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prompted accusations that her First 
Amendment rights were being limited.

In messages shared with parents at the 
time, Board Vice President Sigalie Sa-
bag said the speaker had been invited by 
students and that standard procedures 
were followed, adding that the district’s 
role in student club events is primarily 
procedural.

On Tuesday, board members reviewed 

existing policies. The board is expect-
ed to continue its discussion at a future 
meeting and possibly approve changes. 

Students Graduate from 
Teen CERT Program

On April 7, Beverly High celebrated 

the graduation of 36 students from the 
Teen Community Emergency Response 
Team (CERT) program, which recog-
nized their commitment to service, safe-
ty, and leadership after completing 21 
hours of emergency preparedness train-
ing.

The students, all seniors in the Med-
ical Science Academy’s capstone Bio-
medical Innovation course, completed 

the program through Just in Case BH. 
Throughout the course, students en-

gaged in hands-on instruction focused 
on disaster response, fire safety, triage, 
and coordinated emergency support, 
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Funding 
Source  

Vendor 
Name 

October November December  Total 

General Fund  Atkinson, 
Andelson, 
Loya, Ruud 
& Romo 

$446.00   $446.00 

General Fund  Best Best & 
Krieger LLP 

$48,750.10 $73,981.05  $122,731.15 

General Fund  Harbottle 
Law Group, 
A 
Professional 
Corporation 

$30,129.50 $26,766.50  $56,896.00 

Measure BH Best Best & 
Krieger LLP 

$15,332.00 $4,220.00  $19,552.00 

Total Legal 
Costs Fiscal 
Year 2024-
25 Q4  

 $94,657.60 $104,967.55 $26,544.39 $199,625.15 

 
 

Vendor Name October November December  Total 

Measure BH: 
Prowest 
Constructors  

$2,770,094.08 $1,190,533.37 $1,017,371.92 $4,977,999.37 

Measure BH: 
Fonder-Salari, 
INC 

$186,107.81 $179,239.35 $139,496.98 $504,844.14 

Measure BH 
Total:  

$2,956,201.89 $1,369,772.72 $1,156,868.90 $5,482,843.51 

Grand Total:  $3,050,859.49 $1,474,740.27 $1,156,868.90 $5,682,468.66 
 
 

BHUSD Q4 Legal Fees Under $200K

Source: Assistant Superintendent, Business Services

Construction Fees Exceeds $5 Million

briefs
Court Allows Key Claims to 
Proceed in BHUSD Officer 
Election Lawsuit

A Los Angeles judge has allowed core 
portions of a lawsuit challenging the 
Board of Education’s officer election 
process to move forward, while dismiss-
ing one claim, according to a tentative 
ruling. 

The lawsuit, filed by parent and at-
torney Daniel Lifschitz, centers on the 
board’s December selection of its vice 
president and subsequent changes to in-
ternal governance rules.

In the latest development, the court 
rejected the district’s arguments to dis-
miss the case, allowing Lifschitz’s pe-
tition for a writ of mandate to proceed. 
However, the judge dismissed his sepa-
rate claim for declaratory relief, finding 
it duplicated the main claim.

The ruling means the district must for-
mally respond to the remaining claims 
within 20 days.

The case stems from the board’s De-
cember organizational meeting, when 
Sigalie Sabag was selected as vice pres-
ident. Lifschitz alleges the decision vi-
olated Board Bylaw 9100, which at the 
time outlined a rotation based on tenure 
and vote totals.

Lifschitz contends that Amanda Stern 
should have been appointed vice presi-
dent under that framework.

Following the meeting, the board 
amended the bylaw in January, remov-
ing the rotational process and reaffirmed 
Sabag’s position in a subsequent vote.

In its analysis, the court found that the 
earlier version of Bylaw 9100 likely im-
posed a ministerial duty. 

“The District established a procedur-
al, non-discretionary system for elect-
ing its officers,” the ruling states. “In so 
doing, it created a ministerial duty.”

The court also rejected the district’s 
argument that the case is moot due to 
the bylaw amendment and subsequent 
re-vote. 

Although the court agreed that 
Lifschitz does not have a direct personal 
stake beyond that of the general public, 
it ruled he has public interest standing, 
allowing him to pursue the case.

BHUSD does not comment on pend-
ing litigation. 

BHUSD Board Discusses 
Speaker, Visitor Policies

The Board of Education on Tuesday 
discussed district policies on assemblies 
and campus visitors following a recent 
contentious exchange over a controver-
sial guest speaker.

The discussion comes after a Feb. 24 
meeting in which a parent raised con-
cerns during public comment about a 
speaker invited by a student club, alleg-
ing the individual had a criminal histo-
ry. The exchange grew tense as board 
members directed the speaker to address 
the issue later in the meeting, which 
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