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save the date

WOMEN Owning
their FUTURE

JOIN MAYOR NAZARIAN ON HOW TO
GROW WITH PURPOSE AND BECOME A
GUIDING LIGHT TO OTHERS

February 24, 2026

Reception: 6 p.m. — 7 p.m.
Program: 7 p.m. = 9 p.m.

Fine Arts Theatre
8556 Wilshire Blvd, Beverly Hills, CA 90211

brief

Soofer Charged With
Federal Fraud in Alleged
Misuse of Homelessness

Funds

A 2002 Beverly High graduate and
nonprofit executive was arrested Tues-
day on a federal criminal complaint
alleging he fraudulently obtained more
than $23 million in public funds intend-
ed to address homelessness in Los An-
geles and diverted a significant portion
of the money for personal use.

Alexander Soofer is charged with one
count of wire fraud, according to federal
authorities.

Federal prosecutors allege that Soof-
er, through his role as executive director
of Abundant Blessings, a Hyde Park—
based nonprofit organization, secured
multiple contracts to provide housing
and supportive services for people ex-
periencing homelessness or at risk of
becoming homeless. The contracts were
issued through the Los Angeles Home-
less Services Authority (LAHSA) and
a separate downtown Los Angeles non-
profit, Special Service for Groups Inc.

According to court documents, be-
tween 2018 and 2025 Soofer received
more than $23 million in public funding
for homeless services. Of that amount,
more than $5 million allegedly came
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directly from LAHSA, while over $17
million was distributed through Special
Service for Groups Inc. By mid-2023,
Abundant Blessings had contracts to
serve more than 600 individuals at mul-
tiple locations in South Los Angeles.

Prosecutors allege that Soofer mis-
represented how the funds were used,
falsely claiming the money was spent
exclusively on housing and services for
program participants. Instead, authori-
ties contend he diverted at least $10 mil-
lion to personal bank accounts and used
the funds for expenses including a $7
million home in Westwood, home reno-
vations, a luxury vehicle, private school
tuition, private jet travel, and stays at
high-end resorts. Investigators also al-
lege that Soofer sent approximately
$475,000 to a Greek property developer
to purchase a vacation property.

The complaint further alleges that
Soofer submitted false and misleading
invoices to conceal the misuse of funds,
at times using the names and logos of
legitimate businesses without authori-
zation. Authorities claim he also cre-
ated the appearance that his nonprofit
was leasing properties from third-party
landlords at market rates, while in fact
paying himself above-market rent.

Federal investigators additionally al-
lege that Soofer failed to provide con-
tracted services to homeless partici-
pants. Site visits conducted by city and
county investigators reportedly found
limited food options at some locations,
including instant noodles and canned

“Success grows through
collaboration. There is
room for all members of
our community. Women
Owning Their Future is
an opportunity for all of
us fo unite, support one
another, and build new
goals and paths where
everyone can rise as a
united community.”

— Mayor Sharona Nazarian

Connect with dynamic speakers, gain practical insights, and build
meaningful relationships with women who are shaping their futures
and uplifting others along the way.

FREE ADMISSION | ALL ARE WELCOME | RSVP REQUIRED
BEVERLYHILLS.ORG/OWNYOURFUTURE
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BEVERLY
HILLS

NOTICE OF COMMISSION VACANCIES
© [©)

PLANNING COMMISSION
One vacancy
Term begins July 1, 2026

ARCHITECTURAL AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION

Two vacancies

First Vacancy: Term begins upon appointment. Position must be filled by
a licensed landscape architect. Beverly Hills residency not required.

Second Vacancy: Term begins January 1, 2027.

Beverly Hills residency is required.

DEADLINE TO APPLY FOR THE ABOVE COMMISSION IS
ON FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2026 AT 5:00 P.M.

For more information on the above vacancies and to
obtain an application online, please visit the City's website at
www.beverlyhills.org/applyforacommission or call the City Clerk's
Office at (310) 285-2400 to obtain the application form by mail or e-mail.

Selected applicants will be required to complete a background check.

Huma Ahmed
City Clerk
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goods, despite contractual requirements
to provide three nutritionally balanced
meals per day.

