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briefs
Great Elephant Migration 
Art Exhibition Now on 
Display in Beverly Gardens 
Park for July

The Great Elephant Migration art exhi-

bition is currently on display at Beverly 
Gardens Park throughout July. The exhib-
it, featuring 100 life-sized elephant sculp-
tures, marks the final stop of a national 
tour that began in Newport, Rhode Island 
in 2024.

“It’s so exciting to have Beverly Hills 
serve as the final stop on the elephants’ 
extraordinary journey across America,” 
said Mayor Sharona Nazarian. “The Great 
Elephant Migration is more than an art 
installation, it’s a powerful sign of unity, 
connecting us to the stories of wildlife and 
reminding us of our joint responsibility 
to protect our planet and wildlife. We’re 
proud to host this meaningful exhibition 
that illuminates our city’s values of envi-
ronmental stewardship, cultural appreci-
ation, and community connection. It will 
bring wonder, awareness, and a sense of 
meaning to our city.”

The sculptures, which represent real 
wild Indian elephants ranging from calves 
to full-grown tuskers, are constructed from 
Lantana camara, an invasive shrub from 
India. This material choice highlights the 
environmental issue of habitat loss caused 
by the spread of this plant, which displaces 
elephants in the wild.

Organized by Elephant Family USA, 
a nonprofit focused on the conservation 
of Asian elephants and their habitats, the 
Great Elephant Migration is an environ-
mental art campaign intended to raise 
awareness about the coexistence of wild-
life and local human communities. The 
exhibition spans six blocks of Beverly 
Gardens Park, with removal scheduled to 
start August 2.

The sculptures were transported along 
Santa Monica Boulevard, with the last 
three crossing a ceremonial finish line out-
side the Wallis Annenberg Center for the 
Performing Arts on June 27, where a kick-
off event was also held.

The Great Elephant Migration will be 
available for public viewing through Au-

gust 1. 

City Council Approves $4.67 
Million Agreement with CVB 

The City Council has approved a new 
agreement with the Beverly Hills Confer-
ence and Visitors Bureau (CVB) to pro-
mote the city for Fiscal Year 2025–2026, 
at its Tuesday meeting. 

Under the agreement, the city will al-
locate a total of $4,668,581 to the CVB 
to execute its annual work plan aimed at 
tourism promotion.

The approved funds will be used by the 
CVB to market Beverly Hills domestical-
ly and internationally as a premier destina-
tion for travel, shopping, and dining. The 
organization’s programs include a range 
of advertising, public relations, and digital 
outreach efforts. The CVB operates with a 
dedicated staff and a volunteer board com-
posed of local hotel general managers and 
community stakeholders.

In addition to the CVB funding, the 
$6.62 million marketing and tourism bud-
get will also support:

•Intellectual Property Legal Services: 
$100,000
•Rodeo Drive Committee: $184,998
•Chamber of Commerce initiatives: 
$153,730
•Rodeo Drive Landscaping: $30,000
•Concours D'Elegance 2026: $315,000
•Other events and contingencies, includ-
ing holiday décor: $1,171,120
The City Council also approved a 

$533,730 agreement with the Beverly 
Hills Chamber of Commerce and Civic 
Association to provide business attraction 
and retention services during Fiscal Year 
2025–2026. 

The agreement allows the chamber to 
continue its partnership with the city to 
deliver economic development services 
aimed at retaining existing businesses and 
attracting new ones. 

Diddy Avoids Major 
Charges—Richards Calls It a 
Win for the Defense

“Overall it was a big win for Mr. Combs 
as he beat the 
offer,” said 
Beverly Hills 
criminal de-
fense attorney 
Ronald Rich-
ards following 
the federal trial 
of Sean “Did-
dy” Combs.

Richards not-
ed that while 
Combs was 
convicted on 

lesser charges that carry prison time, these 
are significantly less severe than the origi-
nal allegations. 

“He also has years of civil suits to en-
dure. He was given no other option and 
overall this was a successful defense. The 
judge should order him released immedi-
ately,” Richards added. 

