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“BHUSD to buy house for 
superintendent’s use; use not disclosed at 
meeting” [Issue #663]

Initially, I agreed with the school board’s 
decision to purchase a single-family residence 
in the City of Beverly Hills ostensibly for 
the purpose of providing affordable housing 
within the city for our superintendent. This 
is exactly what the City of Beverly Hills did 
when we hired our prior city manager, Rod 
Wood. However, [on Monday] I received a 
mass e-mail from Brian Goldberg who stated 
that his decision to purchase this house was 
not specifically to provide housing to the 
superintendent; rather “for investment pur-
poses.” If in fact this was the motivation of 

the majority of the board then I have serious 
concerns, as should this community.

School funds should be utilized solely for 
the education needs of our children; not to 
gamble on the future of the residential real 
estate market.

I am uncertain as to the legality of the 
board investing school funds in less than 
fully insured instruments. However, this is 
a dangerous precedent because if followed 
hereafter could lead to the board’s investing 
school funds in the stock market, junk bonds, 
etc., with little or no oversight.

Stephen P. Webb 
Beverly Hills 

I think we have a serious problem with 
inappropriate secrecy on the school board. 
This past week it came out that the board is 
completing the purchase of a private home 
on North Doheny with the “hope” that they 
will be able to rent it at below-market rates to 
the superintendent. We know this now only 
because board president Goldberg sent out a 
thousand-word e-mail blast to the community 
after the fact, probably prompted by reporting 
in the Beverly Hills Weekly.

The use of reserve funds to purchase prop-
erty unrelated to the mission of the district is a 

radical and unprecedented departure from the 
norm. As such, you certainly would expect a 
complete and open discussion in the public 
prior to implementing the policy. Two cryptic 
references buried in the board’s agenda do not 
constitute full public discussion. Goldberg’s 
e-mail blast is full of first-person-pronoun 
declarations about how and why HE took 
these actions, but that is more an admission of 
guilt than proper public disclosure. 

The school board has had a blue ribbon 
finance committee in place for a few years, 
but they apparently were not involved or 
consulted—at least not publicly. Whatever the 
merits of the purchase, it is wrong and possi-
bly illegal to do this without full prior disclo-
sure of the underlying plan to the public.

Goldberg says that the board had “several” 
discussions in closed session about this pur-
chase, claiming that negotiations are allowed 
in private. This is wrong—open-ended dis-
cussions are NOT allowable in private, only 
discussions of price and terms with advisors 
are allowed in the privacy of closed session. 
The seller, their realtor, the district’s realtor 
and the board members were all aware of the 
purchase, but the public was left out. Where 
did the idea to purchase this property come 
from? Goldberg claims it is his idea, but 
ideas like this must come from public session. 
Also, discussion of such plans among other 
board members outside of noticed meetings is 
clearly a Brown Act violation.

Goldberg said that the superintendent was 
not involved in the purchase since he stood 
to benefit, although he was certainly in the 
closed session meetings where the purchase 
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Libow represented BHUSD in 
“investment” home purchase

A prominent Beverly Hills realtor, who 
donated to several board member campai-
gns, represented the BHUSD in an ongoing 
purchase of a $1.5-million home, which the 
board president claims is an “investment” for 
the school district.

According to President Brian Goldberg, 
Coldwell Banker realtor Michael Libow was 
selected by a subcommittee that included Board 
member Lisa Korbatov, Chief Administrative 
Officer Dawnalyn Murakawa-Leopard, and 
Business and Facilities Consultant LaTanya 
Kirk-Carter. 

In the comments section on Patch.com, 
Goldberg said Libow was selected to repre-
sent the school district. Goldberg has said he 
“hopes” the board will be able to negotiate 
a rental agreement so Superintendent Gary 
Woods and his family can live in the home at 
220 North Doheny Drive.

“I did not know it was Michael Libow until 
he was selected by this subcommittee of the 
board,” Goldberg wrote. “While I can appre-
ciate the appearance, I was not part of this 
decision-making process for his selection.”

Goldberg, who said Libow donated to his 
2011 re-election campaign, was responding 
to an anonymous commenter who wrote, 
“Surely you can see how this looks inappro-
priate. To be honest, it looks like a political 
kickback.”

Goldberg said in a phone interview Tuesday 
afternoon Korbatov volunteered to be on 
the subcommittee. Murakawa-Leopard was 
appointed because as the potential renter, 
Woods was not involved in the house hunt, 
Goldberg said. Goldberg said he appointed 
Kirk-Carter because she is the business con-
sultant and has experience with municipal 
financing.

When asked if the district considered using 
other agents, Goldberg said, “We talked about 
other agents, but we were concerned many 
agents that we looked at had children in 
the schools. We thought it would look like 
a conflict because they had children in the 
district.” 

Goldberg said the board established criteria 
for the subcommittee to use when selecting 
the real estate agent.

“They had to be a licensed real estate agent 
that had experience in Beverly Hills and a 
track record of successfully buying and sel-
ling  homes in  the  southeast and  southwest 
part of the city, and weren’t a parent of a 
student in the district,” Goldberg said. 

Based on that criteria, Goldberg said he 
did not know if the subcommittee considered 

realtors in addition to Libow. While Goldberg 
said the full board did not formally vote on 
the realtor, he said the board was “kept in the 
loop” about the subcommittee’s selection.

“I disclosed my relationship with Michael 
when his name came forward,” Goldberg 
said. “There were no concerns from the other 
board members in selecting him.”

While Goldberg acknowledged there could 
be the appearance of a conflict, he said he did 
not believe there was one.

“Just because you know somebody does 
not  disqualify  them,  as  long  as  it’s  disclo-
sed,” Goldberg said.

Libow said he did not believe it was a con-
flict for him to represent the BHUSD.

Libow said he has contributed to school 
board and city council candidates in addi-
tion to Goldberg. He said he believed in the 
past he also contributed to Korbatov’s, Jake 
Manaster’s, Noah Margo’s and Lewis Hall’s 
campaigns.

Libow said his contributions have not been 
exclusive to the school board.

“I’ve contributed to councilmembers, to city 
services, to The Maple Counseling Center, 
the Fire Department, the Police Department,” 
Libow said. “I have a history of donations and 
contributions to the city as a whole.”

Goldberg also identified Libow as a “major 
donor to BHEF.”

Though Libow said he did not know why 
the school board selected him, he said, “I 
would hope to think [it’s because] I’m highly 
qualified.”

Korbatov and Kirk-Carter did not return 
phone calls from the Weekly.

Goldberg said the board would vote on 
the final purchase agreement and financing 
agreement at this Tuesday’s formal board 
meeting. He said negotiations have not yet 
started for a rental agreement with Woods, 
but he expected them to commence Tuesday 
during closed session. 

