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Judge Orders BHUSD 
Officials to Sit for 
Depositions in Board 
Election Lawsuit

A Los Angeles Superior Court judge 
has ordered BHUSD and three Board 
of Education members to sit for deposi-
tions in a lawsuit challenging the board's 
vice president election.

In a July 21 ruling, Judge Tiana Muril-
lo granted petitioner Daniel Lifschitz's 
motion to compel depositions, requiring 
the district's representative and board 
members Judy Manouchehri, Sigalie 
Sabag and Russell Stuart to testify and 
produce requested documents within 15 
days.

The lawsuit stems from the board's 
December 2025 selection of Sabag as 
vice president. Lifschitz alleges the ap-
pointment violated Board Bylaw 9100, 
which at the time outlined a rotation 
based on vote totals. He argues Amanda 
Stern should have been selected. 

Earlier this year, the court allowed 
Lifschitz's primary claim to proceed, 
fi nding the case could move forward 
despite the district's subsequent amend-
ment of the bylaw and a second vote re-
affi rming Sabag's appointment. 

BHUSD does not comment on pend-
ing litigation.

Kim Lifschitz, Daniel’s wife, has fi led 
to run for the Board of Education. 

BHUSD Implements Policy 
for Classroom Technology 
and Artificial Intelligence 
Education

In a unanimous vote, the Beverly 
Hills Unifi ed School District (BHUSD) 
Board of Education approved a policy 
establishing a comprehensive, grade-
by-grade framework for classroom tech-
nology, digital learning, and artifi cial 
intelligence education.

The policy is intended to create a bal-
ance between protecting foundational 
learning and preparing students for the 
future.

According to the district, at the center 
of the policy is the concept that tech-
nology must support learning, never re-
place the human work of learning.

“BHUSD has proven it is a lead-
er in the educational landscape,” said 
Board of Education President Judy Ma-
nouchehri. “This historic policy pro-
vides a step-by-step framework with 
deliberate and appropriate limitations 
on technology use. It protects our stu-
dents’ natural creativity and curiosity 
during their younger years while pro-
viding greater access to technology and 
AI education as they mature, preparing 
them to lead in the future. By protecting 
foundational learning while advancing 
future readiness, BHUSD is setting a 
standard for school districts across the 
nation.”

The policy establishes the following 

expectations throughout a student’s ed-
ucation:

• Transitional Kindergarten through 
Second Grade: Students will not 
be assigned one-to-one devices. 
Technology use will be limited to 
required assessments, teacher-led 
activities, and legally required ac-
commodations.

• Third through Fifth Grade: Students 
will prioritize handwriting, physical 
books, paper-based mathematics, 
and direct teacher interaction while 
participating in a dedicated Tech-
nology and Innovation Program 
covering coding, robotics, digital 
citizenship, media literacy, internet 
safety, and artifi cial intelligence 
fundamentals.

• Sixth through Eighth Grade: Stu-
dents will receive annual instruction 
in artifi cial intelligence literacy, 
digital ethics, cybersecurity, cod-
ing, research, media literacy, and 
responsible digital citizenship.

• Ninth through Twelfth Grade: Tech-
nology will support advanced aca-
demic work, college readiness, and 
career preparation while maintain-
ing an emphasis on writing, discus-
sion, critical thinking, independent 
learning, and original student work.

“Technology should never replace the 
essential work of learning,” said Super-
intendent Alex Cherniss. “This policy 
removes unnecessary screen time so our 
classrooms can remain laser-focused on 
writing, experiential learning, critical 
thinking, and the foundational power of 

pen and paper. At the same time, BHU-
SD is advancing AI literacy, ethical use, 
and prompt engineering toward a grad-
uation requirement so our students are 
prepared not simply to enter the future, 
but to lead and shape it.”

The policy also restricts gaming and 
non-curricular websites on District de-
vices, provides families with weekly de-
vice-use summaries, and prohibits teach-
ers from using artifi cial intelligence to 
grade student work, assign scores, gen-
erate fi nal evaluative comments, or re-
place professional judgment.

Beverly Hills to host 
National Night Out on Aug. 
4

The City of Beverly Hills will host its 
annual National Night Out celebration 
on Tuesday, Aug. 4, from 5 to 8 p.m. on 
Rexford Drive in front of the Beverly 
Hills Public Library and Fire Depart-
ment.

