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“Board of Education moves forward 
with radical demolition plan for 
Hawthorne” [Issue #648]

PUBLISHER’S NOTE: Several letters 
were sent to the Board of Education to be 
read at Tuesday night’s meeting. Since the 
board president chose not to read them, 
we are publishing two of them below:

I am a 1966 Hawthorne graduate, my 
son 2006.

I was absolutely horrified to hear that 
in order to update the campus so much 
demolition of historic buildings is being 
seriously considered. Of course I want our 
students to be safe, but they also need to 
learn to appreciate the historical environ-
ment in which they learn. How can they 
do this if all their school buildings are 
chipped away? What is learning, indeed 
what is life, without history?

A costly underground parking is unneed-
ed and unwanted by the faculty. It is pleas-

ant to walk to work under the beautiful 
trees.

I support “Option 7,” which preserves 
significant aspects of the historic audito-
rium and courtyard.
Linda Lewis
Beverly Hills
 

As one who attended Beverly Hills 
schools from kindergarten through high 
school and still lives nearby, I have 
retained a strong interest in the vitality of 
the school system and the Beverly Hills 
community in general.

I have fond memories of Beverly Vista, 
where I was a student from 1955 until 
1964, when I entered Beverly High. It 
pains me whenever I go past Beverly Vista 
to see what it looks like today compared 
to what it was when I attended there. 
Although I understand the impact of the 
earthquake on the structures, the failure to 
save more of the magnificent Romanesque 
exterior walls strikes me as a great loss to 
the culture and history of the city. And so, 
with an impending decision on the future 
of Hawthorne, which seems to be facing 
a fate similar to Beverly Vista’s, I write 
to urge you with all my heart to save as 
much of the original buildings as possible. 
“Option 7,” albeit less than perfect, seems 
to me the least damaging of the choices 

available to the Board.
Beverly Hills has always had the reputa-

tion of going a step further than the aver-
age community, truly caring about excel-
lence and quality. What I don’t understand 
is why this attitude has not extended to 
the preservation of important buildings of 
architectural and historical significance. It 
is my hope that now is the time the Board 
will do what is necessary to achieve two 
goals, maintain a safe school environ-
ment and instill in the students and their 
parents a strong sense that building on 
the community’s history is essential to its 
future progress.
Robert J. Switzer
West Hollywood

“History One” [Issue #666]
I read with interest  [Rudy Cole’s] take 

on “lessons from the past” in History One. 
Very interesting! For those of us here in 
town for fewer than 30 years, say, that his-
tory is news. And the more recent context 
is valuable too—especially for those of us 
who participate actively.

I campaign for safer streets for cyclists 
and pedestrians in Beverly Hills (www.
betterbike.org) and my work frequently 
takes me to City Council and various other 
meetings and hearings. But so often I am 
alone—the only stakeholder in attendance 
at committee and commission meetings. 
And as you know, our City Council meet-
ings attract few callers or public comment 
speakers.

We can lament the low electoral turnout 
and the low level of grassroots engage-
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Inside Beverly Hills—BHTV10 
Inside Beverly Hills, moderated by columnist Rudy Cole, will next air on July 19 at 

8 p.m. and July 20 at 10 p.m. about the Beverly Hills Bar Association; July 19 at 8:30 
p.m., July 20 at 8 p.m., and July 23 at  5 p.m. about the Westside Subway Extension; 
and July 23 at 8 p.m., July 24 at 6 p.m. and July 25 at 6:30 p.m. about the Rodeo Drive 
Committee.

City Council reasserts opposition to tunnel 
under Beverly High, hires special counsel
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Board of Education 
postpones vote on home 
lease with Woods

The Board of Education announced 
Tuesday evening it was not prepared to 
vote on a lease with Superintendent Gary 
Woods to live in the $1.5-million home 
that the BHUSD recently agreed to pur-
chase.

“We are close to a  negotiated agree-
ment, but we were not there yet today,” 
President Brian Goldberg said.

Goldberg said the Board of Education 
would consider the item at a special board 
meeting next Wednesday at 4 p.m.

A proposed lease was attached in the 
July 17 meeting agenda packet, but the 
monthly payment and length of contract 
were left blank, since those terms have 
not yet been finalized.

Included in the contract was a clause 
that the home was being made available 
to Woods in connection with his employ-
ment as superintendent.

“Expiration or termination of such 
employment will be the basis for ter-

mination of this Lease by Landlord in 
accordance with the provisions set forth 
above,” the proposed lease states.

According to the lease, BHUSD is 
the landlord, and Chief Administrative 
Officer Dawnalyn Murakawa-Leopard 
was listed as the contact.

Included in the staff report for the agen-
da item was a statement that the estimated 
insurance for the home is $7,040 per year. 
No other information about insurance was 
provided.

On Monday afternoon, Goldberg said 
he did not have a comment on what 
was included in the insurance estimate, 
because he had not yet been briefed in 
closed session, which took place Tuesday 
afternoon. 

In an e-mail, Murakawa-Leopard said 
Wednesday afternoon the figure is an esti-
mate and has not been finalized.

“The $7,040 is a figure that includes 
preliminary figures on property and liabil-
ity insurance, including earthquake cover-
age,” Murakawa-Leopard wrote.

Typically, a homeowner’s insurance 
policy for a small home ranges $400–
$600, not including earthquake coverage.

Last month, the Board of Education 
voted unanimously to purchase the home 
at 220 North Doheny Drive. The board has 
agreed to a 15-year loan with an interest 
rate of 3.7 percent. The estimated expen-
diture from the general fund is $140,000 a 
year, or approximately $11,000 a month. 

Goldberg did not return a phone call 
from the Weekly before the deadline.

New office building and 
parking structure approved 
at Spalding and Wilshire

The Gores Group is preparing to move 
its California offices from Westwood to 

Beverly Hills, following the Planning 
Commission’s unanimous approval July 
12 of its new office building and parking 
structure at 121 Spalding Drive.

The proposed four-story, 45-foot-tall 
building is part of a project involving the 
adjacent three-story, 45-foot-tall office 
building at 9800 Wilshire Boulevard, 
which is currently undergoing an “exten-
sive remodel,” Senior Planner Ryan 
Gohlich said. The project proposes a 
bridge connecting the top floors of the 
two buildings, both of which The Gores 
Group owns and plans to occupy. 

According to its Web site, The Gores 
Group is a private equity firm that focuses 
on acquiring controlling interests in a 
variety of businesses, investing primarily 
in the technology, telecommunications, 
business services, industrial, healthcare, 
media, and consumer and retail sectors. 
The company also has offices in Colorado 
and London.

The proposed building at 121 Spalding 
features a total of 11,000 square feet 
of office space on the fourth floor and 
the portion of the ground floor fronting 
Spalding Drive, three levels of above-
grade parking and two levels of subter-
ranean parking. 

The 121 Spalding project, which is 
61,000 square feet including underground 
parking, will provide parking for the 
36,000-square-foot 9800 Wilshire build-
ing, which currently utilizes a parking 
structure that will be demolished to make 
way for the proposed new building.

“The goal is to have the 121 Spalding 
facility completed around the same 

time that the 9800 building is finished,” 
Gohlich said.

The Architectural Commission approved 
the remodel designs for the 9800 Wilshire 
project in March. The 121 Spalding project 
still requires Architectural Commission 
review, as well as City Council review 
of a proposed alley vacation and right-
of-way encroachments. The City Council 
and Architectural Commission are sched-
uled to hear the matter on Aug. 7 and 15 
respectively.

Although the project involves widen-
ing the existing east-west alley between 
the two buildings from 15 to 20 feet, the 
project proposes vacating one foot of the 
existing alley to accommodate the 9800 
Wilshire remodel. The alley vacation is 
proposed to allow the installation of a 
stone veneer along the building’s south 
wall that faces the alley.

