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briefs
Former Beverly Hills 
Deputy Fire Chief Arrested 
for Alleged Stalking

A former Beverly Hills Fire Depart-
ment employee was arrested following 
multiple vandalism incidents on Sept. 
21.

Detectives identified 63-year-old Al-
fred Poirier as a suspect. He was arrest-
ed on suspicion of stalking and vandal-
ism. 

Poirier is scheduled to appear Nov. 
22 at the Los Angeles County Superior 
Court’s Airport Courthouse. He was re-
leased on $150,000 bond.  

Preliminary information indicates that 
computer-generated images were posted 
at several city facilities on multiple oc-
casions, according to BHPD. 

Coy Middlebrook Named 
Artistic Director of The 
Wallis

Coy Middlebrook has been named ar-
tistic director of the Wallis. 

Middlebrook will oversee artistic 
planning and programming. 

Jean Davidson, Executive Director 
and CEO, said, “This is an exciting mo-
ment for The Wallis as we look ahead to 
our next chapter and think expansively 
about what a performing arts center can 
mean to the people and communities it 

serves.” 
 Middle-

brook has 
been involved 
with The Wal-
lis since its 
inaugural sea-
son. 

“The oppor-
tunity before 
us is to think 
about the au-
dience experi-
ence in a much 

broader way,” said Middlebrook. “A 
performance can be a beginning rather 
than an endpoint—a way to open a door 
to a new artist, a newly discovered im-
pulse to learn a new form of expression. 
Bringing artistic planning and education 
together gives us another powerful way 
to create those connections.” 

Beverly Hills Adopts New 
Ordinance to Implement 
Lower Speed Limits

Following changes to state law, the 
City will begin implementing a new 
ordinance that establishes lower speed 
limits on several streets, which will go 
into effect Oct. 1. 

Previously, cities were allowed to set 
limits based on the speed at which most 
drivers were traveling. In 2022, Assem-
bly Bill 43 gave cities more flexibility 
to consider criteria such as crash history 
and land use. 

“Reducing our speed limits in key 
corridors throughout Beverly Hills will 

help ensure the safety of motorists, pe-
destrians, and cyclists,” said Beverly 
Hills Mayor Craig Corman. “These new, 
updated limits should lead to fewer ve-
hicle and pedestrian crashes, making 

our City more enjoyable to walk and 
travel through.”

The changes include reducing limits 

Coy Middlebrook

BHUSD Celebrates Ellen Kwon’s Recognition at LACOE 
Teachers of the Year Ceremony
BHUSD honored Ellen Kwon, a fourth-grade teacher at Horace Mann, who was rec-
ognized at the Los Angeles County Office of Education’s (LACOE) annual Teachers 
of the Year celebration on Sept. 25. 
“Twenty-one years ago, I had the privilege of hiring Ellen at Hawthorne School, and 
I still remember the energy, intelligence, and enthusiasm she brought to our team,” 
said Alex Cherniss, BHUSD Superintendent. “Joining her family and colleagues to 
celebrate this recognition was a powerful reminder of why this work is so mean-
ingful. Ellen represents the dedication and care that define educational excellence 
in Beverly Hills Unified. We are proud of her service to generations of students and 
delighted to see her celebrated on a regional stage.”

Dustin Seemann, Katie Warren, Ellen Kwon, Alex Cherniss, Steve Suttle
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By Peter Ostroff 

threestar
  shorttakes

Europe 2026
This is a report on our recent trip to 

Europe which exemplifies Anne’s prin-
ciple of “If I haven’t been there, I want 
to go.”  For me, the trip was “only” 3 
½ weeks; Anne spent an additional ten 
days traveling with her sister.   Anne 
would be the first to tell you that trav-
eling with sis is a lot less stressful than 
traveling with me.

I will give you the overview and then 
some of the highlights.  I will refrain 
from burdening you with fotos.  One 
of my least favorite activities is look-
ing at other people’s vacation pictures.
The Overview

Landed at Paris’ Charles de Gaulle 
Airport and endured the challenge of 
picking up a rental car.  After an hour 
in line, the rental car operation from 
which we had reserved a car informed 
us that they had no cars but if we wait-
ed for six hours they could likely ac-
comodate us.   Anne solved that one in 
short order and we took off for Chan-
tilly, en route to Normandy.  There we 
visited Mont Saint Michel.

Then, in order, Warsaw, Poland, 
Krakow, Poland, a hiking trip that took 
us from Krakow through Poland and 
northern Slovakia and back to Krakow 
and a flite from there via Amsterdam 
to Ljubljana, Slovenia for a biking trip 
through Croatia and back to Ljubljana 
and home.  

