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FIRE HAZARD SEVERITY
ZONE MAP OUTREACH MEETINGS

WEDNESDAY, MAY 28 | MONDAY, JUNE 9
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm

City Hall Municipal Gallery
455 Rexford Drive, Beverly Hills, CA 90210

To determine the Fire Hazard Severity Zone of your property,
you can search by address at: osfm.fire.ca.gov/fhsz.

For questions specific to Beverly Hills, please send an emaill
to: firemaps @beverlyhills.org.

45018

6-MONTH CD

Grand Opening Special

Visit our new Beverly Hills branch at 225 N Beverly Drive
to take advantage of this exclusive offer.

New Money Only | $500 minimum deposit | Offer available at this location only.

Learn more at valley.com/beverlyhills

> Valley

BANK

Advertised annual percentage yield is accurate as of 05/01/2025. Minimum deposit of $500 is required to obtain the advertised annual percentage yield, and CD must be opened with a new money deposit. A new money
deposit is defined as funds from an external funding source that are not presently on deposit in any other Valley account. CD cannot be opened online and must be opened in the Beverly Hills branch location. If the CD is
fully or partially redeemed prior to the maturity date, an early withdrawal penalty may be imposed, which could reduce principal and/or earnings. Offer may be withdrawn or modified without prior notice. Please see the
account agreement, product disclosure, and applicable schedule of fees for additional terms and conditions. © 2025 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. Equal Opportunity Lender. All Rights Reserved. VLY11203
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Great Elephant Migration Art
Exhibition Approved for July

2025 in Beverly Gardens Park

The Beverly Hills City Council has ap-
proved the installation of the Great Elephant
Migration art exhibition in Beverly Gardens
Park this coming July, at its Tuesday meet-
ing.

The exhibit will feature life-sized ele-
phant sculptures and serve as the final U.S.
destination in a national tour that began in
Newport, Rhode Island in 2024.

Elephant Family USA is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit focused on conserving Asian el-
ephants and their habitats. The Great Ele-
phant Migration is a global traveling envi-
ronmental art campaign designed to raise
awareness and support for the coexistence
of wildlife and the indigenous communities
who live alongside them. Each sculpture is
constructed using Lantana camara, an inva-
sive weed in India, and represents real el-
ephants from calves to full-grown tuskers.

The Beverly Hills exhibition is scheduled
to be on public display from July 1 through
August 1. Installation will begin on June 25,
with de-installation commencing on August
2 and full removal completed within sever-
al days. The exhibit will span six blocks of
Beverly Gardens Park and include a kickoff
event at the Wallis Annenberg Center for the
Performing Arts on June 27.

District Reverses Course on
Bell Schedule Change

In response to community pushback,
BHUSD has decided not to move forward
with proposed changes to the Beverly High
bell schedule for the 2025-26 school year.

At the May 13 Board of Education meet-
ing, several speakers, including numerous
students, voiced concerns about a plan to
replace the current block schedule with a
traditional six-period day.

A Change.org petition opposing the
schedule change had gathered more than
755 signatures at the time of the meeting.

The current block schedule features lon-
ger class periods that alternate every other
day. Supporters of the existing model said
it allows for more instructional time per
class and offers students additional time
after school for extracurricular activities,
jobs, or rest. Some concerns raised about
the proposed change included the possibil-
ity of increased daily workload, reduced in-
structional time per class, and the potential
removal of office hours.

Superintendent Alex Cherniss addressed
the issue in a letter sent to the school com-
munity. He noted that while there are edu-
cational benefits to both scheduling models,
the district had decided not to implement
any changes for the upcoming school year.

“There are many benefits to moving to a
traditional schedule, including allowing for
core academic courses like mathematics
and english to be taught daily for students.
There are also benefits to a block schedule,
including the allowance for more instruc-
tional time for some classes that require labs
or project-based learning," he wrote.