Corman said width of the alley would 
be made up on its south side, by dedicat-
ing six feet of land to establish a 20-foot-
wide alley.

To accommodate the City’s large trash 
trucks and utility vehicles, Corman said 
the City requests development projects 
fronting an alley to dedicate 2.5 feet of 
land to widen the City’s existing 15-foot-
wide alleys to 20 feet. Since The Gores 
Group owns both properties on either side 
of the same alley, Corman said the 20-
foot width could be achieved all at once.

The proposed bridge connecting the two 
buildings is considered an above-grade 
right-of-way encroachment that requires 
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Board of Education expected to break 
promise to the voters not to raise taxes for 
Measure E

briefs cont. on page 4

NOTICE OF PUBLic HeARinG
The Council of the City of Beverly Hills, at its regular meeting to be held on 
Tuesday, July 24, 2012, at 7:00 p.m., in the Council Chambers of the City 
Hall, 455 N. Rexford Drive, Beverly Hills, California, will hold a public hearing to 
consider adoption of:

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS 
AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE SCHEDULE OF TAXES, FEES & 
SERVICE CHARGES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2012/2013. 

The proposed resolution will increase the taxes, fees, and service charges that 
are charged to the public for the various activities and services as set forth in 
the schedule for �scal year 2012/2013.  Many of the fees and charges would 
be adjusted to obtain full-cost recovery.  In some cases fees were adjusted by 
3% based on the Consumer Price Index (CPI) for November 2011 to re�ect the 
increase in the City�s costs.  In other cases, the fees were adjusted to re�ect a 
change in service level, or more equitable distribution of costs, rather than by 
the CPI.  The fees would become effective on September 1, 2012.  
 
Copies of the proposed Resolution and the Fee Study Report are available for 
review or purchase in the Of�ce of the City Clerk, Room 290, 455 N. Rexford 
Drive, and in the Finance Department, 3rd Floor, 455 N. Rexford Drive, Beverly 
Hills, California.  Any interested person may attend the meeting and be heard.  
Written comments may also be submitted and should be addressed to the City 
Council, c/o City Clerk, 455 N. Rexford Drive, Beverly Hills, California, 90210.  
The comments should be received prior to the hearing date.  If you need more 
information, please contact Carolyn Johnson at (310) 285-2459.

Please note that if you challenge the Council�s action in regard to this matter 
in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else 
raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence 
delivered to the City, either at or prior to the public hearing.

BYRON POPE, CMC
City Clerk

NOTICE OF PUBLic HeARinG
The Parking Authority of the City of Beverly Hills, at its regular meeting to be 
held on Tuesday, July 24, 2012, at 7:00 p.m., in the Council Chambers of 
the City Hall, 455 N. Rexford Drive, Beverly Hills, California, will hold a public 
hearing to consider adoption of:

A RESOLUTION OF THE PARKING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF 
BEVERLY HILLS AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE SCHEDULE OF 
PARKING FACILITY RATES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2012/2013. 

The proposed resolution will add one additional fee to the fees that are charged 
to the public for the Parking Facility Rates set forth in the schedule for �scal year 
2012/2013.  The fees would become effective on September 1, 2012.  
 
Copies of the proposed Resolution and the Rate Schedule are available for 
review or purchase in the Of�ce of the City Clerk, Room 290, 455 N. Rexford 
Drive, and in the Finance Department, 3rd Floor, 455 N. Rexford Drive, Beverly 
Hills, California.  Any interested person may attend the meeting and be heard.  
Written comments may also be submitted and should be addressed to the 
Parking Authority, c/o City Clerk, 455 N. Rexford Drive, Beverly Hills, California, 
90210.  The comments should be received prior to the hearing date.  If you need 
more information, please contact Carolyn Johnson at (310) 285-2459.

Please note that if you challenge the Board�s action in regard to this matter 
in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else 
raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence 
delivered to the Parking Authority, either at or prior to the public hearing.

BYRON POPE, CMC
Clerk to the Parking Authority

220 N. Doheny Drive



a permit. The project also proposes a 
subterranean right-of-way encroachment 
since part of the underground parking 
structure would be located underneath 
a portion of the alley. Corman said the 
underground encroachment would not 
interfere with alley operations or any 
utilities within the alley.

“[This project] was a really good exam-
ple of an applicant working with staff 
and working with neighbors in coming 
up with something that was acceptable 
to everyone,” Commission Chair Craig 
Corman said. “It looks like it’s going to 
be a beautiful building.” 

Belzberg Architects designed the 
project. The Weekly requested render-
ings of the project from Gohlich, but he 
said he did not have the latest version. 
Gohlich suggested contacting architect 
Hagy Belzberg, who said he did not have 
permission from the owner to share the 
renderings. 

Frank Stefanik, The Gores Group’s 
executive vice president of marketing and 
business development, said no one was 
available to comment on the Planning 
Commission’s approval or the company’s 
planned move to Beverly Hills. 

Former Mayor Tom Levyn, who rep-
resented The Gores Group on the project 
application, did not return a phone call 
from the Weekly.

Beverly High seismic report 
update says deficiencies are 
“fixable”

An update from structural engineer-
ing firm Saiful Bouquet on its seismic 
investigation of the Beverly High campus 
presented Tuesday afternoon to the Board 
of Education did not paint the gloomy 
picture that some apparently had antici-

pated.
Saiful Bouquet engineers Saiful Islam 

and Robert Randall said while Beverly 
High has some seismic deficiencies, the 
problems are “fixable” by retrofitting 
the building. The seismic investigation is 
ongoing.

“We’ve done this kind of retrofit work 
[on other projects] to fix weak diaphragms, 
to fix the out-of-plane wall anchors, to fix 
offsetting roof elevations,” Randall said.

Saiful Bouquet is a subcontractor work-
ing with DLR Group, the architecture firm 
retained by the BHUSD for design servic-
es for both Beverly High and Hawthorne.

The conversation at Tuesday’s study 
session focused on Building B, Beverly 
High’s original building. Based on Saiful 
Bouquet’s preliminary findings, Beverly 
High Principal architect Andrea Cohen 
Gehring of DLR Group said, “We’re very 
comfortable with retrofitting Building 
B.”

Randall said additional retrofit work 
will be needed, but he said a retrofit of 
Beverly High’s Building B that was done 
in 1936 to comply with the Field Act, 
which passed following the 1933 Long 
Beach earthquake, displayed “forward 
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Conductor Gary S. Greene

Los Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic and Legal Voices to 
perform this Saturday at Walt Disney Hall

For the third year in a row, the Los Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic will perform its 
annual Concert Extraordinaire at Walt Disney Concert Hall this Saturday at 8 p.m.

Legal Voices, a 100-voice choir, will join the Philharmonic in a program featur-
ing Carmina Burana, the American premiere of a composition by Ivo Josipoviļ, 
who is president of the Republic of Croatia and a lawyer, and selections from Les 
Miserables.

Both ensembles are conducted by Beverly Hills resident Gary S. Greene. Actress 
June Lockhart will MC the concert.

Tickets range from $20 to $100. 25 percent of ticket proceeds will be donated to the 
LA County Bar Association and the Beverly Hills Bar Association foundations to help 
those who cannot afford legal services. 

