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“City Council Approves 
26-Story Housing Project on 
Burton Way” [Issue #1382] 

On the night of March 24, the Beverly 
Hills City Council approved the proposed 
26-story residential tower at 8844 Burton 
Way. But before this community moves 
on, there is a story worth telling about 
what happened in that chamber.

A group of neighbors, working entire-
ly on their own initiative and at their own 
expense, produced an evidence booklet 
documenting in precise technical detail 
the geotechnical, seismic, methane, lique-
faction, fire safety, and emergency egress 
concerns this project has never adequately 
addressed. The incumbent Mayor told the 
room it was the finest community presen-
tation he had seen in seventeen years.

The project was approved. But it was 
not approved in silence, and it was not 
approved without consequence. Coun-
cilmember Mary Wells demonstrated a 
remarkable command of the technical 
record and brought forward eight+ condi-
tions of approval addressing seismic peer 
review requirements, alley access, noise 
mitigation, and occupancy standards. Vice 
Mayor Craig Corman added additional 
conditions to further protect our commu-
nity. Those conditions now exist because 
residents did the work to put them there.

This project is unlikely to break ground 
for two years or more. Every concern 
raised is permanently on the public record 
and will follow this project through ev-
ery permit and every inspection that lies 
ahead.

One moment deserves particular men-
tion. When it was disclosed that our 
community raised and spent $20,000 on 
independent legal counsel, an indepen-
dent geotechnical peer review, and public 
outreach, Councilmember Wells asked the 
developer directly, on the record, whether 
he would reimburse those funds. He said 
yes.

Beverly Hills residents should know 
this: when a community organizes with 
facts, integrity, and grace, it is heard. We 
were heard.
Renée Strauss
Beverly Hills

briefs
Beverly Hills Enacts Ban 
on Single-Use Plastic 
Foodware

A new ordinance restricting single-use 
plastics took effect March 18 in Beverly 
Hills, requiring food facilities and cer-
tain retailers to stop using plastic-based 
disposable foodware.

The regulation, adopted by the City 
Council in 2024, prohibits the distri-
bution of items such as plastic straws, 
utensils and takeout containers, as well 
as the sale of expanded polystyrene 
products.

Under the ordinance, businesses may 
only provide compostable foodware, 
unlined aluminum containers or CRV 
beverage containers. Materials that 
are no longer allowed include expand-
ed polystyrene foam, petroleum-based 
plastics, bioplastics such as PLA, and 
wax-coated or plastic-lined products.

City Council Recommends 
New Design for October 7 
Memorial

The City Council discussed a change 
in design for the Oct. 7 memorial hon-
oring victims of the attack on Israel, as 
there are now cost increases tied to the 
original proposal.

The new proposal is expected to re-
place the design, “40 Steps to the Sky” 
by Broskin Studios, with a new concept 
titled “Shared Light Between Us” by 
Atelier Eyster Architecture. 

The proposed site is located at the 
corner of Rexford Drive and Burton 
Way, adjacent to the Beverly Hills Pub-
lic Library.

The original proposal was estimated 
at $1.5 million, but an independent anal-
ysis later projected costs between $7.5 
million and $8.7 million. 

Efforts to reduce costs brought the 
estimate down to $3 million. However, 
additional concerns were raised regard-
ing timelines. 

A separate estimate places the cost of 
the new design between $1.8 million 
and $2.2 million if completed in a sin-
gle phase. 

The City Council has allocated 
$500,000 toward the project, with ad-
ditional funding from donors totaling 
$63,000. A $250,000 contribution from 
the Jewish Federation is scheduled for 
council consideration in April. If ap-
proved, total available funding would 
exceed $800,000, according to the re-
port.

Stephanie Harris Named 
Next Assistant City Manager

Stephanie Harris, currently the City’s 
Director of Community Services, has 
been selected as the next Assistant City 
Manager for the City of Beverly Hills.  

She will join 
i n c o m i n g 
City Manager 
Ryan Gohlich 
and Deputy 
City Man-
ager Keith 
Sterling in 
the City Man-
ager’s office 
this July upon 
the retirement 
of City Man-
ager Nancy 

Hunt-Coffey.
Harris currently oversees the Com-

munity Services Department which in-
cludes the Administrative Support, Li-

brary, Arts & Culture, and Recreation & 
Parks divisions. 

