
briefs •  TV Host Knocked Down 
and Robbed in Beverly Hills Page 4

briefs •  Planning Commission to Review 
Objective Design Standards               Page 4

peter ostroff •  OBH Post-Mortem 
and Lessons Learned (Maybe)        Page 6

Issue 1352 • August 28 - September 3, 2025

cover story • page 7

Revised Plans Filed for Revised Plans Filed for 
26-Story Residential Tower 26-Story Residential Tower 

on Burton Wayon Burton Way



Page 2 • Beverly Hills Weekly

WHAT’S ON
YOUR MIND?
You can write us at:
140 South Beverly Drive 
#201
Beverly Hills, CA 90212

You can fax us at:
310.887.0789
email us at:
editor@bhweekly.com

Issue 1352 • August 28 - September 3, 2025
Beverly Hills Weekly Inc.

Founded: October 7, 1999
Published Thursdays

Delivered in Beverly HilIs, Beverlywood, Los Angeles
ISSN#1528-851X

www.bhweekly.com

Publisher & CEO
Josh E. Gross

Reporter
Danielle Berjikian

Sports Editor
Steven Herbert

Contributing Editor
Rudy Cole
(1925-2013)

Legal Advertising 
Mike Saghian
Eiman Matian

140 South Beverly Drive 
#201
Beverly Hills, CA 90212
310.887.0788 phone
310.887.0789 fax
CNPA Member

editor@bhweekly.com
All staff can be reached at:
first name @bhweekly.com
Unsolicited materials will not be returned.
©2025 Beverly Hills Weekly Inc.

1 year 
subscriptions are 

available.
Sent via US Mail

$75 payable
 in advance

Adjudicated as a 
newspaper of general 

circulation for the County 
of Los Angeles.  Case 

# BS065841 of the Los 
Angeles Superior Court, on 

November 30, 2000. 

Weekly
Beverly Hills

OUR DATA SPEAKS 
VOLUMES





Page 4 • Beverly Hills Weekly

letters cont. from page 3

TV Host Knocked Down and 
Robbed in Beverly Hills

Camille Anderson, television personal-
ity best known for hosting Selling Mega 
Mansions, says she was attacked and 
robbed while walking in Beverly Hills on 
Saturday night, according to KTLA 5.

Anderson told KTLA’s Kimberly 
Cheng that the incident occurred around 9 
p.m. while she and a friend were walking 
near Santa Monica Boulevard and Canon 
Drive after leaving a restaurant. She said 
two men approached her, attempted to 
grab her purse, and then knocked her to 
the ground when she resisted.

“They lunged at me and tried to take my 
purse,” Anderson told KTLA. “Because 
they didn’t get it on the first attempt, the 
person slammed me to the ground. All I 
could think was to start screaming.”

The suspects fled in a car but were 
quickly located by police after bystand-
ers called 911. Officers identified the sus-
pects as:

•	 Vlad Oganisyan, 23
•	 Razmik Papikyan, 25

City Council Congratulates New Traffic and Parking 
Commissioner Michael Karric
Newly appointed Traffic and Parking Commissioner Michael Karric is formally 
congratulated by the City Council and pictured with his family. Karric is a Senior 
Software Engineer at SysGit.

Beverly Hills Reads Draws Over 350 Attendees 
More than 350 people took part in the Beverly Hills Reads event on Sunday, August 24, at El Rodeo Elementary School. Beverly 
Hills Reads, first launched in 2023 by the Human Relations Commission, is a citywide literary program designed to promote 
reading and community engagement. 
This year’s event focused on Isola by author Allegra Goodman. Attendees were invited to read the book in advance and then par-
ticipate in a discussion with Goodman during the program. Goodman was featured in issue #1350.

BHUSD Assistant Superintendent Dustin Seemann, Vice Chair Rose Kaiserman, Chair Vered Elkouby Nisim, 
Board of Education President Rachelle Marcus, Councilmember Mary Wells, Commissioners Laura Margo, 
Noelle Batista and Pam Kraushaar, Superintendent Alex Cherniss, Author Allegra Goodman and Moderator 
Julie Goler

the the original project approval. 
Council members emphasized that the 

city would not be committed to issue the 
bonds until 2028 when the project would 
be substantially completed (4:27) and act-
ed as if their authorizing the bond indebt-
edness now would not created any obliga-
tion of the city to actually issue the bonds.  
But the city’s bond counsel stated that if 
the project were to be substantially com-
pleted and the city did not want to issue 
the bonds, the city could face litigation 
(3:58).  Further, the funding agreement re-
quires the city to issue and sell the bonds 
on p. 2 in the absence of any conditions.   

