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briefs
City Council Advances 
Ordinance Limiting 
Parking Permits for 
Developments

On Tuesday, the 
City Council voted 
to restrict eligibility 
for parking permits 
for certain new de-
velopments that use 
provisions allowing 
reduced on-site park-
ing. 

The changes are 
intended to align the 
parking programs 
with laws such as 
Assembly Bill 2097, 
which took effect in 
2023 and prohibits 
cities from requiring 
minimum parking 
for projects within a 
half-mile of transit stops. 

The ordinance aims to prevent de-
velopments from later relying on street 
parking in surrounding areas through 
the permit programs. 

Under the amendment, multi-fami-
ly projects in residential or mixed-use 
zones would be ineligible for participa-
tion in parking permit programs if they 
do not meet the standard requirements 
at the time of their initial certificate of 
occupancy, or if they later add dwelling 
units or remove parking spaces without 
providing replacement parking. 

The date for determining ineligibility 
would be November 1. 

Residents of ineli-
gible projects would 
not be allowed to 
obtain new permits. 
However, those al-
ready holding valid 
permits could retain 
their permits while 
they continue to live 
in the same unit. Fu-
ture residents moving 
into such projects af-
ter the ineligibility 
date would not quali-
fy for new permits. 

City staff reported 
no significant fis-
cal impacts expect-
ed from the amend-
ments.

Planning Commission to 
Discuss 145 South Rodeo 
Drive Project

The Planning Commission was sched-
uled to review a proposed 19-story, 
mixed-use development at 145 South 
Rodeo Drive, at its Wednesday meet-
ing. The discussion occurred after the 
Weekly’s deadline.

The development would feature 30 
units, including six low-income units, 
as well as 5,484 square feet of commer-

cial space. The building would reach 
237 feet in height and include four 
levels, with three levels designated for 
parking using an automated lift system 
to provide 54 spaces. Car access to the 
parking areas would be from the alley 
at the rear of the property.

No parking is expected for the com-
mercial portion of the development. 

Commissioner Terri Kaplan was ex-

pected to recuse herself from the dis-
cussion because she owns a building on 
the same block. 

Planning Commission 
Reviews 14-Story Mixed-
Use Project on Wilshire 
Boulevard

The Planning Commission was ex-
pected to discuss a proposed 14-sto-
ry, mixed-use development at 9229 
Wilshire Boulevard, at its Wednesday 
meeting. 

The discussion occurred after the 
Weekly’s deadline.

The projec would include 116 resi-

dential units, 60 hotel rooms, and 7,316 
square feet of ground-floor commercial 
space. Of the residential units, 24 would 
be reserved for low-income households. 
The development would also include 
three levels of parking with 140 spaces 
for residential, hotel, and commercial 
use.

The project follows a previous ap-
proval in 2024 for an eight-story build-
ing with 56 units. The current propos-
al represents a new application under 
Builder’s Remedy provisions.

letters
email

“Planning Commission 
Approves Durant Project, 
Denies Burton Way Builder’s 
Remedy Proposal” [Issue #1360] 

Will two Beverly Hills City Coun-
cilmembers do the right thing?

In a review of the recent hearings about 
Builder’s Remedy projects (and a Bonus 
Density project), before the Planning 
Commission, it is clear that all could be 
“called-up” for review by the City Coun-
cil.

Except for one proposed project, all 
have been rubber-stamped by the Plan-
ning Commission with few changes.

This is not a criticism of either Staff or 
the Planning Commissioners.  The num-
ber of the hearings in a condensed period, 
the changing state laws, and the volumi-
nous agenda reports means that certain 
aspects were not focused upon.

Every project had two unique major 
flaws that could have resulted in the Plan-
ning Commission not approving the proj-
ects.

The first was a violation of the Beverly 
Hills Municipal Code, while the second 
was a lack of consistency between two 
state codes, to the detriment of the state’s 
affordable housing goals.

The suggestion is that all such projects 
be “called-up” and a City Council “Ad 
Hoc Committee” be established to review 
each project, and assess which, if any, 
should come before the City Council.

The public is outraged about these proj-
ects, and another analysis, by an indepen-
dent, outside party (overseen by the Ad 
Hoc Committee) could alleviate some of 
that anger.