The event is organized each year by 
the Beverly Hills Police Department to 
strengthen relationships between law 
enforcement and the community while 
promoting crime prevention and public 
safety.

National Night Out is intended to 
bring together neighborhoods, police 
and other public safety agencies through 
activities and demonstrations.

This year's event will feature displays 
of police equipment, including SWAT 
vehicles, drones, motorcycles and the 
department's mobile command center, 
as well as a jail van exhibit, K-9 demon-
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strations, 911 dispatch information and 
emergency preparedness resources. 

Attendees can also experience the 
Safe-T-Proof "Quake Cottage," watch 
CPR demonstrations and visit a chil-
dren's area with carnival games, arts and 
crafts, face painting and a balloon artist.

The event will also include a live DJ, 
food trucks and a designated dining 
area. 

Jamie Bumia Named 
Director of Community 
Services

Jamie Bumia has been selected as the 
new Director of Community Services 
for the City of Beverly Hills. 

Bumia currently serves as Commu-
nity Services Director for the City of 

Walnut in the 
San Gabriel 
Valley where 
she directs 
recreation, fa-
cilities, com-
munity pro-
grams, public 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
and outreach.

“I am 
pleased to 
welcome Ja-
mie to Beverly 

Hills,” said City Manager Ryan Gohlich.  
“Jamie’s diverse skillset across several 
cities has prepared her well to lead our 
dedicated Community Services team 
and the award-winning programs that 
make Beverly Hills so special. I look 
forward to her joining our Executive 
team.”

As Director of Community Services, 
Bumia will oversee the Department’s 
Administrative Support, Library, Park 
Rangers, Arts & Culture, and Recre-
ation & Parks divisions.  

Bumia assumes leadership of the 
Community Services Department fol-

lowing the promotion of former Direc-
tor Stephanie Harris to Assistant City 
Manager.

“I am deeply grateful to Ryan, Steph-
anie and the City Council for the confi -
dence they have placed in me to serve 
as the next Director of Community 
Services,” said Bumia. “This is truly 
the highlight of my professional career, 
and I look forward to working with the 
incredible Community Services staff 
as we continue to provide world-class 
programming and activities in Beverly 
Hills.”

Bumia joined the City of Walnut in 
2021 as Community Services Superin-
tendent before being promoted to Dep-
uty Community Services Director in 
2023 and Director in 2024. 

Prior to her time in Walnut, Bumia 
worked in various roles at the Cities of 
Monrovia, Claremont and Fontana.

She earned her Bache-
lor’s Degree from San Di-
ego State University and 
her Master’s of Business 
Administration from the 
University of La Verne.  
She is a Board Member for 
the California Parks and 
Recreation Society and 
member of the Municipal 
Management Association 
of Southern California.

Bumia will begin duties 
on August 17.

City to Host Community 
Meeting on Proposed 
Robertson Sunflower 
Senior Housing Project

Beverly Hills residents will have an op-
portunity next week to learn more about 
the proposed Robertson Sunfl ower afford-
able senior housing project and provide 
feedback during a community meeting 
hosted by the city.

The meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 

July 28, from 6 to 8 p.m. at the La Ciene-
ga Park Community Center Auditorium. 
Public parking will be available at the 
parking structure at 321 S. La Cienega 
Blvd. A Zoom link for virtual participa-
tion will be posted 24 hours before the 
meeting. 

City staff and representatives from de-
veloper WHCHC are expected to present 
the latest project plans, answer questions 
and gather community input.

The proposed development is part of the 
city’s effort to meet state housing require-
ments outlined in its Housing Element. 

In November, the City Council approved 
an exclusive negotiating agreement with 
WHCHC to explore the feasibility of de-
veloping affordable senior housing on 
city-owned property. The agreement al-
lows the developer up to two years to con-
duct site analysis, complete due diligence 
and pursue funding opportunities.

Earlier this year, the City Council di-
rected staff to incorporate three levels of 
subterranean parking into the proposal. 
The parking structure, estimated to pro-
vide about 82 spaces, would be construct-
ed and operated at the city’s expense.

