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briefs
Beverly Hills Considers 
Paramedic Subscription 
Program to Offset 
Emergency Medical Costs

The City Council is moving forward 
with a proposal that would create a 
Paramedic Subscription Program (PSP) 
aimed at reducing the out-of-pocket ex-
penses residents face when using emer-
gency medical services.

Currently, bills for emergency med-
ical response from the Beverly Hills 
Fire Department can range from $150 to 
$4,000, depending on the type of care 
provided. Insurance coverage varies, 
and residents may still face significant 
costs due to deductibles, coverage gaps, 
or denied claims. Those without insur-
ance are billed the full amount. City 
staff noted that these expenses could 
discourage some residents from calling 
911 in an emergency.

The proposed subscription program 
would allow households to pay an an-
nual fee in exchange for having their 
out-of-pocket emergency medical costs 
waived within city limits. For insured 
participants, the city would accept what-
ever payment is provided by the insur-
ance company or Medicare as full pay-
ment. Those without insurance would 
receive a partial waiver based on the 
Medicare-approved rate. A safety net 
option would also allow residents who 
are not enrolled at the time of service to 
join the program after receiving a bill. 
By paying the subscription fee within 
30 days, their charges for that incident 
would be waived and coverage would 
continue for the remainder of the year.

Membership would apply to a house-
hold and immediate family members 
permanently living at the registered ad-
dress. While memberships would not 
transfer with the sale of a home, house-
holds moving within Beverly Hills 
could transfer their enrollment to their 
new address.

Similar programs have been estab-
lished in nearby cities. Huntington 
Beach created its “FireMed” program in 
1990, while Newport Beach operates a 
“Fire Medics” service. Both programs 
offer residents financial relief from 
emergency medical costs in exchange 
for an annual fee. Participation in those 
cities has grown over time, with roughly 
10 to 15 percent of households eventu-
ally enrolling.

The program would be administered 
by Wittman Enterprises LLC. The Fire 
Department outlined safeguards against 
misuse, noting that households making 
repeated non-emergency calls could be 
contacted and referred to alternative 
care options through a nurse practi-
tioner. Continued misuse could result 
in suspension or non-renewal of mem-
bership. Nurse practitioner services are 
not yet part of the proposal but may be 
added later once state billing approvals 
are finalized.

Planning Commission to 
Discuss Short-Term Rental 
Exemption for Historic 
Landmarked Homes

The Beverly Hills Planning Commis-
sion is scheduled to review a proposal on 
Thursday that would create an exemp-
tion to the city’s new short-term rent-
al regulations for historic landmarked 
properties located in single-family res-
idential zones.

On September 5, 2025, new rules went 
into effect prohibiting short-term rentals 
in both single-family and multi-family 
housing. The ordinance, adopted by the 
City Council in August, defines short-
term rentals as leases or subleases of 
fewer than 12 consecutive months and 
requires that all residential leases begin 
with a minimum one-year term. It also 
established fines for violations, includ-
ing penalties for advertising properties 
as short-term rentals.

During earlier deliberations, the City 
Council directed staff to prepare a sep-
arate draft ordinance addressing his-
toric landmarked homes. Supporters of 
the idea said such an exemption could 
help property owners manage the costs 
of maintaining historic buildings, while 
still limiting overall short-term rental 
activity in the city.

The draft ordinance prepared for the 
Planning Commission’s September 11 
meeting would permit short-term rentals 
at landmarked properties in single-fam-
ily zones only under certain conditions. 
Rentals would be restricted to acces-
sory structures such as guest houses or 
accessory dwelling units, and proper-
ty owners would be required to reside 
on-site during the stay. The draft sets a 
two-night minimum stay, though com-
missioners may consider extending that 
requirement.

At a September 3 meeting, the Cultur-
al Heritage Commission reviewed the 
proposal and provided split feedback. 
Some members supported the measure 
as a preservation incentive, while oth-
ers raised concerns about potential im-
pacts on neighboring properties, fair-
ness to non-landmarked homeowners, 
and possible wear on historic structures. 
Suggestions included extending the 
minimum rental period to five days or 
longer, or capping the total number of 
short-term rentals per year.