The pre-planned coup de grâce occurred 
when Mayor Sharona Nazarian asked the 
developer to   increase the $10 million 
city facilities payment to $15 million, 
and to increase the EMS fees (for emer-
gency medical service costs necessitated 
by the project) from 3% to 4% of condo 
sale prices (5:04), and he agreed.   These 
increases were intended to provide reason 
to overcome the strong opposition to the 
over half billion bond indebtedness. 

Some of our council members seemed 
to be motivated by an impractical wan-
nabe off-kilter obsession with luxury and 
“the Beverly Hills brand”.   And some 
residents were outraged by the use of 
the Mello-Roos bond procedure, which 
is ordinarily used for projects with over-
whelming public benefits, for a luxury 
project for the ultra wealthy. 

It appears to many residents that our 
city council and staff, in undertaking the 
extensive duties of the bond indebtedness, 
and the risks, unnecessarily, were working 
for the owners of One BH, and not the city 
and its residents. 
Darian Bojeaux 
Beverly Hills

briefs

•	 Grigoryan Vahagn, 45
Police also recovered Anderson’s purse 

from the getaway vehicle. The three men 
were later released on bond, and the case 
remains under investigation.

Anderson sustained cuts and bruises 
during the incident but was not seriously 
injured. She told KTLA she believes the 
robbery may have been a crime of oppor-
tunity, though she also questioned wheth-
er someone had been watching her before 
the attack.

Planning Commission to 
Review Objective Design 
Standards for Multi-Family 
Housing

The Planning Commission is set to con-
sider proposed Objective Design Stan-
dards for new multi-family housing proj-
ects that include deed-restricted affordable 
housing units, at its Thursday meeting. 

The resolution would establish Objec-
tive Design Standards covering topics 
such as building massing, privacy, land-
scaping, and materials. Projects that meet 
these standards would not be subject to the 
city’s discretionary architectural review 
process. The proposal is tied to Housing 
Element Program 12.1, which requires 
cities to streamline approvals for housing 
that complies with objective design re-
quirements.

The accompanying ordinance would 
amend multiple sections of the Bever-
ly Hills Municipal Code. Changes in-
clude updates to definitions, revisions to 
multi-family development regulations, 
and references to the new Objective De-
sign Standards in the zoning code. The 
draft ordinance would also clarify that 
multi-family buildings with existing non-
conforming density can be rebuilt to their 
current unit count, as required by state 
housing replacement rules. Minimum unit 
sizes would be reduced, and façade modu-

lation requirements simplified.
The draft standards were developed 

during 2024 and 2025 through study ses-
sions with the Planning Commission and 
the Architectural Design Commission, 
input from appointed ad hoc committees, 
and a listening session with local archi-
tects. Revisions were made following 
feedback regarding flexibility, privacy 
rules, and material requirements.

While the current proposal applies only 
to projects with affordable housing, city 
staff have indicated plans for a Phase 2 
that would extend objective design stan-
dards to all multi-family and mixed-use 
projects. The City Council has allocated 
$200,000 in the FY 2025–26 budget for 
this next phase, which is expected to be 
completed by the end of 2026.

If approved, the Planning Commis-
sion’s recommendation on the draft ordi-
nance and resolution will be forwarded to 

the City Council for further consideration.

Lionel Richie’s Beverly Hills 
Home Targeted in Burglary 
Attempt

Musician Lionel Richie’s Beverly Hills 
residence was the site of an attempted bur-
glary early Friday morning, according to a 
report from TMZ.

The Beverly Hills Police Department 
confirmed that officers responded to a call 
about a residential burglary shortly after 
midnight in the area where Richie owns a 
property. Police arrested 34-year-old Mi-
chael John Bond on suspicion of residen-
tial burglary. At this time, the Los Angeles 
County District Attorney’s Office has not 
filed formal charges.

Authorities say the investigation re-
mains ongoing. Detectives are reviewing 
security camera footage and other evi-
dence collected at the scene.


