hills, CA 90210

On October 14, 2010, the Planning
Commission approved a proposed
medical of ce building at 121 San
Vicente Boulevard and adopted a
Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND). The project was appealed by Kenneth
Blumer for Dreskin, Gelber and Silverman, LLC (the appellant). In response to
the appeal, the applicant has revised the project. At its meeting of the February
3, 2011 City Council, remanded the matter to the Planning Commission for its
consideration of the revised project. The hearing on the revised project will be
held on Thursday, March 24, 2010 at 1:30 p.m., to consider the following:

A request for a Development Plan Review and a Variance application to allow
construction of approximately 32,450 square foot, 3-story, 45-foot high medical
and general of ce at 121 San Vicente Boulevard. A Development Plan Review
is required for construction of new buildings. The revised project as proposed
would provide 157 parking spaces at the ground oor and within a three-level
subterranean garage and with a separate ingress and egress located at San
Vicente Boulevard. As originally proposed, the proposed parking spaces would
be a combination of tandem and standard parking spaces, and would rely on
a valet operation. The Citys municipal code does not allow tandem parking
spaces, and the applicant has requested approval of a variance to allow the
proposed tandem parking system to satisfy the code required parking. The
original project also included a second variance to allow the ground oor parking
garage to be excluded from the total oor area calculation. The project proposes
a partial of ce use at the ground oor which does not provide a minimum depth
of forty feet (40) as required by code. As a result, the applicant is requesting
a variance to allow the ground oor parking areas to be excluded from the
oor area calculation. Pursuant to Beverly Hills Municipal Code §10-3-3700,
the Planning Commission, in order to make the necessary ndings to approve
a variance request, may impose such conditions as it deems appropriate to
protect the public health, safety and general welfare. Further, the applicant
proposes loading activity within the building, consisting of two van loading areas
accessible from San Vicente Boulevard.
This original project has been assessed in accordance with the authority and
criteria contained in the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the
State CEQA Guidelines, and the environmental regulations of the City, and
no signi cant unmitigated environmental impacts are anticipated; therefore,
a mitigated negative declaration has been prepared, subject to review by the
Planning Commission. The revised project is smaller in size and thus would not
result in any environmental impacts that are new or more severe than those
previously identi ed.

If you challenge the Commissions nal action in court, you may be limited to
raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing
described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City,
either at or prior to the public hearing.

If there are any questions regarding this notice, please contact Rita Naziri,
Senior Planner in the Community Development Department, Planning
Division at 310.285.1136 or by email at rnaziri@beverlyhills.org. Copies
of the applications, plans, Mitigated Negative Declaration, and all documents
referenced in the Mitigated Negative Declaration are on le in the Planning
Department, and can be reviewed by any interested person at 455 N. Rexford
Drive, Suite 100, Beverly Hills, CA. 90210.

Jonathan Lait, AICP, City Planner
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455 North Rexford Drive
Beverly Hills, CA 90210
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The Planning Commission of the City of Beverly Hills, at its regular meeting on
Thursday, March 24, will hold a public hearing beginning at 1:30 PM, or as soon
thereafter as the matter may be heard, to consider the project described below.
The public is invited to attend the public hearing to comment on the project. A
Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) was prepared for the project and
released for public review on November 3, 2008. A public hearing was held to
discuss the DEIR on November 20, 2008 and written and oral comments from
the public and the Planning Commission received have been incorporated into
a Final EIR, which has been revised to include updated technical studies. The
Planning Commission may provide direction and comments on the project and/
or make a recommendation to the City Council.

Project Location

The project site is located on three properties addressed as 9900 Santa Monica
Boulevard (Applicant: Roxbury Management Co.), 9844 Wilshire Boulevard
(Applicant:Wilco LLC) and 9817 Wilshire Boulevard (Applicant: Mr. Jeffrey Mirkin),
in the City of Beverly Hills. The properties, which together total approximately
3.3 acres in size, are located along Santa Monica Boulevard, between the north
roadway of Santa Monica Boulevard and the parcels fronting onto the south
roadway of Santa Monica Boulevard, on either side of the intersection of Santa
Monica and Wilshire Boulevards.

Project Description

The project involves the proposed rezoning of three parcels of former railroad
right-of-way property from Transportation (T-1) to Commercial (C-3) and changing
the General Plan land use designations from Railroad to Low Density General
Commercial. In addition to the proposed changes in land use designations
and zoning for all three parcels, development of a three-story, 42-foot high,
approximately 90,000 square foot commercial/of ce building with a three-level
subterranean garage accommodating 274 parking spaces is proposed for the
Wilco property, at 9844 Wilshire Boulevard.

This project has been assessed in accordance with the authority and criteria
contained in the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the State CEQA
Guidelines, and the environmental regulations of the City, and an Environmental
Impact Report has been prepared.

Copies of all relevant material, including the project speci cations, the
environmental initial study and all documents referenced in the EIR are available
for review in the of ces of the Community Development Department of the City
of Beverly Hills.

If you challenge the Commissions nal action in court, you may be limited to
raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing
described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City,
either at or prior to the public hearing.

If there are any questions regarding this notice, please contact David Reyes,
Principal Planner in the Community Development Department, Planning
Division at 310.285.1116 or by email at dreyes@beverlyhills.org. Copies
of the applications, plans, and all environmental documents are on le in the
Planning Department, and can be reviewed by any interested person at 455 N.
Rexford Drive, Suite 100, Beverly Hills, CA. 90210.