According to the complaint, Soofer
also falsely represented that Abundant
Blessings had an active governing board
overseeing its finances. Investigators
later determined that some listed board
members did not exist, while others had
no knowledge of the organization.

The case is being investigated by the
FBI, IRS Criminal Investigation, and
the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development Office of Inspector
General. The prosecution is being han-
dled by the U.S. Attorney’s Office for
the Central District of California.

Soofer faces a potential maximum
sentence of 20 years in federal prison if
convicted.

“Soofer is charged with embezzling
funds designated to provide services for
homeless individuals — some of the most
vulnerable, struggling members of our
community,” said Acting Special Agent
in Charge Aaron McCullough with the
United States Department of Housing
and Urban Development Office of In-
spector General (HUD-OIG). “HUD-
OIG remains committed to working
alongside our partners on the Home-
lessness Fraud and Corruption j n Task
Force to aggressively pursue individ-
uals who compromise the integrity of
HUD programs and exploit communi-
ties in need.”

City Reviews Relocation
Options for Carol Bove
Sculpture After Years of

Maintenance Challenges

The City is considering relocating 10,
a public sculpture by artist Carol Bove,
following a decade of ongoing main-
tenance concerns and debates over its
placement and presentation.

The stainless-steel sculpture was se-
lected in 2014 through the then—Fine Art
Commission’s Priority Exercise and ap-
proved for installation in Beverly Gar-
dens Park in September 2015. Located
at the corner of Beverly Drive and Park-

Collection.

Mayor Sharona Nazarzan and Blll Wzley

Nazarian Visits Businesses on Rodeo Drive
On Thursday, January 22, Mayor Sharona Nazarian visited several businesses along
Two Rodeo Drive, including Dior on Rodeo Drive and Sweet Angeles at the Rodeo

She is pictured alongside Bill Wiley, Director of CBRE Two Rodeo Drive.

way, the painted glyph was mounted on
a flat, six-inch cement plinth flush with
the ground. The artwork was purchased
for $200,000.

Shortly after installation, by October
2015, the sculpture began to show signs
of public interaction, including scratch-
es and black marks. City staff consulted
with David Zwirner Gallery, which rep-
resented the artist at the time, as well
as Standard Sculpture, the fabricator se-
lected by the artist, to discuss the condi-
tion of the piece and possible solutions.

During a City Council meeting on
September 19, 2017, officials were pre-
sented with the option of returning the
sculpture to the gallery for a refund,
minus a design fee, due to ongoing
maintenance issues. The City Council,
in agreement with the Fine Art Commis-
sion, opted instead to retain the artwork
and explore modifications to its base to
discourage public contact.

In 2019, IO was restored and rein-
stalled on a redesigned base consist-

NEED HELP WITH YOUR

RETIREMENT PLAN?

If you have questions about your pension, 401 (k)

or profit sharing plan, call the Western States
Pension Assistance Project to get free legal

ing of six 12-inch pillars
set within a bow tie—shaped
planter surrounded by flow-
ering ceanothus. Less than a
month later, staff observed
that the polyurethane gloss
topcoat had begun to peel in

Council directed staff to identify alter-
native locations that would provide high
visibility for public enjoyment while re-
ducing the level of physical interaction
associated with the original site in Bev-
erly Gardens Park.

Staff compiled a list of potential loca-
tions and reviewed them with the City
Architect to assess feasibility. Viable
sites were then evaluated by the Arts
and Culture Commission and the Rec-
reation and Parks Commission before
being shared with the artist’s represen-
tative from Gagosian Gallery. Two lo-
cations were ultimately identified as
meeting the project’s goals: Maltz Mini
Park at 9800 Sunset Boulevard and the
Burton Way median at Foothill Road
and Burton Way.

Liaisons preferred to install the art-
work on Burton Way

City staff plan to return to the City
Council to seek approval of a preferred
site. If approved, Community Services
staff will work with Public Works to de-
termine final costs related to de-instal-
lation, restoration, reconstruction of the
original base, transportation, and rein-
stallation.

Beverly Hills Theater
Cancels Comedian’s Show

advice. Funded by the U.S. Administration on
Community Living, WSPAP staff provides free

Amid Controversy

The Fine Arts Theatre in Beverly Hills
canceled a scheduled performance by Is-
raeli comedian Guy Hochman after alle-
gations surfaced claiming he supported
violence against Palestinian civilians.

