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In a review, city staff concluded there 
is insufficient evidence to support that the 
project would create an adverse impact 
on public safety.  According to a city staff 
report, the Fire Department indicated it 
does not anticipate issues. 

The California Department of Housing 
and Community Development also is-
sued a notice of potential violation after 
the Planning Commission’s denial. 

The project can now move forward 
with approvals for both the development 
plan and a density bonus permit.

Beverly Hills Rescinds Prior 
Denial of Linden Drive 
Project Following Court 
Order

The City Council reversed its earlier 
decision denying an appeal tied to a pro-
posed mixed-use development on South 
Linden Drive, which complies with a Los 
Angeles County Superior Court ruling 
that found the city improperly handled 
the application process.

The development, proposed at 125–129 
South Linden Drive, calls for a 19-story 
building combining hotel and residen-
tial uses. Plans include a 73-room hotel, 
along with 165 apartment units. Thir-
ty-three of those units would be reserved 
for lower-income households.

The developer submitted the appli-
cation in April 2023 under the state’s 
“builder’s remedy” provision. 

City staff initially deemed the applica-
tion incomplete in May 2023 and again 
in Oct. 2023. The developer revised the 
proposal and appealed the second. Addi-
tional notices citing incomplete materials 
were issued throughout 2024.

In June 2024, the City Council denied 
the appeal, citing several reasons, includ-
ing that it was filed late, that subsequent 
determinations had rendered it moot, and 
that the project did not qualify for build-
er’s remedy protections. 

Legal challenges were filed by the de-

veloper and a housing advocacy group, 
Californians for Homeownership. 

In its ruling, the court found that Bev-
erly Hills violated both the Housing Ac-
countability Act and the Permit Stream-
lining Act. The judge determined that the 
city improperly concluded the prelimi-
nary application had expired and incor-
rectly denied the appeal. The court also 
found that the project qualifies for build-
er’s remedy protections.

The ruling requires the city to treat the 
preliminary application as complete and 
proceed with reviewing the development 
proposal.

Beverly Hills to Add All-
Way Stop Signs at Six 
Intersections

Six intersections along Summit and 
Marilyn drives will receive all-way stop 
controls following approval by the Traf-
fic and Parking Commission.

The commission voted 3-1 on Feb. 5 to 
authorize installation of stop signs at the 
locations, citing safety concerns related 
to limited visibility and driver confusion 
over right-of-way. 

The decision follows a community re-
quest focused on the intersection of Sum-
mit Drive and Marilyn Drive, where resi-
dents reported near-miss incidents. 

A subsequent city review identified 
similar conditions at five nearby intersec-
tions, which prompted a broader traffic 
study. City staff determined that all six 
locations met updated state criteria for 
all-way stop control outlined in the Jan. 
edition of the California Manual on Uni-
form Traffic Control Devices. Officials 
noted that visibility issues at the sites are 
influenced by steep terrain, road curva-
ture, and vegetation, particularly in the 
hillside neighborhood.

During the meeting, the commission 
said additional stop signs would improve 
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Westside Mayors Discuss Housing, Transit, and Regional 
Planning at Urban Forum 
Local mayors gathered at the Westside Urban Forum Mayor’s Panel last week. The 
mayors discussed what their communities are experiencing right now and what’s 
ahead, land use, mobility and the Metro expansion, affordable and workforce hous-
ing, and how to prepare for major regional events that will impact everyone.

Culver City Mayor Freddy Puza, Inglewood Mayor James Thurman 
Butts, Mayor Sharona Nazarian, Santa Monica Mayor Caroline Torosis 
and West Hollywood Mayor John Heilman

Beverly Hills Police Officers 
Association Endorses 
Friedman, Nazarian and 
Stuart 

The Beverly Hills Police Officers Asso-
ciation (BHPOA) formally announced its 
endorsement of Mayor Sharona Nazari-
an, Councilmember Les Friedman, and 
Board of Education member Russell Stu-
art for the upcoming City Council elec-
tion.

According to the association, Nazari-
an and Councilmember Les Friedman 
have established themselves as leaders 
who prioritize public safety in their de-
cision-making. It added that their records 
reflect an understanding of the challenges 
facing law enforcement and a willingness 
to support policies and initiatives that al-
low officers to protect the community.

It added that Russell Stuart has also 
demonstrated a commitment to public 
safety, adding that his service as a sit-
ting member on the Board of Education, 
has shown that he values the role of law 
enforcement and understands the impor-
tance of ensuring that officers have the 
support necessary to perform their duties 
effectively.

“These endorsements reflect our con-
fidence that Mayor Nazarian, Coun-
cilmember Friedman, and Mr. Stuart will 
continue to prioritize the safety of Bever-
ly Hills residents and support the officers 
who serve this community every day,” 
said President Christian Bond. “Public 
safety is not negotiable, it is the founda-
tion of a thriving community. These can-
didates understand that, and their actions 
have consistently reflected it.”

City Council Approves 
26-Story Housing Project on 
Burton Way

Just before 2:45 a.m., the City Council 
unanimously approved  a previously de-
nied high-rise housing project on Burton 
Way, following an appeal by the devel-
oper.

The proposal, located at 8844 Burton 
Way, calls for a 26-story building with 
200 units. The project includes 22  afford-
able units. 

Public comments opposing the project 
largely cited public safety concerns. Spe-
cifically, related to violation of the fire 
code, missing seismic analysis, blocked 
emergency egress, underground tieback 
threat, unverified fire safety systems, and 
a dewatering gap. 

Public comments in favor of the devel-
opment largely supported an increase in 
affordable housing in the city. 

The development would rise more than 
300 feet. 

The Planning Commission voted in 
Nov. to deny the project, citing concerns 
about public safety, traffic and the height. 
Commissioners also raised questions 
about the distribution of affordable units 
and whether emergency services could 
effectively respond to incidents.