Jonathan Lait, AICP, City Planner
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briefs cont. from page 2

ing that communication, that open dia-
logue with everyone I’ve met,” Bosse said.
“I mentioned even now after the campaign
is over | intend to walk on the weekends,
knock on doors, meet with people | met
while | was running to see how we’re
doing and how we can improve.”

Bosse said she thinks budget and pen-
sion should be the first items that the City
Council tackles.

“I’m positive that we as a council are
going to work very well together,” Bosse
said. “We already have a tremendous
amount of respect for each other. | feel that
we’re going to be a council going forward
that is very approachable to the community
and listens to our community.”

Councilmember-elect Dr. Julian Gold,
who said he has been very busy since
election night, was also optimistic about
serving.

“I think it’s going to be a good council
and | look forward to working with the
other council members and our new mayor
to move the city forward,” Gold said.

Bosse and Gold will join the Beverly
Hills City Council on March 22 at the City
Council installation.

BHUSD faces more potential layoffs
due to additional $1 million budget
reduction

In a special session last Friday evening,
the BHUSD Board of Education voted 4-
0 to approve a resolution recommending
the reduction or elimination of 12.7 full-

time equivalent positions. The resolution
was approved with an amendment, which
added the director of adult education and
two K-8 counselors to the list of potential
layoffs.

Board member Jake Manaster was not
present because he was en route from
Utah.

“I think it was a very tough decision for
all of us,” Board member Myra Lurie said.
“But we really have no option other than
to do what’s required as fiduciaries for the
district. As fiduciaries, we need to main-
tain the maximum amount of flexibility
and retain all the options we can to balance
the budget.”

On Wednesday, the Board learned from
Schools For Sound Finance, a lobbying
group for basic aid districts, that it would
be necessary to prepare for an additional
$1 million budget reduction, due to an
increase in the 2011-2012 fair share reduc-
tion. As a basic aid district, reductions
to BHUSD’s budget must equal those of
districts with revenue limit funding. The
Board had been told the fair share reduc-
tion was 5.81 percent, but according to an
update from Schools For Sound Finance, it
is 8.9 percent. The California state legisla-
ture and Governor Jerry Brown have not
yet acted on the reductions.

“Since Governor Brown has been elect-
ed, he’s been providing us with ongoing
information about the very serious budget
scenario that we’re facing,” said Assistant
Superintendent of Human Resources
Dawnalyn Murakawa-Leopard. “The

increase in the fair share reduction was

Sty
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new to us.”

According to an update sent to BHUSD
from Schools For Sound Finance, the two-
house Budget Conference Committee fin-
ished work March 4 on the State Budget,
which included a fair share reduction to
basic aid districts. Schools For Sound
Finance stated that the 8.9 percent fair
share reduction is intended to equal rev-
enue limit reductions for 2008-2009 and
2009-2010 fiscal years combined. The
reduction will be taken in 2011-2012 and
subsequent years so that it will not be
added to the reduction basic aid districts
are currently taking.

The $1 million fair share reduction is
in addition to the $1.2 million the Board
previously approved to cut from its budget
through potential layoffs on Feb. 22. The
Board approved the second interim budget
on March 7.

The affected services voted on last
Friday include the equivalent of three
K-5 teaching positions, two special edu-
cation teaching positions, two K-8 tech-
nology teaching positions, one 6-8 instru-
mental music teaching position, one high
school foreign language teaching position,
one high school math teaching position,
and one high school counseling position.
Teacher on special assignment services,
Title | teaching services and continuation
high school teaching services will also be
reduced under the resolution.

Superintendent Dick Douglas said that
by adopting the resolution, the Board was
not necessarily cutting the specified posi-
tions, but keeping its options open as it

considers the final budget. All district per-
sonnel must be notified of potential layoffs
by March 15.

Brian Goldberg, vice president of the
Board, proposed adding the director of
adult education, Patricia Escalante, to the
list to allow the Board maximum flex-
ibility until it makes final budget decisions
on May 15. He suggested that if neces-
sary, staff in the Educational Services
Department could take on some of the
workload in adult education.

“l don’t necessarily believe we should
cut the director of adult education, but
I believe in all fairness we need to have
administrative positions as well as cer-
tificated teaching positions on for our
options,” Goldberg said.

Board member Steven Fenton said he
was not comfortable adding the director
of adult education to the list, but proposed
adding two K-8 counseling positions. If
the layoffs are acted on, K-8 counseling
services would be eliminated, since two of
the four counseling positions were previ-
ously approved for potential layoffs on
Feb. 22.

“With limited financial resources at the
moment, we really need to look at what
is the best way to allocate those financial
resources to the counseling department
and that’s why | want to take a very close
look,” Fenton said. “I’m hoping that the
district office will give us a very thorough
assessment of the department and how
well the counseling departments are work-

briefs cont. on page 5
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briefs cont. from page 4
ing within the K-8s.”

After the meeting, Dr. Jenelle Braun-
Monegan, a district special education pro-
gram specialist who addressed the Board
with concerns about special education cuts,
said cutting K-8 counselors would also
affect special education.

“Three of our K-8 schools do not have
full-time school psychologists so there are
days the psychologists aren’t there, and the
counselors have done an excellent job of
stepping in,” Braun-Monegan said. “They
will also help us cover IEP meetings and
do many things, so by cutting them as well,
it will impact our program since we’ve tra-
ditionally worked closely with the school
counselors and they’ve been a great asset
to us in the past.”