The theater had rented its space to an
event promoter for Hochman’s show
on Tuesday, January 27. According to a
statement from Michael Hall, president
of the theater’s parent company, Screen-
ing Services Group, the venue did not
request information about Hochman’s
political views before the booking.

several areas. The artist also
expressed concerns that the
new base did not align with
her original artistic intent.
She requested that a six-foot
fence and privacy
screen be installed
to block public view
until the sculpture
could be returned to
its original low-pro-
file plinth.

On May 20, City
staff presented a

Legal Advertising
Mike Saghian
Eiman Matian

circulation for the County
of Los Angeles. Case
# BS065841 of the Los
Angeles Superior Court, on
November 30, 2000.

legal assistance to anyone with a question about
their retirement plan.

CALL US TODAY 1.866.413.4911

140 South Beverly Drive
#201

Beverly Hills, CA 90212
310.887.0788 phone
310.887.0789 fax

CNPA Member
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prompting the theater to investigate.
Hall stated that the theater could not
verify the allegations beyond the orig-
inal accuser and offered Hochman the
chance to publicly refute them. “He de-
clined to do so. He is now banned from
our facility,” Hall said in the statement.
He emphasized that the theater does not
take political positions and does not
support genocide against any group.
The cancellation prompted a back-
lash from free speech advocates and
members of the Jewish community. In
response, the theater issued an apology,
acknowledging it was inappropriate to
require any artist to make political state-
ments as a condition for appearing.
Speaking to The Hollywood Reporter,
Hochman called the theater’s apology

insincere, suggesting it was motivated
by outside pressure rather than princi-

ple.

After the
apology, Hall
reportedly
reached  out

to Hochman’s
representa-
tives to reopen
discussions
about the per-
formance, but
the comedian

lined.
Guy Hochman de‘(‘:I ined

don’t
want to perform there because he sub-
jected me to a test,” he said, according
to The Hollywood Reporter. “It was a
loyalty test. I prefer my people above
my career. And I will never

Wrigley Field Tour

See MLB games in Milwaukee,

Bob's BASEBALL Tours

East Coast Tour

L.Isgel 6 MLB games in Boston,

say untrue things about my
people — say we rape and
starve and commit geno-
cide. This is not the story.
I don’t believe it. And it’s

Minnesota, and 2 at Wrigley Field. P 1 »
Wrigley Field Tour begins and ends near New York (Vankee’s & Mets). Cynlcal N
Minneapolis-St Paul International Guided c
Ail t. uided Tour NYC, Free time in .
rpor Philadelphia & Baltimore, Day at Baseball Clty Advances
Travelers are responsible for getting to Hall of Farl?e ig Cogperstowg. Toﬁr begi?s
the start of tour. Hotel near the Airport in Newark and ends in Pittsburgh. Hotels
offers FREE shuttle. w/Free Shuttle near Major Airports. Large Park
.
Good tickets, hotels, quality Motor Coach. For brochure call or text 507-217-1326 or visit our website: S 1 g na g e an d Ru 1 es
www.bobsbaseballtours.com Update

The City is moving for-

Meeting

Vered Nisim, Helena Rosenthal, Pam Kraushaar, Rose Kaiserman, Erica
Felsenthal, Noelle Batista, Laura Margo

Health and Human Relations Commission Holds First

The Health and Human Relations Commission held its first meeting Monday since
merging the Human Relations and Health and Safety Commissions.

ward with updates to large park signage
and park rules as part of the 2025-26
Recreation and Parks Commission Work
Plan, an initiative aimed at improving
park safety, increasing public aware-
ness, and ensuring consistent communi-
cation of regulations across major park
sites.

