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briefs
Traffic and Parking 
Commission to Review 
Clifton-Le Doux Corridor 
Traffic Calming Project

The Beverly Hills Traffic and Park-
ing Commission is scheduled to review 
community feedback and traffic data 
for the Clifton-Le Doux Corridor traffic 
calming project on November 6.

The Commission is expected to make 
a recommendation to the City Council 
on whether the temporary traffic de-
vices should remain, be upgraded with 
permanent materials, or be partially or 
fully removed.

City Council consideration of the 
project is tentatively scheduled for De-
cember 9. The Commission’s agenda 

letters
email

“Beverly Hills Considers Trio 
of High-Rise Developments” 
[Issue #1358] 

If there is one thing that the Planning 
Commission and City Council should 
make sure to do is to codify that these are 
over-scaled. oversized, and completely 
out-of-character towers are never allowed 
to be part of any present or future permit 
parking zones. If people choose to live in 
these deliberately under-parked new build-
ings then I suggest they get to know how 
eminently walkable that neighborhood is. I 
know, I lived there for thirty years.
Tom Pease
Beverly Hills 

We, all 24 out of the 24 homes of the 
300 block of El Camino, have significant 
concerns about  333-335 S. Beverly Dr. 
(“S. Beverly Site”) and 9467 Olympic 
Blvd. (“Pavilions Site”) projects  that you 
are hearing on October 9, 2025. 

We note that this letter has been unani-
mously approved. 

We write to you as the BH 300 El Cami-
no Residents Group, a newly formed 
group with the aim  of promoting respon-
sible and safe project development. As 
proposed, both the S. Beverly Site and  the 
Olympic Site pose material safety, traffic, 
health and other concerns which need to 
be  mitigated. Below please find our con-
cerns along with suggestions.  

Major Concerns Summary: 
1. Strain on El Camino Dr. through: 

a. building entrance/exit and commer-
cial loading dock on El Camino (Pavil-
ions Site);  and 

b. exponential increased usage of the 
alley between El Camino and S. Bev-
erly Dive through ingress/egress and 
multiple loading docks (S. Beverly Site) 
which will  overflow onto El Camino.  
2. Mitigatable privacy concerns; and 
3. Construction mitigation plans.  
Specific Concerns: 
1. Egress and Ingress/Accessibility: 

a. Overuse of El Camino Alley: steps 
should be taken to reduce the usage of 
the alley between El Camino and S. Bev-
erly. Three loading docks and ingress/
egress for  hundreds of cars onto that al-
ley poses serious safety concerns as they 
will all feed  to El Camino. One sugges-
tion is to prohibit delivery trucks from 
taking a right hand turn westbound and 
require them to head eastbound (toward 
Beverly Drive).  Another suggestion is 
to prohibit all right turns from the alley 
exit onto El Camino  (i.e., all turns must 
be made southbound toward Olympic). 
Another suggestion is to relocate all or 
some loading docks and/or the ingress/
egress. Please see Addendum  I for addi-
tional details. 

b. Pavilions Site Loading Dock and 
Entrance: steps should be taken to re-

locate the  loading dock and entrance 
and/or direct traffic away from the res-
idential section of  El Camino. One 
suggestion is to prohibit turns (whether 
entering or exiting the  building) north-
bound onto El Camino. Another sugges-
tion is to prohibit left-hand  turns from 
southbound El Camino onto Olympic to 
avoid traffic buildup. Another  sugges-
tion is to relocate the Pavilions loading 
dock and it poses significant challenges 
and safety hazard for neighbors. Please 
see Addendum II for additional  details.  

c. Note: if 1(a) and 1(b) remain un-
changed, the both projects will create 
(worsen  actually) adverse traffic im-
pacts, traffic safety hazards, pedestri-
an-vehicle conflicts  and pedestrian safe-
ty hazards. For example, El Camino is 
home to many children,  more than most 
streets; about half the homes have chil-
dren under the age of ten and  increas-
ing the overuse of the street as proposed 
is dangerous. Further, the right hand 
turn from Olympic onto El. Camino is 
a blind turn – very dangerous and cars  
often make the turn at excessive speeds. 
To place a new loading dock,  ingress/
egress for the Pavilions Site and the exit 
of the alley – all within 50’ is  danger-
ous. El Camino is a weight-restricted 
street – it is not appropriate to have a  
loading dock on a street where vehicles 
cannot travel northbound. 
2. Balconies and Rooftop: 

a. Balconies facing single family 
homes should be limited to 3’ in depth 
(currently 7’  2”). 

b. No open flames, cooking applianc-
es or other food preparation equipment 
should be allowed on balconies. 

c. No amplified noise on balconies. 
d. Balcony railing should be at least 

48”.  
e. For balconies facing single family 

homes, in addition to compliance with 
Section  10-4-314 (Lighting of Premis-
es), balcony lighting should be shielded 
and directed  inward. 