“I am very pleased to welcome Steph-
anie to the role of Assistant City Man-
ager,” said Gohlich.  “During her 12 
years with Beverly Hills, Stephanie has 
elevated our programs, built collabo-
rative relationships, and demonstrated 
versatility and sound leadership. I look 
forward to her partnership in the years 
ahead.”

As ACM, Harris will assist in the dai-
ly management of City operations, pro-
vide oversight of select departments and 
work closely with the City Council.

“I am thankful to Ryan for the privi-
lege of serving as the next Assistant City 
Manager,” said 
Harris. “I am 
proud to work 
with dedicat-
ed and talented 
colleagues and 
look forward to 
supporting the 
City Council 
and Ryan while 
serving this out-
standing com-
munity in the 
years ahead.”

Harris joined 
the City in 2014 
as a Manage-
ment Analyst in 
the Community 
Services Department, later promoting to 
Senior Management Analyst and Com-
munity Services Manager before join-
ing the City Manager’s Office in 2022 
as Community Outreach Manager.  She 
later returned to Community Services 
as Interim Director in 2023 and was lat-
er named permanent Director.  Prior to 
joining Beverly Hills, Harris worked for 
the City of Rosemead’s Parks & Recre-

ation Department for 11 years.
She earned her Bachelor’s Degree 

from California State University, Los 
Angeles and her Master’s in Public Ad-
ministration from California State Uni-
versity, Northridge.

Students Bring Probability 
to Life Through Annual 
Carnival Experience

Beverly High students in the Probabil-
ity and Statistics course recently contin-
ued an annual tradition with the school’s 
Probability Fair, a student-led event that 
is intended to transform mathematical 
theory into real-world application.

Led by mathematics teacher Josh 

Glass, the project challenges students 
to design and operate original car-
nival-style games rooted entirely in 
chance. Each game is developed using 
principles of theoretical probability and 
expected value, requiring students to 
think critically about outcomes, fair-
ness, and profitability before putting 
their designs into practice.

Stephanie Harris

Grand Return of Hymn of Life: Tulips by Yayoi Kusama
On Wednesday, March 25, Councilmember Les Friedman, Vice Mayor Craig Cor-
man, Mayor Sharona Nazarian and Councilmember John Mirisch were at the open-
ing ceremony of the return of Yayoi Kusama’s ‘Hymn of Life: Tulips’ sculpture in 
Beverly Gardens Park.
Hymn of Life: Tulips by Japanese artist, Yayoi Kusama, is a sculpture of three life-
sized tulips covered with the artist’s known dotting patterns. Hymn of Life: Tulips 
was Kusama’s first public-art commission in the United States, and the Beverly 
Hills Fine Arts (now Arts and Culture) Commission’s first commissioned artwork.

Councilmember Les Friedman, Vice Mayor Craig Corman, Mayor 
Sharona Nazarian, and Councilmember John Mirisch

Josh Glass, Anhelina Voishcheva, Leora Naydavood, 
Talia Ashoorzadeh, Amanda Stern, Vivian Shinbrot, Alex 
Cherniss



April 2 - April 8, 2026 • Page 3

briefs cont. on page 4

WHAT’S ON
YOUR MIND?
You can write us at:
140 South Beverly Drive 
#201
Beverly Hills, CA 90212

You can fax us at:
310.887.0789
email us at:
editor@bhweekly.com

Issue 1383 • April 2 - April 8, 2026
Beverly Hills Weekly Inc.

Founded: October 7, 1999
Published Thursdays

Delivered in Beverly HilIs, Beverlywood, Los Angeles
ISSN#1528-851X

www.bhweekly.com

Publisher & CEO
Josh E. Gross

Reporter
Danielle Berjikian

Sports Editor
Steven Herbert

Contributing Editor
Rudy Cole
(1925-2013)

Legal Advertising 
Mike Saghian
Eiman Matian

140 South Beverly Drive 
#201
Beverly Hills, CA 90212
310.887.0788 phone
310.887.0789 fax
CNPA Member

editor@bhweekly.com
All staff can be reached at:
first name @bhweekly.com
Unsolicited materials will not be returned.
©2026 Beverly Hills Weekly Inc.

1 year 
subscriptions are 

available.
Sent via US Mail

$75 payable
 in advance

Adjudicated as a 
newspaper of general 

circulation for the County 
of Los Angeles.  Case 

# BS065841 of the Los 
Angeles Superior Court, on 

November 30, 2000. 