For more information, visit www.LALawyersPhil.org or call (310) 275-7511.
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Back row, left to right: Anna Dairiki (Beverly High), Joanie Garratt (Beverly High), 
Alli Jason-Fives (retired Beverly High) Timothy Fives, Bob Craig (retired El Rodeo), 
Jane Wortman (Beverly High), Vivian Saatjian-Green (retired Beverly High), Brenda 
Colfer (retired El Rodeo). Front row:  Karen Boyarsky (Beverly High), Bruce 
Gilbert, Pat Melniker (retired El Rodeo), Marlene Gilbert (retired Beverly Vista), 
Kerry Mazor (El Rodeo), Itzahk Pripstein

BHUSD celebrates end of school year in the great outdoors
For the 28th year in a row, a group of BHUSD staff members and retirees celebrated 

the end of the school year with an outdoor excursion. This year, instead of a hike, the 
group spent the morning of June 23 assisting with habitat restoration at the Ballona 
Wetlands Saltwater Marsh in Playa del Rey. 
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thinking.”
Randall said the original Building B 

was designed and constructed as a single 
building, but during the retrofit, the build-
ing was separated into six segments with 
seismic joints in between them.

“What was unique is that as part of 
the retrofit, they went and gunited, basi-
cally applied reinforced concrete to all 
the interior faces of the brick walls,” 
Randall said. “They did this by removing 
one layer of the brick, and then put rein-
forced concrete, essentially a reinforced 
shell inside the buildings, as well as they 

anchored the roof and wall diaphragms 
more positively to the walls to keep them 
from falling out.”

A large portion of the presentation 
focused on how to test for and mitigate a 
potential falling brick hazard associated 
with out-of-plane walls that could occur 
during an earthquake. Randall said this 
was not a structural issue, but a potential 
“damageability” issue that could lead to 
individual bricks ejecting and potentially 
blocking building exits during an earth-
quake.

When Board member Lisa Korbatov 

asked about the cost of retrofitting per 
square foot, Gehring said, “The cost of 
retrofitting is going to be identified once 
we look at the alternatives. We are not 
at the place right now to give you those 
alternatives with cost because they [Saiful 
Bouquet] haven’t completed their analy-
sis, but we will be as soon as they do 
that.”

Gehring said retrofitting could be 
approached in a number of ways.

“One way is to keep the building intact. 
You add shear walls. You add structural 
reinforcing in the roof and in the floors 

and in the basement, anywhere you need 
to,” Gehring said. 

Another option, Gehring said, is to sup-
port the building’s exterior walls, demol-
ish the interior, and build a new struc-
ture within before reattaching the exterior 
walls.

“At Kerckhoff Hall [at UCLA] we did 
base isolation, which is basically keeping 
the building completely intact, going into 
the basement, putting every foundation, 
every footing on what we call a shock 
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Planning Commission 
grants 12 extended hours 
permits to Thompson 
hotel

About six months after voting to 
scale back Thompson Beverly Hills’ 
weeknight rooftop pool-deck and 
bar hours, the Planning Commission 
unanimously voted July 12 to allot the 
hotel special-event permits that will 
allow the rooftop to operate until 2 
a.m. up to 12 times a year. 

The commission also agreed to 
increase the rooftop maximum occu-
pancy from 125 to 150 guests. The 
increased occupancy is a general mod-
ification to the hotel’s conditional use 
permit [CUP], and not limited to dur-
ing special events. 

The special-event permits would 
apply to events scheduled for Sunday 
through Thursday nights, since the 
rooftop currently operates until 2 
a.m. on Fridays and Saturdays. The 
hotel, which is located at Wilshire 
Boulevard and Crescent Drive, would 
not be permitted to use more than 
two special-event permits during any 
single month. 

“The consensus was that although the Thompson hotel has had issues with its 
neighbors in the past, they seem to have made great strides since January when 
[we] had the last go-around with the CUP,” Commission Chair Craig Corman said 
of the commission’s decision last week to modify the hotel’s CUP.

In Issue #638 in December, the Weekly reported the Planning Commission 
extended Thompson Beverly Hills’ CUP but rejected the hotel’s request to extend 
rooftop hours from 1 a.m. to 2 a.m. Sunday through Thursday. Instead, the Planning 
Commission voted to scale back the rooftop hours to midnight on weeknights due 
to noise complaints from residents living near the hotel.

In the months that followed, attorney Mitchell Dawson, who represents 
Thompson Beverly Hills, said his client has made an effort to mitigate noise and 
reach out to its neighbors.

Dawson said new management has been responsible for the changes. The hotel’s 
general manager, Dene Nui, took over the post in the last six months, Dawson said. 
In the past year, Roy Marino took over operations of the rooftop and Caulfield’s, 
the ground-floor restaurant. The operator of the hotel’s valet parking services has 
also changed, Dawson said.

“I thought that the commission made a well-reasoned decision based upon the 
improvements made by Thompson Beverly Hills in neighborhood outreach and 
noise mitigation and the commission had the ability to realize that 12 [permits] was 
a more appropriate number, subject to certain appropriate conditions to monitor the 
use of these additional entitlements,” Dawson said.

Staff had recommended the commission allot six permits. A staff report said there 
have been 16 complaints related to the hotel since January, six of them regarding 
noise. Four of those complaints occurred in January and February 2012.

One of the conditions the Planning Commission imposed was to require 
Thompson Beverly Hills to provide a Beverly Hills off-duty public safety officer 
to monitor noise emanating from special events in the residential neighborhood 
south of the hotel.

“Complaints are down numerically,” Corman said. “Again, it’s all predicated on 
the fact they seem to be getting along better with neighbors. There seem to be less 
complaints. They’re definitely working to be better neighbors.”

Thompson Beverly Hills, as seen from 
Wilshire Boulevard

Mayor Willie Brien (far left) and Councilmember Julian Gold (far right) presented 
Recreation and Parks Commission Chair Susan Gersh (second from left) and 
Recreation Services Manager Teri Angel (second from right) with a proclamation 
declaring July Parks and Recreation Month

Recreation and Parks Commission contemplates 
purchase of outdoor exercise equipment

An initiative the Recreation and Parks Commission is pursuing would provide a 
new exercise option at La Cienega Park.

Since last year, the commission has been looking into the purchase and installa-
tion of outdoor fitness equipment for public use. Each piece of equipment would 
target a different muscle or area of the body and provide instructions for use.   

“We have asked to see budgets periodically from staff,” Commission Chair Susan 
Gersh said. “That gives us an idea whether there are certain things we can move 
along with. No. 1 on our list is fitness exercise equipment we would like to see put 
in outdoors at La Cienega park.”

The commission discussed the idea at its most recent meeting on June 26. Gersh 
said the Community Services Department is studying its budget to see if the depart-
ment has funds available for the exercise equipment. 

“I’m guardedly optimistic we’ll be able to move ahead,” Gersh said. “We’ll know 
more in September.”

When asked about cost of the equipment, Gersh said it was too early to estimate 
a figure.

“It depends on how many pieces we get,” Gersh said. “We’re waiting for a land-
scape architect to look at the area to see if there’s any work that needs to be done.”

Gersh said the commission envisions installing the equipment on the La Cienega 
Boulevard side of the park.

If funds are available, Gersh said the commission would like to move forward 
with the process of purchasing the equipment as soon as possible.

“With the beautiful weather we have all year round and people out at our parks, 
it would be a very good addition and it’s something people of all different ages can 
use,” Gersh said.

Gersh said Commissioner Alan Block, who is immediate past chair, originally 
brought the idea to the commission after seeing the equipment in Israel. Last year, 
the commission participated in a demonstration of the equipment. 

At its June meeting, the commission also received an update from Mia Lehrer, the 
landscape architect who is working on the Beverly Gardens Park restoration proj-
ect, a private fundraising effort to restore the park in time for the City’s centennial 
celebration in January 2014.

Gersh said the fundraising committee is planning to begin by focusing on three 
blocks, which will likely be an area including the Beverly Hills sign. Gersh said 
reinstating the lily pond in front of the Beverly Hills sign could be part of the proj-
ect.
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Before we set up barricades to block the 
invasion of our neighbors in Holmby Hills, 
who have apparently indicated a desire to be 
annexed to Beverly Hills, be very calm—it 
will never, ever happen.