Board member Noah Margo voted no on 
the agenda item last week because he said he 
disagreed with the way the item was presen-
ted at the public meeting.

City Council to continue 
Gateway Project discussion 
next month

Gateway Project site
As it was nearing 11 p.m. Tuesday and the 

City Council, with Vice Mayor John Mirisch 
absent, was still working its way through 
questions regarding the proposed Gateway 
Project overlay zone, Mayor Willie Brien 
proposed continuing the public hearing to 
July 24.

“This is an important decision that does 
affect a significant segment [by] potentially 
changing land use and it’s my view [Mirisch] 
should be there to participate,” Brien said. 
“We also got a lot of questions out on the 
table, which I think staff may need a little bit 

of time to answer those questions.”
Brien said continuing the meeting would 

allow Mirisch to ask questions and participate 
in deliberations in July.

On the table is the Planning Commission’s 
recommendation of development objectives 
for establishing an overlay zone that would 
apply to three T-1 parcels of former railroad 
right-of-way at the City gateway at Wilshire 
and Santa Monica boulevards. 

The City Council heard from all three prop-
erty owners involved in the Gateway overlay 
zone, as well as residents.

All three property owners expressed sup-

port for the proposal, but attorney Murray 
Fischer, representing Parcel 3 owners Jeffrey 
Mirkin and Robert Bird, urged the city coun-
cil to let the applicant submit a proposal for 
projects that are up to 60 feet tall at the east-
erly portion of the property.

The Planning Commission recommended 
allowing applicants to apply for projects of 
up to 60 feet tall on Parcels 1 and 2, which 
are south of Wilshire, but limited height to 45 
feet on Parcel 3 because of its location across 
from a residential area and Beverly Gardens 
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Board of Education expected to break 
promise to the voters not to raise taxes for 
Measure E

NOTICE OF PUBLic HeARinG
DATE:  June 28, 2012
TIME:  1:30 PM, or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard
LOCATION: Commission Meeting Room 280A
  Beverly Hills City Hall
  455 North Rexford Drive
  Beverly Hills, CA 90210

The Planning Commission of the City of Beverly Hills, at its REGULAR meeting 
on Thursday, June 28, 2012, will hold a public hearing beginning at 1:30 PM, 
or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard to consider:

A request for a Zone Text Amendment to Section 10-3-1618 of the Beverly 
Hills Municipal Code regarding parking restrictions for exercise clubs and 
private training centers.  If approved, the Zone Text Amendment would allow 
for the use of shared parking facilities to satisfy parking requirements for 
exercise clubs and private training centers located in the commercial areas 
of the city.  Current code requirements restrict shared parking eligibility to 
those exercise clubs and private training centers located in the Business 
Triangle area of the city, whereas the amendment would allow shared 
parking throughout the city�s commercial zones if approved through the 
issuance of a Conditional Use Permit; and

A request for a Conditional Use Permit to allow the use of shared parking 
facilities to establish an approximately 15,000 Square foot exercise club (LA 
Fitness).  This request is being made pursuant to the proposed Zone Text 
Amendment described above, and would be contingent on the approval 
of the Zone Text Amendment.  The subject property is located at 9100 
Wilshire Boulevard, and the exercise club is proposed to be established 
within a portion of the ground �oor and mezzanine areas of the existing 
building.  

This project has been assessed in accordance with the authority and criteria 
contained in the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the State CEQA 
Guidelines, and the environmental regulations of the City.  The project quali�es 
for a Class 5 Categorical Exemption (Section 15305 of the CEQA Guidelines) 
for minor alterations in land use limitations because the ordinance would not 
result in any changes in land use or density.  The project also quali�es for a 
Class 1 Categorical Exemption (Section 15301 of the CEQA Guidelines) for 
interior and exterior alterations to an existing commercial building.  The project 
has been determined not to have a signi�cant environmental impact and is 
exempt from the provisions of CEQA.

Any interested person may attend the meeting and be heard or present written 
comments to the Commission. 

If you challenge the Commission�s action in court, you may be limited to raising 
only those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described in 
this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City, either at or prior 
to the public hearing.

If there are any questions regarding this notice, please contact Ryan Gohlich, 
Associate Planner in the Planning Division at 310.285.1194, or by email at 
rgohlich@beverlyhills.org.  Copies of the applications, plans, and Categorical 
Exemption are on �le in the Community Development Department, and can be 
reviewed by any interested person at 455 North Rexford Drive, Beverly Hills, 
CA 90210.

Approved as to form:
Jonathan Lait, AICP, City Planner

briefs cont. on page 4

220 N. Doheny Drive



Park.
Planning Commission Chair Craig Corman 

and Vice Chair Brian Rosenstein said a proj-
ect would have to be “extraordinary” in order 
for the commission to consider approving a 
60-foot-tall building. As an example, Corman 
said a potential plaza with green space and a 
water feature at the northern end of Parcel 2 
might qualify as extraordinary.

Rosenstein pointed out there was a trad-
eoff, since Parcel 3 is not required to pro-
vide enough parking to offset the parking 
deficit that currently exists on Santa Monica 
Boulevard south of Wilshire Boulevard, as 
proposals at Parcels 1 and 2 are required to 
do.

Southwest Homeowners Association 
President Ken Goldman said the project 
would likely have a “serious impact” on the 
quality of life for neighboring residents due to 
circulation issues and increased traffic.

“Before you start thinking about [project 
specifics like height and floor area ratio], I 
really ask you to sit back and think about 
Little Santa Monica and the character,” 
Goldman said. “Basically from the western 

edge of Beverly Hills/Century City all the 
way to Burton Way, the north side of Santa 
Monica is service stores: one story, low 
impact, low density. What we’re hearing 
now, do you really want to trade that for sim-
ply more Century City, three- and four-story, 
glass office buildings? I really doubt it.”

Councilmembers did not comment on the 
proposal at Tuesday’s meeting, but they had 
the opportunity to ask questions.

Councilmembers Lili Bosse and Barry 
Brucker raised questions about how develop-
ment of the southern parcels could impact 
hotel room views from the 45-foot-tall 
Peninsula Hotel across the street.

Robert Zarnegin of Probity International 
Corporation, which owns the Peninsula Hotel, 
wrote a letter to the City Council expressing 
general support for the overlay zone, as long 
as modifications were made. He said the cor-
poration would not support an overlay zone 
allowing any buildings over three stories and 
45 feet tall.

Representing Oasis West Realty, which 
owns the Beverly Hilton, Mark Allshouse 
said Oasis West supports the proposed over-
lay zone, which he said would “contribute 
to a more pleasing aesthetic” and provide 

“enhanced retail development a short walking 
distance from the hotel.”