Due to changes in the Beverly Hills 
Municipal Code last fall, two Coun-
cilmembers must request a “call-up” of an 
individual housing project within fourteen 
days of a Planning Commission hearing.

The deadline for a “call-up” for several 
Builder’s Remedy projects is tomorrow, 
Friday, October 30th.

Will two of the Beverly Hills City 
Councilmembers please step-up?
Steve Mayer
Beverly Hills 

The Planning Commission’s denial res-
olution rests on three unavoidable public 
safety failures based on objective Build-
ing Code standards.

First, fire safety: This 309-foot building 
exceeds typical aerial ladder truck reach 
of approximately 100 feet. California 
Building Code Section 403 requires high-
rise buildings provide Fire Department 
access for firefighting operations on all 
floors. The resolution appropriately de-
nies the project where such access has not 
been demonstrated in the record. The bur-
den is on the developer to prove their proj-

ect can be adequately served by the Fire 
Department—that burden was not met.

Second, mechanical parking: The reso-
lution confirms parking lifts on floors two 
and three. Mechanical car stackers cre-
ate enhanced fire hazards requiring spe-
cial fire protection under California Fire 
Code. The resolution appropriately denies 
the project where Fire Code compliance 
for this system has not been demonstrat-
ed. When required safety findings cannot 
be made, denial is mandatory.

Third, emergency access: Three as-
sisted living facilities and a fourth under 
construction sit within two blocks. Bur-
ton Way is the primary emergency vehicle 
route to these facilities. The City’s staff 
report confirms two-plus years of con-
struction (the developer himself quoted 
30+ months) with lane closures. Emer-
gency Medical Services Act (42 U.S.C. 
§ 300w-1) requires states maintain emer-
gency response capability. Delaying am-
bulances to elderly residents suffering 
cardiac events, strokes, and falls creates 
foreseeable, life-threatening harm to a 
known vulnerable population. This is 
not a typical construction impact—this is 
obstructing emergency access to critical 
care facilities.

California Government Code Section 
65589.5(d)(2) permits denial when a proj-
ect creates specific, unavoidable impacts 
on public health or safety. These impacts 
meet that test: Fire Department ladder 
reach is a fixed equipment specification. 
Mechanical parking cannot be eliminated 
without losing 316 spaces. Burton Way 
geography cannot be changed—it’s the 
only direct route to assisted living facil-
ities.

These aren’t discretionary aesthetic 
preferences. These are measurable life 
safety standards based on Building Code 
requirements, equipment specifications, 
and geography. The resolution’s denial is 
legally sound because the developer failed 
to demonstrate compliance with manda-
tory safety standards. The Commission’s 
denial stands on solid legal ground.
Renée Strauss
Beverly Hills

“October 7 Memorial” 
Last  week the city of Beverly Hills  

hosted several members of Edut 710, an 
organization dedicated to building a liv-
ing memory of the October 7 events. Re-
cording the voices of everybody who ex-
perienced the October attack and making 
sure they’re all heard and remembered by 
building  the world’s most comprehen-
sive cutting edge knowledge base on the 
events of October 7 - a digital record to 
serve educators, researchers, artists and 
others around the world for generations 
to come. 
Ahuvi Goldin
Beverly Hills

Project Rendering looking Northwest
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Temple Emanuel Hosts Discussion with Rick Caruso
On Wednesday, October 22, Temple Emanuel of Beverly Hills welcomed real estate 
developer and former Los Angeles mayoral candidate Rick Caruso for a public con-
versation with Senior Rabbi Jonathan Aaron. The discussion covered topics includ-
ing leadership, community involvement, and the future of Los Angeles. Members of 
the congregation and guests from across the city attended the event, which was part 
of Temple Emanuel’s ongoing efforts to offer public programs aimed at fostering 
dialogue and engagement within the community. 

Co-President Farhad Novian, Men’s Club Chair Izzy Eichenstein, Se-
nior Rabbi Jonathan Aaron, Rick Caruso, Rabbi Ruben Milikan

Infill Shade Trees to Be 
Planted Between Palms 
Along Subway Corridor

Beverly Hills has outlined plans to 
enhance the tree canopy along Wilshire 
Boulevard by planting new shade trees 
between the current Mexican Fan 
Palms. The effort is part of the city’s 
Connect Beverly Hills Design Stan-
dards, approved by City Council in Jan-
uary 2022, which guide improvements 
along Wilshire and La Cienega Boule-
vards.

