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Chris Paulson

Advanced Roadside Impaired Driving 
Enforcement, and Drug Recognition Ex-
pert programs.

“We are grateful to receive this grant, 
which will strengthen our traffic enforce-
ment efforts and improve road safety,” 
Chief Mark Stainbrook said. “Through 
a combination of education and enforce-
ment efforts, our goal is to reduce danger-
ous driving behaviors, prevent crashes, 
and make our roads safer for everyone.”

Funding for the grant is provided by the 
California Office of Traffic Safety through 
the National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration.

Planning Commission 
Approves Vehicle Showroom 
at 499 North Cañon Drive

The Beverly Hills Planning Commis-
sion has approved a Conditional Use 
Permit allowing a vehicle showroom to 
operate within an existing commercial 
building at 499 North Cañon Drive, at its 
Dec. 11 meeting. 

The approval permits Sony Honda Mo-
bility of America, Inc., operating under 
the brand name AFEELA, to establish a 
ground-floor vehicle sales use in a multi-
tenant building. 

The approved project allows for a 
showroom focused on electric vehicles 
and early-stage customer engagement. 
According to the application, the site will 
display up to three vehicles and support 
appointments, consultations, and test-
drive scheduling. The majority of sales 
transactions are expected to occur online, 
with a smaller portion completed in per-
son. No vehicle servicing, long-term in-
ventory storage, or customer vehicle de-
liveries will take place at the site.

The property, developed in 1960, con-
tains a four-story commercial building 
with two levels of parking and a total of 
65 on-site parking spaces. Parking for the 
showroom will be accommodated through 
a combination of designated employee 
spaces, valet services already operating at 
the building, and limited spaces reserved 
for test-drive vehicles. Approximately 
three employees are expected to be on site 
each day.

Chris Paulson Named 
Assistant Director of 
Community Services

The City of Beverly Hills has appoint-
ed Chris Paulson as its next Assistant Di-
rector of Community Services, city offi-
cials announced. Paulson, who currently 
serves as Deputy Director of Community 
Services, brings more than 17 years of ex-
perience in municipal government to the 

role.
In his new 

position, Paul-
son will over-
see the Arts and 
Culture and 
Adult Recre-
ation divisions. 
He joined the 
City of Beverly 
Hills in 2021 
after working 
for the City 
of Claremont, 

where he held the roles of Assistant 
City Manager and Community Ser-
vices Director. Earlier in his career, 
Paulson spent a decade with the City 
of Alhambra, serving in several com-
munity services positions.

Paulson is scheduled to begin his 
new duties on February 7. The tim-
ing is intended to allow for a transi-
tion period ahead of the retirement of 
current Assistant Director Patty Acu-
na, which is planned for March.

“I am excited to welcome Chris to 
his new role,” said Community Ser-
vices Director Stephanie Harris. “He 
has successfully managed various di-
visions over the last year, including 
the Park Ranger program, Adminis-
trative Support, Arts and Culture and 
most recently the Youth Recreation 
division. I am confident his leader-
ship will continue to be an asset to 

the department and our City.”

Fine Arts Theatre Beverly 
Hills to Screen Documentary 
on the Making of Fiddler on 
the Roof

The Fine Arts Theatre Beverly Hills 
will host a special film screening later this 
month highlighting the making of one of 
cinema’s most recognized movie musi-
cals.

On Dec. 25, the theater will present 
Fiddler’s Journey to the Big Screen in 
partnership with the LA Jewish Film Fes-
tival. The documentary examines the de-
velopment of Fiddler on the Roof, tracing 
its transition from a successful Broadway 
production to a feature film that marked 
a significant moment in movie musical 
history. The screening will conclude with 
an in-person question-and-answer session 
with the film’s director, Daniel Raim.

The documentary was released around 
the 50th anniversary of the 1971 film ad-
aptation of Fiddler on the Roof. Narrated 
by actor Jeff Goldblum, the film focuses 
on director Norman Jewison’s creative 
process and the challenges involved in 
adapting the stage musical for a cinemat-
ic audience. It draws on archival materi-
als, including behind-the-scenes footage, 
original storyboards, production stills, 
and interviews.

Participants featured in the documen-
tary include Jewison, actor Topol, com-
poser John Williams, production designer 
Robert F. Boyle, lyricist Sheldon Harnick, 
film critic Kenneth Turan, and several 
cast members from the original film. Ac-
cording to organizers, the documentary 
explores both the artistic and cultural con-
siderations involved in the film’s produc-
tion and its lasting influence.

Tickets are available at www.finearts-
theatrebh.com.

Beverly Hills Mayor Meets With Israeli Officials to 
Discuss Public Safety Practices
Beverly Hills Mayor Sharona Nazarian met on Monday with representatives from 
Israel’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs to discuss approaches to public safety and secu-
rity, city officials said.
The meeting followed the Mayor's recent participation in the International Mayors 
Conference in Israel, which took place last month and focused on the use of tech-
nology to enhance safety in urban environments. During that trip, municipal leaders 
from around the world examined how emerging tools and strategies are being used 
to address public safety challenges.

Beverly Hills Police Chief Stainbrook, Eran Shayovich - Chief of Staff to 
the Director General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mayor Sharona 
Nazarian, Maor Ifrah -  Advisor to the Director-General of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, Yulia Rachinsky Spivakov - Deputy Consul General 
of Israel, Beverly Hills Fire Chief Greg Barton