In order to encourage redevelopment of the 
C-3 commercial properties adjacent to the 
parcels, the Planning Commission proposed 
allowing greater height and density of T-1 
parcels when developed in conjunction with 
C-3 properties.

Under the overlay zone, property own-
ers developing T-1 parcels alone would be 
allowed to build one-story structures up to 
18 feet tall with 0.5 FAR, or 500 square feet 
of building for every 1,000 square feet of 
developable land. If property owners jointly 
developed T-1 and C-3 properties, the T-1 
property adjacent to the C-3 property could 
be built up to three stories at a maximum of 
45 feet, or 60 feet in special circumstances, 
with a 1.5 FAR.

Planning Commission 
approves Crescent Hotel’s 
plans to relocate entrance, 
reconfigure outdoor dining

The Crescent Hotel may reconfigure its 
outdoor dining area on Crescent Drive by 
moving its entrance to Brighton Way, but 
it may not install an outdoor bar in the 
place of the entrance staircase, the Planning 
Commission determined last week.

“[The outdoor bar] would be immediately 

adjacent to the sidewalk on Crescent and we 
felt that was not appropriate for the area,” 
Commission Chair Craig Corman said.

Due to the bar’s proposed location along 
the property line, the staff report said the bar 
would likely impact the pedestrian character 
of the sidewalk, and could lead to additional 
noise and occupancy over the maximum per-
mitted 24 guests. 

Representatives of the hotel appeared before 
the commission June 14 to seek renewal of its 
conditional use permit (CUP) and approval of 
proposed modifications to the outdoor dining 
area and entrance location.

The Planning Commission determined 
moving the hotel entrance from Crescent 
Drive to Brighton Way would not result in 
adverse impacts, as long as the existing valet 
zone remained on Crescent Drive. The hotel’s 
existing pedestrian ramp on Crescent Drive 
will not be affected by the reconfiguration of 
the outdoor dining area.

Corman said the commission recognized 
Crescent Hotel Group, the owners that reha-
bilitated the property a little more than 10 
years ago, have “improved it greatly.”

The commission also decided to permit 
awnings in the outdoor dining area—despite a 
condition in the hotel’s CUP stating awnings 
are prohibited—but the designs require 
approval from the Architectural Commission. 
If the hotel wants to keep its existing awnings, 
those too would require Architectural 
Commission review.

“We felt that given the current market con-
ditions, the streetscape, how hotel operations 
have evolved over time and the fact that no 
one could say why that prohibition was put 
there in the first place, we decided to allow 
them to put an awning over the outdoor area,” 
Corman said.

Applicant Greg Peck of Crescent Hotel 
Group did not return a phone call from the 
Weekly. 
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Crescent Hotel

Left to right: Cliff Cook, Jack Blumenthal, Tom Blumenthal, Susan Blumenthal, Deborah 
Shapiro, Lili Bosse, Daniel Chen, Bruce Meyer, Raylene Meyer

GEARYS Beverly Hills opens Rodeo Drive Rolex shop
GEARYS Beverly Hills marked the opening of its new Rolex shop on Rodeo Drive 

Sunday with a ribbon-cutting ceremony at the storefront, which is located adjacent to the 
Luxe Rodeo Drive Hotel. Councilmember Lili Bosse presented GEARYS Beverly Hills 
President and CEO Tom Blumenthal with a City proclamation.

“It has always been our dream to showcase Rolex on Rodeo Drive,” Blumenthal said 
in a statement. “Rodeo Drive is synonymous with luxury, quality and service. It’s only 
appropriate that our local customers and visitors from around the globe will be able to find 
the world’s most spectacular timepieces on this famed street.”
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Board of Education changes 
middle-school foreign 
language to elective, ponders 
reducing theater faculty

On the same night the Board of Education 
voted to approve a $1.5-million purchase of a 
home for the superintendent’s use, the board 
voted unanimously June 12 to change the 
eighth-grade foreign language requirement 
to an elective in the interest of saving up to 
$87,000.

Approximately one hour of last week’s 
board meeting was devoted to public com-
ment from students, parents and teachers 
protesting the foreign language proposal, as 
well as the proposal to not renew a part-time 
temporary Beverly High theater teacher posi-
tion for a savings of $55,000.

The board unanimously approved changing 
middle-school Spanish and French from a 
requirement to an elective, with the condition 
that potential impacts of not taking foreign 
language in eighth grade, such as not being 
able to progress to AP Spanish or French by 
the time students are high-school seniors, 
are disclosed on elective selection forms that 
require a signature from a parent or guar-
dian.

Board of Education President Brian 
Goldberg said all students would still have 
the option of taking foreign language in 
eighth grade.

“We did what we thought was best to 
maintain that option for students interested 
in taking foreign language all the way to the 
AP level,” Goldberg said. “None of this is 
something we want to do but in order to main-
tain the overall academic excellence of the 
school district and minimize programmatic 
cuts, this is what we need to do.”

Goldberg said at a budget study session 
prior to the June 12 meeting, the board loo-
ked at proposed cuts totaling approximately 
$800,000. Goldberg said the school district 
is looking for ways to make up a shortfall of 
$750,000 that was funded last year by the One 
Campaign, plus $1.4 million in “fair share” 
reductions from the State of California. If 
Governor Jerry Brown’s tax initiative does 
not pass in November, BHUSD must find a 
way to cut an additional $1.6 million from the 
budget, Goldberg said.  

Board member Lisa Korbatov said she was 
concerned if foreign language became an 
elective many students would opt out. She 
said she voted for the change only because 
it included the condition of full disclosure to 
parents.

Regarding the part-time Beverly High thea-
ter position, Goldberg said the position beca-

me a 3/5 position after Josh Butchart left the 
district last year. Brooke Lundy was hired as 
a temporary teacher for the 2011/2012 school 
year, but Goldberg said all temporary teachers 
are let go at the end of the school year.

“We have a hiring freeze, which has been 
in place since 2010, where when we have a 
position that becomes vacant through natural 
attrition or the contract ends, the board then 
looks at whether or not we can maintain pro-
gramming and services without that position, 
so that is something the board is considering,” 
Goldberg said.

Beverly High performing arts teachers Herb 
Hall, Joel Pressman and Lundy—in addition 
to performing arts students and parents—
urged the board not to cut the position.

“Several years ago we were hiring a full-
time theater teacher,” Hall said. “One of the 
questions that was asked of him was, ‘Why 

do you want to teach at Beverly High?’ He 
looked at us as if we’d all suddenly grown 
three heads, and then he said, ‘Because this is 
a mountain top. Every theater teacher in the 
state wants to teach drama at Beverly High.’ 
Well, that full-time theater position this year 
became a 3/5 position, and it looks like right 
now there’s a distinct possibility that it will go 
away altogether. That would be devastating to 
the entire school, to our theater program and I 
think to this community.”

