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“Wilshire/La Cienega 
Station to Open Tomorrow” 
[Issue #1388]

We’ve been looking forward to the 
opening of the Beverly Hills Metro sta-
tions for years. On Saturday, we walked 
over to the Wilshire-La Cienega station 
to ride the D Line to LACMA. About 
a half dozen volunteers met us and di-
rected us to the trains. We saw LAPD 
officers outside and inside the station, 
as well as on the train itself, and  when 
we had questions, volunteers jumped to 
our assistance.  We loved taking part in 
this transformative addition to the Los 
Angeles and Beverly Hills landscape; 
people of all ages were just thrilled to 
have such an easy and quick ride. 

It took three minutes to get from La 
Cienega to Fairfax- and we didn’t have 
to deal with LACMA parking. It was a 
lovely, efficient, and flawless experi-
ence. We loved it, and very much hope 
that residents will take advantage of the 
D Line. 
Andrea and Rick Grossman
Beverly Hills 

“Beverly Hills City Council 
Liaison / Central Business 
Security Committee 
Meeting” 

Yesterday, the “Beverly Hills City 
Council Liaison / Central Business Secu-
rity Committee” held a special meeting.

There were two agenda topics, “Dis-
cuss Safety and Hospitality Services” and 
“City Hall Security”

It was a public meeting … until it 
wasn’t.

The published agenda failed to include 
that after “Public Comment,” the meeting 
would continue in “Closed Session.”

A minor mistake?  Maybe.
If you, as a member of the public, 

wanted to observe the meeting, you wast-
ed your time in trying to attend a public 
meeting.

The key question is, “What other mis-
takes are being made in the City of Bever-
ly Hills through lack of attention?”

The conference room was filled with 
high-ranking employees.  All had re-
ceived, in advance, the flawed agenda.  
And not one of them designed to correct 
such an obvious error?

The City Council likes to say they hire 
only the “Best Of The Best.”  They are 
paid accordingly; their salaries are in the 
top, top tier.

When these employees sing “We Are 
The Champions” at their annual soirees, 
perhaps they should substitute “Champi-
ons” with “Dunderheads.”

What else is falling through the cracks 
in Beverly Hills due to inattention, or 
worse?

briefs
Pynoos' Fiancé Launches 
Independent Expenditure 
to Support Her Candidacy

An independent expenditure com-
mittee filed with the Beverly Hills city 
clerk supporting City Council candidate 
Rebecca Pynoos shows the listed propo-
nent is her fiancé, Nicholas Orenstein. 

Orenstein, who is the CEO of Manifest 
Space, has contributed a total of $6,632. 
He is listed as the individual contributor 
for the committee titled “Beverly Hills 
Residents to Support Rebecca Pynoos 
for City Council 2026.”

Independent Expenditure commit-
tees require supporters to operate in-
dependently from the campaign. They 
cannot coordinate with the candidate 
whatsoever. The funds do not count to-
ward the candidate’s $100,000 volun-
tary spending cap.

“Our goal is to raise awareness of the 
candidate and her qualifications to serve 
the people of Beverly Hills as a Coun-
cilmember,” Orenstein said. “The [inde-
pendent expenditure committee] can’t 
be coordinated with the campaign, but 
I’ve managed to honor that requirement.  
I’d do anything for Rebecca and I know 

she’ll make an incredible 
Councilmember for Bev-
erly Hills.” 

Stainbrook to 
Retire

Beverly Hills Police 
Chief Mark Stainbrook 
announced that he will 
retire from the depart-
ment, effective June 26.

Stainbrook joined 
BHPD in November 
2021 from the Port of San 
Diego where he served as 
Chief since 2018.

“On behalf of the City 
Council and Beverly 
Hills community, I’d 
like to thank Chief Stain-
brook for his leadership 
in moving the department 
forward,” said City Man-
ager Nancy Hunt-Cof-
fey.  “During the Chief’s 
tenure, the department 
became a national mod-
el for use of advanced 
police technologies and 
has successfully reduced crime in sev-
eral key categories. We recognize Chief 
Stainbrook for his three decades of ded-
icated public service.”

Chief Stainbrook helped expand the 
Real Time Watch Center. Over 500 local, 
state, federal, and international agen-
cies have visited the department’s Real 
Time Watch Center, which comprises 

3500 camer-
as, 120 auto-
mated license 
plate readers, 
and multiple 
drones.  Since 
the inception 
of it, crime in 
Beverly Hills 
has dropped 
34% and ar-
rests have in-
creased 22%. 

“The opportunity to lead the Beverly 
Hills Police Department has been the 
highlight of my professional career,” 
said Stainbrook.  “I am grateful to the 
men and women of the department and 
members of the community as we all 
worked together to ensure Beverly Hills 
remains one of the safest cities in the 
nation.”

City Manager Nancy Hunt-Coffey 
is expected to name an Interim Police 
Chief in the coming weeks. 

BHUSD Approves 
Partnership with Special 
Olympics Southern 
California

The Board of Education unanimous-
ly approved a partnership with Special 
Olympics Southern California during 
its May 12 meeting, officially launch-
ing the Unified Champion Schools pro-
gram across the district beginning in the Mark Stainbrook 

And, to the Beverly Hills residents, is it 
true that the Beverly Hills city employees 
believe that that British slang term applies 
to you and not them?  That is the senti-
ment of many of you.