Residents who are unable to attend the 
July 28 meeting will have an opportunity 
to submit comments through the city’s on-
line community feedback portal. 

Visit https://beverlyhills.org/1697/

Festival Beverly Hills Draws Big Crowd to Beverly Gardens Park
Festival Beverly Hills brought residents and visitors to Beverly Gardens Park Sunday, July 12, for a day of  music, dance, hands-
on workshops and culinary delights.

Arts & Culture Commissioner Tony Krantz, Chair Maralee Beck,  Councilmember Rebecca Pynoos, Mayor 
Craig Corman, Vice Chair Karla Gordy-Bristol, Stilt walker Eddie Olive (represented by the Consulate of 
Trinidad and Tobago), Commissioner, Pamela Beck,  Commissioner Roxana Rastegar.  On the ground:  pictured 
left to right:  The Carpathian Trio (performers represented by the Romanian Consulate), and Lucia Sava, 
Consul General of Romania, Viver Brasil Dance Company, Joan Chanman Forbes, Honorary Consular to 
Trinidad and Tobago, and Casa De La Cultura Maya

Jamie Bumia



Page 4 • Beverly Hills Weekly

briefs cont. from page 3
R O B E RT S O N - S U N F L O W E R - - -
Potential-Affordab for more information. 

Planning Commission to 
Consider 15-Story Builder’s 
Remedy Housing Project on 
Camden Drive

At its Thursday meeting, the Planning 
Commission was expected to discuss 
a 15-story residential tower on South 

Camden Drive that would add 27 units.
The proposed development at 140 S. 

Camden Drive would replace an ex-
isting two-story, eight-unit apartment 
building. 

The project includes 40 parking spac-
es in a four-level subterranean garage 
served by an automated parking lift sys-

tem. Residents would also have access 
to private balconies and a rooftop com-
mon open space.

Recruitment Period Now 
Open for Team Beverly 
Hills

Applications for the Team Bever-
ly Hills program are being accept-
ed now through Friday, August 21.

Formed in 1996, Team Bever-
ly Hills provides residents with a 

hands-on look 
at the operations 
of local govern-
ment.  

This program 
features a va-
riety of class 
sessions and in-
cludes interac-
tive experiences 
with many de-
partments. 

Program par-
ticipants explore 
the behind-the-
scenes opera-
tions of the City 
including Public 

Works, Emergency Management, 
Information Technology, Commu-
nity Services and Public Safety. 

More than 800 residents have 
completed Team Beverly Hills and 
over 70 percent of all current elect-
ed offi cials and City Commission-
ers are Team BH alumni.

The Team Bever-
ly Hills program will 
select 50 residents, 
including 30 appoint-
ed by the City Coun-
cil, 18 selected by a 
random lottery, and 
two selected by the 
Beverly Hills Unifi ed 
School District, for its 
upcoming class. Five 
representatives from 
the City’s business 
community will also 
be selected for the 
program, which kicks 
off in October and 
runs through March.

To learn more about 
Team Beverly Hills 
and fi ll out an applica-
tion online, visit bev-
er lyhi l ls .org/ team-
beverlyhills. 
July is National 
Speed Prevention 
Month

This July and beyond, 
the Beverly Hills Police 
Department (BHPD) encourages drivers 
to follow the speed limit and “slow the 
fast down.”

During the month of July, the BHPD 
has additional offi cers on patrol looking 
for drivers who are speeding or driving 
too fast for conditions.

Speeding remains a leading factor in 

deadly crashes and consistently ranks as 
the top safety concern among surveyed 
California drivers, according to the 
2025 California Traffi c Safety Survey. 

According to the National Highway 
Traffi c Safety Administration (NHT-
SA), 11,288 people died from speed-
ing-related crashes in the U.S. in 2024, 
accounting for 29% of all traffi c fatali-

Project Rendering Looking Southwest 

Mayor and Vice Mayor Celebrate 
Wallis Annenberg Day 10th Annual 
Litigation Awards Dinner
On July 15, Mayor Craig Corman and Vice Mayor Mary 
Wells joined the City of Santa Monica, the City of Los 
Angeles, and the Annenberg Foundation in celebration 
of Wallis Annenberg Day on July 15, at the Annenberg 
Community Beach House. 

Mary Wells and Craig Corman


