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We’re building better transit from 
DTLA to the Westside.

D LINE SUBWAY EXTENSION PROJECT 
Section 1 – Beverly Hills

April Updates
Final curb and gutter work continues on Wilshire Bl 
west of La Cienega. Sidewalk restoration is ongoing 
at the SE corner of La Cienega and Wilshire Bl.
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“Konheim Project” 
As a long time resident of Beverly Hills, 

I am writing to express my strong opposi-
tion to the Lyn Konheim project proposed 
for the narrow strip of land along Santa 
Monica Boulevard on the former railroad 
right of way.    This is the same proper-
ty where Mr. Kohneim’s group removed 
without authorization the many mature 
trees which previously grew there.

I have only seen the publicity renderings 
of the four towers proposed for the prop-
erty, which, if built, I am sure will come 
to be known as the “Great Wall of Beverly 
Hills.”

Let me emphasize that I am not opposed 
to development of housing (both mar-
ket rate and affordable) in Beverly Hills.    
California needs the housing, and Beverly 
Hills, along with other communities, has 
an obligation to facilitate such develop-
ment.  

There are ways to accommodate high 
density infill housing in a manner that is 
consistent with the City’s existing urban 
form.  While the proposed Konheim me-
ga-structures do provide some affordable 
units which we need, in my opinion the 

Konheim project, if built as proposed, 
would do so in a manner that is highly det-
rimental to public safety and to the char-
acter, look and feel which makes Beverly 
Hills so distinctive and attractive.

Unfortunately, because the City was out 
of compliance for many years with state 
law requiring the City to provide an ap-
proved ‘housing element’, the City is now 
required to permit a number of ‘builder’s 
remedy’ projects which are out of scale for 
their proposed sites and otherwise unsuit-
able for our community.

Fortunately the Konheim proposal is not 
a ‘builder’s remedy’ project, and the City 
should use all of its available tools to make 
sure the Konheim project does not go for-
ward in its current form.

Here are some of the reasons I oppose 
the project:    

•	 It is totally out of scale for the pro-
posed project site.    This is a narrow 
piece of land (maybe 50 feet wide).  
A parade of high rise buildings along 
Santa Monica Boulevard would 
change the character of the area (and 
not in a good way), and would signifi-
cantly and adversely impact the Bev-
erly Hills Gardens so recently restored 
by the City at major public expense, as 
well as the single family homes on the 
other side of Santa Monica Boulevard.    

•	 AB2011, upon which the submit-
ted application relies, is not a carte 
blanche to waive all development 
standards.    The waivers requested 
by Mr. Konheim are, in my opinion, 
absurd and inappropriate and totally 