Christopher Bushee, BHEA’s negotia-
tion chair, urged the board to find ways
to balance the budget without cutting per-
sonnel. He studied the first two interim
budgets and found $0.8 million allotted to
books and supplies in the second budget
that had not been in the first. He also sug-
gested reducing contract services.

BHEA President Mark Frenn suggested
looking for additional sources of revenue.

All four Board members explained that
these were difficult decisions but with the
March 15 notification deadline approach-
ing, it was necessary to allow maximum
flexibility.

“We provided ourselves with a lot of
options tonight and now the hard work
is going to occur between now and May
15 when we have to vote on the actual
layoffs,” Goldberg said. “I hope that we
spend some time working on a zero-based
budget and have a discussion about what
our priorities are as a district and that
should be reflected in the budget that we
finally approve.”

However, Goldberg and Bushee pointed
out that having flexibility comes with a
price.

“Those teachers have to go into the class-
room and perform their best,” Goldberg
said. “It’s going to be very difficult for
them to function without being distracted
by the real prospect of losing their jobs.”

mm“mmmwmm S

Horace Mann Café Night a success

almost $9,000 for the school.

Last Thursday, alumni and students at Horace Mann performed at the Café Night
fundraiser. About 250 people attended each of the two shows, and the event raised

He added that he hopes the Board can save
as many positions as possible.

Bushee said that even though the layoffs
are potential, some teachers might find and
accept jobs at other districts before their
positions are reinstated at BHUSD.

Recognizing the tough position the dis-
trict is in, Horace Mann principal Steve
Kessler added: “I do think [the Board will]
do the right thing by putting as many things
back [into the budget] as they can, yet still
making our district fiscally responsible.”

Sunday LA Marathon street closures
and spectator points

This Sunday, more than 20,000 runners
are expected to race through Beverly Hills
in the Honda LA Marathon. People travel-
ing through Beverly Hills between 7 a.m.
and 1 p.m. should be prepared to navigate
around street closures.

The Beverly Hills portion of the mara-
thon begins at Doheny Drive and Santa
Monica Boulevard. Runners will head
south on Doheny Drive, continue west on
Burton Way, south on Rodeo Drive, west
on Wilshire Boulevard, and south on Santa
Monica Boulevard.

Streets adjacent to the route will be
closed, and police officers and signs will
be posted around the city to direct traffic.

Drivers headed to Beverly Hills from
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the northbound 405 Freeway should plan
to exit on Sunset or Wilshire boulevards.
Those traveling south on the 405 Freeway
should continue eastbound on the 10
Freeway and exit at Robertson Boulevard
and head north.

The Beverly Hills Farmers’ Market on
the 9300 block of Civic Center Drive
will be open from 9 am. to 1 p.m. The
marathon will not affect visitors coming
from north of the farmers’ market, but
those coming from the south should take
the 405 Freeway north, exit and head
east on Wilshire Boulevard, turn left on
Santa Monica Boulevard and turn right on
Rexford Drive to park in the Civic Center

Parking Structure.

Spectators can watch the marathon at
Dayton Way and Rodeo Drive, where
there will be a block party with live enter-
tainment; at the water station at Crescent
Drive and Santa Monica Boulevard; or on
Rodeo Drive at Santa Monica and Wilshire
Boulevards.

Recreation & Parks Commissioner Kathi
Rothner, who is captain of water station 16,
says she has over 150 volunteers signed on
to help out. These volunteers include fami-
lies, boy scouts, girl scouts and Beverly
High student body officers.

“Many people use marathons as a des-
tination,” Rother said. “They go and they
vacation, which is another reason I love the
marathon going through Beverly Hills. We
just want to make sure we’re friendly.”

The LA Marathon, now in its 26th
year, begins at Dodgers Stadium, passes
through West Hollywood, Beverly Hills
and Century City and finishes near Santa
Monica Pier. This is the second year that
the marathon will pass through Beverly
Hills.

Music in the Mansion Series, Pianist
Pauline Yang in concert March 27

On Sunday, Mar. 27 at 2 p.m., interna-
tionally acclaimed pianist Pauline Yang
will perform in the Municipal Gallery in
Beverly Hills City Hall. Yang, who cur-
rently studies piano with Professor John
Perry at USC, won her first international

briefs cont. on page 8

Westside Subway Extension

Community Update Meetings for the Final EIS/EIR

Monday, March 21, 2011
6pm-8pm

LACMA West

Terrace Room, 5th Floor

5905 Wilshire BI
Los Angeles, CA 90036

Spanish and Korean translation
will be provided.

Live web-cast of this meeting available
at metro.net/westside

Wednesday, March 23, 2011
6pm-8pm

Westwood United Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall, 3rd Floor

10497 Wilshire B,
Los Angeles, CA 90024

Spanish translation will be provided.

Metro

Tuesday, March 29, 2011
6pm-8pm

Roxbury Park — Auditorium
471 S Roxbury Dr
Beverly Hills, CA 90212

Spanish translation will be provided.

ADA Accommodation:

Special accommodations are available
to the public for Metro-sponsored
meetings. All requests for reasonable
accommodations must be made at

least three working days (72 hours) in
advance of the scheduled meeting date.
Please telephone the project information
line at 213.922.6934. Our TDD line is
800.252.9040.

Content at each meeting will be identical.
For more information about the

Metro Westside Subway Extension,

go to metro.net/westside.

lacmta

find us on facebook
Facebook.com/westsidesubwayextension

follow us on twitter
Twitter.com/westsidesubway
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By Rudy Cole

Last week | expressed some first reaction
reservations about a major condo project at
10000 Little Santa Monica Boulevard cur-
rently going through the approval process
in Los Angeles.

