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brief

Planning Commission
Rejects 8844 Burton Way

Project

After several hearings, the Planning
Commission rejected a proposed 26-sto-
ry residential building at 8844 Burton
Way in a 3-2 vote at their November
5 meeting. The project, developed by
Crescent Heights, would have replaced
a vacant lot with 200 apartments, and
316 parking spaces. Twenty-two of the
units were designated as affordable
housing for extremely low- and moder-
ate-income residents.

Commissioners Gary Ross, Lou
Milkowski, and Myra Demeter voted
against approval.

Crescent Heights initially submitted
the project with affordable units con-
centrated on the lower floors, raising
concerns from some commissioners
about compliance with state standards.
Before the November hearing, the de-
veloper revised the plan to distribute the
affordable units across more floors, ad-

avoidable impacts.

Despite this guidance from HCD, the
majority of the Commission voted to
reject the project, citing concerns about
the building’s height, scale, and poten-
tial impacts on neighboring properties.

Commissioners Terri Kaplan and Jeff
Wolfe supported the project, with Wolfe
noting that the redistribution of afford-
able units addressed previous concerns,
and Kaplan citing her limited discretion
under state law to block a Builder’s
Remedy project.

Some nearby residents attended the
November meeting, expressing contin-
ued concern about the building’s scale,
height, and effects on neighborhood pri-
vacy.

City Council Expected to
Discuss Merging Health
and Safety, Human

Relations Commissions

The City Council is expected to con-
sider an ordinance on November 12
that would merge the city’s Health and
Safety Commission and Human Rela-
tions Commission into a single body,
tentatively named the Health and Social
Service Commission. The discussion
comes after the Weekly s deadline.

The consolidation
follows a review by
the Commission Stan-
dardization Ad Hoc
Committee, which in-
cludes Mayor Sharona
Nazarian and former
| Councilmember Craig
{ Corman, aimed at
streamlining city com-
missions and reducing
mw potential overlap in

| their work.

Staff reports indicate

Fo L AN e S | . 1\ bincd commis-

Project Rendering Facing East Along Burton Way

dressing the main concern raised at the
October meeting.

Ahead of the November meeting, the
California Department of Housing and
Community Development (HCD) sent
a letter to the Planning Commission re-
minding the city of its obligations under
the state Housing Accountability Act.
The letter emphasized that findings of
denial must be supported by substantial
evidence and noted that state law does
not prevent the city from approving the
project if it meets all objective stan-
dards. HCD also clarified that while dis-
persal of affordable units is encouraged,
it cannot be the sole basis for denying a
project, and that concerns about traffic
and emergency access must be support-
ed by evidence showing significant, un-
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sion would contin-
ue the duties of both
predecessor bodies, including advising
the council on community health and
safety issues, promoting public aware-
ness, providing a forum for residents to
voice concerns, and supporting disaster
preparedness initiatives. The new com-
mission would also emphasize fostering
diversity, tolerance, and positive human
relations.

Currently, the city recommends that
Commissioner Rose Kaiserman serve as
chair and Commissioner Pam Kraushaar
as vice chair of the merged commis-
sion to ensure continuity of leadership.
The merger would initially retain sev-
en commissioners to allow all existing
members to complete their terms, with
the number of seats gradually reduced
to five by January 2027, aligning with

other city commissions.

City staff said the con- E
solidation is not expected !
to have a significant fis-
cal impact but could re-
sult in minor cost savings
through reduced staffing,
meeting setup, and sup-
plies.

If approved, the or-
dinance would take ef-
fect in January, formally
updating the municipal
code to reflect the new
structure and responsi-
bilities of the Health and
Social Service Commis-
sion.

City Council
Expected to Fill
Two Vacancies
on Recreation
and Parks

Commission

The Beverly Hills City
Council was expected to
consider appointing two
new members to the Rec-
reation and Parks Com-
mission this week, filling

Mayor Sharona Nazarian and Police Chief
Mark Stainbrook

Beverly Hills Police Chief Discusses

Technology and Community Safety

On Nov. 6, Beverly Hills residents had the opportunity
to engage in an open conversation with Police Chief
Mark Stainbrook on the “Straight Talk with Sharona”
program. The discussion focused on the role of technol-
ogy in enhancing public safety within the community.
These town hall meetings, titled ‘Straight Talk with
Sharona,” are intended to facilitate engagement be-
tween residents and city officials.

vacancies left by outgo-
ing commissioners.

According to a staff report, Jasmine
K. Yadgari and Donna A. Gillman were
recommended for appointment to the
commission.

Yadgari is Board of Education Vice
President Judy Ma-

evacuating hillside neighborhoods in
the event of a wildfire or other emergen-
cy.

