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briefs
La Cienega Park 
Playground Renovation 
Progresses Through Design 
and Bid Process

The City of Beverly Hills has con-

tinued work on the La Cienega Park 
Playground Improvements Project, fol-
lowing budget allocations for fiscal year 
2023-2024 that prioritized restroom 
upgrades and playground replacement, 
according to a staff report listed on the 
Recreation and Parks Commissions 
Agenda. The meeting occurred after the 
Weekly’s deadline.

Holidays at Greystone Draws Large Crowds to Sold-Out 
Beverly Hills Event
Beverly Hills’ annual “Holidays at Greystone” returned over the weekend, drawing 
thousands of attendees to the Greystone Mansion for a sold-out, city-run celebration 
featuring a wide range of seasonal themes and activities.
The gathering, presented by the city’s Community Services Department, marked the 
seventh year of the event, which began in 2019. According to the city, the mansion 
and courtyard were arranged with decorations referencing multiple December holi-
days, including Hanukkah, Christmas, Lunar New Year, Kwanzaa, Yalda, and Feliz 
Navidad.
Attendees were able to move through both the interior and exterior areas of the man-
sion. Activities included craft stations and interactive setups geared toward children 
and adults. Costumed performers portraying Santa and Mrs. Claus, characters from 
the film Frozen, and Nami, a support dog from the Beverly Hills Police Department, 
appeared throughout the venue. Carolers performed around the property, the Bob 
Baker Marionettes held puppet shows, and reindeer were on-site for photo oppor-
tunities.
A section labeled the “Holiday Craft Village” offered additional children’s activi-
ties, including letter-writing to Santa, a “Wishing Tree,” and games with small priz-
es. Children were also provided coloring books, refreshments, and gift bags.

“Builder’s Remedy 
Provision” 

Like many of you, I am concerned 
about the impact of the proposed sky-
scrapers on our quality of life in Beverly 
Hills. The possible effect on traffic, park-
ing and the drain on city services is trou-
blesome.   For years, Beverly Hills has 
been a model city of careful planning to 
maintain the best mix of residential, hos-
pitality, retail, and commercial proper-
ties. By taking nearly three years to meet 
the State of California’s building and 
housing requirements, the City ultimate-
ly lost some of the local control it sought.

Part of the problem was that the State 
kept raising the bar each time Beverly 
Hills submitted a new draft of its hous-
ing element. Thus, due to the delay in 
adopting a compliant housing element, 
the state-mandated plan every city must 
update every eight years, the City trig-
gered the builder’s remedy which allows 
developers to tentatively move forward 
with their projects even though they may 
conflict with local zoning.

That is exactly what happened in Bev-
erly Hills, developers proposed high-rise 
towers in a city where such scale was 
once unthinkable. By resisting moderate, 
locally guided growth, the City inadver-
tently invited far larger and less control-
lable projects.

The City was able to adopt a plan ac-
ceptable to the State which is called the 
“certified housing element .” Unfortu-
nately that was after lawsuits, court or-
ders, and significant legal costs. It was 
also after many high rise projects began 
the process of development. Can you 
imagine a high rise on Linden south of 
Wilshire?

Now that Beverly Hills has this agree-
ment, it is critical that all our future 
leaders are committed to ensuring the 
strengthening of day-to-day life in Bev-
erly Hills.

First, Leaders must develop and be 
transparent with plans that include

concrete steps such as supporting 
ADUs on resident’s property, rezoning 
land and establishing more mixed-use 
opportunities. And must do so in a time 
efficient manner.

Second, Leaders must communicate 
their

objective design standards to stream-
line approvals while ensuring new build-
ings reflect Beverly Hills’ character.

