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We’re building better transit from 
DTLA to the Westside.

D LINE SUBWAY EXTENSION PROJECT 
Section 2 – Beverly Hills

January Updates
Appendage work along Wilshire Bl and 
underground station construction continues 
between Crescent Dr and Beverly Dr.

D LINE EXT COBH 2

letters
email

“Saks Bankruptcy and 
Neglect”

This is a follow-up to the letter pub-
lished in [issue #1358] regarding the 
ongoing neglect of the Saks property 
near South Peck Drive and Wilshire 
Boulevard.

Following that correspondence, I 
complained to Beverly Hills Code En-
forcement who visited the site and is-
sued a formal notice to the owners. 
Nevertheless, the condition has not 
improved and has, in fact, deteriorated. 
The property remains a magnet for filth, 
trash, and illegal encampments in the 
doorways, proving that the owners have 
no intention of complying with city 
laws or being responsible neighbors.

With Saks now in bankruptcy, it is 
even more critical that the city rejects 
their proposed expansion, as they have 
clearly demonstrated an inability to 
maintain the blighted properties they al-
ready own near South Peck and Wilshire
Dylan Paul
Beverly Hills 

briefs
Eight-Story Builder’s 
Remedy Housing Project 
on Hamilton Drive Set for 
Commission Discussion

The Beverly Hills Planning Commis-
sion is expected to review a proposed 
multi-family residential development at 
214–216 South Hamilton Drive, a project 
filed under California’s “Builder’s Rem-
edy” provisions, at its Thursday meeting. 

The project proposes an eight-story, 
98-foot, nine-inch building containing 
90 studio apartments. Of these, 18 units 

would be reserved for low-income and 
very low-income households, while the 
remaining 72 units would be market-rate. 
The proposed design includes private bal-

conies and approximately 9,997 square 
feet of communal rooftop open space.

Vehicular access would be provided 
via a new driveway on South Hamilton 
Drive, leading to a one-level subterra-
nean garage with 13 parking spaces. The 
site, totaling 10,400 square feet across 
two lots, currently features a 1930s-era 
duplex and triplex. Surrounding proper-
ties consist mostly of multi-family resi-
dences ranging from two to five stories.

City Advances Homelessness 
Response Plan Ahead 
of Metro D Line Station 
Opening

City staff was expected to brief the 
Beverly Hills City Council prior to the 
Weekly’s deadline on continued progress 
toward an End-of-Line Homelessness 

Response Plan, as 
the City prepares for 
the opening of the 
Metro D Line station 
at Wilshire and La 
Cienega.

According to the 
update, which fol-
lows a previous re-
port delivered Dec. 
16, staff has made 
measurable progress 
in advance planning 
as Beverly Hills is 
expected to tempo-
rarily function as 

the end-of-line station for the Metro D 
Line extension. The City is anticipated to 
serve in that role for approximately one 
year, until the line extends farther west.

City officials expect the station’s end-
of-line status to bring a range of impacts, 
including increased early-morning loiter-
ing, a higher number of individuals with 
complex service needs, greater demand 
for behavioral health interventions, san-
itation challenges near station areas, and 
an uptick in calls for service from nearby 
businesses. In response, staff has contin-
ued refining a coordinated response plan 
with direction from the City Council.

Work to date has focused on internal 
coordination, operational planning, en-
gagement with Metro, preparation for 
business and school outreach, and the 
development of a monitoring and evalu-
ation framework. Staff reported ongoing 
collaboration through the City’s “One 
City, One Team” framework and the 
Beverly Hills Homeless Collaboration 
Team to align roles, communication pro-
tocols, and response expectations across 
departments.

Direct business outreach is planned to 
begin Feb. 1, focusing on areas along the 
Wilshire Corridor, South Beverly, and 
within the business triangle. Outreach ef-
forts will include in-person engagement, 
written communication, and coordina-
tion with property owners to establish 
trespass enforcement authorizations with 
the Beverly Hills Police Department pri-
or to the station opening.

Staff also reported progress in estab-
lishing a data collection and evaluation 
framework. Key metrics to be tracked in-
clude the number of individuals offload-
ing from final trains, late-night engage-
ments, calls for service, police outreach 
requests, sanitation conditions, congre-

Project Rendering: Southeast View Along South 
Hamilton Drive 
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gation patterns near station areas, service 
connections, and repeat contacts requir-
ing higher levels of intervention.

With foundational planning largely 
complete, the City is preparing to move 
into phased implementation of the re-
sponse plan. The phased approach is in-
tended to allow staff to deploy resourc-
es gradually, monitor conditions in real 
time, and adjust operations as needed 
during the interim period.

The implementation plan includes 
a pre-opening preparation phase, fol-
lowed by an initial 30-day period after 
the station opens, a stabilization phase 
lasting up to 90 days, and ongoing op-
erations thereafter. During these phases, 
staff plans to maintain a consistent field 
presence, conduct weekly collaboration 
meetings, monitor station activity, and 
return to the City Council with updates 
or recommendations if warranted.

City Council feedback provided 
during the update will be incorporated as 
the End-of-Line Homelessness Response 
Plan moves from planning into imple-
mentation.