Combs, 55, was acquitted Wednesday of 
racketeering conspiracy and sex trafficking 
charges but found guilty of two counts of 
transportation for prostitution. The jury 
reached the verdict after three days of de-

liberations, clearing Combs of one rack-
eteering count and two sex trafficking 
charges involving force, fraud, or coercion.

The convicted transportation charges 
carry a potential prison sentence of up to 
10 years each. Prosecutors have stated they 
will seek the maximum 20 years combined.

City Council Moves Forward 
on Short-Term Rental Ban, 
Refers Historic Exemption to 
Planning Commission

The City Council advanced the proposed 

ordinance to prohibit short-term rentals in 
residential zones, which is set for a final 
vote at its July 15 meeting. The ordinance 
would amend the Beverly Hills Municipal 
Code to prohibit transient rentals in both 
single-family and multi-family residential 
areas, establishing a minimum lease term 
of one year for both housing types. 

Under the current draft, short-term rent-
als are defined as leases shorter than 12 
consecutive months in single-family zones 
and fewer than six months in multi-family 
zones. The ban would also apply to prop-

Chamber Hosts Summer Garden Party
The Beverly Hills Chamber of Commerce hosted its annual Summer Garden Party, 
bringing together local businesses, entrepreneurs, and professionals for an outdoor 
networking event. Attendees experienced food and drink tastings from area restau-
rants and exhibits from local businesses. The event also included the installation of 
the new Chair of the Board of Directors and a message from the incoming Chamber 
Chair. Bobbe Joy Dawson was also recognized for her service as the Chamber's 
Board of Directors Chair for the past year.

Cheryl Kagan, Bobbe Joy Dawson, Nedeh Ada Yang, Zohreh Tamjidi

Ronald Richards
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erties within the Mixed Use Overlay Zone 
and other zoning overlays. 

No just cause kicks in after 12 months 
on rentals. 

During the meeting, a motion was in-
troduced to refer the question of exemp-
tions for designated historic single-family 
homes to the Planning Commission. This 
referral effectively divides the legisla-
tive process into two: one focusing on the 
broader rental restrictions currently under 
review, and another dedicated to evaluating 
historic property exemptions. 

The Council voted to continue the or-
dinance and refer the historic exemption 
question to the Planning Commission in 
a 4–1 vote. Vice Mayor John Mirisch was 
the sole vote against.

Under the current rules, single-family 
homes can be rented short-term up to two 
times per year, and multi-family properties 
may be leased for 30 days or more. How-
ever, staff reported challenges in tracking 
violations and securing compliance. 

The Planning Commission first reviewed 
the proposed ordinance in 2024 and rec-
ommended adoption in a 3–2 vote, with 
opposition focused mainly on lease term 
requirements for multi-family housing. 
The Council was initially scheduled to take 
up the ordinance earlier this year but post-
poned consideration due to the temporary 
relaxation of short-term rental rules fol-
lowing the Los Angeles County Fires. That 
emergency ordinance, passed in January 
2025, expired in May.

Several members of the public, both in 
written submissions and in-person com-
ments, weighed in on the proposed short-
term rental ordinance. Some urged the City 
Council to include exemptions, such as al-
lowing designated historic landmark prop-
erties to offer short-term rentals to help 
cover maintenance costs. Others called for 
temporary exceptions during major events 
like the 2028 Olympics or proposed shorter 
minimum lease terms—ranging from three 
to six months—for single-family homes, 
citing ongoing housing demand and recent 
emergency events like the Los Angeles 
fires. While a number of speakers voiced 
support for the ordinance and its stricter 
regulations, others pushed for revisions, 
including maintaining a 30-day rental min-
imum and adding tougher penalties for vi-
olations.

City Working on Updates to 
Municipal Code on Parking 
Permits

On June 24, City Council Liaisons re-
viewed proposed updates to the Beverly 
Hills Municipal Code concerning resi-
dential parking permit programs, payment 
options, and permit classifications. These 
updates are pending final approval by the 
full City Council. 