True, we have enlarged our city twice—
once more recently in the far southwest when 
a single street, Hillgreen Drive, was more 
obviously part of our map and in the 1950s 
when Paul Trousdale pulled off one of the 
great scams in real-estate history.

Even the southwest annexation took years 
of effort and only worked because Beverly 
Hills neighbors strongly supported the move, 
and Los Angeles city officials felt the proxim-
ity to Beverly Hills made sense, in terms of 
public safety and convenience. 

Trousdale was a blatant use of the political 
process, one that would be difficult to repli-
cate with today’s checks and balances.

Paul Trousdale actually convinced both 
the Beverly Hills City Council and the Los 
Angeles County Board of Supervisors to agree 
to an annexation of some harsh, barren moun-
tain area that jutted just north of Beverly Hills. 
At the very least, the addition gave Beverly 
Hills a very odd looking map.

With the annexation, the land became not 
only very valuable but finally quite develop-
able. Many different land owners actually 
built homes and enhanced the landscape—
something that did not happen to many nearby 
Los Angeles tracts for another generation. 

Today, Trousdale homes are among the 
most expensive and attractive in our city, but 
the profits made by those who were able to 
manipulate the system then did not lead to 
significant payments of fees to Beverly Hills. 
That too would not now be possible

For Holmby Hills to win approval for 
annexation to Beverly Hills, they would need 
approval of both the Los Angeles and Beverly 
Hills City Councils and, equally important, 
convince a little known intergovernmen-
tal agency named LAFCO (Local Agency 
Formation Commission) for its blessing—and 
that body is very cautious and diligent in any 
boundary movements of this magnitude, often 

taking years to complete the study and hear-
ings process.

Los Angeles would have little reason to give 
its approval; Holmby is an important anchor 
of upscale residential east of Westwood and 
south of Bel Air. 

The complaints by some Holmby residents 
that they are not being adequately served by 
Los Angeles, including a failure to respond 
to needed street repairs, is hardly likely to be 
an inducement for Beverly Hills to welcome 
annexation.

Since the passage of Prop. 13, the (Howard) 
Jarvis constitutional amendment, property 
taxes no longer are the most important source 
of city tax revenues, and certainly not in 
Beverly Hills where the business sector pro-
vides roughly 70 percent, or more, of city 
funding. There is no commercial sector at all 
in Holmby.

From a purely fiscal point of view, the 
effort by some residents of the western por-
tion of West Hollywood who made an abor-
tive effort to become part of Beverly Hills 
when that community was first considering 
incorporation, made more sense, but gained 
absolutely no backing in Beverly Hills.

Although the northern portion of Holmby 
does touch our borders, most of the area is 
separated from us by the Los Angeles Country 
Club. It is very doubtful if we could maintain 
our valued three-minute response time for 
police and fire services with that barrier.

There is also no assurance that Holmby 
could become part of our school system—
those lines are not actually automatically the 
same as the city. The schools have a very 
small area to serve just outside our borders, 
thus the name “unified” school district. 

Yes, we would be able to claim all those 
bunnies at the Playboy Mansion as Beverly 
Hills denizens, but we might have to adopt a 
dress code to assure that Hugh Hefner dons 
something other than pajamas during daytime 
hours.

If this was intended to shake up Los Angles 
city officials to provide more services, good 
luck. We love you as neighbors, your homes 

are beautiful and many of your residents 
exemplary good citizens, and you are certainly 
more than welcome to shop and dine here, but 
unless you can reincarnate Paul Trousdale, 
don’t order new stationery just yet. 

***
We made some news, some even mildly 

accurate, in the venerable New York Times 
last week—and, of course, the subject was our 
opposition to the Westside subway route.

Permit me to make some corrections to their 
report: Opponents never raised the question 
of “not so prosperous” riders passing through 
or coming to shop and work here—the issue 
route objectors have consistently raised is one 
of safety and the hazards of tunneling under 
our only high school.

There were some more petty mistakes. 
Hardly anyone now calls the plan the Subway 
to the Sea; the likely western terminus will be 
near UCLA and further extensions are likely 
to be delayed for decades. 

That our community is “synonymous with 
wealth and privilege” may be true but the dig 
is lacking in economic reality. NYT might 
have discovered that a majority of our resi-
dents actually live in multi-family units, not 
expensive houses. Yes, we even have a form 
of rent control.

Our high school may be celebrated for its 
“roster of famous graduates and its zip code,” 
but even that is not entirely true. Our high 
school, alas, is in 90212 zip, not 90210 despite 
the infamous television series name. 

Not sure if the quote from School Board 
President Brian Goldberg was accurate, but 
he is reported in the story as denying we 
oppose the subway, only the route choice. 
“We’ve been nothing but supportive since the 
get-go,” are Goldberg’s words according to 
the story.

Not entirely accurate. Not all residents 
favor any subway, no matter the route, and 
even in the business district there are many 
skeptics on its value or benefits. More impor-
tant, opponents of the high-school route want 
to have as an option opposition to any subway 
if it endangers the school. 

SELECTED SHORT NOTES:
We have a new City Father, no not an 

elected official, but the birth of a daughter to 
our highly respected City Planner John Lait 
and wife Megan.

This is their second little planner; son Noah 
is two and a half—probably not named for a 
city commissioner or school board member. 

Speaking of planning, the department 
recently welcomed a new staffer, our first ever 
“urban designer,” Bill Crouch, an “urban-
ist” and architect. Before coming to our 
city, Crouch served the city of Sacramento 
and Huntington Beach, on that city’s Design 
Review Board. Before coming to California 
with his family, the Australian-born Crouch 
managed an architectural firm in Melbourne. 
He will work closely with the Architectural 
and Design Review Commissions and “con-
tribute significantly to the city’s Architectural 
Review and Historic Preservation pro-
grams,” according to Director of Community 
Development Susan Healy Keene.

Great party at Janet Salter’s last Sunday 
previewing the annual award event for the 
Beverly Hills Theatre Guild on September 
20.

The honorees at the “gala” will be Anne 
Jeffreys, Norm Crosby and Jim Jahant. 
The welcoming was handled smoothly by 
longtime Salter family friend Monty Hall, a 
community icon.

Many celebrity guests, some I spotted 
included Michelle Lee, Peter Marshall, 
Howard Storm, Marilyn Hall, David 
Solomon and Myra Lurie, Fran and Lou 
Zigman, Marilyn Ziering, Anita and Loni 
Marsten, Judson Mock, Dorothy Victor, 
Mary Cutler, and the Courier’s Candace and 
Clif Smith and Marcia Hobbs. Josette Cole 
was there too with our guest from Colorado, 
real estate, land-use lawyer, Tara Sakraida, 
who will make Los Angeles her new home 
and professional base.

Had a chance to talk to Monty about a 
wonderful idea he is supporting strongly: 
Providing a home for our venerable Theatre 
Forty in the Annenberg Cultural Center. 

That is such a natural good fit, it should 
be welcomed by the Annenberg and it would 
certainly help give the community a more 
direct sense of involvement in this wonderful 
cultural resource. 

Great community service: The Beverly Hills 
Bar Association Barristers provides a free 
legal clinic on first Monday of each month 
from 10 a.m. to noon at Roxbury Park. 

Volunteer lawyers from the association 
offer legal advice on a wide range of issues 
from landlord-tenant, consumer, small claims, 
business disputes, wills and trusts and other 
legal concerns. 

For more information, call the Bar 
Association at 310.601.2422.

Rudy Cole served for eight years as a 
member and chair of the city’s Recreation & 
Parks Commission. He was also President 
of the Greystone Foundation and served on 
three other city committees. Rudy can be 
reached at: Rudy@bhweekly.com.