The drill focused on 68 homes in
Trousdale, but residents throughout the
city—particularly those north of Sunset
Boulevard—were encouraged to par-

nouchehri’s sister.

If approved, Yadgari
and Gillman would
each Dbegin serving s
on Dec. 1, 2025, with
initial two-year terms
ending in December
2027. Both would be
eligible for reappoint-
ment to a second, four-
year term.

Yadgari would suc-
ceed Amie Sherry,
whose term expires in
June 2025, while Gill-
man would fill the seat formerly held by
Zale Richard Rubins, who concluded
his term earlier this year.

Beverly Hills Fire
Department Conducts
Evacuation Drill in
Trousdale Area

The Beverly Hills Fire Department
held a wildfire evacuation drill in the
Trousdale area on Sunday, November
9, from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. The exercise
tested readiness and procedures for

ticipate to assess their own emergency
preparedness.

During the drill, citywide sirens were
activated at 1:30 p.m., though officials
noted the sirens may not have been au-
dible to all residents. Participants were
advised to gather their emergency “go
bags” with personal items and proceed
to Will Rogers Park using designated
evacuation routes. Police and fire per-
sonnel were stationed along streets to
guide traffic and assist residents.
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Students pictured. Rebeka Abell Ryan Alesz szer Alpert Kalllm Atencio, Ailina Butler, Audrey Caceres
Hailey Delgado, Jasmine Delgado, Olga Garcia, Vianna Gomez, Delena Gonzalez, llliana Hernandez, Ella
Killebrew, Espn Kinney, Cecilia Lopez, Julia Lyons, Berta Molina, Lunah Morgan, Ava Murray, Declan Murray,
Makayla Navarette, llana Pavon, Kelena Ramirez, Rhey Readmond, Thea Readmond, Anela Saxton, Sela
Shepps, Katia Silvetti, Scarlette Valdez, Tessa Valdovinos, Karina Veloz, Samantha Washburn, Zaney Zinchuk,
Reagan Zinchuk, Samantha Gantney

Beverly Hills Fire Department Hosts Annual Empowerment Camp
The Beverly Hills Fire Department (BHFD) held its fourth annual Empowerment Camp on Saturday, November 8, and Sunday,

The camp is aimed at teens ages 13—18 and provides hands-on activities including exercises, drills, and training designed to intro-
duce participants to the physical and teamwork aspects of firefighting.
“We just wrapped up an incredible weekend at the Beverly Hills Fire Department’s Women’s Empowerment Camp, where young
girls from across Los Angeles came together to learn courage, leadership, integrity and unity,” said Mayor Sharona Nazarian.
“My deepest thanks to Captain Melissa Hills — the first female officer in our department’s 100-year history — for founding this
remarkable program and inspiring the next generation of leaders. I'm also grateful to Fire Chief Greg Barton, our firefighters,
volunteers, and partner agencies who dedicated their time to mentor these amazing young women. This is how we build pathways,
break barriers, and ignite the leaders of tomorrow as a united community.”

Beverly Hills City Council
Expected to Discuss License
Agreement for Gale Yard
Use

The City Council was expected to
consider a License Agreement with the
Axiom Group at its Wednesday meeting
following the Weekly s deadline.

The agreement, listed on the consent
calendar, would allow the contractor to
use portions of City-owned property at
8401 Wilshire Boulevard, 8421 Wilshire
Boulevard, and 111 North Gale Drive,
also known as the Gale Yard, as a stag-
ing area for construction related to the
new Metro Wilshire/La Cienega station.

The non-exclusive license would per-
mit Axiom Group to store materials and
equipment at the Gale Yard while con-
structing a Beverly Hills public safety
center associated with the Purple Line
Metro project. Under a separate agree-
ment, the city is responsible for reim-
bursing Metro for construction costs
of the public safety center, which is
currently projected to be completed by
summer 2026.

According to staff documents, the
Gale Yard is an unimproved, fenced site
previously used for tunneling activities
during the Purple Line westbound ex-
pansion along Wilshire Boulevard. Met-
ro recently ended temporary construc-
tion easements at the property, making
it available for use under the proposed
license.

Staff noted that if the City Council
does not approve the license, Axiom
Group would need to secure an alterna-

tive staging site, which could cost the
City an estimated $3,500 per month.

Chamber Music Palisades
to Present Second Concert

of 29th Season

Chamber Music Palisades (CMP) will
present the second concert of its 29th
season on Wednesday, December 3, at
7:30 p.m. The performance will take
place in the sanctuary of Brentwood
Presbyterian Church, located at 12000
San Vicente Boulevard.