After further review, as they say in
the NFL, the call in this column may be
reversed.

First, there is a very different developer
involved: Crescent Heights, a Miami based
group with an impressive list of success-
ful condo projects, including some in our
general area. They seem to be far more
sensitive to community concerns, and their
outreach has included stake holders in
Beverly Hills.

The previous owner, SunCal Companies,
filed for bankruptcy in 2008 and abandoned
a much larger project that would have
had far greater impacts on Beverly Hills,
Century City and its neighboring commu-
nities.

First, there are very different zoning

hills

Second look at a project

And selected short subjects

rules in Los Angeles than Beverly Hills,
including height limits. By Los Angeles
standards and compared to what now exists
in Century City, this is a very moderate
development plan.

SunCal made little or no effort to reach
out to Beverly Hills. The new owners have
taken a very different approach. We have
no formal role in the process, only the abil-
ity to intervene as an interested neighbor,
but Crescent Heights is very sensitive to
our concerns and how this project, so close
to our high school, would affect the com-
munity.

Being responsive to Beverly Hills is
good, but there are other even more com-
pelling reasons to revisit the project before
either giving our support or voicing our
opposition.

Some positives:

The developer has made an effort to
first meet the concerns of the immediate
neighbors, including nearby homeowner
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associations. They have not only reached
out, but made significant adjustments based
on those discussions and may well have
developed a consensus that might avoid a
lengthy fight.

The business plan is also very different.
Now proposed are smaller, less costly con-
dos. This could mean marketing to profes-
sionals in Century City, which in turn could
lead to less traffic in the area. Think walk-
ing instead of driving home.

The new developer has eliminated all
commercial, non-housing elements. The
SunCal proposal included commercial uses
and an upscale restaurant. Aside from
increased traffic generation, there would
be liquor sales very near the high school.
Now, only condominiums. Housing does
generate less traffic than almost any other
use and even less during rush hours and
when students arrive for classes.

Another reason to reconsider possible
opposition is the very positive impacts
this will have on our own housing inven-
tory. These condos, in Los Angeles, could
obviously negate pressure for demolition
of affordable apartments for conversion
to condos in Beverly Hills. The Crescent
Heights builders will be using empty land
once zoned for commercial.

This latter point is also an important
tax revenue consideration for Beverly
Hills. The property could be used for more
intense commercial or even retail purposes.
Now, we could have shoppers instead of
restaurant and retail competitors. An office
building would also compete with Beverly
Hills for entertainment industry groups,
something we work hard to attract.

Crescent Heights does have a good record
of being environmentally sensitive, and
their willingness to reach out to their own
neighbors, including Beverly Hills is very
positive. Yes, we need to be involved and
carefully examine the Draft Environmental
Review when it is submitted for gov-
ernmental and community consideration
prior to joining the support group, but the
approach now is so much more open and
inclusive than what happened before, we
too need to be more receptive — and that
includes this writer.

*kxx

Speaking of going back to the drawing
board, initial and mostly negative reactions
to holding a yet to be named food “Taste
of....” at Roxbury Park over the Labor Day
weekend is being redesigned.

Now, the proponents, the Best group, are
holding discussions with the Rodeo Drive
Association for an opening on that street
and also considering going back to 9900
Wilshire for part of the event, where it was
held last year.

Although Roxbury Park is still part of the
plan, apparently the program could have
other venues and possibly lessen concerns
by park neighbors and users.

There are other issues: To have any
direct benefit for Beverly Hills, and unlike
the 90210 Taste of Beverly Hills, restaurant
participants should be limited to our own
eateries. What benefit do we derive from
promoting competing restaurants outside
our city? None.

As for Roxbury Park, the location is not
conducive for mass visitor traffic, even if
the plan includes shuttle service to nearby
parking lots. Roxbury is totally surrounded
by residential, not commercial uses, and the
invasion of large throngs of outside of city
visitors would have a very negative effect
on the whole area. It is, after all, a park.

Although the previous “Taste” had local
sponsorship, most of the visitors apparently
came from outside our city and were attract-
ed by promotion in an American Express
publication. Having visitors is good, but
involving our community resources helps
make this more a community effort.

As we said before, and just maybe Best
and city leaders got the message, we have
city organizations that must be involved,
early on. Reaching out to the Rodeo
Drive Association is a good first step, but
the Conference and Visitor’s Bureau, the
Beverly Hills Chamber of Commerce and
the Southwest Beverly Hills Homeowner
Association all must be consulted prior to
council approval.

Although the Recreation and Parks
Commission opted to seek council guid-
ance on the feasibility of the whole project
prior to holding hearings and giving its own
input, the council should not bypass the
Commission. That’s why we have a com-
mission system.

THE WORLDIS BEST SELLING STAIRLIFT

P

ACORN

STAIRLIFTS

OooimoOnoooooo

0oooiogn

“GET YOUR HOME BACK
GET YOUR LIFE BACK!

[IOooooroooimonooon
O A A

0000000 INNI00000000.

UOOO00i0DIoNrooootobon




**kx

There is a very interesting case of some
missing art that involves one of the more
colorful figures in the entertainment indus-
try: Michael Ovitz.

This is not the first time a property owner
misunderstood our rules on the mandatory
placement of art works in new construc-
tion, but this time there may be a happy
ending.