Finally, We Residents must demand 
accountability and excellence from our 
leaders

When we stay informed and proactive, 
we shape our future. Otherwise, we hand 
control of our lives and our choices to 
developers and the State.
Andy Licht
Beverly Hills 

letters
email

Community Seniors Participate in Technology and Arts 
Activities at Sunday Socials Event 
Participants at the “Sunday Socials with Sharona” event at the Roxbury Community 
Center engaged with Norman Ambassadors, Innovation Circle members, and volun-
teers during technology, art, and games sessions, including graphic design lessons, 
emergency alert sign-ups, and resin coaster making.

Mayor Sharona Nazarian, Melinda D., and Aishwarya M.
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 Initial phases included site surveys, 
conceptual designs by landscape ar-
chitects, and a community survey con-
ducted on August 28, 2024, whose feed-
back was incorporated into the design. 
Restroom upgrades, including new 
fixtures, flooring, and partitions, were 
completed in spring 2025.

At the March 25 Recreation & Parks 
Commission meeting, the City Archi-
tect and design team from Mark Tessier 
Landscape Architecture, presented an 
update on the playground restoration. 

The design preserves the existing 
12,400 square feet of playground space, 
divided into a Big Kids Play Area (ages 
5–12) and a Little Kids Play Area (ages 
2–5), featuring a natural environment 
theme, rubber pour-in-place safety 
surfaces, shade structures, new trees, 
benches, fencing, and sensory-enhanc-
ing elements. Commissioners provided 
input on plantings, seating, sensory ele-
ments, signage, and lighting.

On May 22, City Council Liaisons 
and Recreation & Parks Commissioners 
reviewed the project presentation. Feed-
back included additional shade near 
large river stones, ADA accessibility 
considerations, and a suggestion for a 
musical component.

At the August 26 Recreation & Parks 
Commission meeting, the design de-
velopment package was presented, in-
cluding play equipment, materials, and 
landscaping. Commissioners offered 
feedback on safety, accessibility, light-
ing, and inclusive language, and staff 
addressed questions on fencing, mainte-
nance, and prior renovations.

The full design and equipment layout 
received City Council approval on Sep-
tember 16, 2025. 

Beverly Hills Approves New 
Appointments to Cultural 
and Charitable Boards

The Beverly Hills City Council ap-
proved appointments to two city com-
missions at its meeting on Tuesday. 
Staff recommended the appointment of 
Sandra Pressman and Michael J. Libow 
to the Cultural Heritage Commission, as 
well as Atoosa Nehorai to the Commu-
nity Charitable Foundation.

Pressman will fill the vacancy left by 
outgoing commissioner Marc Teren, 
serving a term from January 1, 2026, to 
December 31, 2027. Libow will replace 
outgoing Vice Chair Josh Flagg with a 
term beginning July 1, 2026, and ending 
June 30, 2028.

Atoosa Nehorai will join the Com-
munity Charitable Foundation to fill a 
resident board vacancy formerly held 
by Mark Schwartz, with a term running 
from January 1, 2026, to December 31, 
2027.

All three appointments will be for an 
initial two-year term and would be eligi-
ble for a second four-year term.

Beverly Hills Council 
Approves Updated Hazard 
Mitigation Action Plan

The Beverly Hills City Council adopt-

ed an updated Hazard Mitigation Action 
Plan at its Tuesday meeting. The plan 
outlines strategies to reduce the city’s 
exposure to natural and human-caused 
hazards and ensures compliance with 
federal requirements under the Robert 
T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act.

Hazard mitigation, which focuses on 
preventing or minimizing the impacts of 
disasters before they occur, is now em-
phasized as the first step in emergency 
planning. The updated plan builds on 
previous iterations and incorporates les-
sons from the 2020 COVID-19 pandem-
ic and the 2025 Los Angeles wildfires. It 
also addresses new risks, such as public 
safety power shutoffs, and includes cli-
mate change considerations.

Developed collaboratively by city 
staff, external agencies, and community 
stakeholders, the plan identifies 50 mit-
igation actions aimed at protecting res-
idents, critical facilities, infrastructure, 
property, and the environment. 

