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We’re building better transit from 
DTLA to the Westside.

D LINE SUBWAY EXTENSION PROJECT 
Section 1 – Beverly Hills

September Updates
Work continues on the station plaza while civil work 
continues on the south side of Wilshire Bl. Two lanes of 
traffic in each direction maintained during peak hours.
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Mayor Highlights Local Businesses 
Mayor Sharona Nazarian visited local businesses as part of her spotlight initiative 
in partnership with the Beverly Hills Chamber of Commerce. Members of the com-
munity joined the event on Wednesday, September 10, which featured Pompadour, 
Le Reve Beauty Lounge, Castanea Sicilian Cafe, Beverly Hills Cookies, and Urth 
Caffe. 

Chamber President Todd Johnson, Mayor Sharona Nazarian, and 
Founder/Owner Samantha J.
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“Beverly Hills Considers 
Paramedic Subscription 
Program to Offset 
Emergency Medical Costs” 
[Issue #1354] 

The proposed city Paramedic Sub-
scription Program, as reported in your 
last issue, seems like an interesting con-
cept. Households with older people, or 
those with family members who have 
special medical needs, might benefit 
from such a program. As long as they 
don’t call 911 too often. My question is, 
are only residential households offered 
this plan? For example, we live near the 
Sunrise facility, and there are ambulance 
calls day and night. Sometimes para-
medics drop by the place several times a 
day. They should have a reserved park-
ing space.

When the Sunrise developers first 
came before the city’s Planning Com-
mission, some years ago, nearby resi-
dents voiced concern that there’d be lots 
of disruptive ambulance calls. When 
asked about this, the applicant assured 
commissioners that Sunrise would have 
its own emergency transportation onsite. 
But did that ever happen? It seems to me 
that with all the paramedic calls Sunrise 
gets, if the city isn’t already assessing 
a special fee, perhaps it should look 
into setting up an insurance plan for 
commercial users as well as residential 
households.

Also, if this subscription program 
takes effect, will the city be earning rev-
enue on it, or is it a break-even plan de-
signed merely to cover service costs? If 
a subscriber pays “x” amount of dollars 
a year but never calls the paramedics, 
or maybe calls them once every three 
years, where do those premiums go? 
How much of a fee or percentage does 
the plan administrator get? This insur-
ance program sounds like something 
akin to a medical “concierge” plan. Ex-
tra revenue for the plan sponsor, but lim-
ited insurance benefits for subscribers.
Mitch Waldow
Beverly Hills 

“Short Term Rentals”
Instead of handling their civic duties 

in a fair, principled, objective manner, 
Cultural Heritage Commissioner Lori 
Greene Gordon and Planning Commis-
sioner Myra Demeter banded together 
with city gadfly Peter Ostroff to retaliate 
against those they do not like.

The trio became friends when they 
served overlapping terms on the Plan-
ning Commission when it appeared that 
Gordon and Demeter would rely on Os-
troff to review complicated agendas and 
determine their  position.

The conduct at hand involves the city 

council’s proposed historic properties 
exception to the ban against short term 
rentals.  Its purpose is to enable histor-
ic property owners to derive greater in-
come from their guest houses to cover 
the increased expenses of maintaining 
their historic property.  The exception 
was also designed to serve as an incen-
tive for owners to landmark and preserve 
their historic properties.

At a time when Beverly Hills contem-
plates massive development projects that 
will transform the landscape of our city, 
preserving our historic architecture is vi-
tally important.

Each council member voiced support 
for such an exception provided the prop-
erty owner would reside on premises and 
would pay transient occupancy tax to 
the city.  The council referred the mat-
ter to both the Cultural Heritage Com-
mission and the Planning Commission 
for suggestions on how many days the 
minimum stay should be, should there be 
a limitation on the number of stays per 
year, etc.

The aforementioned trio determined to 
oppose the exception to retaliate against 
our longtime historic property owner, 
Deborah Blum, and your undersigned 
who supported the exception and rallied 
residents to support it.

Telltale signs of retaliatory decision 
making include the presentation of poor, 
irrational arguments, the making of in-
accurate statements, and unusual ada-
mance.

There are 18 historic landmarked 
homes in Beverly Hills which the ex-
ception would apply to, including an ex-
traordinary 1914 Craftsman house at 801 
N. Rodeo Drive owned by Blum and her 
husband.  Blum  has always been gener-
ous with her exceptional home, offering 
its use for city community meetings, in-
cluding a celebration when John Mirisch 
was first elected, and a meet and greet 
for Lili Bosse.  Her home was one of 
the first stops on the late Phil Savenick’s 

tour of historical Beverly Hills.  She also 
offered her home for the first residents’ 
meeting to oppose the Cheval Blanc 
project.

Ostroff has expressed in his BH Week-
ly editorials on more than one occasion, 
his upset over the loss of the Cheval 
Blanc project as well as his disdain for 
community leaders and groups com-
prised of residents who work to preserve 
quality of life in the city.  Ostroff does 
not like Blum because she worked to de-
feat the Cheval Blanc project, and nor 
does he like your undersigned because I 
led the  residents’ campaign against Che-
val Blanc.  Also, when he was promoting 
the mixed use ordinance, I exposed that 
he was concealing the fact that develop-
ers would be entitled to greater height 
and reduced parking due to the applica-
tion of the State Density Bonus Program.

Ostroff urged the rejection of the his-
toric property short term rental exception 
in two separate BH Weekly editorials; he 
appeared at a Cultural Heritage Commis-
sion meeting; and he wrote in to a Plan-
ning Commission Meeting.  No doubt he 
also coordinated with his two pals who 
would be deciding the issue.

In his September 4 Beverly HIlls 
Weekly editorial, he demonstrated his 
hostility toward Blum by unnecessarily 
mentioning her name, and indicating in 
an insulting manner that she “wants to 
raise cash by offering very short term 
(two nights) rentals” even though she 
never sought a two night rental term.  He 
also referred to the historic exception 
as the “Blum exception” even though it 
would apply to 18 historic homes.

It has never been questioned that his-
toric houses are more expensive to main-
tain because one must locate materials 
consistent with the original construction, 
employ historic experts, and hire special 
craftsmen.  Nevertheless, Ostroff stated 
that the exception should be rejected be-
cause there was no evidence that land-