Ovitz, who owned the building that
housed CAA and is now, fortunately for
the city, the home of Sony, had an impres-
sive Joel Shapiro bronze work installed
in 1990. When Sony moved in, they rede-
signed the entrance making it impossible to
exhibit the work.

The valuable piece was returned to Ovitz,
who placed it in his Beverly Hills home.
When the city discovered this, there began
a series of negotiations on both the legal
and practical problems.

Fortunately for Ovitz and city enforce-
ment people, the process has been conge-
nial and very productive. Ovitz has agreed
to provide another Shapiro piece, even
larger and more valuable than what the
building housed, and is now negotiating
with the Fine Art Commission and city
staff for a suitable location.

According to our sources in city hall,
Ovitz has been very impressed by highly
professional and knowledgeable work of
code enforcement chief David Yelton.
So, the system may work well enough to
enhance our art resources.

However, since this is not the first time
public art has been removed, the city should
consider placing some form of plaque on or
near the art that explains the work must
remain with the property and cannot be
removed without city permission.

Speaking of public art as we did recently
about the sculpture at Beverly Drive and
Wilshire, it now appears that the color
on the work was not what the Fine Arts
Commission assumed it would be. The
staff and commission need to review the
approval process and possibly revise stan-
dards that more closely represent esthetic
values in the community. If the purpose
was to invite controversy and debate, it
really worked. However, this is not an art
piece many of us really, really like.

**kx

Usually, it is the loser in a campaign that
continues the bitterness after an election.
So, why all this name calling on 2P by
Harvey Englander?

Harvey has some good talents, not the
least of which is his ability to produce
attractive campaign pieces in record time.
During this campaign, he and his associates
managed to have something the Weekly
published on Thursday mailed to voters by
Saturday!

However, he needs to temper his anger.
Liar, liar pants on fire attacks on a member
of our council, John Mirisch, who had
the courage to actively oppose Measure 2P
when many of his colleagues left the room
when the fighting began was not only his
right, but his duty as he saw it.

Name calling, bitter personal attacks dur-
ing or after an election is not something we
usually condone and vitriol against a mem-
ber of the council is simply not appropriate
behavior. The election is over, Englander
won. Move on.

*kx

The horrendous tragedy in Japan should
make all of us consider being prepared. Do
you have a plan for knowing where to find
family members, do you know where the
city emergency shelters are located, do you
have a basic survival kit for every member
of your family and do you have an automo-
bile with sufficient fuel, batteries for radios
and flashlights, cash, water and all the other
basic survival supplies, and do you know
where you should be to protect yourself
— think falling television sets. The city has
a first rate emergency team with expertise
on all these needs. A call to city hall at
310.285.1000 to be informed and ready
could save lives. | simply can’t afford to
lose any readers.

*kx

Hot news: The Planning Commission
has asked the City Council to appoint Noah
Furie to serve on the commission until
a replacement for newly elected council-
member Lili Bosse is selected.

Bosse was chair of the commission prior
to her election to the council and Furie’s
term had expired late last year. By unani-
mous vote, the remaining commissioners

call Toll Free TODAY!

OLD MOVIE POSTERS WANTED!

* Fair market prices paid for 1890's-1960's Movie Posters.
* Buying all sizes, any condition.

« IMMEDIATE PAYMENT.
 We'll be in your area for a limited time -

urged the council to reappoint Furie on an
interim basis. Furie had previously been
asked to continue to serve only on the
Lexus matter.

**kxk

Two more weeks to submit nominations
for our Best of Beverly Hills recognition.
Pick a category, and email your sugges-
tions.

LOCAL HEROES: All the people
involved in the highly successful annual
Literacy-STAR luncheon held at Lawry’s
the Prime Rib, and especially city staff and

the restaurant owners and management for
their outstanding support and great lun-
cheon, all donated. Next week, we will have
names. Also next week, appreciation of the
work of outgoing Mayor Jimmy Delshad
and Councilmember Nancy Krasne. They
will be missed.

Rudy Cole served for eight years as a
member and chair of the city’s Recreation
& Parks Commission. He was also
President of the Greystone Foundation
and served on three other city committees.
Rudy can be reached at: Rudy@bhweekly.
com.

letters cont. from page 2

and the Englanders of the world will be out
of jobs.

There is some good news for advocates of
fair campaign practices. Englander’s firm
was recently outed by the LA Times for
using dead people’s names in last week’s Los
Angeles City Council election. If his client
in that election, the Los Angeles Chamber of
Commerce, has any sense, they will sever all
ties with the Englander group after their little
stunt with the dead endorsers. Hopefully, his
Beverly Hills clients will have the integrity to
do the same. Harvey Englander simply does
not fit in Beverly Hills.

John A. Mirisch
Beverly Hills

“Issues for Congress” [Issue 597]
Henry Waxman and the Democrats owned

Congress and the White House for the last two
years, and they chose to waste their golden
opportunity in power to obsess over climate
change and ram down an extremely unpopu-
lar healthcare bill. Meanwhile, unemploy-
ment has remained very high, the deficit and
total debt has hit record heights, and all Mr.
Waxman can do is accuse Republicans of not
spending enough money or wanting to destroy
the environment! In other words, he is back to
his old M.O. because he’s all about scoring
political points, not solving problems.

Every election, | ask myself, why do the
good people of Beverly Hills and West Los
Angeles put up with this man? We need bipar-
tisan problem solvers and not pathetic partisan
whiners like Mr. Waxman. Thankfully, our
City Council representatives are everything
our Congressman is not.