The concert will feature a program for
flute, harp, violin, and viola, performed
by a group of accomplished musicians.
Susan Greenberg, CMP’s Artistic Di-
rector and co-founder, will play flute.
Greenberg is a former flutist with the
Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra and
currently serves as principal flute with
the Santa Monica Symphony. Cristina
Montes Mateo, principal harpist with
the Hollywood Bowl and frequent per-
former with the Los Angeles Philhar-
monic, will perform on harp. British
violinist Maya Magub, based in Los An-
geles, and Rob Brophy, a member of the
Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra with
experience performing with the Los An-
geles Philharmonic and LA Opera, will
join on violin and viola, respectively.

The program includes works by Fio-
rillo, Saint-Saéns, Fauré, Rolla, Brough-
ton, and Ravel. Alan Chapman, KUSC
host and longtime CMP associate, will
provide in-person program notes.

Tickets are $35 and may be purchased
online at cmpalisades.org or at the door.
Admission is free for full-time students

with ID. Free parking is available in
the church’s underground lot off Bundy
Drive. Concertgoers are advised to use
the entrance nearest the corner of San
Vicente and Bundy.

Fine Arts Theatre to Host
Stanley Kramer Film
Retrospective with Special

Guest Kat Kramer

The Fine Arts Theatre, in partnership
with Kat Kramer’s Films That Change
the World, will present a special dou-
ble feature honoring filmmaker Stanley
Kramer on Sunday, November 23, at
1:30 p.m.

The event will screen two of Kramer’s
acclaimed films, Judgment at Nurem-
berg (1961) and On the Beach (1959).
Between the screenings, audiences will
have the opportunity to participate in a
panel discus-
sion and au-
dience Q&A,
moderated by
Kat Kramer,
Stanley Kram-
er’s daughter,
actress, pro-
ducer, and ac-
tivist.

Judgment at
Nuremberg,
directed and
produced by
Stanley Kramer, examines the after-
math of Nazi war crimes and issues of
justice and morality. The film received

Stanley Kramer
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The City Council of the City of Beverly Hills, at its regular meeting to be held on Tuesday, December 9, 2025 at 7:00 p.m., in the Council Chamber of the
City Hall, 455 North Rexford Drive, Beverly Hills, CA 90210; will hold a public hearing to consider adopting:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE 2025 CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE; THE 2025 CALIFORNIA RESIDENTIAL CODE; THE 2025 CALIFORNIA ELECTRICAL CODE; THE 2025
CALIFORNIA MECHANICAL CODE; THE 2025 CALIFORNIA PLUMBING CODE; THE 2025 CALIFORNIA ENERGY CODE; THE 2025 CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE; THE 2025 CALIFORNIA WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE CODE; THE
2025 CALIFORNIA GREEN BUILDING STANDARDS CODE; THE 2025 CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL BUILDING CODE; THE 2025 CALIFORNIA EXISTING BUILDING CODE; THE 2025 CALIFORNIA REFERENCED STANDARDS CODE;
THE 1997 UNIFORM HOUSING CODE; THE CODE FOR ABATEMENT OF DANGEROUS BUILDINGS; AND THE 2024 INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE; INCLUDING CERTAIN AMENDMENTS, ADDITIONS, AND
DELETIONS; AMENDING TITLE 9 OF THE BEVERLY HILLS MUNICIPAL CODE; AND APPROVING A CEQA EXEMPTION DETERMINATION

The Ordinance will adopt by reference the 2025 California Building Standards Code as adopted by the California Building Standards Commission (Commission) and published in the California Code of Regulations, is effective on January
1, 2026. The Health and Safety Code allows local jurisdictions to amend the State building standards based on findings of local geologic, climatic, or topographic conditions. In addition, all local amendments must be more restrictive
than the State codes and filed with the Commission to be enforceable.

The proposed Ordinance adopts by reference the 2025 California Building Standards Code (excluding the Administrative Code), including amendments, the 2024 International Property Maintenance Code, and administrative provisions
for the administration and enforcement of these codes. All proposed amendments to State building standards provide for a higher order of structural safety, fire safety, occupant safety, and environmental sustainability. As required by
State law, all proposed local amendments to building standards are justified with appropriate findings based on local geologic, climatic, and/or topographic conditions.

The Council conducted a first reading and introduced the Ordinance on October 28, 2025, and set the public hearing for December 9, 2025, as required by law.

All interested persons are invited to attend and speak on this matter. Written comments may also be submitted and should be addressed to the City Coundil, ¢/o City Clerk, 455 N. Rexford Drive, Beverly Hills, CA 90210 and should be
received prior to the public hearing.

Please remember if you challenge the Council's action in court, you may only be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else has raided in the hearing before the City Council or written correspondence delivered to the City,
either at or prior o the hearing.

