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Talking Traffic

Traffic and Parking Commission Chair Hadar Geller on
Prioritizing Walkahility, Safety, and the Future of the City
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Beverly Hills Mayor Sharona Nazarian
and the City Council invite you to the

MARTIN LUTHER

KING, JR. DAY 2026
COMMUNITY GATHERING

FRIDAY, JANUARY 16, 2026
10:00 AM - 10:30 AM

Join us as we honor and remember the great
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. with community leaders

to reflect on his everlasting contributions.

@ BEVERLY HILLS PUBLIC LIBRARY ] 444 N Rexford Dr.
Library Auditorium Beverly Hills, CA 90210

Light Refreshments Served

Two Rodeo Drive
Beverly Hills

We're heading to Beverly Hills’ most iconic street:

RODEO DRIVE

Join Mayor Sharona Nazarian, in partnership with the Beverly Hills

Dior ‘

Chamber of Commerce, for her initiative as she spotlights the City’s
crown jewel, Rodeo Drive.

Head to BEVERLYHILLS.ORG/SPOTLIGHT to reserve your place
and learn more about the featured businesses.

Dress to Impress. Sweet Angeles ‘ i

P

Thursday,
January 22, 2026 And stops along

3 PM to 5 PM the way....

To register and learn more, visit beverlyhills/spotlight.

Photo Credit:

Questions? Email info@beverlyhillschamber.com
@takpro
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“Remembering Robert K.

Tanenbaum” [Issue #1371}

All I can say is, “Wow!”

[Former Mayor] Robert K. Tanen-
baum may have been laid to rest, but his
marks in history shall live on into the
future.

Just a few months ago he was on the
well-known late night radio program
called “Coast To Coast AM” talking
about President John F. Kennedy’s as-
sassination in Dallas, Texas. This radio
show has a worldwide audience.

He and Maxwell H. Salter made Bev-
erly Hills election history back in 1986
and political history thereafter during
their terms at City Hall.

Many will appreciate and learn from
his legacy.

Emzy Veazy III
Burbank

“Tuesday's City Council

Meeting”

There was a Beverly Hills TV show
on Tuesday night that is sure to be a
Golden Globe winner!

The show is a reboot of the “Beverly
Hillbillies,” that famous sixties come-
dy. It follows Beverly Hills City Coun-
cilmembers Jed Clampett, Elly May
Clampett, Daisy Moses, Jethro Bodine,
and Jane Hathaway

The pilot is based upon Tuesday’s
Beverly Hills City Council where they
were discussing an appeal of a proposed
26-story Builder’s Remedy project at
9229 Wilshire Boulevard. The hearing
lasted until after midnight.

The degree of ignorance by every
Councilmember was beyond astound-
ing. Our fearless city leaders left their
thinking caps at the door.

The mistakes they made were beyond
the pale. The lack of understanding of
the state code resulted in their breaking
the law.

Further, the developer and their attor-
ney were caught in falsehoods ... and
the Council couldn’t care less.

Maybe there was a reason.

What Jed, Elly, Daisy, Jethro, and
Jane did not disclose until after the pub-
lic had left was what they felt was a triv-
ial fact.

Several hours earlier in a City Coun-
cil “closed session” meeting, the Clam-
pett’s et al had discussed settling a law-
suit brought by the same developer on
one of their other proposed Builder’s
Remedy properties.

Yep, an award winner every step of
the way.

Steve Mayer
Beverly Hills

“Restoring Transparency
And Accountability”

The citizens of Beverly Hills have the
absolute right to know how their hard-
earned tax dollars are being spent. They
also have the unbridled right to hold
their representatives fully accountable if
public funds are not being used appro-
priately. To ensure that these rights are
protected, maintained and preserved,
transparency must be mandatory for
every City Official who is responsible
for overseeing the designated budget-
ary allotment. This can be achieved by
formal financial and management audits
which are conducted frequently and cir-
culated online as well as through local
newspaper reporting.

Such an approach would dissuade our
representatives from making sweetheart
deals, no-bid contracts, authorizing
questionable expenditures and acting for
their own self-interest. Perhaps that is
the reason our City now has only selec-
tive or State required audits. Too often,
funding requests are approved without
safeguards and appropriate mechanisms
for ensuring measurable results to deter-
mine if the costs to taxpayers were justi-
fied. If we do not know what is happen-
ing, there is no basis to complain.

However, with full transparency,
money will be spent for its intended
purpose, waste can be eliminated, pro-
grams in need can be funded and good
government will prevail.

What a concept!:

Proof of this “revolutionary idea” can
be found in an audit report of the Bever-
ly Hills Conference and Visitors Bureau
that covers the period from 2018-2019.
Here are a few of the findings: the bud-
get for this agency was $5,102,251 and
the goal was to promote tourism. The
audit found weak internal financial
management practices, including im-
proper segregation of duties, a number
of personal expenses which were ques-

tionable and did not appear to promote
the City of Beverly Hills as a high-end
travel destination.

For example, $2,900,000 was spent on
various events but the “success” of these
expenditures in generating revenue for
our City was never determined — which
led the auditor to conclude that many
of the identified expenses were “exces-
sive.” In one instance, ten guests were
treated to salon services at a Las Vegas
hotel including makeup, hair blowouts,
hair style services and chair massages
aggregating $2,160.00. Worse, $64,857
was wasted hosting media planners and
travel agents, and a lucky group of se-
lected individuals racked up $53,862
dining at a New York three star Mi-
chelin restaurant. The Bureau agreed
to most of the audit recommendations.
As you may have guessed, the City
Auditor’s services were ended a short
time later. Can you just imagine what
a comprehensive audit of the current
budget expenditures might reveal? We
should not hesitate to find out. If there
is nothing to hide, then there should be
no objection to retaining an outside or
independent staff auditor to conduct the
analysis — and the cost is well worth it
because we will be the winner.

Interestingly, several years ago Mayor
John Mirisch formed the Sunshine Task
Force which was composed of residents
who were determined to have a positive
impact on fostering good government.
The Committee addressed the pressing
issues facing the city, welcomed public
input, and made recommendations to
the City Council, which, among other
items, adopted the lobbyist disclosure
form which requires those that lobby to
identify their clients, the amount they
expect to be paid, whether they have
been sanctioned for past bad acts and
the intended goal of their lobbying ac-
tivities.

letters cont. on page 4

at Beverly Hills Luncheon

leadership installation meeting.

tion’s new leadership team.

Mayor Nazarian Addresses Women’s Council of Realtors

Beverly Hills Mayor Sharona Nazarian spoke last Thursday at a luncheon hosted
by the Women’s Council of Realtors, an event held January 8 at Jade Beverly Hills.
The organization personally invited the mayor to address attendees during its 2026

The gathering marked the formal welcome of the Women’s Council of Realtors’
incoming 2026 president, Kannika Kim, along with the installation of the organiza-
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