Mark A. Mendlovitz
Beverly Hills
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briefs cont. from page 5
piano competition at age 7, and was study-
ing at the Juilliard School, had performed
Chopin’s Piano Concerto No. 2 with the
Philadelphia Orchestra and had performed
solo at Carnegie Hall by age 11.

The Music in the Mansion series is
presented by the City of Beverly Hills
Community Services Department and
Avrtistic Director Laura Schmieder to bring
the finest solo and chamber musicians
to Beverly Hills’ residents, visitors and
patrons of the arts. Ticketholders have
the opportunity to attend a light reception
where they can meet Yang and enjoy tea
and pastries donated by Beverly Hills Urth
Caffe and Bailey’s Bakery.

Call (310) 285-6830 or visit beverlyhills.
org to purchase tickets, $15. Although tick-
ets can be purchased at the door, advance
purchase is recommended.

The concert will take place at the
Municipal Gallery in Beverly Hills City
Hall, 455 N. Rexford Drive, Beverly Hills,
2nd floor.

Jewish Family Services receives leader-
ship gift from Wells Fargo

As the Jewish Family Service (JFS) of
Los Angeles celebrated the grand opening
of the new JFS SOVA Metro Community
Food and Resource Center in West
Hollywood earlier this month, the organi-
zation was awarded a $150,000 leadership
gift from the Wells Fargo Foundation to
support basic food, shelter and counseling
services.

“As our clients struggle to cope with
the effects of the economic downturn, the
generosity and financial support of Wells
Fargo will ensure that JFS will be able to
continue to help the people who need it
most,” JFS President David O. Levine said
in a statement.

The demand for services from JFS—
which provides compassionate social ser-
vices to all in need regardless of age,
ethnicity, religion or ability to pay—has
increased in recent years. In 2010, JFS
helped more than twice as many clients as
it did in 2007. The gift from Wells Fargo
Foundation will help JFS” Shelter Services
provide assistance to victims of intimate
partner violence, their children, and home-
less families as well as counseling and
other services to help the community.

Sister City Student Film Competition
seeks films by Beverly Hills teens

The Beverly Hills Sister City Student
Film Competition, which takes place in
May, is now accepting applications from
student filmmakers, ages 15 to 19.

This year’s theme is “A Day in the Life
of...” and students from Beverly Hills and
its sister cities Herzliya, Israel; Cannes,
France; Pudong, China; and Acapulco,
Mexico are encouraged to submit 4-to-
6 minute documentary films expressing
daily life in their communities.

The film festival is sponsored by Beverly
Hills Global Partners, Inc., Beverly Hills’
sister city organization, and The Maple
Counseling Center, which provides afford-
able mental health care in Los Angeles
County, and will take place in conjunction
with the TMCC Car Raffle and Movie
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Screening. This year features a 2011 Mini  program at Beverly High, which educates Ramin said.

Cooper as the raffle prize.

“This is an incredible opportunity for
any budding filmmaker,” said Dr. Sharona
R. Nazarian, co-chair of the film competi-
tion. “It’s bringing two wonderful organi-
zations together to celebrate diversity.”

The film festival’s sponsors are working
to assemble a panel of judges including
film professionals from Beverly Hills and
each of the four sister cities.

The judges will select three winning
films to be screened in May at the Academy
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, and
prizes will be awarded. The date of the
event is to be determined.

This year’s competition follows a suc-
cessful May 2010 visit from six high
school students from Herzliya, Israel, who
participated in the “Every 15 Minutes”

students on the dangers of drunk driving.
All applications and films must be
received by Beverly Hills Global Partners,
Inc. by Monday, April 18. For further
information, interested applicants should
visit www.bhgp.org or contact Howard
Szabo at hszabo@bhgp.org or Sharona R.
Nazarian at srnazarian@bhgp.org.

BHHS Boys’ Volleyball Team Wins
Tournament

The Beverly High boys’ volleyball team
won the Santiago Tournament Saturday at
Santiago High School in Garden Gove,
defeating Crean Lutheran of Irvine, 28-
26, 25-21, with Jason Nik of the Normans
being named as the most valuable player.

Beverly Hills (3-0) was “almost lucky

to still make the playoffs,” coach Jonathan

The top two teams in each of the three
four-team pools qualified for the playoffs,
along with two third-place teams.

The Normans finished third in their
pool and were seeded seventh among
eight teams, then defeated second-seeded
Orange, 25-22, in the first round and Santa
Ana Valley, 25-14, in the semifinals.

“The team started the day off a little
shaky” then “played fantastic volleyball”
in the semifinals and final, Ramin said.

Beverly Hills defeated Bell-Jeff of
Burbank, 25-14, 25-9, 25-8, March 7 at the
Swim-Gym in its season opener.

Nik had a team-high 10 kills and
shared the team lead in digs with Brandon
Adams with 10. Adams also had seven
kills and three service aces. Eli Lloyd had

briefs cont. on page 9



schools

David Wang, Elizabeth Brajevich and Akhil Tanwar show off their worms.

Beverly High students spread vermicomposting program throughout area

A new student-run composting program involving worms, called vermicomposting,
has taken root in the Beverly High cafeteria.

Junior Elizabeth Brajevich and seniors David Wang and Akhil Tanwar placed
worm-filled bins in the cafeteria to cut down on waste and produce fertilizer for
the school grounds. The three students started this project as an experiment for the
Siemens We Can Change the World Project, and they will enter the experiment in the
Los Angeles County Science Fair, which takes place April 14 to 16.