The proposed changes aim to address 
recent state laws allowing developments 
to provide fewer on-site parking spaces 
than previously required. Under the draft 
ordinance, such developments would be 
restricted from participating in the City’s 
Preferential Parking Permit  and Overnight 
Parking Permit programs. Property owners 
would be required to notify residents of 
this restriction in writing.

For existing developments that become 

ineligible for permits, the 
proposal includes “freez-
ing” the number of permits 
issued to current residents. 
This would allow residents 
to keep their current per-
mits but prevent obtain-
ing additional permits for 
new vehicles or occupants. 
Once a lease turns over, 
that unit would no longer 
be eligible for permits.

Additional proposed up-
dates include transitioning 
to virtual parking permits 
verified by license plate rec-
ognition, expanding pay-
ment options through mo-
bile apps and pay-by-plate 
technology, and reflecting 
the transfer of parking en-
forcement responsibilities 
from Public Works to the 
Police Department.

Changes to specific per-
mit classes include:

•Class 1 Permits for City 
Council members, com-
missions, and executive staff would in-
corporate virtual permits, exemptions 
from payment at city-operated facilities, 
and require vehicles to display front and 
rear license plates.
•SP Permits for Beverly Hills Unified 
School District (BHUSD) executive staff 
would be updated to reflect completed 
parking structures and expanded parking 
privileges, including use of the City Hall 
parking facility.
•A new SP-1 Permit class would be cre-
ated for BHUSD Board Members and 
the Superintendent, offering expanded 
privileges similar to Class 1 permits.
The updates also propose revisions to 

departmental and position references due 
to recent reorganizations, repeal of outdat-
ed sections, and alignment of city code lan-
guage with state vehicle codes.

Staff reported no significant fiscal im-
pact is anticipated from these changes. The 
recommendations will be presented to the 
full City Council for formal consideration 
and final approval. 

Beverly Hills Police Arrest 
Four Suspects After Robbery-
Related Vehicle Pursuit

Beverly Hills Police Department officers 
arrested four individuals connected to a 
robbery reported in Huntington Park.

On June 24, at approximately 1:00 
PM, the Beverly Hills Police Department 
(BHPD) received an alert from its Auto-
mated License Plate Reader system regard-
ing a vehicle connected to the crime. 

Officers located the vehicle within city 
limits and attempted to initiate a traffic 
stop. The vehicle did not comply and a 
pursuit ensued. The suspect vehicle was 
disabled near Beverly Drive and Rexford 
Drive, after which four occupants fled on 
foot.

Police apprehended three suspects near-
by, while a coordinated search led to the 
arrest of the fourth individual in a nearby 
residential area.

No injuries were reported during the in-
cident. 

“This incident is another clear example 
of how our police officers acted swiftly and 
decisively, supported by our civilian pro-
fessional staff, to ensure the suspects were 
taken into custody without harm to the 
community,” said Chief Mark Stainbrook. 
“I am proud of our Department’s contin-
ued commitment to proactive policing and 
public safety.”

Smokin’ Cobras to Perform 
Tonight 

The city continues its Concerts on Cañon 
summer series on Thursday, July 3, with a 
performance by the Smokin’ Cobras. The 
concert is scheduled to begin at 6:00 p.m. 
and will be held at Beverly Cañon Gardens. 

The Smokin’ Cobras perform classic AM 
radio’s greatest hits from the 1950’s to the 
1980’s.  They perform hit songs from soul, 
to rock and pop, and back again. From 
Dodger Stadium to Japan, The Smokin’ 
Cobras have thrilled audiences at festivals, 
casinos, corporate functions and private 
events.  

The outdoor concert series is free and 
will continue weekly on Thursdays through 

August 25, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., 
with a 15-minute intermission. The series 
includes a variety of music genres such as 
classic rock, jazz, bossa nova, disco, coun-
try, and more. 

The remaining 2025 summer schedule 
includes:

City Hosts Pride Night Celebration at 
Concerts on Canon
The City held a Pride Night celebration on June 26 as 
part of its Concerts on Canon summer series, featuring 
The Funky Warhols performing 70s disco music in hon-
or of Pride Month. 

Board of Education member Mandy Stern and 
Mayor Sharona Nazarian 




