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An Evening of

Hosted by Beverly Hills Mayor Sharona Nazarian

THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 2026

6:00 - 7:00 p.m. — Doors open | Saban Theatre

7:00 p.m. - Show starts ‘ 8440 Wilshire Boulevard
Beverly Hills, CA 90211

Straight

TALK

with

Join us for an event featuring international
cuisine and entertainment.

Highlighted acts include:

EDEN KONTESZ YAJING KANG
Singer, songwriter, Pianist, conductor, and
actress interdisciplinary artist

. § [

ABIODUN KOYA TEHRAN
Classical and Comedian
operatic singer
Special Guest Appearance by
MAX AMINI, Comedian

THURSDAY,
MARCH 12, 2026

5:30 P.M. - 6:30 P.M.

Light refreshments will be served.

Join us as we hear from Beverly Hills City Manager,
Nancy Hunt-Coffey as she prepares to conclude her
30-year career in public service.

We'll talk to her about her proudest moments, accomplishments and

plans for her new chapter!

We’ll also be joined by Assistant City Manager Ryan Gohlich as he

shares his new vision as incoming City Manager.

® IN-PERSON: City Hall Municipal Gallery
455 N. Rexford Dr., Beverly Hills, CA 90210

® VIRTUAL OPTION AVAILABLE!

Page 2 - Beverly Hills Weekly

7 To submit your questions in advance, email
StraightTalkWithSharona@beverlyhills.org

# For more information and to attend virtually,
visit beverlyhills.org/straighttalk
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Court Denies Mirisch Challenge
to'Beverly Hills Term Limits

No Time For Appeal Before Filing Deadline

WHAT’S ON
YOUR MIND?

You can write us at:

140 South Beverly Drive
#201

Beverly Hills, CA 90212

You can fax us at:
310.887.0789

email us at:
editor@bhweekly.com
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“Tensions Flare During
Board Public Comment”
[Issue #1378]

When a child makes a mistake, we gen-
tly correct them, encourage an apology,
and help them make sure it doesn’t hap-
pen again.

Unfortunately, BHUSD does not appear
to have a similar guiding hand. In fact, it
seems that whoever is running the show
at the district office has abandoned good
governance in favor of a 2-step ethos:

Step 1: Do not allow the community to
see or discuss what we are doing.

Step 2: If Step 1 fails, never acknowl-
edge or apologize, for any of it, ever.

Since January, the attitude of the board
towards the people it serves has pivoted
from mere disinterest to open, sometimes
seething hostility. Many individuals want-
ing to address the board are prevented
from doing so by the recent (unexplained)
elimination of public comment via Zoom,
which shuts out anyone with extended
work hours, childcare obligations, or dis-
abilities. Those able to attend meetings
are forced to wait for hours to speak, in
the hopes they’ll give up and go home.
The few who can stick it out are subject-
ed to everything from eye-rolling during
their comment to abusive diatribes from
the dais.

Instead of addressing the message, the
board attacks the messenger.

The aftermath of the decision to allow
a convicted sexual predator and alt-right
influencer onto the Beverly High campus
is just the latest example of the board and
administration prioritizing its own com-
fort over student safety. For a week after
the incident, BHUSD insisted that all visi-
tor protocols were followed, that speakers
aren’t screened for “ideology” (or abhor-
rent public behavior, apparently), and that
it was a student club, so nothing could be
done anyway.

It was only after a wave of press cov-
erage highlighting the severity of this be-
trayal of the public trust that the district
admitted anything went wrong at all. Not
in a message to parents, but in a post-pub-
lication comment from Superintendent
Alex Cherniss, added to an article in the
Beverly Press.

Instead of protecting the community,
the district protects its Google results.

I speak from recent personal experience
when [ say I am certain the district can
send a press release when it wants to. So
it’s unfathomable that the very same dis-
trict can't figure out how to send an email
to parents addressing a crisis caused by its
own negligence.

The only explanation I can think of is
this: Publicly admitting to the BHUSD
community that it was wrong to allow an
adult to sell his toxic ideology to students
would force district leadership to admit it

was wrong to allow Board member Rus-
sell Stuart to do the same with his book
(with Dr. Cherniss in attendance!) in De-
cember.

Instead of taking accountability, Stuart
pulled papers for a City Council run.

A school district with the prestige, re-
sources, and potential of BHUSD de-
serves better than to be led by individu-
als who constantly leave the community
holding the bag — and the bill.