Weekly
Beverly Hills

OUR DATA SPEAKS 
VOLUMES

During the event, students hosted 
their games for peers, collecting data on 
actual gameplay and comparing results 
to their initial calculations. 

“This annual tradition is a powerful 
example of how our students bring ac-
ademic concepts to life through mean-
ingful, hands-on learning,” said Alex 
Cherniss, Superintendent of the Beverly 
Hills Unified School District. “Through 
experiences like the Probability Carni-
val, our students are developing critical 
thinking, creativity, and analytical skills 
that prepare them to thrive in a complex, 
ever-changing world.”

Board Keeps Current 
Design For High School 
Lawn

The Board of Education indicated 
March 10 it will move forward with 
the current design of the Beverly High 
grand lawn, declining to pursue late 
changes as the project nears completion.

Board members briefly considered 
whether to add more grass to landscaped 
areas, but district staff said doing so 
would require replacing the irrigation 
system and could add hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in costs. Changes could 

also delay the opening of the space, 
which is expected within weeks. 

The existing plan uses drought-toler-
ant landscaping that officials said will 
grow fuller over time, based on previ-
ously approved renderings.

Metro Board Advances K 
Line North Extension After 
Unanimous Vote

The board of the Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
unanimously approved key elements of 
the K Line North 
Extension, a 
proposed rail 
project connect-
ing several ma-
jor transit lines 
across central 
Los Angeles.

The plan 
would extend 
the K Line about 
10 miles north 
from Exposi-
tion/Crenshaw, 
linking to the 
Metro D Line and Metro B Line, with 
service through areas of Los Angeles 

and West Hollywood. 
The board selected the 
San Vicente-Fairfax 
route as the preferred 
alignment.

The vote follows de-
bate over tunneling 
impacts in Mid-City 
neighborhoods. A com-
promise backed by Kar-
en Bass and Lindsey 
Horvath allows up to 
one year of additional 
study while other plan-
ning work continues.

The project has more 
than $2 billion in Mea-
sure M funding, though 

construction funds are not currently 
scheduled until 2041. Additional ap-
provals will be required as planning 
moves forward. 

One Beverly Hills Secures 
$4.3 Billion Financing 

The developers of One Beverly Hills 
have secured $4.3 billion in financing 
to complete the large-scale mixed-use 
project in Beverly Hills.

The funding package, led by J.P. Mor-
gan with participation from VICI Prop-

erties, includes a $2.8 billion senior 
loan and a $1.5 billion mezzanine loan. 
According to project officials, the deal 
ranks among the largest development 
financings in the sector in recent years. 

The 17.5-acre project will include 
residential units, hotel space, retail and 
open areas. 

The site will integrate the The Beverly 
Hilton and the Waldorf Astoria Beverly 
Hills, and is designed to include approx-
imately 10 acres of gardens and 1,800 
underground parking spaces.

“This transaction is indicative of the 
confidence the market has in our vision 
for One Beverly Hills. We are delight-
ed to be working with J.P. Morgan and 
VICI, two of the most respected insti-

2025-26 Team BH Members Graduate 
On Wednesday, March 25, the City Council attended the Team Beverly Hills graduation ceremony at City Hall. They presented 
graduate certificates to the nearly 40 members of the 2025-26 Team BH Program.  Team BH is a five-month leadership and ed-
ucation program which provides a look at how local government works through nine class sessions and interactive experiences 
with various city departments. 

Michelle Adams, Nicole Ahobim Hendifar, Ashley Anderson, Teja Anderson, Michael Arena, Krissy Austin, 
Judy Burkow, Naomi Chung, Ethan Eichman, Donna Gillman, Michelle Hadley, Cynthia Hajjar, Carole Hakak, 
Aaron Hasson, Hilary Helstein, Cindy Kamm, Maryam Kazerani Pasikhani, Pamela Klamer, Alexandra Kozak, 
Michael Lippman, Meghan Mariani, Claire O’ Brien, Elaine Polachek, Jeannine Ramer, Roxana Rastegar, 
Paula Rodriguez, Ariel Rofeim, Susie Romano, Jordan Rubinstein, Maxime Salvador, Lana Savinoff, Kilani 
Storm, Kehvon Thomas, Richman Tine, Dimitri Tolios, Clint Upchurch, Eden Yungerman, Tatiana Zinko

Drought Resistant Vegetation is at Center

Rendering of One Beverly Hills 