The board did not vote on the theater 
position at last week’s meeting. That deci-
sion will likely be made as part of the 
board’s 2012/2013 budget consideration next 
Tuesday.

“If the board had not been able to stick 
to the direction we had given at the study 
session and make a potential savings based 
on providing flexibility and not cutting pro-

grams, how is this board going to respond 
when we actually have to make a cut to pro-
gramming, which we hope to avoid, but if we 
have to we’re going to have to prioritize those 
cuts,” Goldberg said.

Cultural Heritage 
Commission recommends 
Beverly Hills’ first historic 
landmark

The Cultural Heritage Commission voted 
unanimously June 13 to recommend the 
Beverly Hills Hotel, which is currently cele-
brating its 100th anniversary, as the City’s 
first historic landmark.

“The Beverly Hills Hotel has been a signi-
ficant part of Beverly Hills since prior to the 
City’s formation in 1914,” Commission Chair 
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          Contact your AAA Travel Agent for more information!

CALL AAA Travel West Hollywood
323.525.0018 #2

VISIT 8761 Santa Monica Blvd  
Land price is per person based on double occupancy for select travel July1-August 31, 2012 and October 1-December 15, 2012. Subject to availability and change, certain restrictions may apply. Some resorts require a city tax which is paid directly to the resort upon check-out, amount varies by resort.  
Not responsible for errors or omissions. (Journese acts only as an agent for the various travel providers shown above.) CST 1007939-10. UBI 601 915 263. TAR 5308.  

Rates are per person, based on adult double occupancy. Airfare, taxes, fuel and other surcharges, gratuities, transfers and excursions are additional unless otherwise indicated. Each of the foregoing items, deposits, payment and cancellation terms/conditions are subject to change without notice. Rates, terms, conditions 
and availability are subject to change. Certain restrictions may apply. AAA members must make advance reservations through AAA Travel to obtain Member Benefits and savings. Member Benefits may vary depending on departure date. Not responsible for errors or omissions. The Automobile Club of Southern California 
acts as an agent for Pleasant Holidays LLC. CTR #1016202-80 Restrictions apply. Copyright © 2012 Automobile Club of Southern California. All rights reserved.

      BRANCH NOW OPEN 
M-F 10am -6pm 

AND  
Sat 10am - 2pm 

   (complimentary parking  
off Hancock) 

Open Monday-Friday 
10am-6pm AND 

Saturday 10am-2pm

was planned and discussed. Why didn’t the 
superintendent tell the board that they were 
possibly violating open meeting laws?  Did 
the board excuse him from the meeting and 
pursue a course of action on their own and 
without advice?

Whether or not this purchase is a good 
idea is not material. What is troubling is the 
behind the scenes action of individual board 
members. What else are they up to?

John Millan 
Former BHUSD Board of Education 
Member 
Beverly Hills 

letters cont. from page 2



Just what our schools needed: One more 
divisive controversy.

What may have been a well intentioned 
effort to assure retention of the Beverly Hills 
School District’s Superintendent of Schools 
has become an embarrassment to both the 
school board and the Superintendent.

Just in case you have not been following 
this latest debacle, the school board is set to 
purchase a home that it “could” rent to Supt. 
Gary Woods.  The house, on the 200 north 
block of Doheny, has been priced at $1.535 
million, very modest in our market.  

How the board has handled the purchase 
and the possible lease to Dr. Woods is, at 
best, distracting and, at worst, a total disre-
gard of transparency in public policy deci-
sion making.

Even worse, is the continuing claim that 
this was done without the superintendent’s 
involvement and that everything was prop-
erly noticed and open for public input.

How could any reasonable person accept 
the statement that Dr. Woods knew noth-
ing about the purchase?  Or that he had no 
involvement in the plan to provide him, and 
his family, with a home.  

Consider this comment by Board President 
Dr. Brian David Goldberg in his official 
newsletter:  “Are you purchasing this house 
for the superintendent?”  “NO, my hope is 
that we will be able to negotiate a rental 
agreement for the superintendent to move 
into the house, but my motivation for pro-
posing the purchase of a property was for 
investment purposes.”

At what point did the board decide that it 
would become an investment group?  Is that 
even remotely the role of a school board?  
This is public money: state funding, property 
taxes, massive private donations and, even 
more important in terms of accountability, 
money received from the City of Beverly  
Hills under the Joint Powers Agreement.

Two separate but related points: Clearly, 
this purchase was to provide affordable 
housing for the superintendent and denying 
that motive discredits every other explana-
tion.  As an investment policy, even though 
real estate may be legally permissible, this 
is far too volatile a market for any prudent 
investor unless, of course, the intent is 
solely to provide housing.  

Side issue:  The school board has cre-
ated several citizen advisory groups, one 
of the most effectual is their own Finance 
Committee.  The membership on this com-
mittee includes some top experts on money 
matters, including real estate. They should 
have been consulted, first.

Is buying a property in Beverly  Hills for 
the superintendent a good idea?  

For many reasons, it might well be. The 
city has made almost similar deals with 
recent City Managers and there are sound 
arguments for having both the city manager 
and the school superintendent as legal resi-
dents of the city they serve.

However, there are also sound arguments 
against doing this for the school boss.  
Although it is a continuing work in prog-
ress, the duties and responsibilities of the 
city manager are clearly defined in city 
codes.  No such clarity exists for the super-
intendent. There are guidelines, there are 
rules in the education code and there are 
historical precedents, but there is an ongo-
ing debate on the separation of powers 
between the elected board and the appointed 
superintendent.  

Beverly Hills has had both strong and 
weak superintendents.  We have had boards 
step far beyond their policy-making roles 
and engage too directly in purely adminis-
trative matters.

Some of our top administrators have sim-
ply gone with the flow, never challenging or 
redefining the responsibilities of their office 
and that of the board.  Sometimes that has 
led to serious failings in both administration 
and education planning.

The whole education community hopes 
that Dr. Woods will reassert the author-
ity of his office and that the board and the 
superintendent will know precisely what is 
expected.

Providing a home could inhibit that rede-
fining.  It is one thing to lose your job 
and your salary, but quite another to also 
face eviction for yourself and your family 
because you took a firm stand on authority 
lines or some other contentious education 
matter, and we seem to have these in suf-
ficient numbers.

Again, this has to be embarrassing for Dr. 
Woods, and the responsibility for this rests 
with the board. Dr. Woods has made very 
good strides in reaching out to the whole 
education community, including teachers, 
students and parents.  He is both charismatic 
and open, and seems to understand the pres-
ent and future needs of our district.

