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Beverly Hills School Board 
Members Address Tensions

Tensions between Board of Education 
members resurfaced during Tuesday’s 
meeting, with Board member Amanda 
Stern and Vice President Sigalie Sabag 
addressing disagreements over board 
conduct and leadership.

During comments, Stern said she had 
been asked to leave a closed-session 
discussion and accused Board President 
Judy Manouchehri of calling her a “pup-
pet master.” She also criticized what she 
described as combative behavior and 
said the board should focus on serving 
taxpayers and the community.

In response, Sabag said board mem-
bers have a responsibility to put stu-
dents, families, employees and taxpay-
ers ahead of individual interests.

The comments came as the district 
faces a lawsuit challenging Sabag’s 
selection as vice president. A Los An-
geles Superior Court judge in July or-
dered the district and board members 
Manouchehri, Sabag and Russell Stuart 
to sit for depositions and produce doc-
uments in the case. The lawsuit alleges 
the board’s December 2025 selection of 
Sabag violated a board bylaw governing 
the vice president rotation. 

Commission Set to Review 
26-Story Housing Project 
on Burton Way

The Architectural and Design Review 
Commission was expected to consider a 
proposed 26-story, 200-unit residential 

development at 8844 Burton Way at its 
Wednesday meeting, which took place 
after the Weekly’s deadline.

The project would rise about 309 feet 
on a vacant lot at Burton Way, between 
North Clark Drive and North Swall 
Drive. Plans call for 316 parking spaces. 

The project includes 22 income-re-
stricted units: 14 for extremely low-in-
come households and eight for moder-
ate-income households.

The project has been under review 
for several years. The Planning Com-
mission denied it in November 2025, 
but the applicant appealed. In March, 
the City Council granted the appeal and 

conditionally approved the project with 
71 conditions.

The proposed design features terra-
cotta brick, bronze and wood metal pan-
els, floor-to-ceiling windows and curved 
balconies. 

Beverly Hills Joins West 
Hollywood and Santa 
Monica for Route 66 Art 
Project

Beverly Hills is joining West Holly-
wood and Santa Monica in a public art 
project marking the 100th anniversary 
of Route 66.

The three cities will display Path Dis-
covery, a series of colorful works by art-
ist Vinnie Hager. In Beverly Hills, the 
artwork will appear on banners along 
Santa Monica Boulevard, while West 
Hollywood and Santa Monica will use 
vinyl wraps on street poles.

The installations began Aug. 12 and 
feature customized Route 66 shields 
and designs inspired by travel and the 
highway. The project is the first public 
art collaboration among the three cities 
and is intended to create a visual con-
nection along Santa Monica Boulevard 
from West Hollywood to the ocean.

Beverly Hills also has several Route 
66-related events planned. A commemo-
rative postcard giveaway will take place 
on Aug. 20 during Concerts on Canon at 
Beverly Canon Gardens.

The Beverly Hills Art Show, sched-
uled for Oct. 17-18 at Beverly Gardens 
Park, will include Route 66-themed art 
activities. On Oct. 18, the Petersen Au-
tomotive Museum will also host a proj-
ect allowing children and families to 
decorate a full-sized vehicle.

Two Women Arrested in 
Beverly Hills 
Store Thefts

Beverly Hills po-
lice arrested two 
65-year-old women 
following reports 
of thefts at sever-
al stores in the city, 
NBC Los Angeles 
reported.

The investigation 
began Aug. 8 after 
officers received a 
report of a theft at a 
business on the 400 
block of North Ro-
deo Drive, accord-

ing to NBC Los Angeles. Although the 
suspects were gone when police arrived, 
detectives reviewed surveillance foot-
age from the store and other locations 
throughout Beverly Hills.

The footage helped investigators 
identify a vehicle believed to be asso-
ciated with the thefts, according to the 
outlet. Police later located the vehicle in 
the 400 block of North Beverly Drive.

NBC reported that the women were 
suspected of taking roughly $4,000 in 
merchandise from high-end retailers. 

Altercation Reported at 
Beverly Hills Steakhouse

An altercation involving two women 
at Steak 48 in Beverly Hills was cap-
tured on video, according to the New 
York Post.

The footage, obtained by TMZ, shows 
the women fighting inside the restaurant 
while staff members attempted to inter-
vene. The video shows the confronta-
tion moving onto the dining room floor, 
according to the  New York Post. 

The reason for the confrontation was 
not immediately known.

BHUSD Board Approves 
City Greens Farm 
Partnership for 2026-27 
School Year

The Board of Education approved a 
$52,000 agreement with City Greens 
Community Farm for the 2026-27 school 
year to expand hands-on STEM and sus-
tainability education for students.

The annual partnership provides stu-
dents with opportunities to learn about 
hydroponic farming, nutrition, environ-
mental science and sustainable agricul-
ture. 

Produce grown through the program 
may be used for student activities, cu-
linary programs and community distri-
bution.

Beverly Hills Reads to Take 
Place Sunday 

Beverly Hills Reads will present an 
author discussion with Patmeena Sabit, 

author of 
Good Peo-
ple, on 
S u n d a y , 
August 23 
at 11:00 
a.m. in the 
K.L. Pe-
ters Au-
d i t o r i u m . 
Following 
the pub-
lic event, 
Sabit will 
return on 
M o n d a y , 
August 24 

to lead discussions and answer ques-
tions from Beverly High students in a 
students-only session designed to en-
courage dialogue and deeper reflection 
on the book.

BHPD Increases Patrols 
Ahead of Labor Day 
Weekend

The Beverly Hills Police Depart-
ment will increase patrols from Aug. 19 
through Labor Day on Sept. 1 as part of 
a national campaign targeting impaired 
drivers.

Additional officers will be on the 
lookout for motorists suspected of driv-
ing under the influence of alcohol or 
drugs. The enforcement effort is part of 
the national “Drive Sober or Get Pulled 
Over” campaign.

“Enjoying the last days of summer 
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