Kimberly Lifschitz
Beverly Hills

“South Camden Builder's
Remedy”

“You Are Stupid!!!”

That’s the message that the Beverly
Hills City Council is sending to you.

In Jessica Ogilvie’s excellent article in
last week’s Beverly Hills Courier, she un-
covered what the City Council does not
want you to know.

Ms. Ogilvie discovered an unknown
legal settlement agreement concerning a
proposed Builder’s Remedy project at 140
S. Camden.

The developer had sued last June, and
the case was dismissed in January. The
case was last shown on a City Council
“Closed Session Agenda” on October 28,
2025.

There was virtually no activity on the
case, since it was filed. The judge never
issued any ruling. The City did not fight.
In essence, the developer will have anoth-
er crack at approval, and have their legal
fees paid by the City Council.

Every Councilmember touts that this is
the most transparent City Council in his-
tory. Why was this backroom deal hid-
den? What is the City Council and senior
Staff trying to hide?

Despite current Councilmember protes-
tations, the Builder’s Remedy fiasco was
caused by Staff by taking years to file an
approved Housing Element.

These Builder’s Remedy projects are
destroying your neighborhoods. It hap-
pened by either Staff incompetence or
intent.

Will the current City Council explain
this latest Builder’s Remedy episode?

No, because the City Council does not
believe that you are not smart enough to
understand.

Steve Mayer
Beverly Hills

brief

Candidates File for Beverly
Hills City Council Race

Five candidates have filed to run for
seats on the Beverly Hills City Council in
the upcoming election, as of press time.

Cultural Heritage Commissioner Andy
Licht, Councilmember Les Friedman,
Mayor Sharona Nazarian, Board of Edu-
cation member Russell Stuart, and Bever-
ly Hills Cookies store owner Barry Axel-
rod have each filed candidacy paperwork
and accepted the city’s voluntary cam-
paign contribution limits.

Licht placed fifth in the 2022 City
Council, while Stuart placed fifth in the
2024 election.

The election is scheduled for June 2,
and will fill three City Council seats as
well as one city treasurer seat.

Howard Fisher is currently unopposed
in the race for treasurer.

The candidate filing period runs through
Friday, March 6.

City Council to Consider
Resolution Raising Concerns
About Wikipedia Content

At its Wednesday meeting, which was
expected to be held after the Weekly's
deadline, the City Council was expected
to discuss a proposed resolution express-
ing concerns about Wikipedia regarding
Israel and Jewish history.

The item was brought forward by
Councilmember John Mirisch, with the
concurrence of Mayor Sharona Nazarian,
according to the March 4 staff report.

“The proposed resolution condemns
Wikipedia’s lack of objectivity and cred-
ibility of information specifically on sub-
jects such as Israel, Jewish history, and
Jewish identity and urges the Internal
Revenue Service and California Fran-
chise Tax Board to review and suspend
Wikimedia’s tax-exempt status until it
addresses the issues regarding bias,” ac-
cording to the staff report.

The proposed resolution focuses on
concerns regarding Wikipedia’s editing
platform, which allows users, including
anonymous ones, to create and edit con-
tent.

According to the staff report, some
scholars, including Schlomit Lir, argue
that Wikipedia’s open-editing structure
has led to misinformation on certain top-
ics. In one example, the article “Zionism,”
has been protected because of disruptive
editing. However, the article has still un-
dergone 500 edits since June.

Other articles, such as ‘“Arab-Israeli
conflict” have been flagged as a “con-
tentious topic” by Wikipedia. According
to Wikipedia, “These are specially des-
ignated topics that have attracted more
persistent disruptive editing than the rest
of the project and have been designated
as contentious topics by the Arbitration
Committee.”

The proposed resolution would also re-
quire the Beverly Hills Public Library to
post notices about Wikipedia’s credibility
and promote alternative resources.

City Council to Weigh
Launch of Microtransit Pilot
Program

At its Wednesday study session, which
was held after the Weekly s deadline, the
City Council was expected to discuss
whether to move forward with a proposed
two-year microtransit pilot program
aimed at improving mobility and connect-
ing riders to the Metro D Line stations set
to open on May 8 and another in 2027.

“The primary justification for public
transit investment is not financial return,
but rather the public benefits of reduced
traffic congestion, lower greenhouse gas
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