Beverly Hills Considers 
Relaunch of Handy Worker 
Program to Support 
Housing Improvements

The City of Beverly Hills is moving 
forward with a proposal to relaunch its 
Handy Worker Program, a housing as-
sistance initiative that was suspended 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
program, previously known as the Res-
idential Rehabilitation Program, aims 
to help preserve existing housing stock 
and support residents—particularly se-
niors and people with disabilities—by 
funding minor home improvements re-
lated to health, safety, and accessibility.

The Handy Worker Program is de-
signed to help lower-income households 

in multi-family housing make small im-
provements that can enhance indepen-
dent living and aging in place. Senior 
households, defined as those including 
at least one resident aged 62 or older, 
would receive priority.

To qualify, applicants must fall with-
in state-defined low-income limits for 
Los Angeles County or be enrolled in 
existing state assistance programs. They 
must also be listed on the lease, main-
tain renter’s insurance if required, and 
have occupied their unit for at least one 
year.

The maximum household income for 
participation ranges from $84,850 for 
a single-person household to $159,950 
for an eight-person household, based 
on 2025 figures from the California De-
partment of Housing and Community 
Development.

Covered improvements would focus 
on accessibility and safety modifica-
tions not already required under lease 
agreements or local housing codes. Ex-
amples include wheelchair ramps, grab 
bars, flashing or video-enabled alarms, 
lowered countertops, widened door-
ways, bathtub conversion kits, and im-
proved lighting.

Repairs addressing code enforcement 
violations or habitability issues required 
under existing law would not qualify. 
Work on common areas would only be 
eligible if directly connected to an indi-
vidual unit, such as installing a wheel-
chair ramp leading to that residence.

Applicants would apply for pre-ap-

proval by submitting income documen-
tation, a description of proposed repairs, 
and landlord consent. Funding would 
be distributed on a reimbursement ba-
sis after work is completed, with a cap 
of $1,000 per household. Applications 
would be processed on a first-come, 
first-served basis, with seniors given 
priority.

For the first year, staff has requested 
$5,000 from the Affordable Housing 
Fund to cover reimbursements. No ap-
plication fees would be charged, and 
future funding would be determined 
through the annual budget process based 
on participation and demand.

Fine Arts Theatre to Host 
4K Screening of Citizen 
Kane

The Fine Arts Theatre in Beverly Hills 
will present a special screening of Or-
son Welles’s Citizen Kane on Wednes-
day, October 8, at 7:30 p.m. The pro-
gram, titled “Wednesday with Welles,” 
will feature the 1941 classic projected 
in 4K using laser technology.

Filmmaker Stanley Sheff, who col-
laborated with Welles on the unfinished 
television project The Orson Welles 
Show, will host the evening. Sheff is ex-
pected to introduce the film with stories 
from his time working with the director 
and take part in a question-and-answer 
session following the screening.

Released by RKO Pictures, Citizen 
Kane marked Welles’s feature-length 
debut and has often been cited by critics 

Beverly High Hosts Annual Back to School Night
Beverly High held its annual Back to School Night on September 2, inviting parents 
to visit campus and learn more about the academic year ahead.
During the event, families followed their students’ daily schedules, met with teach-
ers, and heard presentations about course content, expectations, and available sup-
port services. The evening also highlighted a range of programs, from academic 
courses to arts, athletics, and extracurricular activities.
“Back to School Night is an important reminder that education is a shared journey,” 
said Alex Cherniss, Superintendent of the Beverly Hills Unified School District. 
“When parents, educators, and students work together, we create the foundation 
for Educational Excellence and ensure every learner is supported and empowered.”
School officials said the event was intended to give families a clearer understanding 
of the resources available to students and the opportunities offered throughout the 
year.
“At BHHS, we believe in living each day with intention, academically, socially, 
and emotionally,” Principal Loan Srisraka  said. “Back to School Night allows us 
to strengthen the connections that make that possible and set the tone for a positive, 
productive year.”

Tina Wiener, Jenn Pedersen, Kim Decatrel, Superintendent Alex 
Cherniss, Kristi Bond, Shannon Kobielusz, Loan Sriruksa