Just reciting that makes me so ex-
hausted that I need a vacation.
Some Highlights

Chantilly is a beautiful castle just 
outside of Paris that is well worth a 
day trip when you are in Paris.   Mont 
Saint Michel, the 15th Century abbey/
fortress on a tidal island surround-

ed by water part of the time is very 
impressive to look at but the interior 
tour is lengthy and boring.   The best 
part of this visit was a stay in the port/
beach city of Dinard. Beautiful hotel 
overlooking the port, lots of interest-
ing restaurants and a huge Saturday 
market where I acquired a red and 
white striped sweater that makes me 
look like a dashing gondolier (in my 
dreams).

Warsaw, Krakow and Poland itself 
were the true finds of the trip.  War-
saw was entirely destroyed during 
World War II mostly due to the up-
risings in the Jewish Ghetto and by 
Polish partisans and has been rebuilt 
complete with modern towering office 
buildings, condos, subways and great 
restaurants.  The tour of the Jewish 
Ghetto from which nearly 500,000 
Jews were deported to death camps if 
they could survive the conditions in 
the Ghetto was sobering.  The last stop 
on this tour was 18 Mila Street where 
the last survivors were massacred by 
German soldiers.  I immediately down 
loaded Leon Uris’ “Mila 18”, a novel 
about life and death in the Ghetto.  A 
perfect read to learn about conditions 
in Ghetto.  I also downloaded James 
Michener’s “Poland” but did not get 
to it.  I find that reading books set in 
places that I am visiting generally en-
hances the experience.

We took a train from Warsaw to 
Krakow, a completely different situa-
tion from Warsaw.  While Warsaw is 
a brand new city, Krakow is a magnif-
icently well preserved city that is sev-
eral hundred years old.  From there we 
took a day trip to visit Auschwitz, the 
notorious Nazi death camp.  Auschwitz 
is well preserved and gives a sense of 
the magnitude of the extermination of 

Jews and others with its stacks 
of abandoned shoes and cloth-
ing and bales of human hair.  In 
Krakow, the Jewish Museum 
of Galicia gives a sense of the 
thoroughness of the extermina-
tion of Jews that was carried on 
by the Nazis.  Prior to the in-
vasion of Poland by the Nazis 
there were over 3,500,000 Jews 
in Poland, over 10% of the total 
population.   Almost all were 

killed. Today, there are an estimated 
1000 to 2000 Jews in Poland.   By way 
of contrast, prior to the Nazi takeover, 
there were approximately 1,000,000 
Jews in Germany.  Most were sent to 
the death camps.  But, unlike Poland, 
post-war,  many Jews have returned 
so that today there are approximately 
100,000 Jews living in Germany.  Po-
land is almost 100% Polish although 
approximately 100,000 Ukrainians 
have emigrated to Poland as a conse-
quence of the Russian invasion.

We spent a few days hiking in Poland 
and its southern neighbor Slovakia in 
the Tatras Mountains.  While both Po-
land and Slovakia are members of the 
European Union, Poland uses its own 
currency, the Zloty, and Slovakia uses 
the Euro.  For whatever reason, pric-
es in Poland are very reasonable while 
prices in Slovakia are much higher.  
Both are very prosperous, crime free 
with excellent food and wine and lots 
of interesting places to visit.

We returned to Krakow and flew 
to Ljubljana, the capital of Slovenia, 
the home of Laker star Luka Don-
cic.   Slovenia is one of six very small 
countries that have emerged from the 
former Socialist Republic of Yugosla-
via (others are Serbia, Bosnia-Herze-
govina, Croatia, North Macedonia and 
Montenegro) and the most prosperous.  
Ljubljana is a beautiful and very well 
preserved city and Slovenia is a beau-
tiful, mountainous country.   One of 
our guides, Tomaz Policar, told me 
that Slovenia is the most prosperous of 
the six.  But Tomaz is a Slovene so we 
must take this with a grain of Slove-
nian truffles.  If you are in need of an 
English-Slovenian interpreter, Tomaz 
is your guy. (Tomaz.Policar@gmail.

com)  
Slovenia is where we started our 

biking trip.   Two days in and five 
falls later, from which I escaped with 
two bruised knees, one bloody elbow, 
a severely damaged ego and sever-
al reminders of why I was wearing a 
helmet, I decided that my mountain 
biking days are over.  I think that this 
decision was likely a life-saving one.  
Like Sandy Koufax, I knew when to 
quit. 

But the trip continued into Croatia 
and was nonetheless outstanding in-
cluding wine tasting (great fun), olive 
oil and vinegar tasting (not so much 
fun) and pasta making.

The situation in former Yugoslavia 
where the residents have formed six 
countries out of one based on ethnic-
ities or religion or history caused me 
to reflect on how different this is from 
the US where people from all over the 
world generally live together in harmo-
ny and do not consider breaking apart 
based on national origin or otherwise.  
The situation in former Czechoslova-
kia is similar.  That country split into 
two, the Czech Republic and Slovakia.  
But then there is Switzerland that has 
French, German and Italian sections 
which apparently have concluded that 
they are better together than apart.