“[For the Siemens We Can Change the World Project,] we had to come up with a
way to help the environment by saving energy,” Wang said. “It has to be something
that can be expanded, reproduced and is easy to build.”

Beverly High chemistry teacher Emily Smith helped the students register the
project and Brajevich said she applied knowledge from teacher Sarah Utley’s AP
Environmental Science class, but the students conducted research on their own.

Brajevich, Wang and Tanwar drilled holes in large plastic bins for ventilation,
added a shredded newspaper bedding, moistened the bedding with water and then
added the worms. They bring food scraps from home and place them in the bottom of
the bins. After eating food scraps, worms excrete nutrient-rich castings which are used
to fertilize the school’s own produce garden.

Wang says they are still conducting research, but he hopes the vermicomposting
project will expand to accommodate waste produced by the school.

The program has already expanded to other local schools. Brajevich, Wang and
Tanwar started programs at Horace Mann, Beverly Vista, Carthay Circle Elementary
and Santa Monica High School.

“Basically we just want to share this eco-friendly technique with the community
because this really benefits the environment a lot,” Wang says. “This creates such
great compost compared to commercial fertilizer you see in stores [and] no energy is
used to [create] this.”

The eight systems compost up to four pounds of food each day, and the program
has kept 565 pounds of waste from reaching landfills since the beginning of the school
year.

“l want to continue with the project so that we can have a permanent vermiculture
program in our school to reduce the amount of compostable waste that’s going to
landfills,” Brajevich says.

Brajevich urges schools interested in starting a free vermicomposting system to

The Margo family: Noah, Laura (PTA Vice President of Community Service),
Solomon (11), Jax (9), and Reese (4).

_Jil

Noah Margo elected Beverly Vista PTA President

Noah Margo was elected Beverly Vista PTA President on Tuesday. He will serve
for the 2011-2012 school year.

“The goals for the upcoming school year would be to continue the excellent work
of our current PTA by beating our own expectations in both membership and fund-
raising, fostering a more powerful sense of community and responsibility among our
stakeholders, and putting the ‘teacher’ back into PTA through our support and their
involvement,” Margo said.

Beverly Vista Principal Irene Stern said she is looking forward to working with the
new PTA president.

“I’ve always worked with the PTA,” Stern said. “We’ll have a good working rela-
tionship.”

In the fall, once his daughter starts kindergarten, all three of Margo’s children will
be attending Beverly Vista.

Margo is a 1986 graduate of Beverly High and USC.

email The.World.Savers@gmail.com.
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a team-high 11 blocks and four Kills.

“After a little bit of first-game nerves,
I was pleased with the team’s play once
we settled down,” Ramin said. “l was
impressed by the play of Jason Nik. He
had a very balanced match and played very
consistently throughout.”

The Normans defeated Milken, 25-16,
32-30, 25-27, 25-21, March 9 in a non-
league match at the Swim-Gym.

Adams had 21 kills and 15 blocks, Nik
had had 14 kills and 18 digs and Dustin
Park 10 kills and eight blocks.

“The team’s play definitely improved
from [the Bell-Jeff] match, but little incon-
sistencies are still evident which can be
attributed to our inexperience at the var-
sity level,” Ramin said. “l expect us to

make leaps and bounds as the season
progresses.”

Nik and Adams “played very well,”
Ramin said.

“They both had to take on a major load
on offense and got some key kills at the
end of the games,” Ramin said.

Beverly Hills is scheduled to play at
Windward today at 4:30 p.m. and compete
in the San Gabriel Tournament Friday and
Saturday.

Beverly Vista to host Rock Carnival

On April 10 from 11:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., Beverly Vista will host the Beverly
Vista Rock Carnival. The transformed
Beverly Vista playground will offer rides,
games, food, a silent auction and family
fun. Admission is free.

Counseling Groups for Older Adults

Join a counseling group to discuss life-problems and find
emotional support.

Lost and Found: Aging and Relationships
Challenge and Change: A Group for Men and Women
Transitions: A Group for Women

“Life After Loss: A Grief Group

Limited Spaces Available; contact Lori Karny, LCSW
The Maple Counseling Center
(310) 271-9999, X 247
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But what can Beverly Hills learn from this

disaster?

By Melanie Anderson

Beverly Hills Weekly caught up with for-
mer Mayor Linda Briskman, who was vaca-
tioning with her family last week when
the 9.0 earthquake hit Japan, triggering a
tsunami that hit Hawaii and parts of the
West Coast.

Where were you when you learned about
the possibility of a tsunami?

We were vacationing on the Big Island
of Hawaii on the Kona Coast at the Four
Seasons Resort Hualalai when the earth-
quake hit Japan on Thursday, March 10. We
knew there was a possibility of a tsunami
when we heard about the quake at about
7:30 p.m. while at dinner and were told a
decision regarding an evacuation would be
made by 11:30 p.m.

Tell us about the evacuation.

At 11:30 p.m. we were told to evacuate
and we only had a few minutes to pack a
small bag of essentials and get out. Our
grandson, Henry, was sound asleep and
wasn’t too happy about being woken up.
Our kids grabbed a few things for him and
we left in a hurry joining approximately
1,300 other guests from around the island at
a base camp about 500 feet higher than the
hotel. The hotel was remarkably prepared
and the guests and residents in the camp
were all cooperative.

What details were you
given about the evacu-
ation?