There could be relief soon with the June 
2nd election.  Vote for the candidates who 
will change the Beverly Hills employ-
ee culture.  It is about time for you to be 
treated with respect.

Send a message that you want the best 
for Beverly Hills, and you want the high-
est standards instead of mediocrity.
Steve Mayer
Beverly Hills 

BHEF Holds Ribbon Cutting and 
Naming for Saliba Family Cafeteria
The Beverly Hills Education Foundation hosted a rib-
bon cutting and naming dedication for the Piya & Trev-
or M. Saliba Family Cafeteria at El Rodeo Elementary 
School on May 11. Piya is El Rodeo PTA President.

Nalin Saliba, Piya Saliba, Trevor Saliba and 
Neheeb Saliba 

City Council Honors 2026 Teen Advisory Committee
At last Tuesday’s City Council meeting, the City Council honored the 2025 – 2026 Teen Advisory Committee, a leadership and 
service program managed by the Community Services Department for students in grades six through 12 who either live in Beverly 
Hills or attend a school within the BHUSD. 
The Teen Advisory Committee members include: David Ahn, Katherine Berberian, Trisha Bhasin, Daniyel Borodin, Jacob Dar-
vish, Eve Davis, Hannah Davis, Dicheng "Danny" Deng, Isabella Firouz, Camden Forster, Elise Gallup, Joshua Gallup, Grace 
Hinden, Jion Jung, Justin Kim, Ella Lee, Gia Mejia, Maddy Moftakhar, Janice Moon, Aara Motakef, Isabella Naufal, Giulia 
Pasquesi, Cleo Paul, Madison Rostami, Lielle Sabag, Haley Scholer, Aiden Segal, Jack Sherry, Natalia Torres, Arthur Weiser, 
Jake Wolf, and Naomi Yasui.
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2026–2027 school year.
“We are incredibly proud to partner 

with Special Olympics Southern Cal-
ifornia through the Unified Champion 
Schools program,” said Board President 
Judy Manouchehri. “This resolution re-
flects BHUSD’s commitment to creating 
school communities where every stu-
dent feels valued, included, and empow-
ered to thrive. Expanding opportunities 
for students of all abilities to learn, lead, 
and build meaningful connections is ex-
actly the kind of work that strengthens 
our schools.”

Through the Unified Champion 
Schools initiative, general education 
students and students receiving special 
education services will participate to-
gether in Unified Physical Education, 
Unified Sports®, leadership opportuni-
ties, and school-wide activities. 

Beverly Hills Art Show to 
Take Place This Weekend 

The City of Beverly Hills and its Com-
munity Services Department will hold 
the spring Beverly Hills Art Show  on 
Saturday and Sunday, May 16 and 17, 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. The event will 
take place in Beverly Gardens Park and 
runs along four blocks of Santa Monica 
Boulevard, from Rodeo Drive to Rex-
ford Drive.

Beverly Gardens Park will be trans-
formed into an outdoor gallery with art-
works across 10 media including, sculp-
ture, painting, photography and digital 
art, mixed media 2D and 3D, ceramics, 
drawing and printmaking, glass, jew-
elry, and watercolor. Live demonstra-
tions with painting in oil and watercolor 
techniques, jewelry design and two- and 
three-dimensional artworks will also 
take place. 

Photographer Ali Shahrouzi returns to 
the Beverly Hills Art Show. 

Born with cerebral palsy and unable 
to use his arms and legs since birth, 
Shahrouzi has never let physical chal-
lenges hinder his ability to make art, de-

spite being wheelchair bound. 
He has mastered the dark room across 

large, medium, 35mm, and panoramic 

formats, with assistants and art students 
helping in the studio and field.

His work has been featured in Popu-
lar Photography, Peterson Photograph-
ic, and other publications locally and 
abroad. He has earned multiple awards, 

including first place in the Beverly Hills 
Art Show and second place at the Cone-
jo Valley Art Show.

Visit Shahrouzi at space #327 during 

BHFA Holds Fire Service Day 
On May 9, the Beverly Hills Firefighters’ Association held Fire Service Day, which 
included live demonstrations. 

Wilshire/La Cienega Station Officially Open
The Wilshire/La Cienega D Line Station officially opened on May 8 after over 10 
years of construction. 

Councilmember Les Friedman, Vice Mayor Mary Wells, Mayor Craig 
Corman and Councilmember Sharona Nazarian 

Route 66 Stamps Released 
Mayor Craig Corman attended the first-day-of-issue event in Phoenix on May 5 for 
the release of the Route 66 stamps, with one featuring Beverly Hills City Hall. 

Mayor Craig Corman, Director of Arizona Department of Transporta-
tion Jennifer Toth, USPS Vice President of Corporate Communications 
Jeffrey Adams, Stamp Designer Greg Breeding, Route 66 Stamps Pho-
tographer David Schwartz and Chair of Route 66 Centennial Commis-
sion Rod Reid

li Shahrouzi, Frozen Moment 




