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brief

Media Teacher's Leave
Sparks Debate Over

Censorship

The indefinite administrative leave of
Romeo Carey, a long-time media teach-
er and director of the KBEV broadcasting
program at Beverly High, has ignited dis-
cussion within the school district and the
community about free speech rights versus
the concerns of the administration.

Carey, who
is the son of
the prolific late
character actor
Timothy Car-
ey, was hired at
Beverly High
in 2005 to suc-
ceed longtime
KBEV media
director (1970-
2005)  Dusty
Stiles, after
whom the stu-

Romeo Carey

dio facility is named.

Many public comments were made in
support of the reinstatement of Carey, at
Tuesday's Board of Education meeting.

The controversy stems from an incident
involving a segment produced by Carey’s
students that criticized the behavior of a
district administrator. The segment, aired

on the district’s KBEV YouTube channel,
alleged inappropriate and aggressive be-
havior by Director of Safety Mark Mead,
who had reportedly faced previous com-
plaints from staff. Shortly after the segment
aired, Carey was placed on administrative
leave.

Students expressed concern and outrage
over the incident, where they claim Mead
allegedly used excessive force by choking
a student during election demonstrations at
Beverly High.

His supporters argue that his administra-
tive leave, which has now extended beyond
six weeks, is a response to his refusal to
compromise journalistic integrity and his
defense of students’ free expression under
Educational Code 48907, which was in-
tended to protect student journalists from
censorship.

"I agree that this is a violation of Educa-
tion Code section 48907. I don’t see any-
thing in the video that was obscene, libel-
ous, slanderous, or that would constitute
incitement to a clear or present danger—
those being the only exceptions to the free
speech rights of public school students. Any
employee disciplined for upholding the
propriety of that video would seem to have
a valid claim against the school district for
violating that education code section,” First
Amendment Attorney Douglas Mirell said.

Mirell is not representing anyone in the
case.

Supporters argue that his leadership and
mentorship are irreplaceable, citing his role
in the success of KBEV and its students’
achievements in statewide and national
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WIZO California Board Members Dianna Mannheim Sternberg,
Laura Stein, Sheila Mirharooni, Deborah Harris

WIZO Holds Screening Of Beyond October 7th

On January 20, WIZO California hosted a sold-out screening of the documentary
Beyond October 7th, shedding light on the impact of the October 7th tragedy. The
evening featured a Q&A session with Israeli director Jasmine Kainy, led by Board
Member July Hodara Sultan. WIZO (Women’s International Zionist Organization)
is a global nonprofit dedicated to improving the lives of women, children, and youth
in Israel through education, social welfare initiatives, and community support. Ster-
nberg is also a 1994 Beverly High graduate and Harris is a 1992 graduate.

competitions.

"If this discipline is being imposed solely
for posting the YouTube video, that consti-
tutes a violation of Education Code section
48907. The section states that an employee
shall not be dismissed, suspended, disci-
plined, reassigned, transferred, or otherwise

retaliated against solely for protecting a stu-
dent engaged in conduct authorized under
the section, which in this case is simply
students speaking their minds,” Mirell said.

Carey has led the broadcasting program
for years, helped the program achieve sev-
eral accolades, including being ranked #1
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