Reality checks 

And village notes
By Rudy Cole

fromthehillsofbeverly 

absorber, on a base isolator, [and] having 
what we call a moat around the build-
ing that allows the building to move as a 
whole,” Gehring said.

Gehring said DLR Group believes 
Building B is historically significant.

“Building B is a classic design. It’s 
been called Norman design as well,” 
Gehring said. “In any event, it does have 
historical recognition. It does have his-
torical attributes in terms of composition, 
the massing, the tower, the classroom 

building [and] the way it sits on the side 
on the top of a hill.”

Board of Education President Brain 
Goldberg said Tuesday’s study session 
was an example of what happens when 
misinformation is spread.

“The whole purpose of this meeting 
was because we got wind from someone 
that Building B was unsafe and needed 
to be evacuated immediately,” Goldberg 
said. 

When the report is completed, Goldberg 
requested it be embargoed.

“The first entity that should see that 
after staff is the Board of Education,” 
Goldberg said. “Then it can go to other 
entities. I don’t want to hear about it from 
other entities coming back to us because 
then we need to react. Because what we 
heard was we’ve got hollow bricks and 
the building is going to fall. That’s the 
message I received as a board member.”

Cayabyab said the final report is expect-
ed to be completed by July 25.

Copies of the report were not distribut-
ed at the meeting because it has not been 

completed. Paper copies of the study ses-
sion’s accompanying PowerPoint presen-
tation were not distributed at the meeting. 
The digital file of the presentation was 
not attached to the study session agenda, 
which was posted online last Friday. 

Goldberg did not return a phone call 
from the Weekly before the deadline.

briefs cont. from page 5
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City continues Concerts 
on Canon, kicks off free 
outdoor movie screenings

The City of Beverly Hills will continue 
its free Concerts on Canon series tonight 
with two performances by jazz combo 
Melvin Lee Davis & Friends at Beverly 
Canon Gardens at 6 p.m. and 7:15 p.m.

The City’s new series of free Sunday-
night movie screenings continues July 29 
with an outdoor showing of Clueless at 
Beverly Canon Gardens at 8 p.m. 

Beverly Hills kicked off the series last 
week with a French-themed screening of 
Hugo, which also featured live music. 
Later in the summer, film selections 
include Casablanca and Mirror, Mirror. 

Free parking is available to patrons of 
the shows: Get a coupon at the concert 
or movie and redeem it for parking in 
the Beverly Gardens parking structure. 
The gardens feature plentiful seating and 
a large, grassy area for picnic blankets. 
Tables and chairs will be available on a 
first-come, first-served basis. Patrons are 
encouraged to enjoy outdoor dining at 
Bouchon or The Montage, enjoy special 
pre- and post-show discounts at Beverly 
Hills restaurants and bars and pick up 
custom “to-go” boxes from a selection of 
local restaurants offering picnic options 
in connection with this series. 

For more information, call (310) 285-
6830.

Roxbury Park liaison meets 
Monday

The Recreation and Parks liaison com-
mittee will next meet to discuss plans for 
the Roxbury Park community center this 
Monday at 3 p.m. at City Hall.

The full City Council will receive an 
update about Roxbury Park at its study 
session on Tuesday at 2 p.m.

The City has contracted RTK Architects 
to design a concept for a new one-
story community center and the field 
restroom on the west side of the park. 
Representatives of RTK were introduced 
at the most recent liaison meeting on July 
2.

Following that meeting, Mayor Willie 
Brien, who serves on the committee with 
Councilmember Julian Gold, said the 
concept still needs refinement, but he 
feels the project is heading in the right 

direction.
Brien said goals include maximizing 

efficiency and greenspace at the park.
“We have worked really hard on mak-

ing sure the programming is done in the 
most efficient way possible, meeting the 
needs of the community today and in the 
future,” Brien said. 

Brien said the committee is also starting 
to review options for re-doing the irriga-
tion system at the park.

The full City Council last provided 
feedback on the proposed Roxbury Park 
Community Center project on May 15, 
when councilmembers agreed to contract 
an architect to create a one-story concept 
emphasizing greenspace.

--Briefs compiled by Melanie Anderson
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          Contact your AAA Travel Agent for more information!

CALL AAA Travel West Hollywood
323.525.0018 #2

VISIT 8761 Santa Monica Blvd  
Land price is per person based on double occupancy for select travel July1-August 31, 2012 and October 1-December 15, 2012. Subject to availability and change, certain restrictions may apply. Some resorts require a city tax which is paid directly to the resort upon check-out, amount varies by resort.  
Not responsible for errors or omissions. (Journese acts only as an agent for the various travel providers shown above.) CST 1007939-10. UBI 601 915 263. TAR 5308.  

Rates are per person, based on adult double occupancy. Airfare, taxes, fuel and other surcharges, gratuities, transfers and excursions are additional unless otherwise indicated. Each of the foregoing items, deposits, payment and cancellation terms/conditions are subject to change without notice. Rates, terms, conditions 
and availability are subject to change. Certain restrictions may apply. AAA members must make advance reservations through AAA Travel to obtain Member Benefits and savings. Member Benefits may vary depending on departure date. Not responsible for errors or omissions. The Automobile Club of Southern California 
acts as an agent for Pleasant Holidays LLC. CTR #1016202-80 Restrictions apply. Copyright © 2012 Automobile Club of Southern California. All rights reserved.

      BRANCH NOW OPEN 
M-F 10am -6pm 

AND  
Sat 10am - 2pm 

   (complimentary parking  
off Hancock) 

Open Monday-Friday 
10am-6pm AND 

Saturday 10am-2pm

briefs cont. from page 6

ment, but I believe that this pattern is set 
at the top of City Hall. I don’t mean the 
electeds; I mean the staff.

For two years I have communicated my 
concerns to the Deputy City Manager for 
communications, Cheryl Friedling. That 
includes broken links on the city’s website 
and agendas; illegible agenda-linked docu-
ments; meeting e-notices that don’t go out 
in timely fashion; and worst, city commis-
sion agendas that are simply never posted 
online. Or they are posted the day before.

I care and choose to participate, but City 
Hall often does not make it easy.

Back to elections. I too have been curi-
ous about low turnout, and at times I’ve 
sought information about how my imme-
diate neighbors voted on this or that ballot 
initiative. But our Clerk makes scant or no 
information available about our elections. 
The Clerk received his performance bonus 
the last time I checked, but that perfor-
mance can’t possibly include encouraging 
engagement and making the necessary 
information available to the public.
Mark Elliot
Beverly Hills 

“Beverly Hills may not be ready for 
pilot bicycle routes” [Issue #667]

As a resident of Beverly Hills, I hope 
that safe bicycling with routes that serve 
the best interests of everyone becomes a 
reality very soon. There are concerns and 
issues still up in the air, but since we are 
in a great walkable city, there is no reason 
not to make it a great place for bikes as 
well.
George Vreeland Hill
Beverly Hills

letters cont. from page 2



At a time when the City of Beverly Hills 
is stepping up its efforts to preserve histori-
cally significant structures, the BHUSD has 
proposed construction plans that will demol-
ish significant portions of Hawthorne, the 
district’s oldest school.

Last February, the Board of Education 
directed staff to move forward with Measure E 
plans for the campus labeled Option 6, which 
would preserve the façade along Rexford, the 
courtyard and the tower, but the rest of the 
campus would be demolished, including the 
1921-constructed auditorium. The auditorium 
would be re-built as a single-story structure.

Option 6 also includes a basketball gymna-
sium, one level of subterranean parking and 
900-square-foot classrooms.

Approximately five months later, a new 
concept has emerged, Option 7, which would 
also demolish the north and south wings of the 
campus, but would preserve the exteriors of 
Building Group A, the structures surrounding 
the courtyard, including the auditorium. 