Consider what he must have examined 
before accepting the job?  School consul-
tants convicted for fraud; a former superin-
tendent also charged; national publicity on a 
dispute involving permit students; the rapid 
coming and going of past superintendents 
and recent boards that were deeply divided 
and contentious, not to mention the chal-
lenge of fighting to prevent a subway from 
going under our high school and managing 
the most expensive and ambitious remod-
eling and reconstruction program in our 

history.  
Yes, we are one of the best known school 

districts in the country with very high edu-
cational expectations and, yes, we have a 
totally committed community, and parents 
who instill in their kids a love for learning.  
But there is all that baggage.  Conclusion: 
We are fortunate someone with Dr. Woods’ 
credentials accepted the position and, in 
fairness, the board deserves credit for hir-
ing him. 

If the board had been totally open, 
explained the obvious: providing a house 
that would help keep this and future super-
intendents in our district, and not engaged 
in hyperbole, this whole process might have 
been accepted by the community.  By trying 
to avoid criticism, the board has achieved 
just the opposite, and at the worst possible 
moment.

Since some of this was done in closed 
session, we may never know who was for 
and who against both the purchase and the 
methodology.  Yes, there were public notic-
es and open agenda consideration, but the 
post-decision explanations are so lame as to 
make the validity of the process moot.  

What are not needed are unrelated per-
sonal attacks on any member of the board 
for problems that have nothing to do with 
their board service.  Doing so only detracts 
from a mature discussion of the real prob-
lems.  Also, we have no idea whether the 
public information campaign relating to the 
handling of the possible home purchase had 
the approval of a board majority.  This board 
has some highly talented members and I 
hope they didn’t fail to see the hazards in 
dissembling on the process.

Which brings us to two other board relat-
ed issues:  Keeping faith with the voters and 
how to deal with student drug problems.

First, managing the construction program 
funded by the voter approved bonds.  Here, 
I have a somewhat personal involvement.  
As some of my readers may remember, I 
was the manager of the Measure E Bond 
campaign.  Part of my job was to secure the 
endorsements of community leaders includ-
ing elected officials.  (Then-board member 
Myra Lurie managed to obtain the endorse-
ments of almost every PTA leader.)

The most frequent question was whether 
the school district could actually be trusted 
to carry out such a mammoth undertaking.  
We did manage to unite the board behind 
our campaign, and that helped convince 
voters the schools had the competency to 
succeed with the proposed bond sale of 
$334 million, a record-setting and stagger-
ing amount for this or any other district our 
size.

However, the campaign made some prom-
ises.  Is this board bound by those pledges?  
Of course it is, both by law and by reasons 
of credibility.  One very clear promise, 
contained in all our campaign literature 
and bond elections statements, was that the 
district would not increase taxes that fund 
the bonds.    

Whether bond money has been wasted 

or inappropriately spent is a side issue.  
What is critical is that this board respect the 
promises made by a previous board and a 
campaign committee organized to support 
a Yes vote and not even consider property 
tax changes.

Someday, a future board may want to sub-
mit another bond or an even more difficult 
parcel tax to the voters.  Not keeping faith 
with promises made in the last campaign 
could obviously discredit any future citizen 
vote. 

The same will obviously be true if bond 
money is not wisely or appropriately spent, 
and the real condition of school finances 
and how expenditures are reaching record 
levels is something that must concern all of 
us.  The totals for lawyers, consultants and 
lobbyists are very troublesome.

Another recent board issue that has cre-
ated additional controversy is a proposal to 
do some form of testing for drugs by student 
athletes.  

Obviously, we should all support a zero 
tolerance level for student use of any and 
all illegal drugs.  An aggressive program 
that also respects student rights is impera-
tive.  There should be an all-out effort to 
detect any use of drugs on campus and rapid 
response to those who bring or sell drugs at 
any of our schools.

But singling out students involved in 
sports is neither fair nor effective, even if 
that may be the only test permitted by law. It 
simply sends the wrong message. Why not 
test student leaders in campus government? 
They also are role models. How about the 
music programs?  Isn’t that the industry 
with the worst rep on drug use?  In the 
real world, the drug problem among most 
athletes relates to performance enhancing 
substance abuse, not getting high. 

By examining student athletes we are 
creating an unfair stigma and, incidentally, 
some possible fears because of a misreading 
of tests.

What we don’t know is whether proposed 
athlete testing was first run by the PTSA?  
This is surely within the organization’s area 
of concern.

***
NEIGHBORHOOD TO DOGS
Not sure which scientific discipline could 

actually study this social phenomena, but 
something very profound is happening to the 
multifamily areas just east of south Beverly 
Drive. Men have been totally replaced by 
canines.

No other area of our city has the same 
demographics, but each morning and after-
noon you will find some of our village’s 
most attractive young women parading their 
varying breeds of dogs, obviously hoping 
their four legged friends will perform their 
functions as quickly and discretely as pos-
sible.

There is considerable socializing among 
the pooches and they can be found in all 
sizes and breeds. But whatever happened to 
“Man’s Best Friend”?

Rudy Cole served for eight years as a 
member and chair of the city’s Recreation & 
Parks Commission. He was also President 
of the Greystone Foundation and served on 
three other city committees. Rudy can be 
reached at: Rudy@bhweekly.com.
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New board debacle 

Schools make news again
By Rudy Cole
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Noah Furie said last week. “It was the cultural 
center and social center of the community 
before Beverly Hills was what it is today.”

The City Council will consider the hotel’s 
application for historic landmark designation 
next month.

“There’s been a great deal of interest from 
other property owners in looking at landmark 
designation as a result of the publicity we 
have received from the Beverly Hills Hotel,” 
Furie said.

Properties designated as historic landmarks 
in Beverly Hills will be subject to stricter 
review with regard to renovation or demo-
lition plans, but they are also eligible for 
incentives, which are still being developed by 
the commission.

The City has established a two-year Mills 
Act pilot program, which encourages proper-
ty owners to rehabilitate and maintain their 
historic properties in exchange for property 
tax incentives.

Last week, the commission also unanimou-
sly recommended the City’s list of master 
architects for the City Council’s approval. 
The commission was tasked with compiling 
this 142-name list—which includes the late 
former Mayor E.P. Dentzel, Robert B. Derrah, 
Frank Gehry, William Krisel, Richard Neutra, 
Paul Trousdale, Paul Williams and Frank 
Lloyd Wright—because association with a 
master architect is included in the criteria for 
nominating a historic property.