President Umar Javed.

across the state.”
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Former Assemblymember Richard Katz (D-Sylmar), Mayor Sharona
Nazarian, Marc Carrel, Cliff Gladstein, and WattEV Co Founder and

Breathe Southern California Hosts Breath of Life Awards

On May 13, Breathe Southern California held its Breath of Life Awards at the SLS
Hotel in Beverly Hills. The event recognized individuals and organizations involved
in clean air, lung health, and environmental efforts across California. Awards were
presented to Richard Katz, Cliff Gladstein, WattEV, and the City of Beverly Hills.

“This evening is a celebration of the incredible work our honorees are doing to drive
change in environmental and lung health,” said Marc Carrel, CEO of Breathe South-
ern California. “Each of them exemplifies the kind of leadership and innovation that
are essential to building healthier communities and advancing clean air initiatives

Cherniss  added that
teacher survey results at
Beverly High showed an
even split, with 50% in fa-
vor of a traditional schedule
and 50% preferring to keep
the current block model.

“After surveying our
teachers at Beverly Hills
HS (50% wanting tradi-
tional and 50% wanting the
current block schedule) and
listening to many students,
parents and community
members, we have come to
the conclusion that shifting
to a block schedule is not
going to happen at this time
and there will be no chang-
es to the current Bell sched-
ule for the 25-26 school
year,” Cherniss wrote.

There will also be no bell
schedule changes for Bev-
erly Vista next year.

BHUSD Launches
Social Media
Series Linking
Students with
Alumni in Shared
Career Fields

The BHUSD has
launched a new social me-
dia series that pairs current
students with alumni who
work in fields the students
are interested in pursuing.

Chloe Sabbah and Carolyn Kangavari

United Hatzalah LA Young
Leadership Celebration Raises $80K

for Israel

Last Thursday, over 500 attendees gathered at the
Sheats-Goldstein Residence Club James for United
Hatzalah’s Young Leadership Yom Ha’atzmaut event,
marking Israel’s 77th Independence Day. The gather-
ing, organized by the United Hatzalah Young Leader-
ship team, included entertainment by DJ Nathan of Liv
Entertainment and comedian Elon Gold as emcee. The
event raised more than $80,000 for emergency medical
services in Israel.

“It’s an honor to be a part of United Hatzalah and bring
such incredible events to Los Angeles. Saving lives in
Israel is the most important cause, and we’re grateful
for everyone who continues to show up and partner
with us in this community,” said Adam Mahboubi, co-
chair of the event.

The series, produced by
the BHUSD Communications Department,
aims to foster connections between students
and former graduates through conversations
centered on shared career paths. Each epi-
sode features a student and an alum discuss-
ing professional experiences and advice.

The videos are scheduled to premiere on
BHUSD’s official social media platforms.
The first installment features Beverly
High student Gunnar Walmsley and 2006
graduate Antonia Carlotta, a film histo-
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rian and the niece of Universal Studios
co-founder Carl Laemmle.

Antonia Carlotta and Gunnar
Walmsley

“I would like to thank the Mayor, City
Council, our devoted City staff and this
incredible community for allowing me the
privilege to serve for all these years,” said
Hunt-Coffey. “It’s been an honor to repre-
sent you, and I will always cherish my time
in Beverly Hills.”

The City Council is expected to discuss
selecting a new City Manager at an upcom-
ing meeting.

BHUSD Elementary Art
Show Displayed at Beverly

Hills Public Library

From May 6 to May 16, the BHUSD held
the Elementary Art Show at the Beverly
Hills Public Library. The exhibit featured
artwork created by students from El Rodeo
and Horace Mann Elementary schools.

The displayed pieces included a variety
of styles such as abstract paintings, self-por-
traits, and mixed media projects. The exhi-

“By  spotlighting
shared passions across
generations, this se-
ries captures what
makes BHUSD truly
exceptional, students
who dream big and
alumni who’ve paved
the way,” said Colby
Gilardian, BHUSD
Communications Me-
dia Specialist. “It’s
about seeing yourself
in someone who once

walked your same
halls.”

Alumni interested
in being featured are invited to email alum-
ni@bhusd.org to get involved.