To be honest they just
said take a small bag of
essentials, any medica-
tion, anything you might
need. We need to go
now. There was no real
preparation or warning.
It was just “now.”

We arrived [at the base
camp] around 11:30, 12
o’clock. They said that [S
the tsunami was expected
to hit around 3:30 a.m.
and that they wouldn’t s
be able to evaluate its 8
significance until it was

light, so we expected to spend the majority
of the night there and that we might get word
by 6 a.m.

They said they were expecting eight- to
ten-foot waves. We knew it was fairly sig-
nificant because we were told the wave in
Japan was 12 feet. | was told the island has
had four tsunami warnings in the last 20 to
22 years and none of them have caused dam-
age. | would say although the locals weren’t
all that concerned, we could tell that the
state emergency preparedness department
had alerted the management of the hotel that
this was serious.

What was it like at the base camp?

I was absolutely ... not surprised, but
very happy to see that [the hotel staff] had
it so together. They handled 1,300 people
on very short notice. They clearly had the
supplies, warehouse, linens, water, the food,
first aid, they were incredibly prepared. So
from a guest standpoint, we felt very secure.
We had a two-year old baby with us, so you
know there was lots of concern but to be
honest with you, among the guests, there
was no panic. Everything was very civilized,
everyone understanding. Quite frankly |
thought the mood there was no big deal. We
all thought we were going to go back to our
rooms and it would be fine.

How did you spend the time waiting
for the all-clear signal to return to the
hotel?

We decided to remain in our van think-
ing that our grandson was safer not being
exposed to so many people in a confined
space, some of whom we were sure had
colds or coughs or any number of viral
infections that he didn’t need. He is only
two and was confused as to why we were in
a car so long that wasn’t moving. He slept
on the back seat until about 6 a.m. when
first light made us hopeful that we would
soon be let back into our hotel.

What happened next?

We were told the State engineers would
be evaluating any damage but it looked
good and we would be informed as soon
as clearance was given. By 9 a.m. we
were told it could be noon before we were
cleared so we decided to wait it out at anoth-
er place close by at Kuki’o where our kids
had friends. | got word from the mainland
that a friend knew our hotel had suffered
extreme damage and in fact would not open.
In trying to confirm that, we then got word
it was true and we would be escorted back to
pack up and leave permanently. Our dilem-
ma was what was the damage (was our stuff
ruined?), where would we go (everyone at
the hotel needed rooms) and would there be
more waves?

What did the hotel look like when you
returned?

I don’t think any of us dreamed the sever-
ity of the damage we witnessed when we
got to our rooms. We had rooms on the
beach side-by-side and ours were hit the
hardest in all of the hotel. The wave was
measured at 10 to 12 feet and hit the whole
coast, rearranging the topography for miles.
Three beachside restaurants were complete-
ly destroyed at the Four Seasons. Our rooms
looked literally like the doors had been left
open and the wave broke in the middle of
the rooms. Debris was everywhere, broken
glass, the furniture rearranged and broken
... it was frightening. We packed it up and
went back to where we had waited it out and
were lucky enough to get a place there for
the one night we had left.

My daughter, Brandi, when she went back
to the room for the first time, Gary said the
look on Brandi’s face was astounding. She

Damage to the hotel following the Tsunami

was in shock. She could not believe the
damage that had been done. You don’t think
a reaction from an incident so, so far away
is going to have that kind of impact. What if
you didn’t have any warning? There she is
with her little child, and she has immediate
sympathy for people in Japan. It’s so bad
here for us, how awful it must have been
for them with no warning. That upset her.
[Brandi and her family] live at the beach,
and they’re in the designing process for a
new house. It gave a lot of pause for them
where they should site the house, whether
they should pull it back. They learned a lot.

What damage was caused to your per-
sonal belongings?

To be honest with you, all of our belong-
ings [were fine], in spite of the fact our
rooms were trashed. The only casualty was
a Superman doll that my grandson had left
on the floor that evidently had washed out
to sea. We told him not to worry because
we were sure Superman could leap tall
buildings and he will reappear. We had stuff
that got wet, but nothing that couldn’t be
salvaged.

What lessons can we learn here in
Beverly Hills from this disaster?

It was hard to believe that so much dam-
age was done thousands of miles away from
the original site of the quake. We felt very
fortunate to be safe, and grateful the island
authorities had been so “together.” The pic-
tures don’t lie. This whole experience gave
new meaning to the message our Beverly
Hills Emergency Public Safety staff have
maintained to “be prepared.”

I think we sometimes dismiss as trivial the
preparation for earthquakes, having earth-
quake Kkits, flashlights, water. The only
hope should be that you never need them.
It really, really makes sense. Actually I’'m
a member of Beverly Hills Rotary. Prior to
this we had a big, big move and drive to sell
earthquake kits to the community. We sold
hundreds of them. | can tell you when you
do need it you’re going to want to make sure
that you’re prepared.

What did you learn personally?

| learned my kids and my husband and
| are pretty cool in an emergency. | have
to say, my grandson must have those same
genes because 1’ve got to tell you, we really
pulled together. We
got through it with no
bad tempers, 12 hours
sleeping in a car with
- | what | would previ-
- | ously have said were
| five pretty high main-
tenance individuals.
I was surprised how
we pulled together,
no prima donnas and
everybody just sort of
made the best of it. It
| was important to the
| baby that he didn’t
| sense any hysteria.
| We sort of made it an
adventure.

Page 10 - Beverly Hills Weekly