What to conclude?  The world is 
complicated and sometimes, the more 
we know, the less we understand.

***
As you can tell from the above, I 

have been away from the Beverly Hills 
bubble for a while and am still catch-
ing up on developments in the race for 
two open seats on the Beverly Hills 
Board of Education.   One of the seats 
is open because Rachelle Marcus, a 
long time teacher and highly respected 
member of our community, has decid-
ed not to seek re-election.

Over the next two weeks or so, I will 
be writing about what is happening in 
this all-important race.  I shall include 
both the facts about the candidates 
and, perhaps, an opinion or two.

Stay tuned. If you are still undecid-
ed, I may be able to further your un-
derstanding, analysis and conclusions.

will benefit 
our students 
and take 
B H U S D 
learning and 
innova t ion 
to the next 
level.”

The work 
will focus 
on curricu-
lum, litera-
cy, ethical 
use, prompt-

ing, evaluation of information, practical 
applications of AI, and more. 

“AI changes everything,” said Stuart. 
“We cannot take a system built 150 years 
ago, add artificial intelligence to it, and 
call that progress. Our children are go-
ing to inherit a world none of us can ful-
ly predict. Our job is to make sure they 
are ready to lead it. That means giving 
them the tools to think, create, question, 
adapt, and build what comes next. We 
should not be asking how AI fits into the 
old model of education; we should be 
asking what education needs to become 

now that AI exists. Our students deserve 
nothing less.” 

Play Reading of Final 
Curtain Set for Oct. 4

A play reading of Final Curtain by 
Daniel Will-Harris is scheduled for 
Sunday, Oct. 4 at 1pm in the Beverly 
Hills Public library auditorium.

Will-Harris  has developed plays 
through the Kennedy Center Playwrit-
ing Intensive, Naked Angels Theater 
and The Actor’s Centre in London. Visit 
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REMEMBERING JUDIE 
FENTON 

coverstory

Judie Fenton, a leading figure in Beverly Hills politics and philan-
thropy over the last 50 years, passed away last Tuesday evening. 
She was laid to rest on Sept. 28. See issue #1408 for her complete 
obituary. 

MERLE BAUER
RETIRED BEVERLY VISTA 
ENGLISH TEACHER

“Shortly after 
arriving in the 
USA in 1977, 
I was fortu-
nate to meet 
the dynamic 
Judie Fenton. 
It did not take 
me long to dis-
cover what an 
insp i ra t iona l 

person she truly was. Her passion, in-
telligence and motivational skills cer-
tainly enriched my life and the lives 
of many others. The breadth of Judie’s 
successful contributions not only af-
fected positive change  in our schools 
and city, but they also  left an indelible 
imprint on our hearts. Her legacy of re-
markable accomplishments deserves to 
be honored, admired and recognized.” 

JEANNE MARKS
“I worked for 

Judie at FTA 
for six years. 
She had a huge 
heart! We were 
very busy with 
clients and we 
were asked to 
do pro bono 
work for an-
other organiza-
tion. I asked her 

how we could take them on  when we 
were so busy and she said , ‘it is a great 
group and a needed service and they 
deserve it. ( It was Our House, a grief 
counseling organization). We will reap 
the benefit sometime in some fashion, 
and if we don’t, it is still the right thing 
to do!’  Do the right thing, even when it 
isn’t convenient!” 

KATHY MELAMED
“Our beau-

tiful City has 
lost a true gem. 
Judie Fenton 
was truly one 
of a kind. My 
earliest memo-
ry of Judie was 
at Beverly Hills 
Sports Camp, 
which she and 
Frank ran to-

gether. Later on, my mom Soraya, who 
was on the Board of the BHPD Black 
and White gala, BHFD Fire gala and 
PACT, would take me along to their 
events and meetings as an extra set of 
hands to help. Eventually I put two and 
two together and realized that the won-
derful Judie running the show was the 
same Judie from camp! There was nev-
er a dull moment with her. She worked 
tirelessly to bring the community to-
gether and taught us all so much. My 
sister Michelle and I were lucky to find 

JOSH GROSS 
BEVERLY HILLS WEEKLY 
PUBLISHER 

“Judie and I had 
a very inauspi-
cious first meet-
ing.

I was a junior 
at Beverly Hills 
High School, and 
had just gotten my 
driver’s license 
the month before, 
when I was part 

of a rowdy group of teachers and stu-
dents picketing the various Board of Ed-
ucation member’s houses during the Oct. 
1989 BHUSD teacher’s strike.  That day, 
Frank’s South Wetherly Drive home was 
the target.  We were hollering and carry-
ing on outside on her lawn, with some in-
sulting picket signs, as one might expect 
from a protest of this kind.

