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City Holds Green Business Award Event
On June 22, the city recognized 21 businesses that have joined the City of Beverly Hills’ Green Business Program.  The businesses 
demonstrate a commitment to sustainability, environmental stewardship, and community leadership. 
The Beverly Hills Green Business Program was created to help local businesses reduce waste, conserve resources, and operate 
more sustainably while strengthening the local economy.  As part of the program, businesses must complete a checklist of mea-
sures that address items such as water efficiency, energy conservation, waste reduction, recycling, and pollution prevention. 
To be eligible, businesses must be in the City of Beverly Hills and have a current City business license that complies with all City 
and County ordinances.  Interested applicants can apply by visiting beverlyhills.org/greenbusiness.

Amanda Grossman, Adriana Caras, Dinara Kydyrniyazova, Sandrine Cassidy, Michael Riley, Mayor Craig 
Corman, Vice Mayor Mary Wells, Amin Abbaszadeh, Councilmember Sharona Nazarian, Samaneh Anahid, Bill 
Wiley, Sally Lee, Natalia Bogolasky, Gaby Fazio, Shana Epstein, Nicole Fazio, Elle Fraijo, Steve Gratz, Glenn 
Martin, Nando Benincasa  

“America’s 250th 
Anniversary”

As we approach the 250th anniver-
sary of our nation, our thoughts often 
turn to the historic significance of cities 
like Philadelphia and Boston. However, 
Beverly Hills also holds a unique and 
iconic place in American history. Since 
its incorporation in 1914, our city has 
represented the American dream, pro-
viding a home for legendary figures 
like Jimmy Stewart, Clark Gable, Elvis 
Presley and Marilyn Monroe.

Despite our rich heritage, Bever-
ly Hills lacks a permanent museum to 
house the documents, photographs and 
artifacts that define our past. While we 
have monuments and famous landmarks, 
much of our history remains hidden or is 
only featured in temporary displays.

Visitors come to Beverly Hills in mas-
sive numbers to experience our history, 
yet they are often limited to seeing the 
city from the outside. A permanent mu-
seum would allow both residents and 
tourists to engage with our legacy more 
deeply, showcasing items such as Jim-
my Stewart’s military uniform or ar-
tifacts from the era of Mary Pickford. 
From our founding to more recent his-
torical events, we have an abundance of 
stories that deserve a dedicated home.

letters
email

briefs
Judge Rules Mark Mead’s 
Defamation Lawsuit 
Against Romeo Carey to 
Proceed

Former Beverly High media teacher 
Romeo Carey’s anti-SLAPP motion was 
denied by a judge, who has allowed  for-
mer Principal Mark Mead’s defamation 
lawsuit to move forward after finding 
Mead had presented sufficient evidence 
to establish a probability of prevailing 
on his claim.

The lawsuit stems from a student news 
report, which was produced by Carey’s 
students. The students alleged inappro-
priate and aggressive behavior by Mead, 
including allegations that he choked a 
student during election demonstrations 
at Beverly High. 

The ruling states that footage ap-
peared to have been “probably altered” 
when compared with security footage. 
The court also found that Carey “prob-

I am writing to advocate for the es-
tablishment of a Beverly Hills museum. 
Our history demands a permanent space 
where future generations can appreciate 
what made this city great.

As we celebrate Independence Day, 
let’s begin a conversation about honor-
ing our own local history with a muse-
um.
George Vreeland Hill 
Beverly Hills 

ably had personal involvement” in pub-
lishing the story before concluding that 
Mead is “likely to prevail on the merits” 
of his claim.

Mead has denied the allegation, and 
claimed the segment falsely portrayed 
his actions while attempting to disperse 
a crowd during a Nov. 2024 political 
rally at Beverly High. 

Mead has since been reassigned to an 
English position at Beverly Vista. 