The effort was first reviewed in March
2024, when the Large Park Signage Ad
Hoc Committee examined existing sig-
nage, park rules, municipal code ref-
erences, and enforcement challenges.
Key issues identified included off-leash
dogs, unauthorized instruction, and
smoking violations. The committee also

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

DATE: Thursday, February 12, 2026
TIME: 1:30 PM, or as soon thereafter as the matter may
be heard
LOCATION: Meeting will be held in person at:
Commission Meeting Room 280A
Beverly Hills City Hall
455 North Rexford Drive
Beverly Hills, CA 90210
Members of the public may also participate via
teleconference; details provided below.
PROJECT
ADDRESS: 499 North Canon Drive (nearest cross street:

North Santa Monica Boulevard)

The Planning Commission of
the City of Beverly Hills, at its
REGULAR meeting on Thursday,
February 12, 2026, will hold a
public hearing beginning at 1:30
PM, or as soon thereafter as the
matter may be heard to consider
the following:

Conditional Use Permit (CUP).
A request for a CUP to allow |
a car rental agency (Falcon
Car Rental Co.) at 499 North
Canon Drive. The subject
property is located within the
City’s T-1, Transportation Zone,
with uses at the site operating
under a Variance issued in 1961
(Resolution No. 22) that allows
all uses permissible in the C-3, |
Commercial Zone at the subject
property. Accordingly, pursuant
to Beverly Hills Municipal Code (BHMC) §10-3-1604, automotive related uses, including
the rental of automobiles, are permissible within the C-3 zone, subject to the approval
of a CUP.

This project has been assessed in accordance with the authority and criteria contained in
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA, Public Resources Code Sections 21000

PROJECT SITE

//{J d'I'I\I(:.':w.'m Drren
/z//

et seq.), the State CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Sections
15000 et seq.), and the environmental regulations of the City. Upon review, the project
appears to qualify for a Class 1 Categorical Exemption (Existing Facilities) in accordance
with the requirements of Section 15301 of the state CEQA Guidelines. Accordingly, the
Planning Commission will consider a recommendation to find the project exempt from the
environmental review requirements of CEQA.

How to Participate
In the interest of maintaining appropriate social distancing, members of the public can
participate in, watch, or listen to the commission meetings through the following methods:

* In Person: Submit a speaker card to the Recording Secretary at the meeting.

+ Oral Comment: Call (310) 288-2288, select Option 1 when prompted. You will be placed
on a brief hold, and called upon to make a comment at the appropriate time.

+ Video Comment: https://beverlyhills-org.zoom.us/my/bevpublic, enter passcode:
90210 when prompted.

» Written Comment: Email commentPC@beverlyhills.org

+ Audio Only: Call (310) 288-2288, select Option 2 when prompted.
+ Watch LIVE: BHTV Channel 10 on Spectrum Cable or www.beverlyhills.org/watchlive

It is recommended that written public comments be submitted to the Planning Commission
Recording Secretary by 11:30 AM on the meeting date. Public comments will also be taken
during the meeting when the topic is being reviewed by the Planning Commission. Written
comments should identify the Agenda Item number or topic in the subject line of the email.
In order to be read at the meeting, written comments will be allowed with a maximum of
350 words, which corresponds to approximately three (3) minutes of speaking time. If a
comment is received after the agenda item is heard, it will not be a part of the record.

Any written comments received by end of the day on Tuesday, February 3, 2026, will be
attached to the agenda report regarding this item. Any comments received after Tuesday,
February 3, 2026, but prior the public hearing, will be distributed to the Commission under
separate cover. According to Government Code Section 650009, if you challenge the City’s
action in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised
at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the
City, either at or prior to the public hearing. Please note that any comments received prior
to or during the public hearing will be considered as part of the public record.

If there are any questions regarding this notice, please contact Rachel Van Voorhis,
Assistant Planner, in the Planning Division at (310) 285-6863, or by email at rvanvoorhis@
beverlyhills.org. Copies of the project plans and associated application materials are on
file in the Community Development Department and can be reviewed by contacting the
project planner listed above.

Sincerely,
Rachel Van Voorhis, Assistant Planner

and Room 280A are also equipped with audio equipment for the hearing impaired.

Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Beverly Hills will make reasonable efforts to accommodate persons with disabilities. If you require special assistance, please call (310) 285-1126 (voice) or (310) 285-
'7\ (‘j\ 6881 (TTY). Providing at least forty-eight (48) hours advance notice will help to ensure availability of services. City Hall, including the Council Chamber and Room 280A, is wheelchair accessible. The City Hall Council Chamber
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