The palms provide limited shade and 
have irregular space because of aging 
and subway construction, according to 
a city staff report. The strategy calls 
for large-canopy trees that complement 
the palms, increase pedestrian comfort, 
support urban forest health, and create 
a multi-layered streetscape.

Tree placement will follow spe-
cies-specific spacing requirements. The 
plan identifies species by section, in-
cluding Chinese Red Push Pistache, Cut 
Leaf Zelkova, Pink Trumpet Tree, and 
Brisbane Box, picked because of their 
size, water efficiency, and suitability.

Installation will occur in phases. Met-
ro will plant trees in the subway station 
areas; private developers will add trees 
as conditions of project approval; and 
the city will incorporate trees into fu-
ture capital improvement projects.

According to a city staff report, there 
is no fiscal impact for the city. 

LAPD Arrests Crew 
Linked to Luxury Retail 
Burglaries Across Southern 
California

An investigation involving several 
police departments, including the Bev-
erly Hills Police Department, has led 

to the arrest of at least six suspects ac-
cused of being involved in a series of 
“smash-and-grab” burglaries targeting 
luxury stores across the region. 

According to the Los Angeles Police 
Department, detectives identified the 
organized group after a set of burglaries 
that began earlier this year in February. 
The suspects allegedly used stolen cars 
to crash into storefronts, including at 
least one business in Beverly Hills on 
June 27. 

The Beverly Hills robbery resulted in 
a loss of $200,000 at Optometrix. 

The total losses are estimated at over 

$2.6 million in property that has been 
stolen and nearly half a million in prop-
erty damage.

The investigation is being referred to 
by police as “The Shade Snatchers.” 

Detectives have identified at least 
10 suspects connected to the crimes, 
which LAPD says includes known gang 
members and repeat offenders of prop-
erty crime. 

Officers took at least three 
adults and three minors into 
custody this month. 

The three adult suspects 
were identified 
as:
•	 Phillip T. 
Harris, 36, of 
Bellflower
•	 Orlando D. 
Neal, 37, of Los 
Angeles
•	 R a s h e e d 
Reed, 25, of 
Compton

They face 26 
counts of burglary and 
grand theft, as well as ad-
ditional gun charges. 

Two Beverly Hills High 
School Seniors Named 
National Merit Scholarship 
Semi-Finalists

Two Beverly Hills High School se-
niors, Ezra Albert and Xander Matcuk, 
have been recognized as National Mer-
it Scholarship Semi-Finalists for the 
Class of 2026.

“We are incredibly proud of Ezra and 
Xander for earning this national distinc-
tion,” said Dustin Seemann, Assistant 
Superintendent of Education Services. 

LAPD Evidence Photo 
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Tea & Tequila

Amie Sherry, Deborah Frank, Noelle Batista, Annette Saleh, 
Varina Bleil

Maple Board of Directors: Doug Levy, James Gerson, Alma Ordaz, John Jameson, Harry Kraushaar, Chief 
Gregory Barton, Monica Berkett Dragoon, Sara Reyes Ziman, Myra Lurie, Michael Lushing, Rabbi Jonathan 
Aaron, Glenn Solomon, Justin Raanan

Fire Chief Gregory Barton, Rabbi Jonathan 
Aaron, Police Chief Mark Stainbrook

Mason Sommers, John Jameson, Rami Aizic Chief Gregory Barton, Myra Lurie, Lu Parker, 
Deniz Himmetoglu

Monica Berkett Dragoon and Maddie, 
Asher and Keith Dragoon

Deborah Kallick, Alissa Roston

Michele Gold, Former Mayor 
Julian Gold

Judy Briskin, Fire Chief Gregory 
Barton

Michael Lushing and Fire Chief 
Gregory Barton

Harry and Pam Kraushaar

Lu Parker

Lu Parker, Monica Berkett Dragoon, Mayor 
Sharona Nazarian

Maple Counseling’s “Tea & Tequila” event honored Fire Chief 
Gregory Barton and Monica Berkett Dragoon on October 26 at 

The Maybourne.