Beverly Hills Police 
Investigate Homicide 
Following Assault with 
Deadly Weapon

Beverly Hills police are investigating 
a homicide after a man died following an 
assault with a deadly weapon on Friday 
afternoon.

According to the Beverly Hills Police 
Department (BHPD), officers responded 
at approximately 12:42 p.m. to multi-
ple 911 calls reporting a suspect attack-
ing an individual near the intersection 
of Wilshire Boulevard and San Vicente 
Boulevard. Witnesses reported that the 
suspect struck the victim with a metal 
object and then used a vehicle to run over 
the individual.

Patrol officers arrived on the scene 
within two minutes and quickly estab-
lished a containment. The suspect was 
taken into custody without incident. The 
victim was transported to Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Center, where he later died from 
his injuries despite medical efforts.

The suspect has been identified as 
54-year-old Christopher Cornelius of 
San Bernardino. He was booked into 
the Beverly Hills Police Department Jail 
on suspicion of murder, with bail set at 
$2,000,000. BHPD stated that Cornelius 
has a prior criminal record that includes 
violent offenses.

Authorities said the suspect and the 
victim were involved in a verbal alterca-
tion prior to the attack. The exact rela-
tionship between the two individuals is 
currently unknown, and the investigation 
remains active.

The Beverly Hills Police Department 
stated there is no known threat to pub-
lic safety. Anyone with information is 
asked to contact BHPD at 310-550-4951. 
Anonymous tips can be submitted via 
text by sending “TIP BHPDALERT” 
followed by the information to 888777, 
or through Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-
TIPS or online at lacrimestoppers.org.

City Council Reviews 
Transit-Oriented 
Development Plan Options 
Under New State Housing 
Law

The Beverly Hills City Council was 
expected to hold a public hearing to con-
sider changes to the City’s General Plan 
and zoning code related to transit-orient-
ed development, as required under a new 
state housing law. The discussion took 
place prior to the Weekly’s deadline, at 
the Council’s Wednesday meeting.

The item centers on Senate Bill 79, 
known as the Abundant and Affordable 
Homes Near Transit Act, which was 
signed into law by Gov. Gavin Newsom 
in October and takes effect July 1. The 
legislation increases allowable housing 
density, height, and floor area near qual-
ifying transit stops and limits the discre-
tion of local governments unless they 
adopt a compliant alternative plan.

To address the new requirements, city 
staff presented the council with three 
potential transit-oriented development 
alternative plan scenarios. Each option 
would amend the General Plan, create 
a new overlay zone, update the zoning 
map, and adopt corresponding amend-
ments to the Beverly Hills Municipal 
Code. 

SB 79 allows cities to adopt an alterna-
tive plan that redistributes housing den-
sity within a half-mile radius of transit 
stations, provided overall density levels 
required by the state are maintained. Ac-
cording to the staff report, the alternative 
plan is intended to give the City some 
measure of local control over where in-
creased density would occur. 

Under all three scenarios presented, 

housing density on single-family resi-
dential parcels within a quarter-mile of 
transit stations would be reduced by up 
to 50 percent, with that density shifted 
to sites within the Mixed Use Overlay 
Zone that are not directly adjacent to sin-
gle-family neighborhoods. Each scenario 
differs in how and where the redistribut-
ed units would be concentrated.

The first option, referred to as the 
“Pancake Scenario,” spreads additional 
density relatively evenly across mixed-
use parcels within a half-mile of transit 
stops. The second, known as the “Tent-
pole Scenario,” concentrates the highest 
density closest to transit stations, taper-
ing off farther away. The third option 
focuses density primarily around the La 
Cienega Boulevard and Wilshire Bou-
levard station, while limiting increases 
near the Reeves Drive and Wilshire Bou-
levard station.

All three scenarios comply with the 
minimum density, height, and floor area 
ratios mandated by SB 79. The plans 
would establish new zoning standards for 
several defined sub-areas within the tran-
sit-oriented development zone, including 
baseline areas, export sites, and import 
sites for redistributed density.

The Planning Commission reviewed 
the three scenarios at its Dec. 11 meet-
ing but did not reach consensus on a 
preferred option. Two commissioners 
supported the La Cienega-focused sce-
nario, citing concerns about traffic and 
development intensity near the Reeves 
Drive station. One commissioner favored 
the tentpole approach, stating it more 
evenly utilized both planned Metro sta-
tions and better aligned with transit-use 
goals. Despite the split, the commission 

Nazarian Hosts Innovation Circle Fireside Chat with 
Pejman Nozad and Shahab Mirzai
Beverly Hills Mayor Sharona Nazarian hosted a fireside chat with Pejman Nozad 
and co-host Shahab Mirzai as part of the city’s Innovation Circle initiative. The 
event featured a discussion on Nozad’s professional journey, including his transition 
from selling Persian rugs to becoming a partner at Pear VC, a venture capital firm.
The Innovation Circle is an advisory group established by the mayor to engage 
young professionals in discussions about current issues, emerging trends, and strate-
gies for supporting innovation in Beverly Hills. Members of the circle meet monthly 
to explore topics relevant to the city’s economic and professional development and 
to provide input on initiatives aimed at fostering future-focused solutions.

Elan Esagoff, Joseph Azizi, Pejman Nozad, Mayor Sharona Nazarian, 
Shahab Mirzai