f. Amplified sound and televisions on 
rooftop to be prohibited.1 

g. Rooftop usage (including set-up 
and take-down) to be limited 9:00 am to 
10:00  pm.2 

h. Rooftops must include acoustic 
fencing or green screening to reduce 
noise and light  impact.  
3. Windows: 

a. Windows for non-living spaces (i.e., 
closets, bathrooms, etc.) facing single 
family homes should be opaque glass.  

b. Windows facing single family 
should have a minimum sill height – 
maybe between  4-5 feet to limit occu-
pants’ visibility into neighboring homes.  

c. Windows facing single family 
should be limited in size to minimize vi-
ability into  adjoining backyards. 

d. Windows on the ground-level 
through the third floor which face single 
family  homes should have some type of 
green screen, shield, louvers, architec-
tural fins or  otherwise to avoid direct 
sight lines into single family houses.  
4. Construction-Related Conditions: 

a. Given that the two projects are 
greater in size than any surrounding 
building, it is  imperative that the Plan-

ning Commission undertake to impose 
the maximum  construction mitigation 
conditions allowed, including but not 
limited to the items  set forth on Adden-
dum III: 

b. At no point should any worker, 
truck, vehicle, etc. be allowed on El 
Camino (i.e., each project should not 
be eligible for participation in any resi-
dential permit  parking program).3There 
should be no use of the public right of 
way for staging  (e.g., no blocking of 
the streets, parkway or sidewalk) - even 
temporarily. 
5. Past Conditions: 
We note that the Planning Commission 

has placed certain conditions on past proj-
ects (primarily  density bonus); we kindly 
ask that all such conditions and guidelines 
in the Project Specific  Conditions and 
Construction-Related Conditions sections 
of the approving resolutions of such  proj-
ects be considered for both the S. Beverly 
Site and Pavilions Site. 

Conclusion: 
The S. Beverly Site and Pavilions Site, 

as proposed, impose serious health, safe-
ty, traffic and other  various hazards on the 
residents. Our request is that the Planning 
Commission take the above steps  to make 
the project safer.  

The projects, taken together, will add 
240 units and 444 new parking spaces to 
our little block – that is a lot for our resi-
dential street of 24 homes to absorb.  

Such revisions would greatly increase 
the safety, health, general welfare and 
privacy for residents  while not placing a 
burden on the developers or interfere with 
the future tenants’ use and enjoyment  of 
the space. All our requests have either been 
approved as part of previous (primarily 
density  bonus) projects or are allowed un-
der the builders’ remedy law (i.e., they do 
not interfere with the  density or buildabil-
ity of either project).
Ari Tuchman
Beverly Hills 
Editor's note: All three projects were ap-
proved by the Planning Commission at last 
Thursday’s meeting. 
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and staff report, including survey results 
and traffic data, will be posted online by 
October 31.

The project, aimed at reducing speed-
ing and cut-through traffic, includes 
temporary traffic calming devices along 
Clifton Way between Robertson and 
La Cienega Boulevards. Initial devic-
es were installed in March/April 2024, 
including temporary traffic circles at 

Clifton/Arnaz and Clifton/Le Doux, and 
curb extensions at Clifton/Hamel, Clif-
ton/Willaman, Clifton/Carson, and Clif-
ton/Stanley.

The project began with a demonstra-
tion at Clifton/Le Doux and Clifton/
Stanley on March 25, 2023, followed 
by an online survey in April and May 
2023 to gather community input. Pre-
liminary survey results were presented 
in June 2023, indicating continued sup-
port for a six-month demonstration. Fol-
lowing conceptual design presentations 
and City Council approval in December 
2023, the temporary devices were in-
stalled to allow residents to experience 
the changes.

Post-installation traffic data showed 
reductions in maximum vehicle speeds 
from 45–50 MPH to 35–40 MPH, with 
traffic volume decreasing by about 
1.2%. Following further Council direc-
tion, modifications were made between 
February and April, including narrow-
ing or removing curb extensions, replac-
ing some with traffic circles, and adding 
centerline striping to guide vehicles.

City Considers New 
Location for Charles 
Arnoldi Sculpture Following 
Removal

The City of Beverly Hills is review-
ing possible new locations for Home, 
a bronze sculpture by artist Charles 
Arnoldi, following the City Council’s 
decision to remove the piece to make 
space for a new memorial plaza for the 
victims of the October 7, 2023 attack on 
Israel. 

The nine-foot-tall, 1,400-pound art-
work, purchased by the City in 1991 for 
$72,760, has stood at the corner of Rex-

ford Drive and Burton Way, just south 
of the Beverly Hills Public Library. The 
sculpture’s relocation was directed by 
the City Council as part of the approved 
design for a memorial plaza dedicated 
to victims of the October 7, 2023, attack 
on Israel.

According to a staff report presented 
to the Arts and Culture Commission on 
September 9, the City Council’s deci-
sion followed recommendations from 
the 10/7 Permanent Memorial Ad Hoc 

Committee. While 
earlier discussions 
considered incor-
porating Home and 
three existing her-
itage trees into the 
memorial’s layout, 
the final design 
requires the sculp-
ture’s removal.