Key goals of the plan include en-
hancing public awareness, improving 
emergency management coordination, 
integrating mitigation into city opera-
tions, and implementing preventative 
measures for existing and new develop-
ments. The plan also emphasizes sup-
port for socially vulnerable populations, 
including seniors, low-income resi-
dents, multi-unit households, individu-
als with limited English proficiency, and 
visitors.

The plan will be reviewed and imple-
mented by a Hazard Mitigation Steering 
Committee, including the Fire and Po-
lice Chiefs, directors from multiple city 
departments, and subject matter experts. 
Federal regulations require annual eval-
uation to measure effectiveness and 
guide updates.

Beverly Hills Police Launch 
Holiday DUI Enforcement 
Campaign

Beverly Hills police officers will in-
crease patrols this holiday season as 
part of the national “Drive Sober or Get 
Pulled Over” campaign, which begins 
December 12 and runs through New 
Year’s Day. The initiative aims to re-

duce the risks posed by 
drivers under the influ-
ence of alcohol or drugs.

The Beverly Hills Po-
lice Department (BHPD) 
cited national data show-
ing that in December 
2023, 1,038 people in 
the U.S. were killed in 
alcohol-impaired driving 
crashes. Officials empha-
sized that impaired driv-
ing can also result from 
prescription drugs, over-
the-counter medications, 
cannabis, and other sub-
stances.

“We want to make sure 
everyone gets home safe-
ly so that they can cele-
brate the holiday season 
with their families and 
loved ones,” Beverly 
Hills Police Chief Mark 
Stainbrook said. “Not 
only is driving impaired 
illegal, but it is also 
dangerous and never ac-
ceptable. We are asking 
everyone to do their part 
to keep themselves and 
everyone on the roads 
safe.”

BHPD encouraged the 
public to plan ahead by 
designating a sober driv-
er, using public transpor-
tation, or calling a taxi or 
rideshare service if they 
intend to drink. Residents 
are also advised to report 
suspected impaired driv-
ers by calling 9-1-1.

The campaign is fund-
ed through a grant from 
the California Office of 
Traffic Safety via the Na-
tional Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration.
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Coco Pilates Opens in Beverly Hills With Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony
Beverly Hills Mayor Sharona Nazarian (center) attends the ribbon-cutting ceremony for the opening of Coco Pilates on Friday. 
Paula Nazar and Corinne "Coco" Sill are the co-owners. 

Beverly Hills Mayor Sharona 
Nazarian Joins 34th International 
Mayors Conference in Israel
Beverly Hills Mayor Sharona Nazarian attended the 
34th International Mayors Conference in Israel, host-
ed by the American Jewish Congress (AJCongress) 
and the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The confer-
ence, themed AI: Empowering the Cities of Tomorrow, 
brought together 25 mayors from 15 countries to share 
insights on municipal innovation, emerging technolo-
gies, and AI-driven solutions for city management.
During her visit, Nazarian toured Israeli innovation 
hubs, gaining firsthand experience with AI applications 
in community safety, smart mobility, digital infrastruc-
ture, urban monitoring, citizen services, and energy ef-
ficiency.
The mayor also held meetings with Israel’s President 
Isaac Herzog, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
Foreign Minister Gideon Sa’ar, senior party leaders, 
and several Israeli mayors, discussing national and mu-
nicipal priorities and exchanging ideas for urban inno-
vation.
“In Beverly Hills, we are leaders when it comes to utiliz-
ing AI and technology, and this summit was the perfect 
opportunity to connect our work with the innovation 
coming out of Israel,” said Beverly Hills Mayor Nazari-
an. “During the visit, I had the privilege of speaking 
with national and state leaders who are committed to 
building a smarter, safer future centered around peace. 
Local leadership remains the most powerful force for 
real change and we continue to explore new strategies 
that strengthen and unify Beverly Hills.”

Israel’s President Isaac Herzog and Mayor 
Sharona Nazarian