The Board of Education is expected to 
review both options at a study session next 
Wednesday, July 25 in the district office 
boardroom at 4 p.m.

The future of Hawthorne is uncertain, as 
the Facilities Advisory Committee has pointed 
out the preservation option is estimated at 
approximately $3.5 million more than Option 
6, which has been estimated at $73 million. 
Both options include a gymnasium instead 
of a multipurpose room and approximately 
50 underground parking spaces, which were 
estimated to cost about $9 million more than 
a previously presented option that did not 
include those items.

Adding to the uncertainty is the fact that 
the BHUSD does not currently have money 
in the bank to fund the Hawthorne project and 
the district has yet to decide on construction 
plans for Beverly High, El Rodeo and Beverly 
Vista.

***
At a City Council meeting last August, 

dozens of people urged councilmembers to 
act to stop the demolition of architect Richard 
Neutra’s Kronish House on Sunset Boulevard. 

The Los Angeles Conservancy became 
involved in the preservation campaign, which 
was launched by the architect’s son, Dion 
Neutra. By the time the meeting took place, 
hundreds of individuals had sent letters to City 
Councilmembers protesting the seemingly 
imminent demolition of the 7,000-square-foot 
home, even though it was within the property 
owners’ rights to apply for a demolition permit 
from the City. 

The City Council facilitated an agreement 

with the owners to hold off on demolition for 
approximately two months to allow time for a 
preservation-minded buyer to come forward or 
to make arrangements to move the home to a 
new location. Eventually, a buyer who intends 
to rehabilitate the home emerged.

At the same meeting, the City Council 
directed the Planning Commission to draft a 
historic preservation ordinance to establish 
a mechanism to prevent the demolition of 
potentially historic buildings without review. 
In January, the City Council approved the 
ordinance, which also established a Cultural 
Heritage Commission, led by Chair Noah 
Furie, to administer the program.

To qualify as historic landmarks, the ordi-
nance requires properties to meet a number of 
criteria, but school buildings, since they fall 
under the jurisdiction of separate governing 
body BHUSD, are not subject to the ordi-
nance. 

That means when making its decision, the 
Board of Education does not have to take into 
account that Ralph C. Flewelling, Building 
A’s architect, appears on the City’s recently 
approved list of master architects, or that 
Hawthorne is one of five schools within the 
BHUSD that make up a thematic district, as 
determined by the City of Beverly Hills in its 
1986 survey of historic resources.

“A loss of integrity to the Hawthorne school 
site would be detrimental to the overall group-
ing of properties,” Furie said.

Hawthorne, which first opened in 1914 as 
Beverly Hills Grammar School, pre-dates the 
unified school district. Over a century, the 
campus has gone through a series of altera-

tions and additions, but historical architect G. 
Taylor Louden says Building Group A, which 
was designed by Flewelling, has maintained 
its architectural integrity since it was built in 
1929. Flewelling is the architect of the 1933-
constructed Beverly Hills Post Office, which 
is on the National Register of Historic Places. 
Hawthorne’s oldest existing building, the audi-
torium, was designed by T. Beverley Reim, Jr. 
and constructed in 1921. 

The Facilities Advisory Committee has been 
studying plans for Hawthorne for at least seven 
months and the Board of Education has had at 
least two public study sessions about proposed 
plans that call for major demolition, but public 
comment urging the board to preserve more of 
the Hawthorne campus has been minimal.

When asked why, at least so far, Hawthorne 
has attracted less public interest than the 
Neutra house, Vice Mayor John Mirisch, who 
attended Hawthorne and supports greater pres-
ervation of the school, said, “I think as infor-
mation gets out, people within our community 
are speaking up. I think there is a desire to try 
and preserve.”

As of Wednesday afternoon, the “Save 
Historic Hawthorne School” Facebook page 
started by Kimberly Reiss had attracted 125 
followers. The page urges followers to write 
letters to the Board of Education and comment 
at the upcoming meetings and study sessions 
to encourage the board to choose Option 7. 
On Tuesday night, Reiss said she was aware 
that 12 people had sent letters to the board in 
support of historic preservation, although none 
were read at the meeting.

Advice to conduct a historical review of 

the school did not go unheeded by the school 
board.

In March, the Board of Education approved 
a contract with Louden, a DLR Group consul-
tant, to conduct a historical assessment of the 
campus and ordered the preparation of a Draft 
Environmental Impact Report for both the 
Hawthorne and Horace Mann projects. Part of 
the EIR process involves evaluating the exist-
ing structure’s historic resources.

DLR Group is the architecture firm BHUSD 
has retained to design plans for Hawthorne and 
Beverly High.

Based on Louden’s historical assessment, 
DLR Group designed Option 7, which would 
demolish the north and south wings of the 
campus but preserve the exteriors of Building 
Group A, the structures surrounding the court-
yard, which Louden described as “the heart 
of the campus,” including the auditorium. 
The interiors of the buildings are likely to be 
altered.

At an informal meeting last Thursday morn-
ing at Hawthorne, DLR Group, representatives 
of the Facilities Advisory Committee and 
BHUSD staff presented options 6 and 7 to 
stakeholders.

“The auditorium is what’s really driving the 
difference of the schemes,” Louden said.

Louden said his report states “the entirety of 
Building Group A was significant and it should 
be retained.” Building Group A is significant, 
Louden said, because of its overall composi-
tion featuring buildings of different volumes, 
and its materials. According to Louden the 
building group was constructed almost entirely 
of reinforced concrete, including the floors, 
ceilings, columns, walls and equipment tunnel 
under the structure.

Louden also highlighted the school’s main 
entrance through an archway into the court-
yard, which is surrounded by buildings of 
varying heights all the way to a “tall tower,” 
and the auditorium’s “pronounced ceremonial 
entrance” off the courtyard. The Spanish-colo-
nial-revival-style building has a “substantial 
amount of decorative detail,” including tile 
floors and light fixtures, Louden said.

“The notion of Building A is that you can’t 
afford to build a building to that degree of 
quality level today and it has superior aesthet-
ics, superior to even the later buildings [at 
Hawthorne] that don’t have the same level of 
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significance,” Louden said.
Louden said Flewelling designed some of 

the additions that were made in the 1930s, but 
they have been altered and do not maintain 
the architectural integrity like Building Group 
A has.

“I am pleased to see that the school district 
has instructed their architects to come up with 
the options,” Furie said. “Obviously from the 
intent of our ordinance to protect and preserve 
the character of our city, keeping the original 
cluster of buildings at Hawthorne would be my 
first choice.” 

At past study sessions, Chief Facilities 
Official Nelson Cayabyab and Facilities 
Advisory Committee Chair and former Mayor 
Ed Brown have argued the existing campus 
is not suited for the 21st-century “learning 
community” education concept promoted by 
the district’s master planning consultant Tracy 
Richter of DeJong-Richter. 

The concepts feature “learning neighbor-
hoods,” which group together classrooms in 
the same discipline or grade level and provide 
flexibility for rooms to open up into communi-
ty learning spaces that can be shared by teach-
ers. Cayabyab has said existing Hawthorne 
classrooms are “too small,” and modifying the 
existing campus to make larger classrooms 
would result in fewer total classrooms. DLR 
Group architect Virginia Marquardt said in 
February doing so would result in long, narrow 
classrooms that she said would not be ideal 
learning spaces.

Brown has pointed out inefficiencies that 
have resulted from adding on to Hawthorne’s 
north and south wings. At the January study 
session, Hawthorne Principal Kathy Schaeffer 
said flow of the campus is important, including 
grouping the middle-school classrooms togeth-
er and locating the library in a central area.

“Hawthorne has stairs going up and stairs 
going down and bathrooms in the wrong places 
and things that are not effective and efficient,” 
Brown said. “I think it’s a problem on the 
whole school campus. When you’re in the 
playground area, you have to walk downstairs 
to go to a bathroom.”