Judie snarled at us from her front door, 
turning the sprinklers on the picketers, 
which only riled up the angry mob even 
more!  (The strike was later settled after 
13 days, with no real winners).

Fast forward 10 years later, I founded 
Beverly Hills Weekly.  Since I was only 
26 at the time, many in the Beverly Hills 
establishment thought I would lose my 
shirt, get crushed by the Courier, and be 
out of business in six months.  Of course, 
if you’re reading this right now, it didn’t 
quite work out that way.  Gradually, I be-
came friends with Judie and Frank, and 
later Steven.  

Judie could be fiercely competitive on 
behalf of her candidates, but she could 
also be kind and generous.  Her charity 
events were second-to-none in terms of 
their attendance and their fun.  Indeed, 
since she had been ill in the last year or 
two, the Beverly Hills social scene has 
never really rebounded.

NOELLE BATISTA
HEALTH AND HUMAN RE-
LATIONS COMMISSIONER 

“My favorite 
memory of Ju-
die Fenton was 
one of our many 
meetings in her 
back home of-
fice. She pulled 
out her collec-
tion of City 
Council cam-
paign buttons 

and, one by one, shared a story about 
every candidate she had worked with 
over the years. Each person had their 
own personality, their own strengths, 
their own challenges, and their own sto-
ry, and Judie remembered them all.

What stayed with me was not simply 
how much Beverly Hills history she 
carried with her, but how personally she 
carried it. To Judie, politics was never 
just about campaigns or elections. It 
was about people, relationships, and be-
lieving in someone enough to help them 
step forward. That afternoon taught me 
something I have carried with me ever 
since: a true legacy is not just what you 
accomplish yourself, but the people you 
encourage, mentor, and help find their 
own place in serving a community. Ju-
die did that for generations of leaders, 
and I feel incredibly lucky to have been 
one of the people she believed in.” 

JULIAN GOLD
FORMER MAYOR 

“Much will be 
written about Ju-
die Fenton, and 
deservedly so. She 
was a remarkable 
woman, a Bever-
ly Hills icon, and 
someone whose 
warmth, generos-
ity, and influence 
touched countless 

lives. Whether through her work at BHEF, 
fundraising for the Fire and Police asso-
ciations, or the many people—including 
me—she recruited, mentored, and sup-
ported on their path to greater public ser-
vice, she will be remembered. Her influ-
ence is immeasurable.

For me, Judie was a dear friend—or, as 
she said, my sister. She loved handbags 
and shoes and had many. She loved to 
play poker and was good at it. She loved 
to laugh, deep from the belly, with tears 
running down her cheeks. That is the Judie 
I remember.

Sister, rest in peace, and may your mem-
ory be a blessing.” 

JAN AND ALAN BLOCK

“Judie was a very good friend who 
exemplified community spirit and was a 
longtime leader in our community.  We 
were honored to share being co-honored 
with her by Temple Emanuel.  Her pass-
ing represents a tremendous loss to not 
only her family and friends, but the entire 
Beverly Hills community.” 

TONI CORWIN
“The Cor-

w i n - F e n t o n 
friendship began 
in Beverly Hills 
Little League, our 
husbands coach-
ing rival teams 
— but through the 
major league of 
life, we were on 
the same team. My 
life will be greatly 

depleted by the loss of my dear friend.” 

LESTER FRIEDMAN 
BEVERLY HILLS 
COUNCILMEMBER 

“Judie has been 
a dynamic force 
in Beverly Hills 
for so many years.  
Simone and I have 
been so fortunate 
to have had a close 
personal relation-
ship with Frank 
and Miles. We first 
met Judie through 

her involvement at Horace Mann Ele-
mentary School which started a lifelong 
friendship.  Her concern, conviction and 
dedication to our city was unequaled.  We 
will miss her very much in so many ways.  
Our condolences to Miles, Jenny, Steven, 
Gary, Mindy and their entire families. Her 
life was a blessing to all that knew her.” 

MYRA LURIE
FORMER BOARD OF 
EDUCATION MEMBER

“Among the 
many treasured 
memories of 
our lunches, 
h a r d - f o u g h t 
campaigns, and, 
more recently,  
singing karaoke 
together,  my 
favorite mem-
ories of Judie 

are the times she offered her sage and 
timeless advice about running for of-
fice.  Develop a thick skin and wear 
red.  Rest in peace, my beautiful friend.  
Your friendship, wisdom and dedica-
tion to our community will always be a 
blessing and inspiration to me.” 

Judie’s unprecedented record of being 
the most winning campaign manager in 
Beverly Hills history is likely to stand 
for many decades to come. Big J, you 
will be missed.” 