City Manager Nancy Hunt-
Coffey to Retire in June 2026

After more than 35 years in public em-
ployment, Beverly Hills City Manager
Nancy Hunt-Coffey has announced her in-
tention to retire in June 2026.

Hunt-Coffey joined Beverly Hills in 2008
as Assistant Di-
rector of Com-
munity Services
after working in
Glendale. She
|| advanced to Di-
rector of Com-
munity Ser-
vices in 2016,
overseeing
several city de-
partments, and
was appointed
Assistant  City
Manager in 2019. In 2023, she was named
City Manager.

RETIRED COUPLE

HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*
V.L.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

principal (818) 248-0000 sroker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073  CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217
Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates, points & fees than conventional discount loans

Ariela Davoodpour, Dalia Delrahim, Ella Furuya

bition was organized under the direction of
El Rodeo art teacher Elizabeth Federman
and Horace Mann art teacher Tiffany Gra-
ham.

“It was amazing to see both of our ele-
mentary schools come together to celebrate
our incredible artists,” said Board Vice Pres-
ident Judy Manoucheri. “From floor to ceil-
ing, our students’ art filled the library with
color and creativity, which reflects BHU-
SD’s commitment to arts education.”

Beverly Hills Considers
Ban on Synthetic Turf in
Residential Front Yards

The Beverly Hills Planning Commission
is expected to discuss a draft ordinance pro-
posing new restrictions on synthetic turf
installations in residential front yards, at its
Thursday meeting.

The proposed amendments would prohib-
it future installations and establish a 15-year
deadline for the removal of existing synthet-
ic turf in these areas.

The proposal follows the passage of Sen-

Harper Cherniss, Superintendent Alex Cherniss, Leo Cherniss, Beverly
High PTSA Co-President Jenn Pederson

Students Exhibit Artwork at Beverly Hills Art Show
BHUSD participated in this year’s Beverly Hills Art Show, held at Beverly Gardens
Park over the weekend. The district hosted a booth featuring artwork created by
students from transitional kindergarten through 12th grade.

Work from students across all four BHUSD schools—Beverly Hills High School,
Beverly Vista Middle School, EI Rodeo Elementary, and Horace Mann Elemen-
tary—was on display. Pieces included a range of visual media such as paintings,

drawings, and mixed media.

“It was inspiring to see our students’ creativity on display in the heart of our city,”
said Superintendent Alex Cherniss. “Events like this highlight the strong partnership
between our schools and the broader Beverly Hills community.”

Councilmember Mary Wells, John Hanover, Board of Education Presi-

dent Rachelle Marcus

Horace Mann Elementary Hosts Annual Spring Carnival
Horace Mann Elementary School held its annual spring carnival on campus on May

18.

“Events like the Horace Mann Carnival remind us of the power of connection,” said
Superintendent Alex Cherniss. “When students, families, and staff come together
with joy and purpose, it strengthens the culture of our schools and creates lasting

memories that define the BHUSD experience.”

ate Bill 676, which went into effect on Jan-
uary 1,2024.
This state law restores local authority

PACIFIC TILE

to regulate or ban synthetic turf installa-
tions. In response, the Planning Commis-

sion reviewed the existing regulations

Le#1127655 and directed staff to prepare an ordinance
that reflects current priorities.

Kitchen & Bath Remodels | Historically, synthetic turf was prohib-

ited in residential front yards in Beverly

Stephanie Hills, permitted only in areas not visible

657-765-6751 from public rights-of-way. That changed

in 2015 when the City Council adopted
an ordinance amid a drought, allowing
synthetic turf in front yards as a wa-
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ter-saving measure. This move was further
supported by Assembly Bill 1164, which re-
quired cities to accommodate synthetic turf
during drought conditions.

Under the proposed ordinance, new syn-
thetic turf installations in required front
yards of both single-family and multi-fam-
ily residential zones would be prohibited.
The restriction would not apply to synthetic
turf installed in side or rear yards. Existing
bans on synthetic turf in parkways and pub-
lic rights-of-way would remain unchanged.

The ordinance would allow existing
synthetic turf in residential front yards to
remain for up to 15 years, provided it is