If there are any questions regarding the matters contained in this notice, related to the building code please contact Assistant Director /Building Official, Arlen Eskandari at 310-285-1113; for any questions related o the
fire code please contact Fire Marshal, Trevor Richmond at 310-281-2715.

HUMA AHMED,
CITY CLERK

(«@ Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Beverly Hills will make reasonable efforts to accommodate persons with disabilities. If you require special assistance, please call (310) 285-1126 (voice) or (310)
- 285-6881 (TTY). Providing at least forty-eight (48) hours advance notice will help to ensure availability of services. City Hall, including the Council Chamber and Room 2804, is wheelchair accessible. The City Hall Council
43 Chamber and Room 280A are also equipped with audio equipment for the hearing impaired.

SUMMARY NOTICE

“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE 2025 CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE; THE 2025 CALIFORNIA RESIDENTIAL CODE; THE 2025
CALIFORNIA ELECTRICAL CODE; THE 2025 CALIFORNIA MECHANICAL CODE; THE 2025 CALIFORNIA PLUMBING CODE; THE 2025 CALIFORNIA ENERGY CODE; THE 2025
CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE; THE 2025 CALIFORNIA WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE CODE; THE 2025 CALIFORNIA GREEN BUILDING STANDARDS CODE; THE 2025 CALIFORNIA
HISTORICAL BUILDING CODE; THE 2025 CALIFORNIA EXISTING BUILDING CODE; THE 2025 CALIFORNIA REFERENCED STANDARDS CODE; THE 1997 UNIFORM HOUSING CODE;
THE CODE FOR ABATEMENT OF DANGEROUS BUILDINGS; AND THE 2024 INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE; INCLUDING CERTAIN AMENDMENTS, ADDITIONS,
AND DELETIONS; AMENDING TITLE 9 OF THE BEVERLY HILLS MUNICIPAL CODE; AND APPROVING A CEQA EXEMPTION DETERMINATION.”

Summary of Ordinance: The Ordinance adopts by reference certain codes comprising the 2025 California Building Standards Code, Title 24, Parts 2 through 12, of the California Code of Regulations (CCR), and related Codes, as
set forth in the Ordinance title above. The 2025 California Residential Code, Building Code, Mechanical Code, Plumbing Code, Electrical Code, Energy Code, Fire Code, Wildland - Urban Interface Code, and Referenced Standards
Code, together with certain amendments, deletions, exceptions, and qualifications, generally deal with all aspecis of building construction, specification of building materials, structural, plumbing, electrical, and HVAC design,
construction and techniques, energy efficiency, water supply and drainage systems, engineering formulas for building design, and special fire and seismic safety regulations for residential, commercial and industrial structures
and facilities. The Ordinance also adopts special provisions regulating construction in high fire risk areas. The 2025 California Green Building Standards Code generally establishes mandatory and voluntary standards for
sustainability of structures and systems. The Ordinance also adopts the 2025 California Historical Building Code which provides regulations for the preservation, restoration, rehabilitation or reconstruction of designated historic
buildings and properties. The 2025 California Existing Building Code being adopted provides alternative approaches to achieve compliance with minimum requirements to provide reasonable levels of safety, health, property
protection, and general welfare related to the repair, alteration, and relocation of existing structures. The Ordinance adopts the Code for the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings, which provides procedures to address and abate
dangerous buildings and/or conditions therein. The 1997 Uniform Housing Code regulates living standards in residential occupancies. Finally, the Ordinance adopts the 2024 International Property Maintenance Code which
establishes nationally recognized standards for maintenance of property, buildings and structures. The Ordinance adopts penalties and authorizes establishment of fees applicable to the various adopted Codes. Lastly, the
Ordinance approves an exemption from CEQA pursuant to Sec. 15061(b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines..

A certified copy of the entirety of the text of the Ordinance and the Codes being adopted are available for public review in the office of the City Clerk, City Hall, 455 N. Rexford Drive, Beverly Hills, CA 90210. The City
Council of the City of Beverly Hills will conduct a public hearing to consider adoption of the Ordinance during the regular City Council meeting on December 9, 2025. If there are any questions regarding the matters
contained in this summary, related to the building code please contact Assistant Director /Building Official, Arlen Eskandari at 310-285-1113; for any questions related to the fire code please contact Fire
Marshal, Trevor Richmond at 310-281-2715.

HUMA AHMED
CITY CLERK

((‘@ Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Beverly Hills will make reasonable efforts to accommodate persons with disabilities. If you require special assistance, please call (310) 285-1126 (voice) or (310) 285-6881
- (TTY). Providing at least forty-eight (48) hours advance notice will help to ensure availability of services. City Hall, including the Council Chamber and Room 280A, is wheelchair accessible. The City Hall Council Chamber and Room
/) 280A are also equipped with audio equipment for the hearing impaired.
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