Regarding the auditorium’s accessibility, 
Brown told the Weekly in Issue #637 a new 
one-story auditorium would more easily com-
ply with ADA requirements than the existing 
two-story auditorium with a balcony.

Addressing the Board of Education Tuesday 
night, longtime Hawthorne teachers and mem-
bers of the site facilities committee Bob Bailey 
and Stephanie Lehrer spoke in support of 
maintaining Hawthorne’s architectural integ-
rity while meeting educational needs.

“It has seemed from the beginning there 
were two sides of the room,” Bailey said. “We 
educators listened and offered our opinions 
while the district listened and told us what we 
should consider for our own good, while not 
seemingly knowing exactly what that meant.”

Lehrer said she wants to trust the architects, 
but it has been difficult because of past “mod-
ernizations” she has seen at Beverly Vista and 
Hawthorne.

“Both times the architects told the teachers 
not to worry,” Lehrer said. “They said they 
knew what educators needed. Both times, 
in my opinion, have been epic failures with 
teachers getting less space and functionality in 
their classrooms in favor of the modern look of 
the future. Our teaching has suffered.” 

Last February, the school board agreed 
to move forward with Option 6, despite the 
Facilities Advisory Committee and Hawthorne 
site facilities committee’s recommendation of 
another concept, Option 5A, which would save 
$9 million because it did not include under-
ground parking and featured a multipurpose 
room instead of a gymnasium. 

According to Brown, cost is a drawback of 
Option 7 because preserving Building Group 
A adds approximately $3.5 million to the esti-
mated price tag. It also includes—like Option 
6—underground parking and a gymnasium.

The BHUSD currently does not have access 
to enough bond money to fund the Hawthorne 
project. Since the bond passed, only $72 mil-
lion from the $334-million bond has been 
issued. Last year, the board approved plans 
for Horace Mann, estimated at the time at $62 
million.

Due to ambitious property assessed value 
projections that have not been realized, the dis-
trict may not have access to the next $60-mil-
lion installment of bond funds until 2014 and 
access to the total $334 million until 2030.

To access bond funds earlier, the Board of 
Education has discussed raising the tax rate 
without consulting voters, despite the previous 
board’s promise to the community that exist-
ing taxes would not be increased due to the 
passage of the Measure E bond in November 
2008.

Brown said the funding issue might change 
the school board’s priorities in terms of which 
school campuses it focuses on first.

“What I’m trying to do is be practical and 
realize that we cannot do everything,” Brown 
said. “We’d like to do it, but we don’t have 
the money to do that and so we’ve got to do 
something that is best for the kids and will 
give them the best possible education and 
especially under the 21st-century initiative. 
We don’t want to lose sight of that.”

***
It remains to be seen if a compromise can 

be reached.
The Board of Education will meet next 

Wednesday afternoon for an update on the 
California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA)/EIR process for both Hawthorne and 
Horace Mann. At the study session, the board 
is expected to review both options.

“I’m hoping that a compromise option can 
be reached,” Furie said. “According to what 
the historical consultant [Louden] had men-
tioned at this meeting, the preservation of the 
façade of the auditorium is important for the 
overall integrity of the historic resources.”

Furie said retaining at least the auditorium’s 
façade would still preserve features includ-

ing the columns, the arches and the relation-
ship between the auditorium and the school’s 
entrance through an arch into the courtyard.

Lehrer spoke about aligning the concepts 
of historical preservation and educational rel-
evance.

“Let us continue the study sessions and take 
a very close look at ensuring Hawthorne’s 
architectural integrity is preserved for the next 
100 years while moving ahead into the future,” 
Lehrer said.

Mirisch said he sees Option 7 as a compro-
mise.

“Much of the school is going to be leveled 
and the less historical parts and I think most 
of us are ok with that,” Mirisch said. “We’re 
really talking about the historical core of the 
school and that’s Option 7, and that in and 
of itself is already a compromise because the 
parts of the school to the north and south of 
that, some of which themselves were designed 
by Flewelling, are going to be replaced.”

Regarding subterranean parking and gym-
nasium facilities, Mirisch said, “I’m not going 
to say that it’s something we absolutely do or 
we don’t need, but the point is, it shouldn’t be 
used as an excuse to tear down something that 
is the heart and soul of the campus. If they’re 
going to use a financial argument, I would talk 
about priorities, and those would not be priori-
ties for me.”

At the study session in January, Schaeffer 
said underground parking is “not an expense 
we need to have,” as long as the faculty and 
staff is still permitted to park in the alley 

and along Elevado Avenue, as they have for 
decades. 

Brown pointed out the Facilities Advisory 
Committee previously did not recommend 
including underground parking. Board member 
Lisa Korbatov and other colleagues insisted on 
including underground parking in the designs.

“It doesn’t affect the education that we’re 
giving to our kids if we don’t have it,” Brown 
said. “The teachers right now are parking on 
the street and they’re happy to park on the 
street.”

Brown said the proposed underground park-
ing would accommodate community use of the 
gymnasium.

“The parking they were talking about was 
50 parking spaces underneath the playground, 
but it just may not be possible to do that with 
the funds that are going to be available, and 
the school board has to get realistic about these 
things,” Brown said.

Calling Option 6 a “half-baked solution,” 
Mirisch said it does not do justice to the 
significance of Hawthorne’s courtyard and 
central area.

“It’s the heart and soul of the Hawthorne 
campus, and Hawthorne was the first school,” 
Mirisch said. “It wasn’t only built by a master 
architect, it’s [also] beautiful. It’s exactly the 
sort of thing that should be preserved for future 
generations.”

***
Although the BHUSD is not subject to the 

City’s historic preservation ordinance, Furie 
said the Cultural Heritage Commission has 
offered to take a look at Hawthorne in terms of 
historical significance, but the BHUSD has not 
responded in any formal way.

The Los Angeles Conservancy has also 
offered its assistance.

“We have worked with numerous projects 
involving historic school buildings and can 
offer assistance and help as the district evalu-
ates various options, including the rehabilita-
tion and reuse of the existing historic campus,” 
Director of Advocacy Adrian Scott Fine wrote 
in a letter to then-Assistant Superintendent of 
Business Services Alex Cherniss in March. “In 
our experience, historic school buildings and 
campuses can provide a place to educate our 
children that also serve as important anchors 
that help define and sustain our communi-
ties.”

Fine suggested looking into guidelines pre-
pared by the Division of the State Architect, 
which reviews public-school construction plans 
in California, called “Rehabilitation of Existing 
Non-Conforming Buildings For Public School 
and California Community College Use” that 
provide some code flexibility in updating 
campuses.

“When the majority of the campus is being 
re-built, the original cluster, the A buildings, 
represent our past and our incredible historic 
resources,” Furie said. “The fact that it will 
cost more to keep them should not be a reason 
to tear them down. The idea is that many proj-
ects combine the old with the new to preserve 
the character of an institution or a property.”

BHUSD Chief Facilities Official Nelson 
Cayabyab and DLR Group principal architect 
Brett Hobza did not return phone calls from 
the Weekly.

Existing Hawthorne campus. Under Option 6, only a small part of Building A and 
the courtyard would be preserved. Under Option 7, the exterior of Building A and the 
courtyard would be preserved

“The notion of Building A is that 
you can’t afford to build a building 
to that degree of quality level today 

and it has superior aesthetics.”
-- G. Taylor Louden



Beverly Hills Weekly receives the 
information that appears below from the 
Beverly Hills Police Department. This 
information is released each week to the 
public. We assume no responsibility for 
any errors or omissions in the Detention 
and Arrest Summary.

WILLIAM AUSTIN, 53, of Los 
Angeles, arrested on 7/8/2012 for public 
intoxication.