Attorney Ronald Richards, who is not 
involved in the case, said anti-SLAPP 
motions are intended to dismiss lawsuits 
that target protected speech but "are not 
meant to prevent legitimate defamation 
claims."

"In this case, the party opposing the 
anti-SLAPP motion presented enough 
evidence showing there was possible 
manipulation of the video recordings," 
Richards said. "The court is going to let 
the case proceed."

Richards emphasized that the judge 
did not determine anyone altered the 
video.

"The court didn't find that he altered 
the video," Richards said. "It found 
there was evidence that this was going 
to be an issue in the case."

He said the dispute centers on wheth-
er the published video accurately repre-
sented what occurred.

"If they altered the video and report-
ed something that was inaccurate or 
different from the actual footage of the 
events, then it would be defamation," 
Richards said. "It has nothing to do with 
free speech."

Richards also said the court found ev-
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idence Carey exercised editorial over-
sight over the news reports.

"The instructor provided guidance 
over the news stories and reviewed 
the content," Richards said. "The court 
found there may be a dispute over what 
actually occurred, and that's something 
the jury has to decide."

"If they can prove the story is not 
true, and the video appears to have been 
slowed down without disclosing it, that's 
a problem," Richards said. "Someone 
watching it could conclude he's choking 
someone, but there's a dispute over what 
really happened."

Although the anti-SLAPP motion was 
denied, Richards noted Carey can ap-
peal the ruling, which would delay the 
case while the appeal is considered.

Richards also said the ruling may 
prompt BHUSD to reconsider its litiga-
tion strategy.

"The district should reevaluate the 
case and consider settlement rather than 
continuing to spend hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars on private counsel,” 
Richards said. 

District Approves Athletic 
Facility Sponsorship 
Agreement With Athletic 
Alumni Association

The Board of Education approved an 
agreement authorizing the Beverly Hills 
Athletic Alumni Association to market 
and secure sponsorships for pre-ap-
proved naming opportunities at desig-
nated athletic facilities at Beverly High.

The six-month agreement gives the 
organization authorization to seek spon-
sors for approved athletic facility nam-
ing opportunities. Any naming-rights 
agreements secured under the arrange-
ment will remain subject to district 
oversight and require final approval by 
the Board of Education before taking 
effect. 

Board President Judy Manoucheh-
ri said the association approached the 
district after expressing a desire to help 
generate additional support. The orga-
nization plans to connect with potential 
donors interested in supporting athletics 
through naming-rights contributions.

"We have had an unbelievable 20 
year partnership with the district. I 
have worked with many school board 
members, many superintendents, many 
members of BHEF, everyone has been 
fantastic. And we are going to continue 
this partnership, and we are going to pi-
lot this, and we will see what happens,” 
Beverly Hills Athletic Alumni Associa-
tion President Steven Fenton said. 

Tesla Crashes into Beverly 
Hills Playground

A Tesla crashed into the playground at 
All Saints' Episcopal Church last Tues-
day afternoon.

According to KTLA, the car hit the 
playground after crashing near North 
Camden Drive and Santa Monica Bou-
levard. 

There were no injuries or children 
present at the time of the accident, ac-

cording to the outlet. 

Beverly Hills Reads to Take 
Place Next Month 

B e v e r l y 
Hills Reads 
will present 
an author dis-
cussion with 
P a t m e e n a 
Sabit, author 
of Good Peo-
ple, on Sun-
day, August 
23 at 11:00 
a.m. in the 
K.L. Peters 
Auditorium. 
F o l l o w i n g 

the public event, Sabit will return on 
Monday, August 24 to lead discussions 
and answer questions from Beverly 
High students in a students-only session 
designed to encourage dialogue and 
deeper reflection on the book.

“We extend our sincere gratitude to 
BHEF for its generous support and part-
nership. This event would not have been 
possible without the Foundation’s com-
mitment to enriching educational oppor-
tunities for our students,” Commissioner 
Rose Kaiserman said.