City staff met 
with the City’s architect on September 
22 to evaluate potential new sites for the 
sculpture. Four locations were identified 

as viable options:
•	 Maltz Mini Park (9800 Sunset Blvd. 

/ Whittier Dr.)
•	 Beverly Gardens Park (northwest 

corner of Santa Monica Blvd. / Rex-
ford Dr.)

•	 La Ciénega Tennis Center (325 S. 
La Cienega Blvd.)

•	 Roxbury Memorial Park (471 S. 
Roxbury Dr.)

The Arts and Culture Commission 
reviewed these sites for relocation and 
had a general consensus in favor of La 
Cienega Tennis Center and Roxbury 
Memorial Park. No official recommen-
dation was made to the City Council, 
as commissioners would like to review 

other potential locations. 
City staff have con-

tacted the artist to in-
form him of the reloca-
tion plans and are in the 
process of obtaining cost 
estimates for removal, 
transportation, and possi-
ble storage should a new 
location not be finalized 
before the memorial’s 
construction begins.

Home was originally 
approved for installation 
by the Fine Art Commis-
sion, City Council, and 
the Charles Moore Ren-
ovation Group, which 
oversaw the 1990 library 
remodel. The sculpture 
remains part of the City’s 
Fine Art Collection.

Beverly Hills 
Planning 
Commission 
Approves Three Mixed-Use 
Residential Developments

The Planning Commission has ap-
proved three mixed-use developments 
at the City’s southern border, all initi-
ated under California’s Housing Ac-
countability Act “Builder’s Remedy” 
provisions. The projects will replace 
commercial spaces with more than 300 
residential units combined. 

The first project is an eight-story, 
mixed-use development at 9467 Olym-
pic Boulevard. The project would in-
clude 105 residential units and ap-
proximately 17,085 square feet of 
commercial and restaurant space. The 
development would feature three levels 
of subterranean parking, accommodat-
ing 180 vehicles, and 21 of the residen-
tial units would be reserved for low-in-
come households. 

The 333-353 South Beverly Drive 
project would construct an eight-story, 
85-foot-tall mixed-use building with 
135 residential units and approximately 
16,099 square feet of commercial and 
restaurant space. Of the units, 27 would 
be designated for low-income house-
holds. The project includes three levels 
of underground parking with 263 spaces 
for residential and commercial use. 

A third project at 9441 Olympic Bou-
levard proposes a 13-story, 143-foot 
mixed-use building with 75 residential 
units and 4,092 square feet of commer-
cial space. Fifteen of the units would be 
reserved for low-income households. 
The building would include three levels 
of subterranean parking with 52 spaces. 

A l l 
t h r e e 
projects 
were ap-
p r o v e d 
and con-
d i t i o n s 
were ap-
plied to 
mitigate 
spec i f ic 
impacts, 

including rules on noise and balcony 
design. 

Architectural and Design 
Review Commission 
Expected to Review Two 
New Residences

The Beverly Hills Architectural and 
Design Review Commission is expect-
ed to discuss plans for two new sin-
gle-family residences during a meeting 
scheduled for Wednesday, October 15. 
The meeting was set after the Weekly’s 
deadline.

The first project, located at 621 North 
Elm Drive, involves the construction of 
a two-story residence in the city’s Cen-
tral Area, north of Santa Monica Bou-
levard. The applicant has described the 
design as contemporary with inspiration 
from the International Style, featuring 
rectilinear volumes, extensive glazing, 
and a rooftop deck. Staff noted that the 
design does not follow a single, pure ar-
chitectural style and requires review by 
the Commission.

The front yard landscaping plan in-
cludes a mix of Mediterranean and na-
tive plants, with multiple new trees, 
including Swan Hill Olive, Crape Myr-
tle, Japanese Maple, and a Hong Kong 
Orchid tree. The front setback exceeds 
minimum requirements by 2.5 feet, and 
fencing includes a 3-foot stucco wall 
topped with aluminum bars, along with 
pedestrian and vehicular gates.

The second project, at 719 North Ma-
ple Drive, is described as blending Neo-
classical and French Neoclassical styles. 
The design includes a port-cochere, a 
symmetrical façade with central entry 
framed by vertical columnar elements, 
second-story balconies, and a synthetic 
slate roof with dormer features. Staff 
noted that some classical architectur-
al references appear ornamental rather 
than structural.

The landscaping plan calls for exten-
sive new planting, including Barouni 
olive trees, Prunus standards, Natchez 
Crape Myrtles, and retention of one 
existing Robinia tree. The front yard 
provides a setback 9.5 feet beyond the 

Mayor Receives 51st District 
Community Excellence Award
Mayor Sharona Nazarian receiving a proclamation 
from Assemblymember Rick Zbur (D - Los Angeles) 
recognizing her work to end antisemitism.

Home by Charles Arnoldi

If you have questions about your pension, 401(k) 
or profit sharing plan, call the Western States 
Pension Assistance Project to get free legal 
advice. Funded by the U.S. Administration on 
Community Living, WSPAP staff provides free 
legal assistance to anyone with a question about 
their retirement plan.
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CALL US TODAY 1.866.413.4911
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