According to the staff report, the list inclu-
des architects, designers, builders and lan-
dscape architects that “are known to have 

played an active role in the development of 
the historic architectural heritage of Beverly 
Hills.” Individuals on the list are not neces-
sarily all “of recognized greatness,” but some 
may have designed or built properties that are 
of local importance for other reasons.

The commission also recommended desi-
gns for plaques identifying properties as 
historic landmarks. Furie said information 
on the plaques would include the name of 
the property, the architect who designed the 
property, the year the property was built, and 
the city’s seal.

“It’s really exciting to see this moving 
forward,” Furie said.

BHEA contract increases 
teacher salaries for first time 
in three years

Under the new contract between the BHUSD 
and the BHEA certificated unit, teachers will 
see their salaries increase for the first time in 
three years.

The Board of Education unanimously 
approved the tentative agreement June 12.

“Especially in these financial times in 
California, we’re very fortunate being a 
district that A. has the financial resources and 
B. has the political will to do the right thing 
and to make sure that the people who are in 
the classroom in daily interaction with stu-
dents are well compensated,” Chris Bushée, a 
member of the BHEA negotiating team, said 
after the meeting. 

Bushée said the teachers who are early on 
in the salary schedule will see a 3.25-per-
cent salary increase, teachers at the end of 

the experience or edu-
cation columns of the 
salary schedule will see 
a 4.25-percent salary 
increase and veteran 
teachers who have 
maxed out in terms of 
experience and educa-
tion will see a 5.25-per-
cent salary increase.

The other main 
achievement of the con-
tract, Bushée said, was 
allowing for a likely 
increase in instructio-
nal minutes. Bushée 
explained the contract 
limits the amount of 
contact time teachers 
have with students in 
order to provide time to 
prepare for classes and 
handle administrative 
tasks. 

Since California 
allows passing perio-
ds to be counted as 
instructional minutes, 
Beverly High’s pas-
sing period has been 
set at the maximum of 
10 minutes to help the 
school comply with 
state standards for 
instructional minutes 
and limit contact time 

arrest summary cont. on page 9

briefs cont. from page 5
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Dallas 

Atlanta
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Beverly High students Leora Hakim (front) and Ashley Emrani 
(back) meet Wingshooters author Nina Revoyr (seated)

Beverly High Hero Project draws nearly 
400 participants

Approximately 375 people turned out for the second annual 
Hero Project assembly at Beverly High June 5 to hear from 
Wingshooters author Nina Revoyr.

Revoyr’s author talk was the conclusion of the Hero Project, 
an all-school book group led by English teacher Julie Goler and 
sponsored by the PTSA. Goler moderated a discussion with 
Revoyr, followed by a question-and-answer session with students. 
Attendees had the opportunity to meet Revoyr, who signed books 
following the assembly.

Goler said she chose Revoyr’s novel, which has been compared 
to To Kill A Mockingbird, for the Hero Project because the book 
tells the story of an African American couple that volunteers in 
schools and starts a health clinic in a small Wisconsin town in the 
1970s, despite facing discrimination from the community. 

Prior to the assembly, a group of about 25 parents attended a 
PTSA-sponsored parent book club featuring Revoyr and Goler as 
moderator.briefs cont.on  
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(Front row, left to right) Pasha Pourebrahim, Daniel Choi, 
Shota Ishizawa, Jacob Broman, Tristan McIntyre, Guy 
Petrie, Angela Choi, Ella Tat, Melissa Roberts, Emily Ross, 
Jenny Lu, Miguel Ramirez, Mason Eghbali, Josh Roberts, 
Martin Schnapp, David Yousefian

(Second row) Danny Barroukh, Attika Harit, Amanuel 
Behailu, Deborah Abraham, Nick Boyko, Deborah Lee, 
Hunter Lambert, Jane Hwang, Stephan Kim, Alex Lipper, 

Gonzalo Sanchez, Kayla Langer, Kinley Bhutia, Stephanie 
Ancker, Ron Barnston, Noa Mazar, Eli Margolis

(Third row) Mikhael Kinley-Safronoff, Scout Sklarew, 
Elijah Mandel, Sophia Solouk, Yavar Abgin, Emily 
Rishwain, Vafa Panaddar, Juliana DiMeglio, Anastasia 
Barbato, Caleb Oh, Merida Mullins, Greg Yaroshevsky, 
Brooke Smith, Benjamin Rabin, Julia Choi

(Fourth row) Marielle Woroboff, Samuel Yeo, Juliette 
Deutsch, Alexander Aizenman, Alexandra Lamas, Shawn 
Gold, Tina Le Nguyen Quynh Chau, Dennis Subachev, 
Leah Wolchin, Joel Gabai, Sophia De Mornay O’Neal, Jo 
Murayama, Sara Neiman, Joseph Kolko, Jehman Williams

(Fifth row) Maggie Ullman, Justin Hong, Sydney Hanover, 
Benjamin Lee, Abby Towslee, Benjamin Cherdak, Brittany 
Mathalom, Minsu Kim, Jamal Baker, Katharine LoScalzo, 

Avery Conboy, Mae Asher, Jakob Wolken, Yvonne 
Akuamoah, Matthew Reskin, Sydney Tran

(Sixth row) Chantelle Ahl, Matthew Moret, Negin 
Atighehchi, Junhee Cho, Samantha de Mello, Dylan 
Rutigliano, Afik London, Joshua Pari, Elsa Woods, Scott 
Senior, Caitlyn Safran, Iman Enayati, Fiona Massana, 
Jonathan Levin, Sydney Prokop

Beverly Vista Class of 2012

(Front row, left to right) Aviv Soffer, Alec Kassorla, 
Lauren Ahaddian, Kyle Chlavin, Danielle Del Rosario, 
James Marzouk, Carli Stein, Diego Vega, Sadie Hersh, 
Ryotaro Ida, Kayla Mossanen, P.J. Goolsby, Maggie Curtis, 
Zachary Antin, Aliz Nizam

(Second row) Justin Friedman, Kayla Soleimani, Sean 
Taghdis, Lauren Solomon, Justin Chao, Lona Tehrani, 
Justin Dubin, Sasha Treivush, Eric Ross, Tara Shooshani, 

Davis Freeman, Tara Hekmati, Alex Neustaedter, Kate 
Ganon, Elijah Pilgrim-Duque

(Third row) Mary Yoo, Jacob Hankin, Jamie Dodd, Jaylen 
Tucker, Rachel Song, Austin Friedberg, Michelle Pisnoy, 
James Dohm, Molly Hersh, Nirav Desai, Jane Rothstein, 
Mohammed Sadeghi, Shira Okhovat, Sidney Okosun