BHUSD Students Achieve 
Highest Test Scores Since 
2017 

The Beverly Hills Unified School Dis-
trict (BHUSD) presented results from its 
2025–26 Strategic Plan and Local Con-
trol Accountability Plan (LCAP) during 
the June 23 Board of Education meet-
ing, revealing the strongest academic 
outcomes the district has recorded in 
years. Across the entire district, Califor-
nia Assessment of Student Performance 
and Progress (CAASPP) assessment 
scores increased by 4% in English Lan-
guage Arts, 5% in Mathematics, and 9% 
in Science, and BHUSD no longer has 
metrics rated below “Meets Standard” 
on the California Dashboard, a mile-
stone the district has not reached since 
the dashboard was first introduced in 

2017.
“These results show what happens 

when a district works together to put 
kids first,” said BHUSD Superintendent 
Alex Cherniss. “The Board 
invested in our classrooms, 
tutoring, curriculum, and 
college counseling, and 
our teachers, staff, fami-
lies, and students turned 
those investments into real 
results. More students are 
achieving at higher lev-
els, and more students are 
prepared for what comes 
next,” said Superintendent 
Alex Cherniss.

The Class of 2026 is also 
heading to college at a rate 
BHUSD has never seen. 
Applications to four-year 
colleges and universities 
increased by 37% com-
pared to the Class of 2025. 

“The record of achievement at BHU-
SD is here to stay,” said Board of Ed-
ucation President Judy Manouchehri. 
“Our students’ scores increased by 4% 
in English, 5% in mathematics, and 
9% in science, while four-year college 
applications increased by 37%. These 
results affirm the vision of the Board 
and the extraordinary work taking place 
in every classroom, office, and home 
across our District. Our students, educa-
tors, staff, and families have given this 
work everything they have, and the en-
tire Beverly Hills community should be 
exceptionally proud.” 

Midnight Regret to 
Perform Tonight 

As part of Concerts on Canon, Mid-
night Regret will perform tonight at 
6pm. 

This free outdoor concert series will 
continue every Thursday through Au-
gust 20 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., 
with a 15-minute intermission. The sea-
son features a variety of summertime, 
family-friendly entertainment. 

The remaining 2026 summer line-up 
is as follows:

•	 July 9: Susie Hansen Latin Band 
(Salsa, Cumbia, Latin Jazz)

•	 July 16: Tom Nolan Band (Rock & 
Soul)

•	 July 23: Joyce Partise (Brazilian 
Bossa Nova)

•	 July 30: Woodie and the Longboards 
(Beach Boys Tribute + Vintage Surf 
Hits)

•	 August 6: Groovis Maximus (Funk, 
Rhythm & Blues, Jazz)

•	 August 13: The Brat Pack (80’s 
Tribute)

•	 August 20: The Tokens (50’s 60’s 
Rock, Pop, Doo-Wop)

City Celebrating Parks 
Make Life Better Month

The city is celebrating Parks Make 
Life Better Month with several activi-
ties all throughout the month of July. 

Family Bingo will take place on Fri-
day, July 10 from 3pm-5pm. 

Festival Beverly Hills will take place 
on Sunday, July 12. The event is an Arts 
and Cultural event that showcases com-
munities around the globe through mu-
sic, dance, art and food.

The Beverly Hills Active Adult Club 
Senior Luau Dance will take place on 
Monday, July 20 from 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 
p.m. at the Roxbury Park Community 
Center. The Senior Luau offers seniors 
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Chamber Hosts Summer Garden Party
The Beverly Hills Chamber of Commerce hosted its annual Summer Garden Party, bringing together local businesses, entrepre-
neurs, and professionals for an outdoor networking event.

Captain Renato Moreno, Todd Johnson, Vice Mayor Mary Wells, Mayor Craig Corman, Councilmember John 
Mirisch, Councilmember Sharona Nazarian, Mark Stainbrook and Chief Subin 

Midnight Regret