ARTHUR DELUCIA, 48, of Los 
Angeles, arrested on 7/7/2012 for inde-
cent exposure.

JOHN WESLEY JERMYN, 60, of Los 
Angeles, arrested on 7/7/2012 for leaving 
personal property in public place.

KEITH LASHAY SMITH, 27, of Los 
Angeles, arrested on 7/6/2012 for rob-
bery.

KDE KRIZIA DEMESA, 24, of Los 
Angeles, arrested on 7/6/2012 for theft 
of vehicle or driving or taking a vehicle 
without owner consent. 

CARLOS PRADO, 27, of Burbank, 
arrested on 7/6/2012 for outside felony 
warrant.

STEVEN JEREMY ROSS, 38, of 
Venice, arrested on 7/6/2012 for outsi-
de misdemeanor warrant and resisting, 
delaying or obstructing any public offi-
cer, peace officer or emergency medical 
technician.

JOSE LUCAS, 32, of Los Angeles, 
arrested on 7/6/2012 for public intoxica-
tion.

VICTOR LARA, 37, of Los Angeles, 
arrested on 7/5/2012 for burglary–resi-
dential.

JOHN WESLEY JERMYN, 60, of Los 
Angeles, arrested on 7/5/2012 for unlaw-
ful camping.

CHRISTOPHER LEROY CLARK, 46, 
of Inglewood, arrested on 7/5/2012 for 
outside misdemeanor warrant and BHPD 
bench warrant–misdemeanor.

ROJELIO GARCIA, 30, of Bell, arres-
ted on 7/4/2012 for possession of meth/
etc., possession of marijuana/hashish; 
possession of burglary tools.

JONATHAN EDWARD BERNAL, 
34, of Los Angeles, arrested on 7/3/2012 
for possession of meth/etc., possession 
of marijuana/hashish, and possession of 
drug paraphernalia.

MICHAEL STEVEN PORET, 58, of 
Encino, arrested on 7/3/2012 for pos-
session of writing pen knife; possession 
of shuriken; possession of metal knuc-
kles; carrying a switchblade knife upon 
their person; possession of marijuana 
while driving a motor vehicle; vanda-
lism–amount of defacement, damage or 
destruction is $400 or more; possession 
of burglary tools; and possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

DAVID ARMANDO LOPEZ, 25, of 
Lynwood, arrested on 7/1/2012 for hit/run 
misdemeanor and driving while intoxi-
cated.

AMBER NICOLE IRISH, 31, of Los 
Angeles, arrested on 6/30/2012 for bat-

tery against person defendant had dating, 
engagement, marriage or domestic rela-
tionship.

IGNACIO M. ZARAGOZA, 40, of 
Los Angeles, arrested on 6/30/2012 for 
driving while intoxicated.

MICHELE LOUIS MCCARRON, 41, 
of Hollywood, arrested on 6/29/2012 for 
driving with a suspended license and for 
driving while intoxicated.

SHANTELLE GEEVAN KOONAR, 
32, of Richmond, British Columbia, arres-
ted on 6/29/2012 for public intoxication.

FRANK KLEIN, 33, of North 
Hollywood, arrested on 6/28/2012 for 
receiving stolen property.

LARNELLE QUENTIN FOSTER, 31, 
of Los Angeles, arrested on 6/28/2012 for 
driving while intoxicated.

MARIO DAVID VACCHIO, 29, of 
Everett, Wash., arrested on 6/28/2012 for 
vandalism–amount of defacement, dama-
ge or destruction is less than $400; and 
battery–use of force of violence upon 
another.

JONATHAN CHARLES QUILL, 30, 
of Everett, Wash., arrested on 6/28/2012 
for vandalism–amount of defacement, 
damage or destruction is $400 or more.

ELIZABETH COFFIN, 32, of Beverly 
Hills, arrested on 6/27/2012 for court 
order violations: civil code and code of 
civil procedure.

SERGIO DANILO VILLARREYNA 
TALAVERA, 33, of Los Angeles, arres-
ted on 6/27/2012 for driving without a 
license.

NICHOLAS L. HEANEY, 37, of 
Beverly Hills, arrested on 6/26/2012 for 
possession of controlled substance wit-
hout prescription and possession of meth/

etc.
EMILY MEGAN MULLER, 28, of 

Beverly Hills, arrested on 6/26/2012 for 
send/sell/etc. obscene matter depicting 
person under the age of 18; and lewd and 
lascivious act with person under 14 years 
of age.

TODD WHITNEY VIGIL, 48, of 
Beverly Hills, arrested on 6/25/2012 for 
assault–domestic violence/inflicting cor-
poral injury (spouse or cohabitant).

ALEXANDER RYAN WILLIAMS, 
22, of Los Angeles, arrested on 6/25/2012 
for forgery: false checks/records/certifi-
cates.

GENA BETH OPPENHEIM, 25, of 
Santa Monica, arrested on 6/2/2012 for 
driving while intoxicated.

SHENGQIAN QIAN FU, 44, of 
Beverly Hills, arrested on 6/1/2012 for 
assault-domestic violence/inflicting cor-
poral injury (spouse or cohabitant abuse).

KRISTHY MORALES, 27, of Burbank, 
arrested on 6/2/2012 for driving while 
intoxicated.

GUSTAVE HAVEN REININGER, 27, 
of Pacific Palisades, arrested on 6/1/2012 
for driving while intoxicated and for dri-
ving with a suspended license.

ANI TIGRANOVNA KOCHARYAN, 
23, of Glendale, arrested on 5/31/2012 
for soliciting or engaging in any act of 
prostitution.

CARLOS ROMERO, 47, of Paramount, 
arrested on 5/31/2012 for driving while 
intoxicated.

KENDALL CRAIG FARRIS, 50, of 
Marina del Rey, arrested on 5/30/2012 for 
commercial burglary; obtaining or using 
personal ID information without authori-
zation; and forgery.
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Back row, left to right: Counselor Jasmine Mejia, Clement Murphy, Ammar Sindi, 
Walker Egloff, Madison Graham, Leah Acoca, Rec. Leader Justin Smith, Ruby 
Egloff, Adele Murphy, Noam Emerson-Fleming, Elijah Imani, Natalia Cohen, 
Rec Leader Devi Veysey. Second row: Volunteer Kyra Lindsay, Cassidy Cooper-
Dinwiddie,  Sean Coffey, Shiraz Shikuri, Tyler Lawrence, Michael Artzyeli, Lila 
Emerson-Fleming, Daniela Artzyeli, Samantha Graham, Adam Davis, Allison Davis. 
Front row: Josephine Ferro, Alix Bodden, Isabella Michaels, Isabella Murray,  
Sadie Ware, Owen Bunn, Yonah Acoca, Parsa Farnad, Sarah Sindi, Beverly Hills 
Police Officer Finn Mcclafferty with K-9 Max

Beverly Hills campers meet K-9 hero
To celebrate Superhero Week at Camp Beverly Hills at La Cienega Park, campers 

received a special visit Tuesday from Beverly Hills Police Officer Finn McClafferty 
and his K-9 German Shepherd partner, Max. Officer McClafferty explained to camp-
ers the special duties that Max performs on the job, including detecting bombs and 
finding suspects.
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Front row, left to right: Linda Spiegel, John Rubiner, Dee Miller Siegel, Marc 
Staenberg, Lawrence Jacobson, Steve Raucher, Stacy Phillips. Back row: 
Laurence Goldman, Chris Bradford, Nancy Knupfer, Barry Shanley, Michelle B. 
Friend

Beverly Hills Bar Association celebrates 80th 
anniversary in the park

The Beverly Hills Bar Association celebrated its 80th Anniversary and move 
into its new office space June 27 with a party in Beverly Canon Gardens and a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony in its new facility on Wilshire Boulevard at Canon Drive.
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