(Fourth row) Cari Downey-Wade, Claire Margolis, Blake 

Ackerman, Celine Bohbot, Andrew Kohanzadeh, Bailey 
Henderson, Josh Khalili, Celine Rafalian, Adriano Saitta, 
Claudine Sooferan, Philip Sha, Limor Essakhar, Issac 
Rabbanian, Nathalie Bohbot, Ameen Hakimianpour, Leila 
Telles, Grace Nguyen, Sarah Ordaz

(Fifth row) Geordan Wilson, Martina Bocchi, Eunice Kim, 
Austin Mantanona, Celine Masjedian, Deborah Newman, 
Ruby Beenhouwer, Lena Koumetz, Ha Rim Lee, Ben 

Azran, Ireland Hamner, Tamara Dalah, Trevor Atamian, 
Sabrina Mandell, Elizabeth Del Rosario

(Sixth row) Reggie Casiano, Patricia Tobing, Jackson 
Proffitt, Sabine Obagi, Matthew Lavi, Stavroula Kyriazis, 
Solomon Nwankwo, Jr., Hannah Wasserman, Luke 
Blonigan, Summar Zhili, Ryosuke Itani, Pauline Markham, 
Max Walder
(Not pictured) Luc Mendez

El Rodeo Class of 2012
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Hawthorne Class of 2012
(Front row, left to right) Shawn Ahdout, Chloe Aftalion, 
Aaron Barzi, Kyra Lindsay, Kyle Khalili, Abi Hakimi, Sam 
Geranpayeh, Aerin Kim, Eden Rublevich, Sydney Karmes-
Wainer, Brandon Winter, Davina Mehdizadeh, Jonathan 
Shamouil, Simone Schwartz-Lombard, Nathan Daneshrad, 
Hayli Mefford, Danny Bina, Shannon Sedighim, Tal 
Shooshani, Brenna Nouray

(Second row) Ezra Chow, Dina Shaian, Roey Marcus, 

Shannon Lalezari, Nathan Mahgerefteh, Celly Perlstein, 
Jonathan Okhovat, Arianna Montero, Stephan Egiazarian, 
Yahel Haiem, Nicole Yuan, Jigar Patel, Dania Shaian, 
Justin Azarian, Rachel Gilbert, Oliver Binafard, Jessica 
Rost, Hayato Kawamata

(Third row) Audrey Levy, Richard Liu, Nicole Edalat-
Pajouh, Aaron Daneshrad, Cara Rosenberg, Gil Eshkol, 
Tiffany Mirshokri, Basel Shahin, Alex Zhang, Amanda 

Block, Bailey Kohan, Osher Farahmandfar, Arya Youabian, 
Lauren Moghavem, Joshua Benhamou, Michelle Cohen, 
Rachel Jahr

(Fourth row) Amy Okada, Rico Puri, Nastazia 
Moshirfatemi, Kyle Mehrian, BoMee Kim, Jonathan 
Hakimi, Samantha Singer, Calvin Hong, Wooill Kim, 
Mishelle Arakelian, Kenneth Salkow-Shapiro, Leah Suh, 
Seth Kolb-Brown, Danielle Berukhim, Jonathan Rahban, 

Parmis Shafaghiha

(Fifth row) Kayla Shoushani, Annabel Personeni, Jun 
Yeo, Bethel Tammerat, Keon Youssian, Rosita Saul, Andy 
Park, Anna Magnin, Phillip Mozer, Katya Souchitski, 
Aaron Shahmaram, Sabrina Halavi, Paul Garcia, Alyssa 
Thompson, Josh Binafard, Leila Kashfi, Iman Dayan

(Front row, left to right) Matthew Rasson, Lior Aboav, 
Omeed Soleimani, Rachel Solnit, Joshua Gilardi, Emma 
Carruth, Pedram Doroudchi, Heylynn Shin, Jason 
Shadpour, Vivian Kim, Hanyu Fu, Hojung Kwon, Sean 
Zendedel, Shana Soleymani, Daniel Yeroshalmi, Sara 
Benezra

(Second row) Aleksandra Recupero, Jacob Palaganas, 
Sabrina Simpson, Ethan Grabel, Hadley Rosen, Kai 

Carrick, Maria Sokhikyan, Soroush Shabani, Mona Anvar, 
Andrew Isaac, Lee Shavit, Andre Hutton-Snair, Brittany 
Cineus, Eli Cohen

(Third row) Margaret Hwang, Niall Bauer, Shanna Gilardi, 
Shiryu Mihara, Michelle Mirshokri, Amir Siminou, Vasilisa 
Vujovich, Orel Dangor, Molly Fenton, Andrew Leigh, 
Tiffany Kim, Tiger Teeguarden, Yamina Al-Asadi, Neema 
Soleimani, Briana Vayntrub

(Fourth row) Jeremiah James, Ji Yu (Judy) Kim, Nirvan 
Zarabi, Emmanuelle Partiyeli, Roy Elbaz, Rachel Moon, 
Nicholas Yi, Carmen Cacavas, Raehaan Poonja, Ava Hill, 
Eden Peykar, May On, Elijah Klapper, Jasmin Cao, Sandra 
Campoy Arroyo

(Fifth row) Madeleine Tirella, Stanley Wu, Frances (Mei-
Mei) Tercek, Yonatan Dayan, Nicole Shlomof, Kyungsub 
(Jeffrey)Yi, Sophia Monasebian, Brendan Yoon, Sofia 

Adell, Rachel Monasebian, Nikola Kretschmann, Isabella 
Barber, Sean Kochinski, Sienna Osadon, Keshav Batra

(Sixth row) Pouya Reihanian, Rashad Ysaguirre, Guy 
Ginsberg, Ricardo Chavez, Lucas Brito, Jonathan Gunn, 
Alfredo Andere

Horace Mann Class of 2012
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What were the highlights of last week’s 
U.S. Conference of Mayors? 

I think the highlight was just the fact you 
have a group of mayors who come together 
and have the opportunity to talk about 
issues facing their cities and the strategies 
that they use to solve those issues. The 
amazing thing is no matter the size of the 
city or the state that it’s located in, we all 
face similar challenges. Basically it was a 
sharing of ideas and strategies cities were 
using to solve those challenges.

Pension reform is a huge issue that faces 
cities across the country and changing the 
negotiations that cities are going through 
with their various labor segments or unions 
is challenging. One of the things we talked 
about, I was very proud to be able to speak 
on the ARMP [Alternative Retirement 
Medical Plan] program we have in the city 
[that gives employees the opportunity to opt 
out of their existing benefit in exchange for 
a defined contribution plan or a one-time 
lump sum payout]. That was something 
several cities have asked for information 
on because they found that fascinating. It 
was something they didn’t know about, and 
people were saying, “Wow, this is an inno-
vative idea. Can we get more details?”  

Everyone talks about attracting tourism. 
In the new world of advertising outside of 
your region, social media is very impor-
tant. People had some really great ideas 
of things they were doing to use social 
media and other outlets that are much less 
expensive in terms of advertising. Because 
of budget cuts they’re facing, [cities] are 
being very creative.

How was Orlando?
It was great. I had no idea that the City 

of Orlando has 55 million visitors a year. If 
you think of Las Vegas, Las Vegas is hop-
ing to hit 40 million in the upcoming years. 
The tourism attraction is great there. People 
were very hospitable. Mayor Buddy Dyer 
from Orlando is a delightful person who 
created an incredible experience for us. He 
made sure we understood what they were 
doing there. Again it’s the sharing of infor-
mation. It’s really an opportunity to talk 
and see what people are actually doing.

What ideas regarding Orlando’s 
tourism outreach can be used here? 

Orlando is a much bigger city than 
Beverly Hills. They do have three major 
attractions there with Universal [Studios], 

Disney [World] and Epcot. It’s a little bit 
different but having said that, I do believe 
that their regional marketing and outreach 
to the surrounding cities and communi-
ties—working together not just to bring 
people to Orlando in those three areas but 
to get them to see and visit some of the cit-
ies in surrounding areas—is very effective. 
Smaller cities around Orlando reach into 
Orlando and say, “If you’re here, come 
visit us. Come visit the unique region of 
Florida.” When you look at the Westside, 
Beverly Hills is a unique place to be, but 
we don’t have sandy beaches. People who 
come to stay for the beaches in Santa 
Monica or the Marina area or Venice, we 
want them to come to Beverly Hills. We 
need to be working together to get people 
to visit us and come to what will be our 
cultural center, the Annenberg. People who 
visit Beverly Hills may want to go to the 
Geffen, so why not support and help them 
get to the Geffen and partner with the 
Geffen? Those are the types of things I 
picked up that I believe are really important 
for the long-term plans to attract tourists to 
Beverly Hills both from the local region 
and from the national and international 
regions.  

During the conference, you were on 
the educational reform, transportation 
and international affairs standing 
committees. Would you like to highlight 
one of those?

The one that everyone knows probably 
most about is the transportation commit-
tee. It’s really critical to get out there that 
mayors and cities, the reason why they 
push so hard for the transportation bill, 
when you actually look at it, it’s been 
something like 1,000 days with no trans-
portation bill. When you look at infrastruc-
ture needs, when you look at job creation, 
when you look at opportunities to actually 
have interconnectability from one region to 
the next, a transportation bill has to pass. 
When you look at America Fast Forward 
[a loan program included in the transpor-
tation bill] as an example, putting aside 
its local impact [related to the Westside 
Subway Extension], regions are willing to 
say, “We’re willing to borrow the money 
and repay it.” It [would put] 2 million new 
jobs in place across the country. You can 
imagine the impact that has on any region. 
It doesn’t matter if it’s Beverly Hills, the 
Westside of Los Angeles, whether it’s the 
northeast border or San Francisco or the 
middle of the country where they’re talk-
ing about adding high speed rail and things 
like that to interconnect Midwestern cities, 
[creating] 2 million new jobs, that’s incred-
ible. I’ve always said at the end of the day, 
not only do you put people to work, [but 
you also] have capital improvement, you 
have a capital asset when it’s done. You 
create jobs [because] somebody has to 
maintain and run those facilities and run 
that transportation. When you look at every 
major city across the country everyone 
talks about how traffic is such an impedi-
ment to mobilization, people’s ability to 
work in urban centers, the ability to [take] 
the jobs that we want. You’ve got to have 
something that gets people to and from.

[The standing committee] hashed out 
and discussed the issues, and actually chal-
lenged Congress to start doing its job and 

to figure out a way to work together. The 
mayors that were there—it’s a bipartisan 
group of mayors—are working really hard 
to fix cities in the region and doing what 
Congress has continually failed to do.  

Who were some of the mayors you met? 
Michael Nutter, who is the mayor of 

Philadelphia and the incoming president of 
the U.S. Conference of Mayors, which is 
a very prestigious and powerful position. 
He’s just an amazing man. The things he’s 
done already in Philadelphia to deal with 
crime, to deal with educational needs of the 
most needy in his community, to be out on 
the streets and create a government that’s 
responsive to his community, he’s a great 
leader. It’s my belief this will not be his last 
political stop.

[Sacramento Mayor] Kevin Johnson. 
He’s a friend. He was just elected for the 
second vice president position, so he will 
be president [of the U.S. Mayors] in a 
couple of years. The work he’s doing to 
really push education reform in his city 
is impressive. He chairs the educational 
reform committee, so I sat with him on that. 
He’s a guy who just got re-elected and is 
working really hard to push for educational 
reform to deal with issues around tenure 
and pay for performance and teacher men-
toring and training. Those types of things 
are really cutting edge. In that educational 
reform committee meeting, Arne Duncan, 
who is the secretary of education, was there 
as well. It was a back-and-forth dialogue 
of what cities are doing. [Duncan] walked 
away with new ideas of what mayors are 
doing in cities for public education. It was 
really pretty impressive.

Tell us what you learned from other 
mayors that could be useful in Beverly 
Hills.

Again, the idea of how you go about 
working to brand your community. Some 
of the branding ideas go back to using vari-
ous facets of social media to get your brand 
out to a wider group that tells them what 
you actually offer. The brand of Rodeo 
Drive is a great brand but also [it’s a good 
idea to use social media to reach large 
groups of people about] some of the other 
activities that exist [in Beverly Hills].

The other thing I learned is that we are 
on the right track with pension reform that 
we have done in Beverly Hills. There’s still 
a ways to go, but we’re certainly heading 
in the right direction. No one has made 
it there all at once. Other cities have had 
labor challenges trying to move forward 
to get it all [done] at once. Cities that have 
done it the best seem to have been those 
that have worked with their labor union 
groups and actually gotten there over a 
period of time. 

The other thing everyone talked about is 
infrastructure and the fact that sometimes 
deferred maintenance of infrastructure is 
not a good thing to do. I’m really happy 
to say that Beverly Hills doesn’t kick that 
can down the road. People are looking at 
us. When I talked about ideas of how we 
pave our streets and how we resurface 
the streets and while many people say, 
“Why are you doing this? The streets are 
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LOCAl lEADERS UNITE
Mayor Willie Brien discusses last week’s U.S. Conference 
of Mayors in Orlando
By Melanie Anderson

Mayor Willie Brien (left) looks on as Sacramento Mayor Kevin Johnson (center) greets 
Racine, Wisc. Mayor John Dickert
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